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It is a natural and laudable desire to know the 
principles, character and services of our ancestors. 
Curiosity may induce us to read the history of 
other countries, and. to. learn the customs, lOpinions 
and character of the inhabitants ; and some useful 
information may be thus acquired ; affording infor-^ 
mation and admonitions, which merit attention for 
the conduct of life. But a knowledge of the princi- 
ples and character of our ancesters, by whose insti- 
tutions, literary, political, and religious, the present 
and coming generations are, in a great measure, af- 
fected, or to be affected, is far more important. 
Changes in society, with a view to improvement, 
may be expected ; for mankind do not long pause at 
the point already reached. The great aim of human 
effort is progress — and yet a reference to the con- 
dition and state of former generations may fur- 
^nish lessons for good, to a subsequent one. In the 
present volume, the desire has been to give the char- 
acter and state the opinions and services of the pat- 
riots of the Revolution, as well as of the original 
founders of New England ; some of the most dis- 
tinguished Clergymen in every period of its history : 
and of men in more private life,, who, by their 
writings or inventions, have been useful in the 
Commonwealth. 



BIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES. 



CHAPTER I. 



ABBOT, Rev. ABIEL D. D. was of a very re- 
spectable family of Andover; which in its different 
branches, has furnished many useful and learned 
instructors of youth, and clergymen, in Massachu- 
setts and New Hampshire. ' While at the University, 
Mr. Abbot had the reputation of a diligent student 
and a good scholar. He early chose to enter the 
clerical profession; and in less than three years 
after he left the University, he was ordained as the 
pastor of the first Congregational Church and Society 
in Haverhill, in Massachusetts. He was a popular 
and useful preacher. His great aim was to instruct 
and to impress his hearers; and yet his sermons 
were well studied. His compositions were correct, 
and sometimes elegant and ornamented. His style 
was such as to please both the man of letters and 
the common class of people. He was evangelical, 
but not technical or scolastic. He generally was 
reckoned among Unitarians ; but did not adopt all 
their peculiar opinions. He was candid and concil- 
iating, but could not justly be called a, trimmer. His 
amiable temper and bland manners recommended 
him to all classes of persons ; and the benevolence of 
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his heart was evident to all who often associated with 
him. After being seyeral years at Haverhill, he be- 
came pastor of the first Church and Society in Bev- 
erly, where he remained sometime, till he fell a victim 
to disease in 1729, at the age of fifty-seven. Several 
of his occasional serpaons were published ; and are 
unsurpassed by very few similar productions of his 
clerical brethren. Some of them were particularly 
designed for seamen. There is nothing of a contro- 
versial spirit discovered in them. It was his wish to 
avoid controversy in addressing a common audience, 
which needed plain and practical preaching, ** rather 
than vain disputations." Mr. Abbot was anxious to 
see more union among Christian ministers, and all 
other Christian professors : and he labored much in 
his day, by his candid and acconimodating spirit to 
eflfect it; but with little success. There are always 
some men in the Christian church who prefer the 
Sfiibboletk of party to the spirit of the gospel. I^r, 
Abbot's letters from Cuba were published, and 
several occasional discourses, and were well received. 

ABBOT, Rev. ABIEL D. D. a graduate of 
Harvard College in 1787, and now the pastor of a 
Congregational Church in Peterborough, New Hamp- 
shire, at the age of seventy-five, is a relation of the 
afore-named; a learned theologian and of a most 
Christian temper and character. And Benjamin 
Abbot, L L. D. for fifty years the able and popu- 
lar principal of Phillips's Academy, at Exeter, New 
Hampshire, is a brother : highly respectable, not 
only as a scholar, but as a member of society, a 
citizen and a Christian. He received his degree in 
Harvard College in 1788. But is still living. 

ABBOT, Rev. HULL received his public educa- 
tion in Harvard College with the class of 1720 ; and 
in 1724 was ordained over the Church in Charles- 
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town. He remained in the pastoral office in that 
town for fifty years, and until his decease, in 1774, 
at the age of seventy- two. Mr. Abbot had the repu- 
tation of an able theologian, and of an affectionate 
and faithful pastor. At that period, as well as since, 
the clergy in New England were well educated and 
exemplary : no one has enjoyed a high.reputation in 
the ministerial office, as he did, who was not a good 
scholar and a faithful, devoted pastor. His whole 
time was given to the duties of his sacred profession. 
Learning and piety were alike indispensable in the 
clergy, '' who were set for the defence of the gospel j " 
who were required " to be able to teach others, and 
to convince gainsayers." The voluntary under- 
taking of the office of a Christian teacher was a proof 
that he who, assumed it felt the importance of re- 
ligion. And as the fathers in the Church had a deep 
conviction of the necessity of learning in those of 
the clerical character, they did not " lay hands " on 
the illiterate or immoral. Prom the early settlement 
of New England to the present time even, the con- 
gregational ministers have been as good scholars and 
as able theologians as the clergy in England, wheth- 
er Dissenters or of the established Episcopal church. 
It has sometimes been supposed that the clergy 
were unduly revered, and that their influence was 
too great, in former generations. In some instances, 
no doubt, ihey have assumed and exercised more 
authority than reason or scripture would justify. 
Like other men, they are fond of power ; and in some 
ages and countries they have " lorded it over God's 
heritage." And where the people are very ignorant 
they will bow to the dictation of their priests, how- 
ever unjust or unreasonable it may be. But in New 
England, the clergy have always been respected ac- 
cording to their learning, and their devotion to the 
duties of their profession. More than in most other 
countries, the laity here think for themselves in 

2* 
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religious as well as political affairs. Men of learning 
of every profession, in a community should have 
influence ; but if they assume more than their 
superior knowledge or their experience my justly 
claim for them, there can be no fear that the people 
will submit. 

ABBOT, Rbv. JACOB was of the AndoFer fam- 
ily, and receiired his education in Harvard College 
with the class of 1792. He was settled in 1796 
over the church and society in Hampton Falls, in the 
Stale of New Hampshire, as successor of Dr. Lang- 
don, who was sometime president of Harvard Uni- 
versity. Mr. Abbot had the character of an able 
and faithful minister of the gospel ; than which 
there is none more important or truly honorable 
among men ; as by the influence of divine truths 
which they teach, they " show unto men the way of 
eternal life." He possessed much of the spirit of 
the early clergy in New England ; " a spirit of 
love, of power and of a sound mind." In his theo- 
logical inquiries and researches, he exercised a proper 
degree of independence ; at the same time, he made 
the doctrines of Christ and of his inspired apostles 
the standard and rule of faith ; and yielded not to 
new systems of speculative and visionary men, who 
assume to be equally wise in divine and spiritual 
things as was Jesus of Nazareth ; " whom God 
sanctified and sent into the world " to teach his holy 
will ; and who prefer to follow their own imaginations 
rather than the written word of Jehovah. Mr. 
Abbot died in 1833, at the age of sixty-four. His 
death was sudden, being drowned in attempting to 
cross a pond at Windham in New Hampshire, where 
he resided the latter part of his life. 

ABBOT, Rev. JOHN EMERY was a son of 

Benjamin Abbot, theprecepter of Phillips's Academy 
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in Exeter, New Hamsphite. He received his aca* 
demical edacation in that seminary ; and entering 
Bowdoin College he was there graduated in 1810. 
He ranked anaong the best classical scholars then in 
the college. Soon after taking his degree, he enter* 
ed on the regular study of divinity, and was ordain* 
ed over a congregational church and society in 
Salem, whidi had been under the pastoral care and 
instruction of Rev. Thomas Barnard, D. D. No one 
of his age and time was more esteemed than Mr. 
Abbot, either for literary acquirements or an amiable 
disposition. He was liberal in his views on specu* 
lative points of theology ; and exercised- great can- 
dour towards those who differed from him in some 
respects in their religious views. With him, Chris* 
tianity was not a system of speculation, nor of mere 
historical faith ; but he considered it a divine re- 
ligion ; designed and calculated to give spiritual life 
to wordly and sensual men ; and he aimed to make 
it the means of imparting such a blessing to his 
hearers. Mr. Abbot died of a pulmonary complaint^ 
in 1818, a short time after he was settled in the min- 
istry ; greatly lamented by his particular friends, 
and by the whole Christian community. 

ABBOT, Rev. JOHN LOTEJOY was a relation 
of the former, and received his public education in 
Harvard College, with the class of 1805. He resided 
some time at the University after he had his degree ; 
and held the oflSce of librarian immediately after S* 
C. Thacher. This was a situation very favorable 
to a student in theology; and Mr. Abbot diligently 
improved it. In 1814, he was ordained the pastor 
of the first church and society in Boston, under very 
auspicious circumstances. But the fair promises of 
his usefulness and distinction, as a divine, which his 
reputation then gave, were destined, not to be ful- 
filled. The feeble state of his health made it proper 
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for him to suspend his ministerial labors^ and to 
travel. But this proved ineffectual ; he sunk under 
a fatal disease within two years of his ordination. 
Had his life and health been continued, h^ would 
probably have been as useful and as distinguished 
as an Emerson, a Clarke, a Chauncy, a Poxcroft, or 
a Wilson ; who had been bright lights in that golden 
candlestick. They were all for a pure and scrip- 
tural form of worship and church government. 
" Above all other blessings and privileges, which God 
has granted us," said one of them, *' is that of plant- 
ing his ' own name and precious ordinances among 
us ; and our desire is to have all his own institu- 
tions, and no more than his own ; and these, in their 
native simplicity, without any human dressings: hav- 
ing liberty to enjoy all which God has commanded, 
and yet urged to nothing more than he commands in 
his holy word." 

ABBOT, STEPHEN was an officer in the Ameri- 
can army during the war of the Revolution ; and was 
much esteemed, as a soldier and a man. After the 
war, he resided in N. H., and reached an advanced 
age, as did a large portion of that patriotic band» 
He and his noble-minded company in arms, in that 
arduous struggle for civil liberty, are justly entitled 
to the respect and gratitude of the present genera- 
tion. But for their disinterested services and great 
personal sacrifices, we should now be in a most hu- 
miliating state of degredation, and of subjection to a 
foreign government, where the rulers and people feel 
no interest in our welfare or prosperity. The patriot 
army of the United States in 1776, raised solely for 
the defence of national rights, and privileges and lib- 
erties long enjoyed, was composed of very different 
characters from those who make up an army of mer- 
cenaries whose trade and profession is war. They 
should not be considered rebels ; for they contended 
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not for new and greats powers than their fathers 
had possessed. It was opposition, not to constitu- 
tional law or legitimate authority ; hut to arbitrary 
doctrines and oppressive measiires which must have 
proved fatal to all political liberty in the country. 
Our ancestors had purchased freedom at too great a 
price to have it timidly yielded to any earthly power 
whatever. The patriots of 1775, who resisted tljie 
attempts of the British ministry to enforce their op- 
pressive measures by the military arm, and who re- 
sorted to force when attacked, to defend the province 
from further acts of tyranny, and thus" to save it from 
enduring and hopeless servitude — these men 
whether in the cabinet or in the field — acted entirely 
on the defensive. They remonstrated for several 
years ; and did not take up arms for resistance until 
it was impossible to retain their ancient rights and 
liberties, without such a sad alternative. They are 
not then to be considered rebels, but reasonable men, 
resolved on constitutional liberty, when the parent 
governm^enl attempted to enslave them. They 
claimed nq new power ; they only stood for their 
rights. 

ABBOT, SAMUEL Esq. of Andover, was one of 
the very liberal founders of the Theological Institu- 
tion in that town, established in 1807. Mr. Abbot 
gave a sum of $20,000 for the support of a professor 
of theology in that seminary ; and the person who 
has filled that chair has been distinguished for learn- 
ing and other qualifications necessary to render the 
department useful, in fitting young men for the 
Christian ministry. For this purpose it is exclusively 
or principally intended. The other principal contri- 
butors to the funds of the institution, were Hon. 
William Bartlett, Moses Brown of Newburyport, 
and John Norris of Salem. Such generous patrons 
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of religion and literature — and of the Iat4er for the 
sake of the former — should not be forgotten by those 
who come after thjem. 

ADAMS, Rev. AMOS had his public education in 
Harvard College, with the class of 1752 ; and be- 
came the regular minister of the first Congregational 
Church and Society in Roxbury, where he was or- 
dained in the year 1755, as a successor of Rev. Ne- 
hemiah Walter, usually called 'old Mr. Walter,' who 
was the pastor of that-church more than sixty years. 
His talents and acquirements were respectajble ; his 
elocution was superior to most of his clerical breth- 
ren; his compositions were more ornamented than 
commoi^ ; and he was therefore a popular preacher. 
But his sermons were well studied, and were gener- 
ally solid, sententious and impressive. He spoke 
with ease, and a good degree of eloquence ; and was 
often invited to preach on public occasions. He 
was a good scholar and an agreeable writer ; and 
though not so learned as Thomas Walter, one of his 
predecessors, his publications afford evidence of a 
vigorous and cultivated mind. His anniversary dis- 
course contains a good deal of useful information ; 
his other discourses, which were given to the public 
were one delivered on Election day, and several on 
ordination occasions. Like most of the clergy of 
1775, Mr. Adams was an advocate for civil liberty, 
, and approved of the noble stand made by the whigs 
of that day against the encroachments of arbitrary 
power. He was Scribe of the convention of minis* 
ters, which met at Watertown, where the Provincial 
Congress of Massachusetts was sitting in May, 1776, 
when the following vote was passed : — ** Deeply im- 
pressed with sympathy for the distresses of our much 
injured and oppressed country, we are yet relieved 
in beholding the representatives of the people, chosen 
by their free and unbiassed suffrages, now met to 
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concert measi>res for their relief and defence; in 
whose wisdom and integrity, under the smiles of di- 
vine providence, we cannot but express oui^ entire 
confidence. And as it has been found necessary to 
raise an army for the common safety ; and our brave 
countrymen have willingly offered themselves to this 
hazardous service, we are not insensible of the vast 
burthen that the maintenance must cause to the peo- 
ple. We, therefore, cannot forbear, on this occasion, 
to offer our services to the public, and to signify our 
readiness, with the consent of our several (Congrega- 
tions, to officiate by rotation, as chaplains to the ar- 
my. We devoutly commend the Congress and our 
brethren in arms^ to the guidance and protection of 
providence ; which, from the first settlement of the 
country, has remarkably interposed for the preserva- 
tion of it^ civil and religious rights." 

ADAMS, Hon. BENJAMIN was educated in 
Brown University, where he was graduated in 1788. 
He engaged in the profession of the law, and had 
the reputation of a good lawyer, and a fair ani hon- 
orable practitioner. He was esteemed rather for 
solid abilities, than admired for brilliant talents. — 
Such was his character for good judgment, and for 
correct principles, that his fellow citizens reposed in 
him the greatest confidence and often elected him their 
representative to the General Court. He also had 
the election for a member of Congress from the peo- 
ple in the south district of Worcestc*.r County, where 
he lived, in a time of great political excitement and 
of party disputes and divisions. Mr. Adams did not 
greatly excel as a speaker in Congress ; but was ju- 
dicious, and always heard with attention when he 
addressed the House. His services were much ap- 
preciated by his colleagues. Mr. Adams was also a 
member of the Senate in Massachusetts, during sev- 
eral elections ; and discharged the duties of a legis* 
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lator with intelligence^ promptness and fidelity. In 
the more private and social relations of life, he was 
correct and exemplary, and enjoyed the esteem of a 
large circle of relations and friends. Mr. Adams did 
not forget the duties of a citizen, or of the head of a 
family : and it is from the conduct of a man in these 
relations of life that we should judge of his moral 
worth, rather than from his public acts, which may 
proceed from ambition, or be performed solely for 
human applause. Mr. Adams died in 1837, at the 
age of seventy-two. 

ADAMS, Rev. ELIPHALET received his edu- 
cation in Harvard College with the class of 1694: 
and was several years the regular pastor of a con- 
gregational Church in New Londop. He had the 
reputation of a learned divine and a faithful minis- 
ter. He understood the Hebrew language better 
than most scholars of his time. Several of his dis- 
courses were published. That delivered at the 
funeral of Hon. Gurdon Saltonstall, Governor of 
Connecticut, in 1724, is a superior composition ; 
though somewhat in the formal manner of that 
period. The following paragraph is given as a speci- 
men. 

'' How doth the whole land shake at his fall ! 
How much of our glory, how much of our peace 
and safety is buried in one grave. Every heart aches 
at tlie hearing of it, and every eye plentifully pours 
out tears unto God. The heavy tidings pass swiftly 
from place to place, astonishing all as it goes, and 
every man, amazed at the news, tells it to his trem- 
bling neighbor. This is a most awful dispensation 
of divine providence indeed, whether we consider 
the suddenness and surprisingness of the stroke, or 
his great worth and excellent accomplishments,, or 
the eminent statioii in which he was placedi and 
how well he filled and adorned it* 
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'^ Often have I trembled to think how much of 
our glory and safety was bound up in him; and 
what a mighty blow we should be made to feel in 
the day when it should please God to remove him 
from us. The melancholy hour has at length come ; 
this wise, great and good man has fallen, with all 
his glories fresh about him, as if the sun should go 
down at noon. Every mouth is filled with his 
praises, and can scarcely speak of anything but our 
heavy loss. And indeed, here is a most copious sub- 
ject for panegyric. , It is hard to say what should 
be passed in silence where everything may be said ; 
and too great plenty makes us poor. Who did not 
admire his consummate wisdom, profound learning ; 
his dexterity in business, and indefatigable applica- 
tion, his intimate acquaintance with men and things, 
and his superior genius ? And what is more than all 
this, his unaffected piety and love to God's house ; 
his exact life and exemplary conversation ? We 
stood in fixed attention, with our ears chained to his 
lips. Would his humility have permitted he might 
justly have made use of the words of Job — " Unto 
me men gave ear and waited, and kept silence at my 
counsel. After my words, they spake not again." — 
You who now hear me know the truth of these 
things ; and that there is little danger of exceeding 
upon so copious a subject; so that all I can say will 
fall short of his due character, and that it must be a 
tongue or pen like his own which can do him justice.'! 

ADAMS, Hon. JOHN a native of Braihtree, now 
Quincy, of a respectable family but pot highly dis- 
tinguished, a graduate of Harvard College in 1755, 
was one of the most eminent citizens of Massachu- 
setts ; being the, greater part of a long life in the 
highest public stations, and in which he rendered 
the most important services to the cause of liberty 
and of national independence and glory. While at 

2 
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the University, he ranked among the best scholars, 
and those who made the most diligent improvement 
of their literary privileges : and he there laid the 
foundation for solid and extensive learning, which 
qualified him for distinction and usefulness in the 
American Republic, beyond the most of his age. 
Such men as Wentworth, Browne, Gushing, Sewall, 
Locke and Dalto^n were his fellow students, and in 
some sense perhaps, his literary rivals. It was the lot 
of Mr. Adams to live in times of great excitement on 
political subjects; and to raise, or to regulate, the 
storm of revolution. The man who had talents and 
resources was invited to enter the field for great ac- 
tion, for display or for real glory. The study of the 
law seemed to fit him more fully to understand the 
nature of human' society, the design of civil govern- 
ment and the natural rights of mankind. 

In opposition to the arbitrary measures of the  
British ministry, which were commenced in 1764, 
and led to the Revolution of 1775, Massachusetts 
took the lead, as well by argument and remon- 
strances as by arms ; and John Adams was one of the 
principal characters, by which the controversy was 
conducted. James Otis and Samuel Adams, per- 
haps, took a more conspicuous part, in 1763 — 1768 : 
• and they were the chief or original actors in the 
political contest. In some respects, they are entitled 
to the highest praise. Next to them, and Bowdoin 
and Hawley and Dexter, who were generally 
associated with them on committees to remonstrate 
against the measures of the British government, John 
Adams appears most prominent ; and after 1770, no 
one exerted a more powerful influence than he did, 
in support of the cause of civil liberty and of the 
rights of the Colonies. He then had a seat in the 
legislature from Boston ; and was on some of the 
most important committees appointed that year and 
the years following till 1775. He was then about 
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foTtjr-fi've years of age ; and had already written the 
very masterly essay on feudal and canon, which 
served to open the eyes of the people, as much as 
" the rights of the Colonies,'' by James Otis, or the 
able writings of Samuel Adams. In that essay, Mr. 
Adams pointed out the arbitrary principles and un- 
just maxims, which had long prevailed in Europe, 
by the united eflforts of princes and prelates ; and 
"which seemed to be then intended as a system for 

. the government of the people in America. 

The high sense entertained of the talents and 
learning of Mr. Adams, and of his devotion to the 
cause of liberty was fully manifested by his election, 
with four others, in June 1774, when the great crisis 
drew near, to act for the Province of Massachusetts 
in a meeting of delegates from the other colonies, at 
Philadelphia in September following ; to consult on 

* measures necessary for the freedom and welfare of 
all. He acted a prominent part in that Congress, as 
well as in 1775, and in 1776. This may be said with- 
out any derogation of the abiUties and zeal of his col- 
leagues, or of delegates from other colonies. Massa- 
chusetts was one of the largest colonies, and its pat- 
riots and statesmen had then been long contending 
in argument with the British ministry and its agents. 
On that account her chosen delegates were heard 
with great attention and deference. But they were 
all personally respectable : and their learning and 
wisdom, in political concerns, of the highest order. 
In 1778,*" Mr, Adams was appointed by Congress as 
an envoy to the court of France, to solicit the friend- 
ly alliance and aid of that power. Afterwards, he 
proceeded to Holland, to negociate a loan for the 
fjnited States, then so necessary to meet the great 
exposes of the war. He was also one of the en- 
voys for making a treaty of peace with England in 
1782, — and after the peace, which was confirmed in 
].783, he was the first minister to the British kin^. 
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In all these highly responsible stations, he proved 
himself fully able to maintain the honor .and rights 
of the Republic, and faithfully devoted to its interests 
and welfare. Mr. Adams assisted in preparing the 
constitution of Massachusetts in 1780; he was 
chosen the first Vice President of the United States 
in 1789, under the federal constitution : and on the 
retirement of General Washington from the pres- 
idency in March, 1797, Mr. Adams was elected to 
that very dignified and honorable oflice. When he . 
had served four years in this station, he retired from 
public life, and passed the residue of his years in 
the domestic circle. When the constitution of 
Massachusetts was revised in 1820, — he was chosen 
a member of the convention for that purpose. He 
also received the vote of the whole convention for its 
president, but declined, on account of his infirm 
health. He was then eighty-six or seven. But he 
addressed the convention on several questions, with 
much pertinency and force. He contended for a 
continuance of the provision in the constitution, as 
first formed, that property should be the basis of a 
representation in the Senate. But the spirit of inno- 
vation, not to say radicalism was strongly opposed to 
the doctrine ; and afterwards, (hat provision was 
repealed, so that the Senate as well as the House of 
Representatives is based on numbers; and not in 
any respect on property. Mr. Adams died on the 
4th of July 1826 — just fifty years after he reported 
and signed the formal declaration by Congress, 
" that these United States are free, sovereign and in- 
dependent." Very few of all the patriots and public 
servants in Massachusetts, or in any other State in 
the Union, have devoted so much of life, and with 
so great and favorable an influence, as John Adams. 
Speaking of eminent lawyers in Massachusetts, 
some one has said, that most of them were on the 
?ide of \\\G British gQvernment in 1770 and 1776. 
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This may be true of the older ones ; for they or 
their relations were in office. But it is a fact, not to 
be unrecorded, that some of the most eminent were 
the advocates for civil liberty. As OHs, Hawley, J. 
Adams, W. Cushing, R. T. Paine, J. Foster, Brad- 
bury, N, P, Sargent, O. Thacher, John Lowell, Caleb 
Strong, T, Parsons, David Sewall, John and James 
Sullivan; and that there were one hundred and 
thirty of the sons of Harvard who engaged in the 
sacred cause; in the civil or military department. 
One of the sons of Mr. Adams, Thomas Boylston 
Adams, was educated in Cambridge University, and 
received his degree in 1790. He engaged in the pro- 
fession of law ; and was also a Judge of the court of 
Common Pleas, and one of the Executive Council in 
1811. One of his sons survives, John Q. Adams; 
who has also been in public life, in various stations of 
the highest responsibility, for half a century — and is 
scarcely second to the father in the great public good 
which he has been the instrument of securing. He is 
the most learned mai? in the United States, especially 
on the subject of legislatiou, of diplomacy, of natural 
and constitutional law, and of general politics. And 
the opinion of no one is justly entitled to more 
deference and consideration. But the time has not 
come to speak of all his services, and to do full 
justice to his character as a public man. 

ADAMS, Rev. JOHN received his public educa- 
tion in Harvard College, with the class of 1721. He 
studied divinity and was sometime the pastor of a 
congregational church and society in Newport, R. I. 
He had the character of a good classical scholar, 
and was also distinguished as a poet. Itlis poetical 
lucubrations might not appear of the highest order or 
merit, when compared with those of some men of 
genius of later times. But at the time they were 
written they were much above mediocrity. A small 
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living. He was inquisitive and fond of reading. 
This is now indeed the case with most mechanics in 
New England ; they spend a considerable portion of 
their time in reading, or in studying treatises or the 
physical sciences for the purpose of a better knowl- 
edge of their occupation, and some of them collect 
a good library, to occupy their leisure hours. Sever- 
al of this character might be named who are now 
living. Mr. Adams belonged to a club of which ^ 
Rev. Dr. Byle's was a member, and it is well known 
that Dr. Byles attended to the subject of natural 
philosophy as much as any one of his time. Dr. 
Franklin, then quite a young man speaks of Mr. 
Adams, and acki^owledges his obligations to him for 
the use of books — '* Mr. Matthew Adams, an in- 
genious mechanic, took notice of me. He frequented 
our printing office, and had a handsome collection of 
books. He invited me to visit his library ; and had 
the goodness to lend me many books I was desirous 
of reading." Mr. Adams was also a poet, and pub- 
lished some poetical essays — but not of so high mer- 
it, as to give him a conspicuous rank among Ameri- 
can poets. 

ADAMS, NATHANIEL of Portsmouth, was edu- 
cated at Dartmouth College, N. H. 1775, and receiv- 
ed an honorary degree of A. M. from the Corporation 
of Harvard University in 1790. He may justly be 
ranked among the worthy and useful citizens of his 
time, though he was not highly distinguished as a 
literary character. His talent was not buried in a 
napkin ; and if it did not produce an hundred per 
cent, it was so occupied as to secure him the esteem 
of his fellow men. How much more estimable, how 
much more justly to be honored and applauded than 
the few who shine only to dazzle, and who excite 
admiration rather (ban gain the full confidence of 
their associates. 
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ADAMS, SAMUEL of Boston, and a graduate 
of Harvard College in the year 1740, deserves a 
high place among the scholars and patriots of Massa- 
chusetts. He descended from a very respectable 
family ; and was related to President John Adams : 
but not a brother, as has sometimes been asserted. 
At college, he was distinguished for diligent study, 
and great decision and firmness of character, and 
these traits marked his conduct afterwards in public 
life. He was one of the early and active supporters 
of political liberty, in the controversy with Great 
Britain ; which began in 1764 and issued in the 
•Revolution of 1775. He had great influence with his 
fellow townsmen for some years before he went into 
the General Court ; which was in 1765. It is not 
too much perhaps to say that he and five or six 
other men of Massachusetts were the chief and 
principal supporters of the cause of the Colonies, at 
that very alarming and critical period. The people 
were indeed wonderfully united in opposing the 
arbitrary and oppressive measures adopted or pro- 
posed by the British ministry at that day. They 
were intelligent and well informed, and well under- 
stood their civil rights and privileges. And without 
such union in, and aid from, the great body of the 
people, Adams and Otis and a few other leading 
characters would not have been successful in op- 
posing the arbitrary power of the British govern- 
ment. Mr. Adams never faltered in the cause ; and 
when threatened or attempted to be bribed by ofiice 
from the British, he manfully resisted. He was the 
first to suggest that independence might be the re- 
sult of the struggle ; and yet he did not recommend 
it till the British made an attack on the colonies by 
armed men, and sought by force to carry into effect 
their oppressive measures. Mr. Adams was a truly 
religious man, and his conduct aij a politician and $i 
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public agent^ was such as his conscience and best 
judgment approved. From 1765 he continued ~\n 
public life for most of the time till he was nearly 
eighty years of age. In 1774, he was elected a 
member of the Continental Congress, and continued 
one of that august body till 1781. He was several 
years President of the Senate of Massachusetts ; 
then Lieutenant Governor, and Governor of the 
Commonwealth. In 1797, he declined a re-election. 
He was one of those high minded men who could 
endure poverty, but could not consent to be leaves. 
Mr. Adams contended, at an early period of the dis- 
pute with England, that the parliament had no 
right to make laws for the colonies, except as to 
foreign commerce, as they were not represented in 
that body. And that the Representatives here were 
a House of Commons for each province, to lay and 
appropriate taxes, and to regulate all internal con- 
cerns. He admitted, that we owed allegiance to the~ 
crown ; but denied the authority of Parliament in 
all legislation relating to the colonies. Mr. Adams 
procured a vote that the speaker should correspond 
with agents in England, on the subject of parliamen- 
tary claims to legislate for the colonies ; and also 
with the legislative assemblies of the other colonies. 
This was as early as 1768 ; though the Rev. Dr. 
Mayhew proposed it two years before. A coJrres- 
pondence was opened in 1768 with the speakers of 
other coloniaLassemblites on the importance of having 
a mutual interchange of opinions on public and 
political affairs, and for the purpose of acting in con- 
cert. And again in 1773, when S. Adams, J. Han- 
cock, J. Hawley, W. Phillips, W. Heath, James 
Warren, L Prescott, J. Foster, R. Derby, Jr., J. 
Greenleaf, E. Gerry and T. Gardner — were also 
members of the committee. Mr. Adams exerted all 
his influence in suppressing the insurrection in 
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Massachusetts in 1786. He was then president of 
the Senate ; and gave his firm support to the 
measures adopted by Governor Bowdoin to put 
down that dangerous opposition to the regular course 
of law and justice. His mode of living was very 
simple and unostentatious ; much in the style of the 
puritans of former generations. Hehad^a son Sam- 
uel, who was a respectable physician, and a surgeon 
in the American army ; who was also a graduate of 
Harvard College in 1770. He died before the Gov- 
ernor, his father. A full account of the pubUc 
services of Governor Adams will probably be soon 
prepared for publication ; and must be an acceptable 
work to all such as wish to have a thorough 
knowledge of events previous to the Revolution. 
Mr. Adams was of a decided religious character ; in 
his faith and manners, he was quite a puritan. 
With his views of providence, he could justly com- 
mend the cause of American liberty to Heaven, and 
appeal to the Lord of Hosts for his favorable inter- 
ference for a people struggling for freedom and for 
justice. 

ADAMS, Dr. SAMUEL was a native of Killingly 
in the State of Connecticut; and descended from 
Henry Adams, who came to New England in 1630. 
He Studied medicine with Dr. Nathaniel Freeman 
of Sandwich, Massachusetts, who was an strdent 
patriot of the memorable period' of 1775 ; being one 
of the most ' active whigs in the county of Barn- 
stable. Dr. Adams was in the practice of medicine 
at Truro in that county until the dispute between 
Great Britain and the Colonies in North America, 
which had then become extremely interesting, giving 
great anxiety and alarm to the friends of civil liberty 
as to the result. The general resolution was to con- 
tend for and maintain political rights and privileges, 
so long enjoyed by previous generations, at every 
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hazard. The young men of twenty engaged with 
ardor in the cause : and readily followed where the 
older and more judicious directed. Dr. Adams acted 
as one of the committee of correspondence in the 
town of Trnro; such committees having been raised 
in all the towns, on recommendation of the General 
Court. He entered the army at an early day, after 
the war began, as surgeon, or surgeon's mate; but 
was a surgeon the greater part of the war and till 
the close in 1783 : and had the reputation of a 
skilful physician. Aftetthe war, Dr. Adams settled 
at Bath, in Maine, on the Kennebec river ; and there 
had an extensive practice till near the period of his 
death, in 1819, at the age of seventy-four. He was 
a professor of religion ; and gave evidence of its pow- 
er on his heart and life. ' As a practising physician 
in Bath, he enjoyed the confidence and respect of the 
whole community in which he was known. He had 
several children, most of them living — one is settled 
in the ministry at Coventry, in Rhode Island. It is 
justly due to his memory to mention, that he g;ave 
them a good education. x 

AD AIMS, Rev. ZABDIEL was ordained pastor 
of the church in Lunenburg soon after he 
finished his collegiate course of studies in Harvard 
College, which was in the year 1759. He was a 
native of Braintree, and first cousin to President 
John Adams. Of an ardent temperament, and some* 
what disposed to exercise more power in the church 
as minister then the brethren would allow, he was 
often engaged in unprofitable disputes with them 
and with some of the clergy in his vicinity, who 
were content with and ussumed less authority than 
he contended for. He claimed to have a full nega- 
tive on any vote of his church; but the republican 
spirit of the people Would not acquiesce in bifi doc- 
trine. He was often very independent, some would 
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say imprudent, in his conduct, and in advancing his 
own opinions, however he misht differ from the ma- 
jority, or the orthodox. His uankness and honesty 
were approved by all honorable men ; but it was 
believed he might have retained his character for 
uprightness and yet have been more reserved and 
prudent. The independent searcher after truth is 
deserving the highest praise;^ but he may at the 
same time be moderate and candid in advancing his 
own sentiments, when differing from those enter- 
tained by the majority. He was called upon to 
preach on various public occasions ; and several of 
his sermons were published. Mr. Adams died in 
1801, at the age of sixty- two. , 

ADDINGTON, Hon. ISAAC came early to Mas- 
sachusetts, but not among the first settlers, in 1628 
or 1630. He was called to the public service for a 
great portion of his life. He had a commission for 
the peace, when he was quite young, and had the 
character of an upright magistrate. He also had a 
seat in the House of the General Assembly, as a 
deputy from Boston, and was speaker of the House 
in 1685. He lived in the time of Sir Edmund An- 
dross, who was sent into the province in 1686, after 
the first charter was seized and declared fojfeited ; 
and who was as despotic and oppressive in his con- 
duct, asJhe principles of his royal master, James II., 
were arbitrary. But, with other advocates for civil 
liberty, as granted or recognized by that charter, he 
was opp6sed to the administration of Andross. He 
was, however, a man of great moderation and 
prudence ; and opposed the tyrant only in a lawful 
and constitutional way. When Andross was put 
down in 1689, on the abdication of James II. and 
the glorious revolution took place in England, Mr. 
Addtngton was then appointed Secretary, by the 
whigs, or patriotic party ; Governor Bradstreet and 
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Others who were in office in Massachusetts brfore iIm 
usurpation of Andross, being restored to the places 
which they had respectively held in 1686. Wbed 
the second charter was made out, by King William 
in 1691-2, it provided for the appointment of the 
Governor and Secretary by the crown. Mr. Adding-^ 
ton received a commission for the latter ; probably 
by the recommendation of Dr. Increase Mather, a 
minister of Boston, then agent in England for Ma^ 
sachusetts. Under the first charter, and before the 
time of Andross, he had been one of the Board of 
Assistants, or Supreme Executive Council. He held 
the office of secretary several years, and until the 
infirmities of age rendered it proper for him to retire. 
He had the character of an able and upright public 
officer, — and he had great dignity of manners ; 
which, with a common share of intelligence and 
prudence generally gives a man respectability with 
his neighbors and associates. 

ALDEN, Colonel ICHABOD son of Samuel 
Alden, was a field officer for several of the first years 
of the American Revolution. He had the command of 
one of the regular continental regiments of the Massa- 
chusetts line; which in 1777 — 1780 consisted of 
sixteen of infantry and one artillery ; 'making nearly 
one fifth part of the whole American army under 
General Washington. At the same time, the State of 
Massachusetts had two militia regiments in service, 
to guard the coasts and harbors ; and recruits were 
also sent to the regular army, from time to time, for 
three, six, or nine months. And thus at one period, 
every fourth man, of those legally liable to perform 
military service, was engaged in the^ public defence 
of the country against the British army. Colonel 
Alden was a brave and accomplished officer. He 
had many warm personal friends, for he possessed so- 
cial feelings and was highly honorable in his inter- 
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course with others. Alter the capture of the British 
army near Saratoga, under General Bourgoyne, inOc* 
tober 1777, Col. Alden was stationed with his regiment 
some distance west of Albany, at a place called 
Cherry Valley, where being surprised by the Indians, 
then under the direction of the British, he was slain ; 
and several of his officers and men fell victima to the 
cmelty of the savages at the same time. Colonel 
Alden had not seen any military service when the 
revolutionary war began, except that he had been an 
officer of the militia a short time. He was then a 
Lieut. Colonel of the Plymouth regiment, command- 
ed by Theophilus Cotton, Esq. There were then 
some independent companies, called minute men. 
Judah Alden, now living, at the age of ninety-two, 
July 1842, was an officer of the minute company in 
the town of Duxbury. Andrew Sampson, another 
officer of that company, still survives, of about the 
same age. T)iese brave men had much of the spirit 
of their ancestors; who, though desirous of peace 
and seeking peace as far ^ as possible, considered it a 
duty to be prepared for self defence, and therefore 
resisted with arms the cruel savages, when in- 
treaties and forbearance and kindness, had no effect 
in preventing their hostile depredations. 

ALDEN, JOHN was one of the puritan founders 
of Plymouth colony in 1620. He came over in the 
first ship, the May-flower, with Carver, Bradford, 
Brewster, Winslow, Standish, and others. He be* 
longed to the Leyden company, who suffered so 
much for the sacred tights of conscience ; but be 
was the youngest of those who were considered as 
the principal members of that company. He was 
only twenty-two years of age, when they arrived on 
the shores of New England in November 1620. He 
is always named with the six leading characters of 
the colony ; and no important measure was proposed 
or f^ responsible agency ordered, in which he had 
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not a part. lie was early an assistant to the Gov-* 
emor, and continued such till the last year of his 
long life. His death occurred in 1687, when he was 
of the age of eighty-nine years. He was often join- 
ed with Captain Standish, for council. He was 
sometime the oldest assistant or councillor, and 
therefore had the title of deputy governor. In 
stature, the tradition is, that he was well formed, 
robust, and athletic ; of a fair and comely counte- 
nance. When he waited on Miss Mullins at the re- 
quest of Captain Standish, to solicit the hand of that 
young lady for the brave military commander, she 
was so captivated with his person, as well as^admir^r 
of his general character, that she hinted to him that, 
he was preferred in her eyes to the friend for whom 
Mr. Alden sued. And soon after Miss Mullins was 
married to the handsome young man, '^ who. first 
stept on Plymouth rock." He was exemplary in all 
the relations of life ; and his descendants may well 
reflect both on hfs public and domestic character 
with high gratification. He has been likened to 
Brewster for piety, as well as to Standish for bravery. 
He was one of the first who settled on the north 
side of the bay, on which Plymouth is situated ; 
which early received the name of Duxbury, from 
respect to Captain Standish, who there also took up 
land and built a house for his permanent residence. 
In 1628, when the debts of the colony due in Eng- 
land were very great and most of the merchant ad- 
venturers withdrew their aid, and demanded pay for 
their shares, and thus the plantation was in danger 
of being broken up and abandoned, seven of the 
principal persons at Plymouth became responsible 
for the debt of the whole company ; these were 
Bradford, Winslow, Brewster, Standish, Allerton, 
Alden and Howland. Mr. Alden had four sons. 
One lived in Boston, and had the command of the 
public armed vessel of Massachusetts; and often 
visited the coasts of Maine, where the few English 
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settlers were much exposed to attacks from the 
Fr^ich and Indians. A lane or street in Boston 
was named after him. One of his sons possessed 
the farm which he himself originally occupied. One 
resided part of his life in Bridgewater ; the youngest 
also lived in Dnxbury on a farm in the westerly 
part of the town. Samuel Alden, son of the last 
named; and grandson of John first mentioned, lived 
to the age of ninety-three ; his death took place in 
1780. The sons of John Alden were respectable, 
and lived to a great age, and so did many of his de« 
scendants of the third and fourth generations. One 
of his grandsons settled in Bridgewater, and one in 
Lebanon, Connecticut His daughters married 
Standisb, Bass of Braintree, Paybody, and Belano. 
The writer of this article has a distinct and perfect 
jrecoilection of the grandson Samuel. 

ALDEN, SAMUEL the father of Colonel Alden, 
was a grandson of the first John Alden. He 
died in 1780, at the age of ninety-three. He in« 
herited much of the spirit of his grandfather; 
and was a resolute, active, and independent charac- 
ter. He was attached to the religious institutions of 
the founders of the colony, and conscientious in the 
discharge of all christian duties ; but opposed to 
itinerant preachers and ^^ new lighisJ' He discounte- 
nanced Whitfield, as he believed more evil than 
good was produced by his exciting addresses to the 
fears and passions of the common people. 

ALDEN, Rev. TIMOTHY whose father was 
minister of a church in Yarmouth, Massachusetts, 
received his public education in Harvard .College 
with the class of 1794. He was very diligent iu his 
studies while a member of the University ; and un- 
derstood the Hebrew language better than any of his 

5^* 



30 JAMES ALLRN. 

fjellow students. Literary pursuits occupied his time 
after he left the college. He had charge of an 
academy for several-years, and at the same time at- 
tended to theological studies ; for it was early his 
purpose to enter the clerical profession. He was 
ordained over one of the Congregational churches in 
Portsmouth, in New Hampshire; and had the 
character of an attentive and faithful pastor. His 
labors in the pulpit were acceptable ; for though not 
eloquent, he was earnest and impressive in the de- 
livery of his sermons, which were plain and evan- 
gelical. Mr. Alden gave much of his time to the 
early history of New England, and to the collection 
and preservation of documents, illustrating the 
characters and stating events of past generations. 
He was a member of the Massachusetts Historical 
Society, and furnished several articles for the volumes 
which have been published. Mr. Alden was in- 
strumental in founding a college at Meadville in the 
State of Pennsylvania, of which he was several 
years the principal. But its funds were small, and 
the number of students few : seldom more than five 
or six at the same time. He retired from that Semi- 
nary some y^ars before his decease, which occurred 
in 1839. Mr. Alden published several sermons ; and 
five volumes of epitaphs of eminent men in. New 
England; which contain facts interesting to those 
descended from the ancient families in the country. 

ALLEN, Rev. JAMES came to New England in 
1663, with several others of the non-conforming min- 
isters, who after the restoration of Charles IL were 
ejected: Neal says about two thousand were de- 
prived of their places, as pastors of churches, at that 
period. Mr. Allen was personally known to some of 
the clergy, then in Massachusetts, and he- had a 
high reputation as a scholar and a divine. A few 
years after his arrival he was chosen the pastor of 
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the first churclr in Boston, and was sometime a 
colleague, with Rev. John Davenport^ who had been 
minister of the church at New Haven nearly thirty 
years. Most of the churches in Boston had then 
two pastors ; or a pastor and teacher. With Mr. 
WUson the first pastor, Mr. Cotton was several years 
associated as the teacher ; and after his death Mr. 
Noriouy who had before been settled at Ipswich. 
Mr. Allen was a man of learning, judgment and a 
good measure of zeal, and his influence was de- 
servedly great in the churches. He also took a deep 
interest in favor of Harvard College; and was 
several years one of the corporation of that Institu- 
tion. He died in 1710, still connected with the first 
church in Boston ; at the age of seventy-eight He 
published occasional sermons and essays on polemic 
divinity. An early writer speaks of him '' as humble 
and very rich, and who could be generous when 
the humor is upon him." At his death he was the 
oldest member of the corporation. He was in favor 
of the learned Judge Leverett as President of the 
College : and did much to promote his election when 
some opposed it. - 

ALLEN, Hon. SAMUEL C. received his public 
education in Dartmouth College, and was settled in 
the ministry, over the Congregational Church and 
Society in New Salem, in the north part of the old 
county of Hampshire, Massachusetts. He remained 
in that station and connection several years, when 
he requested and received a dismission from the 
church, — and afterwards entered the legal profession. 
In 1822, he represented the part of the State ia 
which he resided in the Congress of the United* 
States ; and received the election at two successive 
terms following. He then held a seat in the council 
as a constitutional adviser of the Governor of the 
Commonwealth, Mr. Allen died in February 1842, 
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at the age of seventy. His literary privileges and 
advantages were not lost upon him. He had an ex* 
tensive knowledge of men and things, and always 
kept pace with the improvements of the age-. His 
mental powers were of a superior order; he had 
great discernment, a qnick apprehension, and a sense 
of discrimination possessed by few. Mr. Allen pro- 
nounced an eulogy on the character of Dr. Wheehck, 
president of Dartmouth College, on the day of com- 
mencement after his decease. It is written with 
much force and beauty — rich in its sentiments, pure 
and elegant in its style, displaying a chastened and 
correct taste ; and free from the inflated phraseology 
Qften found in orations on similar occasions. His 
moral principles were correct; those of a political 
nature were generally so too. But in the last years 
of his life he and his friends differed on some public 
measures. The'y considered him too much inclined 
to innovation where no good could be expected from a 
change. He would have been one of the last men in 
the State to oppose constitutional law or drder. But 
it becomes wise men to consider, whether frequent 
changes, and the repeated yielding to the popular 
voice, or the clamors of a few who claim to be the or- 
gans of the people, is not dangerous to republicanism, 
and will not soon lead to the extreme of democracy ; 
when, not the great body of the people, but a few 
unprincipled men will have the power, and will use 
it for their own aggrandizement. 

ALLERTON, ISAAC came to America in the 
May-flower, 1620, which brought the first com- 
pany of Puritan worthies, who made a permanent 
settlement in New England ; who retired from their 
native country to Holland 1607-8, for the sake of 
religion, and came to this western desert region, for 
the same high and holy purpose. He possessed con- 
siderable estate, and was one of the leading and en- 
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terprising men of the company. He had a family 
when he came over; but his wife did not long sur- 
vive, and after her decease he was married to a 
daughter of Elder Brewster. Wiien Wilham Brad- 
ford was chosen Governor, on tlie premature death 
of Carver, he requested an assistant ; and Mr. Aller- 
ton was selected for that purpose. He may well be 
ranked with those of the greatest influence in the 
colony for several years. He was one of the six 
who assumed the debts of the company in 1628, 
and was several times employed as agent in Eng- 
land to transact important business Vit the infant 
colony. In 1633, he fell under the censure of the 
company ; but not for fraud or immorality. As he 
was enterprising, he sometimes made bad bargains 
for the company, and on more than one occasion 
exceeded the authority and direction given him. 
The charter from the king failed by his insisting on 
a freedom from all the British laws of navigation 
and commerce. He engaged in the project of making 
a settlement on the Penobscot with others, when the 
Governor of Plymouth was opposed to it; as they 
then had a large tract, for trside, on the Kennebec 
river. But his greatest error perhaps, was his 
employment of Thomas Morton in 1631-2, the very 
turbulent and immoral person who was sometime at 
the head of the unruly company at Mount WoUas- 
ton , and wJio had been sent to England two years 
before as a dangerous man, and a slanderer of the 
Plymouth people. When the agent of the company 
in England, Ailerton employed Morton as a copyist, 
and on his return brought him to Plymouth. This 
was strange and highly injudicious conduct; and 
the Governor and principal men were quite indig- 
nant. After that period, he was not employed as 
agent, nor in any public capacity for the colony. It 
has sometimes been supposed that he was treated 
with andue severity. He soon left Plymouth} ftnd 
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resided someiinie at Marhlehead, but traded to other 
parts of New England, and to the West Indies. ^ A 
few years later, he was a resident of New Haven, in 
the capacity of merchant or trader, and there also 
he left children. There is no proof that he ever 
forfeited the character of an honest man and a 
sincere christian : but he was forid of change and of 
roving, and rather unstable in judgment, compared 
to the other heading men of his day in Plymouth 
colony. He often visited and sometimes made Nan- 
tasket a place of business for a limited period : and 
the north east point of that neck of land owes its 
name to him. The proper name is Aliertcxn, and 
not Alderton. 

ALLIN, Rev. JOHN came to Massachusetts in 
the year 1637, at the same time Hopkins and Eaton 
arrived, who settled in New Haven. Dedham then 
contained several families, some of them went there 

* 

in 1636 — Mr. Allin was settled with them soon after 
he arrived. His character was that of " a humble 
and heavenly minded christian — of a very courteous 
behavior, full of sweet christian love towards all 
men ; and who with meekness of spirit contended for 
the^ faith and peace of Christ's churches." He op- 
ppsed the errors of the Antinomians, who were then 
numerous; having fallen into that pernicious error, 
in their desires to exalt the freeness and sovereignty 
of divine jgrace ; but a tenet not unnaturally de- 
duced from the doctrine of total depravity, and of an 
irrespective decree as to personal and individual 
election. Mr. Allin wrote learnedly and ably on the 
question, moved in his day, and on account of 
which a synod was held in 1662, as to whether the 
children of baptised persons who made a public pro- 
fession of faith in Christ and in the inspiration of 
the Scriptures, and were correct in their moral con^ 
duct, should be admitted to baptism ; or denied that 
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privilege or rite, unless the parents were members of 
a church in fail communion. The synod decided io 
favor of the former ; and allowed the propriety of 
baptising the children of persons, so professing, and 
of sober life and conversation, though not members 
of the church in the fullest sense. There was a 
large minority which dissented from this decision ; 
and several of the clergy wrote against it, as incor- 
rect, and an innovation in the church ; among whom 
were Mr. Davenport, President Chauncy, and 
Increase Mather. The decision of the synod was 
supported and defended by Richard Mather of 
Dorchester, father of Increase Mather, Rev. Mr. 
Mitchell of Cambridge, one of the first scholars and 
theologians of the day, and by Mr. AUin of Dedham. 
Mr. Ailin claims the opinion of the celebrated Dr. 
Owen and Dr. Goodwin of England in favor of the 
decision of the synod ; or as agreeable to that de- 
cision. And hp contended, that persons baptised in 
youth, and who had received a good religious edu- 
cation, and were not immoral, it they publicly de- 
clared their faith in Christ, atid requested baptism 
for their children, could not reasonably nor according 
to scripture be refused. The dispute engaged most 
of the clergy of the time, and many of the laity ; 
and was long agitated with no httle warmth and 
earnestness. The writings of Mr: Allin on the sub- 
ject were in a candid spirit, and affording evidence 
that he sought to defend the truth, and not to gain 
the victory over his opponents. Mr. Allin died in 
1670, and at an advanced age. 

ALLYN, Rev. JOHN D. D. was a native of 
Barnstable, and received his elementary education 
under Rev. Mr. Hilliard, the minister of that towq. 
He then passed the usual term of four years in Har- 
vard College, and was graduated in 1785. There 
was no theological school at tb^at time in Massacbu- 
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setts ; and the theological professor in the univer* 
sity was in feeble health, and unable to give much 
instruction to those who chose to study divinity the 
last year. Mr. Allyn spent some time in 1786 and 
'87 with the learned Dr. Samuel West of Dart- 
mouth ; and under the instructions of that learned 
theologian, his mind received a bias, which led him 
to an independent course of inquiry and research in 
hls^ profession. He was a diligent and honest en- 
quirer after truth ; and tolerant and candid towards 
such as differed from him in their religious senti- 
ments. Dr. Allyn was an argumentative, scriptural, 
and practical preacher. His object was to enlighten 
as well as to impress. He devoted a good portion of 
his time to the religious instruction of children ; often 
gave them books, calculated to inform and influence 
them ; such as they could understand ; and not 
those filled with speculative and disputed points of 
scolastic divinity, asserted and taught in books of 
systematic theology. The young profited much by 
his instructions ; and grew up intelligent believers. 
The last years of his life, Dr: Allyn was in very 
feeble health, and manifested the systems of old age 
at sixty. He died in 1831 at the age of sixty-four. 
Several sermons delivered by him on particular occa- 
sions were published : one on the day of general 
election, one at the Dudleian lecture in Harvard Col- 
lege, one at the Derby Academy in Hingham, an ordi- 
nation sermon ; and one on the anniversary of the 
settlement of Plymouth. 

AMORY, THOMAS C. was a citizen of Boston, 
and educated for the profession and business of a 
merchant. His father and others of the name were 
merchants of high standing and extensive business. 
And it is no small praise to say of any one, of whom 
it may be said with truth, that he was one of the first 
class of merchants in that place. For several gen- 
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erations, the Boston merchants bare been of high 
and honorable characters. They were industrious, 
enterprising, and honest in their dealings. They 
have made money, but most of them made it honest- 
ly. Their style of living was not so expensive and 
extravagant as at present ; but there was convenience, 
comfort and competency in their dwellings, at the 
social board, and in their general manner of living. 
Thomas C. Amory ranked among the most honorable 
merchants in Boston thirty years ago. He died in 
1812, at the age forty-five. There were, indeed, 
many others, who were highly esteemed for their 
probity and fair dealing ; and who at the same time 
gradually accumulated large estates. Mr. Amory 
was particularly beloved by his intimate acquaint- 
ances, for his upright and benevolent conduct, and 
for the manifestation of the social affections. He 
died in the career of successful business, and sur- 
rounded by the endearments of family connections. ' 
Jonathan Amory was a younger brother of the 
former, and had a degree in Harvard College in 1787. 
He engaged in mercantile pursuits ; and was greatly 
esteemed for probity and fair dealing, for benevo- 
lent and honorable feelings. 

APPLETON, Rev. JESSE D. D. received his 
public education in Dartmouth College, where he 
was graduated in 1792, with the reputation of a 
good scholar, and a discreet well principled man. 
He made choice of the clerical profession, and re- 
ceived ordination as the pastor of the first church 
and society in Hampton, State of New Hampshire. 
Rev. Ebenezer Thayer, was his predecessor as min- 
ister of the same religious society. The reputation 
of Mr. Appleton, as a scholar, a theologian and a 
preacher, steadily increased ; and in 1808, he was 
elected President of Bowdoin College ] soon after the 
4 
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death of Rev. Dr. M'Keen, the first President of 
that seminary. Dr. M'Keen was a man of learning, 
and of popular talents, and in his deportment also, 
he was mild and conciliating. It was therefore im- 
portant to have his successor possess these solid and 
estimable qualities. It soon became evident, that 
the overseers and trustees of/ the institution had 
made a happy choice. Dr. Appleton was faithful, 
and sometimes was thought to be too stern and 
strict in his discipline of the pupils ; but he retained 
his popularity ; for he was believed to aim only at 
the improvement, and benefit of those under his care. 
He was in every way qualified for the important 
station. The number of students increased during 
his presidency, and the reputation of the institution, 
given it by his learned predecessor, suffered in no de- 
gree, while he presided over it. He was a hard 
student ever after he undertook the ofiice of Presi- 
dent ; and during his continuance in that station his 
reputation for solid learning was much increased. 
He reviewed his knowledge of the ancient languages, 
and became conversant with the best writers on 
theological and ethical subjects. In mental philoso- 
phy, he was sui^passed by very few. He was 
a close thinker; and his writings show that his 
reading was attended by deep reflection. He wrote 
on no subject without careful study, and -viewing it 
m all its aspects ; and his opinions were not hastily 
or inconsiderately formed. As a preacher he was 
very impressive ; he said nothing to amuse, or to 
startle by its novelty. But he spake as alnortal 
man to dying men. His chief aim was to inform 
the mind and to sanctify the heart. Dr. Appleton 
died in 1^19, aged forty-seven. Of his writings, 
giV«n to the public through the pres^, the principal 
are ordination sermons, and addresses to the gradu- 
ates on the day of commencement. 
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APPLETON, Rev. NATHANIEL D. D. had it 

long and useful ministry in the first society In Cam- 
bridge. His parents were inhabitants of Ipswich, 
and his ancestors of several generations resided in 
that ancient town. He received his first degree in 
Harvard College, 1712 ; and had the reputation of 
a good scholar while a member of that seminary. 
He was early called to be the pastor of the first 
church in^ Cambridge, where an able and learned 
theologian was sought for, as the members of the 
University there attended religious instruction and 
worship. Mr. Appleton was the second person who 
received the degree of Doctor of Divinity from the 
University ; Rev. Increase Mather being the first 
Doctor Appleton raniied among the most popular 
preachers of his time. He was plain and practical 
in his discourses from^the pulpit — sometimes homely 
and quaint in his style, which would not be accept- 
able or proper at the present day. He had the repu- 
tation of a Calvinist ; but if he inclined to that 
particular system of faith, he did not dwell on its 
peculiar doctrines, nor consider it essential to adopt 
them. He was considered liberal in his views ; and 
often assisted in the ordination of those who were 
known to be opposed to the Calvinistic system. It 
was his endeavor rather to reconcile ministers of 
difierent theological sentiments to each other, than 
to cherish or promote disputes on speculative points 
of religion. In the latter part of his life, he was 
often the moderator of councils for the ordination of 
ministers ; and always used his influence for harmo- 
ny in their debates and union in their decisions. He 
lived to a great age, being nearly ninety at his 
decease. His people had a great regard and respect 
for his character. He was a peace-maker among 
them, and took a deep interest both in their temporal 
ai)4 spiritual welfare. If ''he niagnified his ofBce/' 
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it was by fidelity and kindness and benevolence, 
rather than by a dogmatical or severe deportment. 
He continued to preach until he was about ninety 
years of age ; and seemed desirous of being useful 
to his people to the last. Nathaniel Appleton, his 
son, was a respectable merchant in Boston, and a 
man of letters — a graduate of Harvard College, in 
1749. And his grandson, Nathaniel W. Appleton, 
M. D. was a very skilful physician and an amiable 
man, much beloved by his acquaintance and towns- 
men. He too was a literary character : his studies 
were not confined to his profession. > He had a de- 
gree in H. C. 1774 — and died at the age of thirty- 
five. 

ASHMUN, Hon. ELI PORTER an alumnus of 
Yale College, received an honorary degree from 
Harvard University in 1809. He was a distinguish- 
ed attorney and counsellor of law, at Northampton, 
in the County of Hampshire. He was several times 
elected a member of the Senate of Massachusetts, 
and afterwards received the appointment of Senator 
in the Congress of the United States. In all these 
stations, he exhibited superior talents and intelli- 
gence, fitting him for an able legislator. His excel- 
lent moral qualities rendered him highly estimable 
among his acquaintance and neighbors, and without 
these the character of the most talented and learned 
man is essentially defective. The conduct of Mr. 
Ashnfun was without reproach ; and might be safely 
proposed, as an example to all men. Of some pub- 
lic characters, who are distinguished for their mental 
powers and for eloquence, we .may not speak with 
commendation in a moral view ; and their example 
afibrds an apology for dishonesty and licentiousness. 
But in this country, happily such instances are not 
common, ^pst of the politicians of this and of the 
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last generations may be justly honored, as well for 
their exemplary moral conduct, as for their brilliant 
talents. 

ASPINWALL, Dr. WILLIAM was a graduate 
of Harvard College in the year 1764. He studied 
medicine sometime with Dr. Benjamin Gale, an emi- 
nent physician of the State of Connecticut ; and then 
at the Hospital in Philadelphia, then the best medical 
school in America. Dr. Aspinwall settled in Brook- 
line, Massachusetts; and there had an extensive 
practice several years. He possessed a strong and 
active mind ; and held a high place in the estimation 
of his professional brethren. He was early a mem- 
ber and counsellor of the Massachusetts Medical 
Society ; and received the degree of M. D. from Har- 
vard University. In his time and since, a better 
education, and longer preparation for the practice of 
physic have been required ; and the character of a 
physician has become more respectable and elevated. 
The physical nature of man is better understood ; 
and discoveries in chemistry have served to extend 
the knowledge of the property and effects of sub- 
stances used as remedies in most diseases. It is 
true that doctors still sometimes disagree, as to the 
immediate causes and the remedies of some dis- 
orders; but not more, perhaps, than learned men of 
the legal profession, or than those who have made 
general philosophy their study. Dr. Aspinwall was 
a decided friend to the cause of civil liberty, at the 
memorable period of 1775. He -was a sincere re^ 
publican, and in favor of a representative democracy, 
He was personally engaged with the militia who 
turned out and resisted the British troops at Lexing- 
ton and Concord on the nineteenth of April 1775. 
In that year, he was appointed hospital surgeon, a| 
Jamaica Plains, Roxbury. He intended to apply 

4» 



42 WILLIAM K. ATKINSON. 

for an office in the line, but Dr. Warren dissuaded 
him from it. He was afterwards in the public ser- 
vice in the civil department, as Representative, 
Senator, and Counsellor. 

Dr. Aspinwall had extensive practice in the 
disease of the small pox, in 1788, and at other times 
when it prevailed; and with uncommon success. 
Dr. Aspinwall was a professor of religion ; and gave 
satisfactory evidence by his life and conversation, 
that his faith was genuine and inwrought. He was 
nearly blind for several years; but he bore this 
" physical darkness with resignation and tranquilli- 
ty. '* He died in 1823, at the age of seventy-nine. 

ATKINSON, Hon. WILLIAM KING was a 

native of Portsmouth, in ^the State of New Hamp- 
shire, and received his public education in Harvard 
College, with the class of 1783. When at the Uni- 
versity, his surname was King^ but was afterwards 
changed, for respect and relationship to Judge At- 
kinson. Mr. Atkinson studied law, and entered on 
the practice in Dover, in. New Hampshire, where he 
soon acquired a high reputation as a lawyer and ad- 
vocate. At that period there were few regular attor- 
neys in the County of Stafford. In 1773 John 
Sullivan was the only one. But after the war of 
the Revolution they gradually increased, — and now 
the number is about forty. Mr. Atkinson held the 
office of Register of Probate many years ; and other 
important offices part of the same time. He was 
Attorney General, and then a Justice of the Superior 
Court in New Hampshire ; Which shew his high 
character for talents and his moral worth. He died 
in 1820, at the age of fifty-six. There were three 
gentlemen of the name of -Theodore Atkinson, who 
held public offices in New Hampshire. The second 
was a graduate of Harvard College, in 1718; and 
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was Chief Justice of that State* The other, his son, 
had a degree tfiere in 1767-:-died in 1769, at the 
age of thirty-three. The oldest was a counsellor in 
1716, &c. The second and third were each Secre- 
tary of the Province. The second was judge of the 
Superior court, after the death of his son in 1769 ! 
He was also colonel of the militia and sheriff. 
Father and son both held the offices of Secre- 
tary of the Province, and of Chief Justice of the 
Supreme C6urt ; and both were educated in Har- 
vard College ; the oldest in 1718, and the other in 
1757. 

AUSTIN, JONATHAN LORING who was a 
native of Boston, and who was graduated in Har- 
vard College in 1766, ranked among the ardeat 
patriots of the Revolution of 1775. He went to 
France as a public agent, during the war, to obtain 
supplies of clothing, &c. for the American army. 
At a later period, he was both Treasurer and Secre- 
tary of the Commonwealth, and was esteemed an 
attentive and faithful officer-, in each of those situa- 
tions. Mr. Austin held various responsiblB offices 
in his native town ; and shared largely* in the con- 
fidence of his fellow citizens. His father, Hon. 
Benjamin Austin, was much in public life, and a 
firm patriot ; and often and justly too, the children 
claim distinction and an influence from the good 
character of their parents^ 

AUSTIN, JONAr WILLIAMS was a brother 
of the aboye, and received his degree in Harvard 
College in 1769. He studied law and came to the 
bar with the reputation of an eloquent speaker. 
His compositions were also correct and elegant. 
The controversy with England was then the all-ab- 
sorbing subject ; the citizens generally took a deep 
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interest in the dispute. And most of ihe literary 
men of that period were patriots, and advocates for 
colonial rights. * Mr. Austin was a member of the 
convention in Middlesex county, September '1774; 
and was chairman of the committee appointed to 
prepare resolutions to be adopted by the convention. 
Pew, if any surpassed Mr. Austin in nis ardor and 
devotion to the cause of civil liberty. He delivered 
the oration before the citizens of Boston on the fifth 
of March 1778, the anniversary of the massacre in 
that town in 1770. He had a commission in the 
army as Colonel, — and died in one of the Southern 
States in the summer of 1778. 
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BACHUS, Rev. CHARLES D D. was a native 
of Norwich in the State of Connecticut, and received 
his pubUc education in Yale College with the class 
of 1769. He studied divinity, and was settled over 
the Congregational Church and Society in Somers, 
in 1774. The parents of Mr. Bachus died when he 
was a child ; and he was obligated to some of his 
relations for the privilege of a public education. 
He early discovered a love of learning, and was a 
diligent student while a member of the college. He 
afterwards became distinguished as a theologian and 
a logician. He belonged to the Calvinistic school of 
divinity ; a school, in which it is deemed important 
to be logicians and metaphysicians. The peculiar 
tenets of that system require the aid of metaphysi- 
cal reasonings for their elucidation and support. 
Dr. Bachus was an eloquent and impressive preach- 
er. His fame, as a divine and a pulpit orator was 
very great, and many graduates of Yale College 
were prepared for the Christian ministry under his 
instructions. Several of them were eminent minis- 
ters in the churches in the States of Connecticut and 
Massachusetts. Several of his ordination sermons 
were published ; and one delivered at Hartford, on 
the general election. He died under the age of 
fifty. 

BACHUS, Rev. ISAAC several years the pastor 
of a Baptist Society in Middleborough in the State 
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of Massachusetts, was a -native of Norwich. He 
had a good education, hut not collegiate ; he possessed 
a strong mind, and retentive memory ; and at an 
early age manifested a great fondness for reading, 
particularly religious books. He chose the minis^ 
terial profession, and was first ordained over a Con- 
gregational church and society in Middleborough in 
1748. About this time, there was a great religious 
excitement in the country, and questions of various 
kinds arose and were discussed. That relating to 
the subject and mode of baptism, among others. 
Mr. Bachus and some of his people declared them- 
selves in favor of immersion as the mode, and of 
adults as the only proper subjects. The direct and 
immediate cause of the formation of this Baptist 
Society was the imposition of a tax on the memoers 
of Mr. Bachus' church and congregation, for re- 
building or repairing the house of worship of the 
first society, The majority of Mr. Bachus' society 
opposed this, and formed a 'Baptist church. Mr. 
Bachus joined them, and ever after complained of 
the practice of taxing people for the support of the 
gospel. He wrote an ecclesiastical history of New 
England, which contains many important facts, and 
is generally correct as to dates ; but one cannot safe- 
ly depend' on his opinions, or his statements, where 
there is any reference to disputes between the Bap- 
tists and others. He discovers strong prejudices; 
though he did not designedly misrepresent. He 
lived to an advanced age, and died in the ministry 
at Middleborough, 

BADGER, Rev. STEPHEN was graduated at 
'1 Harvard College in the year 1704,; and in about 
^^ ; three years afier received ordination to the pastoral 
office over the Church and society in Naticlc. There 
were then some of the aboriginal Indians of Massa- 
chusetts ; but they were few, compared to the num- 
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ber a century before, when the apostolical Eliot 
preached to them. None now (1842) remain in that 
place or vicinity. The few at Marshpee, and on 
Martha's Vineyard, are the only ones who survive 
to the present day. Mr. Badger had the character 
of a good scholar, and an able theologian. Hia 
printed sermons indicate that he was argumentative 
in his compositions for the pulpit, and addressed 
men as rational beings, with a natural capacity for 
religion. He was considered liberal in his theologi- 
cal views by his contemporaries ; bufrnot so catholic 
as to think it of no importance what sentiments one 
imbibed or professed. Many of the clergy of the 
last generation adopted a more mild and. liberal 
theology than their predecessors had adopted ; but 
holding to the doctrines according to godliness, and 
to what may justly be called evangelical truths. 
They were willing men should form their opinions 
from the Scriptures, rather than adopt a system of 
human Yormation, because it had been received for 
two hundred' years. Mr. Badger may be classed 
with those of this liberal party. His object was to 
make men intelligent as well as apparently zealous 
Christians; that they might perceive their obliga- 
tions to piety and virtue, and be able to give a 
reason for their religious faith and hope. 

BALDWIN, Col. LOAMMI was a citizen of 
Woburn, and distinguished at an early age, by a de- 
sire for knowledge and- improvement. After a good 
common school education, he gave his leisure hours 
to the study of mathematics and natural philosophy ; 
and for this purpose spent some time in attending 
the lectures of Professor Winthrop in Harvard Col- 
lege. Benjamin Thompson, ^afterwards Count Rum- 
ford, was his fellow student in their youth. Mr. 
Baldwin was a practical surveyor, and performed 
service as an engineer. When the war with Eng- 
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land was apprehended, in consequence of its arbi- 
trary and oppressive measures, from 1765 to 1776, 
and it was concluded by the friends of civil liberty 
in the Province, to defend their rights, Mr. Baldwin 
ranked among the zealous and active whigs of that 
memorable period. He was a member of the County 
convention in Middlesex, held in August 1774, 
and soon ^fter entered the military department ; be- 
ing appointed a Lieutenant Colonel in one of the 
provincial regiments raised in May, in 1775. In 
June 1775, he was appointed by General Ward to 
take surveys of the ground between the Massachu- 
setts army, and the posts of the British troops. But 
he did not continue in the army through the war. 
Colonel Baldwin was fburteen years SheriflF of the 
County of Middlesex from 1780 — ^and always had 
the character of an intelligent and faithful officer. 
He was one of the principal projectors of the Mid- 
dlesex canal, the first made in this part of the 
country ; and he was employed as the surveyor and 
engineer. Colonel Baldwin resigned the office of 
Sheriff in 1794, on being appointed superintendent 
of Middlesex canal — and in the oversight and di- 
rection of that work he spent about ten years. The 
canal was opened in 1804. He received an honor- 
ary degree of Master of Arts from Harvard College ; 
and was also a member of of the American Acade- 
my of Arts and Sciences. Colonel Baldwin possess- 
ed kind and social feelings ; and was highly esteemed 
in the community. He died in 1807 at the age of 
sixty-three. Honorable Loammi Baldwin late of 
Charlestown, a very distinguished engineer, and 
often employed by the general government in con- 
structing public works, was his son. He died in 
1838, aged fifty-eight. 

BALDWIN, Rev. THOMAS D. D. was mfiny 
years the minister of the Second Baptist Church in 
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Boston. He was iastatled as pastoT of that clHiieh 
in 1790 : he had Ihea been a preacher some years, 
in another pari of the Slate.. His early educaliiai 
was quite hmited; but be read a good deal after he 
settled in ^ston ; and associated with men of learn- 
ing, by whose company and conversation he profited 
much. When he began to preach, learning was not 
deemed so very important in a preacher of the gos- 
pel, by the Baptists, as it now is. Dr. Baldwin be- 
came more candid in his opinions of other sects : 
and as he was a ^ood man, he loved all good men, 
though they might not have the same theological 
views as those which he entertained. He never ac- 
quired a very polished ^style of writing, but his 
compositions Were correct and sententious. He* had 
a large society, and was an instrument of imparting 
religious knowledge and edification to many. He 
was reputed a devoted and faithful minister of the 
gospel. He published several sermons, delivered on - 
public occasions ; which pcqve him to have been a 
man of thought and observation. He belonged to 
several religious and benevolent kioieties, and took 
pleasure in ministering to the spiritual improvement 
of his fellow man. Dr^ Baldwin died in 1827, at 
about the age of sev^ity. 

BAILEY, Capt. ADAMS was an inhabitant of 
Scituate, Massachusetts ; and early engaged in the 
contest for civil liberty, in 1775. He was an intelli- 
gent man, and thoroughly informed himself respect- 
ing any subject of a public nature in dispute. He 
did not follow the dictation or opinions of others, 
without first being satisfied they required what was 
lawful and right. He had not a party spirit, though ~ 
in determining on bis course, he might prefer the 
policy or measures of one party in the country to 
another. He possessed an active mind, and was 
better inforoied, through his own taste and diligence, 

6 
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than most men of his standing in society. The man 
of a common education, who dcYotes his leisure 
hours to reading and acquires a large stock of useful 
learning, is justly entitled to more credit, than those 
who have enjoyed the means of a more liberal edu« 
cation. Captain Bailey lived to an advanced age, and 
was much respected by all who knew his real worth. 

BAILEY,. Colonel JOHN was a citizen of Han^ 
over in Plymouth County, and a Lieutenant Coloqel 
of the regiment commanded by Colonel John 
Thomas of Kingston, which marched toRoxbury in 
April 1776 : and when Colonel Thomas was com- 
missioned as a General officer in May, Mr. Bailey 
had the command of the regiment. The next year, 
he was appointed the chief Colonel of a regitnenton. 
the Continental establishment; and continued of 
that rank during the war. He had the reputation 
of a brave and attentive officer. He survived the 
war but a few years ; and resided on his farm in 
Hanover. The following persons commanded regu-^ 
lar regiments of the Continental army in the war of 
the Revolution, and in the Massachusetts line. — 
Joseph Vose, John Bailey, John Greaton, William 
Shepard, Benjamin Tupper, Rufus Putnam, Eben- 
ezer Francis, Michael Jackson, (Lieutenant Colonel 
John Brooks was commandant of the regiment most 
of the war, as Colonel Jackson was in poor health,) 
Ichabod Alden, Gamaliel Bradford, Ebenezer Smith, 
Ebenezier Sprout, as commandant, John Patterson, 
James Wesson, Timothy Bigelow, Thomas Nixon, 
Henry Jackson, David Brewer, (a part of the war,) 
David Cobb and Paul Revere were Lieutenant Col- 
onels commandants. John Crane, Colonel of a reg- 
iment of Artillery ; Revere was also of the line of 
artillery. John Nixon, Ebenezer .Learned, John 
Patterson, John Greaton and J. Glover were Briga- 
dier Generals* Artemas Ward, Benjamin Lincoln, 
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William Heath aod Henry Knox were Major Gener- 
als — ^the latter at the head of the artillery line. Some 
others were Colonels in 1775, but did not serve on 
the Continental establishment through the war. — 
Prye, Little, Gerrish, Prescott, Scammons, Whit- 
comb, J. Brewer. Timothy Pickering was Quarter 
Master General, and at one period Adjutant General. 

Rev. Enos Hitchcock, Joel Barlow, Evans, 

Rockwell were chaplains of regiments in the 

Massachusetts line. 

BAILEY, Rev. JOHN was pastor of the Church 
in Boston from 1684 to 1697, and had the character 
of a learned, zealous and orthodox, minister. He 
came to Massachusetts in 1683, at the age of forty ; 
after having been severely oppressed and persecuted 
for his non-conformity many years in England. He 
preached sometime at Limerick in Ireland before he 
came to America ; and often travelled a great distance 
to attend religious meetings held in private houses. 
He had great zeal as a Christian minister; but 
it was not without knowledge and a good degree of 
prudence. He suffered imprisonment for his non- 
conformity ; and he was offered a deanery, if he 
would conform to the rites and forms and tenets of 
the Episcopal church ; but he could not accept it on 
such conditions, Jor he deemed them unscriptural, 
and therefore improper. When before the judges to 
answer his accusers for non-conformity, he said; 
" if I had been drinking and gaming, or carousing 
at a tavern, as do some ministers of the established 
church, I presume I should not be thus treated as 
an offender. Must praying to God, and preaching 
of Christ with a company of Christians, who are* 
peaceable subjects of the king,-^mubt this be a 
crime ? ^' He was discharged only on condition that 
he would leave the country in a few weeks. He 
died in Boston in 1697. He always discovered a 
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Strong feeling of pious trust, and was patient under all 
his persecutions and privations. He*was animated 
by true religious zeal and love. '^ Oh, that I may not 
be of the number of those who live without love, 
speaking without feeling, and act.withoutlife." He 
was very fond of the holy Scriptures. He said 
^' the bible is a precious book ; it is always new, 
and I learn from it, as often as I peruse it ! " He 
published the non»conformists' memorial, biographia 
evangelica, and some other valuable pamphlets. 

BANCROFT, Rev. AARON D. D. graduated at 
Harvard College in the class of 1778: and was or- 
dained over an independent Congregational Society 
in Worcester. He survived to the year 1838; and 
preached until a short time before his death. He 
did not adopt the Calvanistic creed ; and was there- 
fore denied ministerial intercourse by a large num- 
ber of the clergy of that period. He embraced the 
Unitarian system, in its leading tenets : but was too 
independent to adopt the theory of any particular 
sect or class of Christians. In his religious views 
he coincided mainly with Rev. Dr. Mayhew, who 
died about twelve years before Dr. Bancroft received 
bis first degree. Dr. Mayhew published several 
sermons, and other pieces on theological subjects; 
and his writings were read by most of the students 
in divinity, at the time Mr. Bancroft was preparing 
for the Christian ministry. Dr. Bancroft may justly 
be characterised as a rational Christian; and his 
sermons were eminently of a practical tendency. 
In appearance he had less ardor than some others ; 
but he was impressive in his appeals to his audi- 
ence ; and there was so much of argument that bis 
hearers were generally convinced of the truth and 
importance of religion. During the ministry of Dr. 
Bancroft, a great number of the clergy in Massachu- 
4Betts professed . tbeologieal views similar to those 
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which he adopted in more early life. A few years 
before his death, he published a vohfme of sermons^ 
which were honorable to him as a writer and a theo« 
logian. Many of the clergy, who did not agree* 
entirely with him in his religious opinions, spoke 
favorably of these discourses, and considered them 
calculated to recommend and to support the essential 
doctrines of revelation. Dr. Bancroft said, in a ser- 
mon preached when ho was about eighty years of 
age, *' that he felt alone in the world ; his ol<f 
friends had departed, and the young knew him not." 
There is truth in the observation, though it was not 
said by him in a spirit of complaint. It is generally 
true, and such' is the nature of mankind, that the 
aged, especially if without worldly power or treas- 
ures, have little influence, or are little regarded. 
But it would be as unreasonable as vain to cherish 
feelings of discontent on this account. If cheerful 
and unobtrusive, the aged will be esteemed by their 
families and intimate friends; and the applause or 
attentions of strangers would not add to their hap- 
piness, and should not be anxiously sought. As a 
husband and father, Dr. Bancroft was correct and 
exemplary. He also had much of the Christian 
virtue of hospitality. He was a sincere friend, and 
a pleasant companion. He died in 1838, at the age 
of eighty-three. He was a member of the Ameri- 
can Academy, of Arts and Sciences, and received 
the degree of Doctor of Divinity from Harvard 
University. 

BARNARD, Rev. EDWARD son of Rev. John 
Barnard of Andover, whose father, Thomas Bar* 
nard. was also minister of that town, and both 
graduates of Harvard College, received his public 
education in that Seminary with the class of 1736 ; 
and was the pastor of the First Congregational 
Church and Society in Hfiverhill for thirty* one 
6« 
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years. He died in 1774 at the age o( fifty-foiir. 
Several of his occasional sermons were published^ 
and others were requested of him for publication, 
which he declined. Those published were a dis- 
course before the convention of Congregational cler- 
gymen of Massachusetts, one delivered on the day 
of general election, one on a public Fast, and one at 
the ordination of Rev. Mr. Gary of Newburyport. 
After his death in 1774, his friends proposed to 
publish a volume of his sermons, but the war of 
1775 prevented. Mr. Barnard was distinguished as 
a scholar, and a writer. His sermons were correct 
and finished compositions; his style was flowing 
but notdiff*use; his language elegant but not inflated; 
as a pulpit orator he was acceptable and popu- 
lar, but not a declaimer, nor in the habit of address- 
ing the passions to produce temporary excitement. 
In his theological views, he was ranked with Armi- 
nians ; with Dr. Webster of Salisbury, Dr. Tucker 
of Newbury, Dr. Symmes of Andover, Mr. Balch of 
Bradford, Dr. Cummings of Billerica, Mr. Fogg of 
Kensington, Mr, Thayer of Hampton, and Mr. Gary 
of Newburyport. 

BARNARD, Rev. JOHN of Marblehead, had a 
high character as a theologian, a mathei^iatician 
and a general scholar. He received his first degree 
in Harvard GoUege 1700 ; and while a student in 
that Seminary, he was distinguished for his knowl- 
edge in mathematics, and his classical learning. 
He was well acquainted with the Hebrew language, 
as wer^ many others of that day, especially those 
who were designed for the ministry. Dr. GhaiK^cy 
esteemed him one of the most learned men of his 
time. Several of his occasional discourses were 
published ; and are written in a correct and forcible 
style. He had much influence among the clergy^ 
especially in the latter part of his life; and hisopip. 
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joDs werereeeived vriih more than ordinary defer-, 
ence. His reeonunendation of Mr. Holyoke for the 
presidency of Harvard College, it was said, had 
great iu^uence with the corporation and overseers in 
his election. Mr. Holyoke was then a minister in 
Marblehead^ and his character, as a scholar and a 
theoli^an, was well known to Mr. Barnard ; and 
yet their views of the doctrines of Christianity did 
not coincide entirely: an evidence of .candor, and 
of a truly liberal and Christian spirit. He had the 
reputation of a liberal and orthodox divine. 

BARNARD, Rev. THOMAS D. D. received 
his public education in Harvard College with the 
class of 1766. His father was brother of Rev. Ed- 
ward Barnard of Haverhill, before noticed; and 
was first settled in Newbury, and then in Salem. 
On the decease of his father, Dr. Barnard was or* 
dained over the same religious society in Salem. 
He received a doctorate from the University of iBd- 
inburg, and also from Brown University in Rhode 
Island. As a preacher, he was usually plain and 
practical, but sometimes doctrinal and argumenta- 
tive. He seldom discussed speculative or disputed, 
points in theology ; but urged the necessity of a 
holy life and of good works. He insisted on man's 
accountability, and on the great doctrine of a future 
retribution ; thus to impress the heart and arouse the 
conscience; at the same time stating the solemii 
truths of the Christian revelation, as a foundation 
and security for a religious character. Dr. Barnard 
was held in high esteem by his clerical brethren for 
his learning and his liberal views; and he possessed 
social qualities, which endeared him to all with 
whom he associated. He had an extensive and 
correct knowledge of mankind, and was an instruct-^ 
ive and pleasant companion. He published several 
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discourses delivered on public occasions, which were 
well received ; and which bear testimony, alike to 
his talents and candor. 

BARNES,- Rev. DAVID D. D. was an alumnus 
'^ of Harvard College, in the class of 175^^ and set- 
tled in the ministry in Scituate, Massachusetts. He 
lived to 'a good old age ; and always enjoyed the re- 
spect and confidence of his people. As a preacher, 
he was very plain and practical ; and seldom intro- 
duced subjects of speculation, on which pious ^men 
entertain different views. But in conversation he 
did not decline discussing the most difiicult points in 
theology or ethics. He however discovered great 
candor, and cherished friendly sentiments towards 
all men whom he believed well disposed and sin- 
cerely seeking for truth. He was ever, ready to say 
with Solomon, ^' that the conclusion of the whole 
matter was to fear God and keep his commands," — 
with the prophet, ** what does the Lord require of 
thee but to do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly 
with God,'' — with St. Peter, ** I perceive that God 
is no respecter of persons, but in every nation, he 
who feareth God and .worketh righteousness is 
accepted of him,'' — and with our Saviour, "that 
the first commandment is to love God with all the 
heart and soul and strength ; and the second, to love 
our neighbor as ourselves — that on these two com- 
mandments hang all the law and the prophets." 

Dr. Barnes was a great reader ; he was eager to 
obtain every new publication on politics, religion, 
ethics or philosophy. At the same time, he read 
with care and discrimination. He was not merely 
a learned man. He was a correct and able judge of 
the books he perused, and his object seemed to be, 
to collect useful truths in philosophy and morals, to 
communicate to others, lie wished to inform and 
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improve bis people ; especially the young who vrete 
ready to learn. He was '^ given to hospitality, a 
lover of good men," a friend of peace, an advocate 
for free inquiry, and charitable towards those who 
differed from him in their religious sentiments, if 
they were not licentious, conceited and censorious. 
Dr. Barnes lived to an age somewhat greater than 
thxee score and ten. 

BARNES, Hon. DATID LEONARD son of Rev. 
Dr. Barnes, was graduated in 1780, at Harvard Col- 
lege. He chose the law for his profession ; and was 
eminent as a practitioner, in the town of Providence, 
and StatS of Rhode Island. He received the ap- 
pointment of Judge of the District Court of the 
United States for that District ; and died a few years 
after he was appointed to that office. Mr. Barnes 
was acknowledged to %e an able lawyer, and his 
language and elocution were qorrect; and he spoke 
with great readiness and fluency. Had his life been 
prolonged, he probably would have been found 
among the most distinguishe'd judicial characters of 
the country. 

BARTLETT, Hon. JOSIAH was a native of 
Massachusetts, but settled as a physician, after the 
requisite study and preparation, in Kingston, in the 
Province of New Hampshire. He took an early 
and decided part, with other whigs in the country, 
in remonstrating against the ar})i(ra)ry measures of 
the British ministry in 1770-&. And when they at- 
tempted to enforce their oppressive acts by the' mili- 
tary arm, in 1775, he approved of the defensive 
measures then adopted, and of a resort to the sword 
for the preservation of oUr civil rights and liberties. 
He was Colonel of militia in 1770 ; and a member 
of the General Assembly of New Hampshire the 
same year. In 1774, he was a delegate in the Pro- 
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vincial convention or Congress in that province. 
And in 1776 hlad a seat^ as one of the two delegates 
from New Hampshire, iixthe Continental Congress. 
Next after John Hancock, then the president of that 
illustrious b^nd of patriots, his name is borne on 
the memorable document, asserting and declaring 
the United States of America to be free,_ sovereign, 
and independent. Mr. Bartlett remained - in the 
Continental Congress in 1777 and 1778, — and was 
afterwards President of New Hampshire. A few 
years after the constitution of that State vv«s adopt- 
ed, he was chosen Governor ; he succeeded Governor 
John Sullivan in 1790, who had been in the chair 
four or five years. Governor Bartlett died in 1796 
at the age of sixty-six years.r- While in the practice 
of physic, he ranked among the most eminent of 
the profession in New Hampshire. His memory is 
cherished with respect, by those who were person- 
ally acquainted with him, or who remember his 
public services. 

BARTON, Col. WILLIAM was an officer in the 
American army, in the war of the Revolution, and in 
Rhode Island. He had the character of a very 
brave and daring soldier, and he gave full proof of 
it by the -capture of the British General Prescott, in 
1777. The British then had a large force on Rhode 
Island, and occupied Newport and vicinity in the 
spring and summer of that year, under command of 
General Prescott. The militia were collected at sev- 
eral plapes on the continent near the island, but did 
not make an attack on the British. In the month 
of June of that year Lieutenant Colonel Barton pro- 
jected the hazardous plan of seizing the British Gen- 
eral. He took about twenty choice and brave spir- 
its like himself, and proceeded in two row boats in 
the evening, towards the Island. On the wAy he 
h^id to pass very near the British ships of war then 
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riding at anchor, off Newport. But he was not dis« 
covered. He landed, and with part of his company, 
directed his way to the head quarters of the British 
General, who was in a house some distance from the 
town of Newport, but had the usoal guard with him. 
Barton had laid his plans and given proper instruc- 
tions to his men both as to silence and to action. One 
guard was stilled by threats, and others about and in 
the house by like means, or by forcing a way separately. 
General Prescott had retired, and was undressing for 
, bed, but Barton found a way to his chamber, despite 
all obstacles — seized on his person, conve5red him to 
the boat, and brought him off in triumph. The deed 
was scarcely credited when first reported. And it 
excited the admiration of all who heard it. But, in 
the British, admiration was mingled with mortifica- 
tion ; in the Americans, with great rejoicings. Con- 
gress recommended Barton to Washington, the Com- 
mander in Chief, and he gave him a commission as 
a chief ColoneL After the war, Col. Barton was poor, 
and even wholly destitute of all property, and was 
incarqerated in a loathsome jail for months, simply 
for debt. General Lafayette pitied and relieved 
him ; arid in 1828, Congress allowed to him and oth- 
ers who had served in the war of the Revolution, 
a stipend equal to the payment received when 
they were in actual service in the field. And this 
gratuity, or payment, as it might be justly called, 
made the residue of his days more pleasantand com- 
fortable. He died twelve years after this generous 
act of the government. 

BASS, Rev. EDWARD D. D. was an alumnus of 
Harvard College, and had his degree in 1744. He 
received Episcopal ordination and was settled over 
a church in Newburyport,^ which worshipped ac- 
cording to the forms and ceremonies required by the 
English hierarchy, and by law established in the 
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British realm. He was the first Bishop in New Eng* 
land ; but Dot the first in the colonies now forming 
the United States. Previously to his having a Bish- 
oprick, there was one in New York, and several in the 
moore Southern States. Dr. Bass was a good schol- 
ar, and a man of great moral worth. In his deport- 
ment he exhibited much mildness and benevolence, 
as well as charity for those of the congregational or- 
der. He assumed n6 new authority, and claimed 
no greater power after he was bishop, than before.; 
and, therefore, was. highly respected in this higher 
office. His character was that of an an apostolic 
bishop, as described by St. Paul. 

BAYLIES, WILLIAM M. D. of Dighton, Bristol 
County, received, his degree of Bachelor of Arts from 
Harvard College in 1760. As a scholor he was re- 
puted studious and critical; and his general learning 
was made to contribute to his skill and respectabili- 
ty as a physician. He carefully studied the History 
of England and her colonies, and had a great fondU 
ness for reading the biography of eminent men of 
this country. He was an original member of the 
Massachusetts Medical and Historical Societies, and 
of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. No 
one, who had not talents and learning would have 
been elected into these societies. He was inclined to 
indolence in the latter part of his life : but his dis- 
position was so mild and benevolent that he had 
the zespect and friendship of all who knew him. Dr. 
Baylies was an active whig in 1775. 

BAYLIES, HODIJAH of the same town, was a 
younger brother of Williany, before mentioned. He 
received his first degree in Harvard College in 1777, 
and soon after, entered the American army of the 
Revolution. He acted as aid to Major General Ben* 
jamin Lincoln, whose daughter he married, i^ 
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1780 ; two years afterwards he made one of the 
military family of General Washington, the Com- 
mander in Chief. He continued as one of the aids 
of Washington, till the close of the war ; and it is 
said that he always hfiid the confidence 6i that great 
and good man. In 1804, he received the appoint- 
ment of Judge of Probate, for Bristol county. He 
discharged the duties of the office with ability and to 
the acceptance of his fellow citizens; and resigned it 
m 1835, at the age of seventy-eight. He was living 
in 1843, but in retirement, and very feeble health. 

BELCHER, Hoi^. JONATHAN was Governor of 
Massachusetts about ten years,from 1730 to 1740. He 
was a native of Boston, and his father was a citizen 
of great wealth and respectability, a friend to religion, 
an honorable merchant, and an honorable counsellor. 
The son received his public education in Harvard 
College, where he took his first degree in 1699. He 
was a good scholar, and had quite a literary taste, 
but gave his attention to merchandize as his father 
* iiad done, and not without success. Mr. Belcher early 
'visited Europe; and became acquainted with litera- 
ry and political characters of influence. When he 
returned to Boston, he resumed his business as a 
merchant, but took an interest in political affairs; 
was chosen a Representative from Boston, and af- 
terwards' had a seat at the Council. In 1730, Mr. 
Belcher succeeded Governor Burnet, as Chief Magis- 
trate of Massachusetts. 

Burnet was not very popular, and had a long 
dispute with the House of Represientatives respecting 
his salary. Belcher had again visited England, and 
when he found that Burnet would probably not be 
continued in office, he applied for it through his 
friends, and received the appointment. At first, the 
people were pleased that a native of the province 
was to be their Gov^oor ; but he bad a similar dis^ 
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pute with the General Court as his* predecessors had. 
Mr. Belcher was also Governor of New Hampshire; 
that province being included in his commission for 
Massachusetts. He opposed the issue of paper moa* 
ey in 1733, and that rendered him ohnoxious to spec- 
ulators and bankrupts. At a later period he was 
appointed Governor of New Jersey, and removed to 
that colony in the year 1739. He died in 1757, at 
the age of seventy-six, and was greatly lamented for 
his many virtues and useful public services. He 
was esteemed as a pious man, and some thought 
him an enthusiast. He was a great admirer of Whit- 
field. 

BELKNAP, Rev. JEREMY D. D. received his 
first degree in Harvard College, in 1762, being then of 
the age of eighteen. He was designed by his parents 
for the Christian ministry, and soon after leaving 
College, gave his particular attention to the subject 
of theology. At that perit)d the advantages for the 
study of divinity were not so great as at present. 
Books on ecclesiastical history and on biblical criti- 
cism have been multiplied within the last half cen% 
tury. And although some of them are without much 
value, and are rather indicative of the writers indulg- 
ing their imaginations, than remarkable for solid 
.learning or valuable additions to theological knowl- 
edge, yet others have served to elucidate difficult 
4)assages of scripture, and to give more just views of 
revelation. The theological writings of the former 
part of the last century, and of the preceding, how- 
ever, were sources of knowledge and learning on re- 
ligious subjects, calculated to qualify one for an able 
and useful minister of the gospel, on a diligent pe- 
rusal and study. And m6st of the clergy in New 
England of the last century were as learned theolo- 
gians as any of the present period. They careful- 
ly studied the sacred canonical books in their original 
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languages, perused the Christian writers of the three 
first centuries, and had recourse to the learned labors 
of protestant divines from the time of Luther, em- 
bracing a period of more than two hundred years. 
And such was the interest taken on the subject of 
Christianity, as to doctrines, duties, rites and cere- 
monies, and the powers of the clergy — that the re- 
formers searched the scriptures, and early writers of 
the church most diligently, inorder to ascertain the 
meaning and import of the former, and the views 
and opinions of the latter. It became necessary to 
do this, apart from the desire to learn the true doc- 
tines and revelation, that the glosses and false inter- 
pretations of the papists might be detected and ex- 
posed. 

Dr. Belknap wrote in a pure and correct style, 
but evidently without any aim at harmonious pe- 
riods or elegant phraseology. His published works 
are numerous ; the most voluminous are his History 
of New Hampshire, in three octavo volumes: his 
American Biography in two volumes ; several occa- 
sional sermons, on the institution and observation of 
the Sabbath ; political essays; a volume on the doc- 
trines, miracles and resurrection of our Lord, with 
reference to the evidences of the divine origin of Chris- 
tianity; and a centenial discourse in 1792, three hun- 
dred years after the discovery of America by Column- 
bus. 

The credit of founding the Massachusetts Histor- 
cal Society in 1791, is justly due to Dr. Belknap. This 
Society, as it should be, has been instrumental in 
collecting, preserving, and republishing numerous 
pamphlets published in the early periods of the New 
England Colonies, which would otherwise have 
been lost, and thus furnishing niaterials for a cor- 
rect history of the two and three first generations. 
Twenty-eight volumes have been already published, 
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ftod the value of their contents are now generally 
justly appreciated. 

Dr. Belknap was- ordained over the church and 
society in Dover, New Hampshire, in 1767, where he 
continued till 1786. He afterwards took charge of 
the religious society in Boston, Federal street, and 
remained in that station till his death, ' X798. He 
was a faithful pastor and an ^^ able Minister of the 
New Testament,'' and he shared highly in th^ re- 
spect and love of his friends, for his amiable 
disposition and pleasant deportment. The following 
lines were found among his papers : — 

When faith and patience, hope and love, 
Have made as meet for heaven above, 
How blest the privilege to rise, 
Snatched in a moment to the skies ; 
Unconscious to resign oar breath, 
Nor taste the bitterness of death. 

He died suddenly at the age of 56 years. 

BELLINGHAM, Hon. RICHARD was one of 

the original patentees of Massachusetts Bay, from 
the Plymouth Company in. England ; a corporation 
for settling New England, or North Virginia ; a 
company formed in 1606, but not formally sanction^ 
ed and known till November 1620. Sir Richard 
Saltonstall, Isaac Johnson, and John Endicott were 
also patentees. 

Bellingbam came over in 1634. He had received 
a good education, and was by profession a lawyer. 
He had the reputation of being a rigid puritan, and 
in his character was assimilated to ail or most of the 
first settlers i)oth in Massachusetts and Plymouth 
Colonies. But with them religion was not a cloak, 
nor a mere name ; they were sincere and conscien- 
tious. Both in public and private stations they 
were just, upright and faithful. There never was a 
pharge, nor does it appear tha( there was a suspicion 
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of injastice or oppression in either of the Gotremon 
of Massachusetts or Plymouth for the first fifty or 
sixty years ; and while they were elected by the 
people^ In 1686, Dudley and Andros were of a 
dififerent character, and they were appointed by the 
King. So thai when it was said of Bellingham, 
" that he never received a bribe," the remark would 
apply to the other chief magistrates, for the first pe- 
riod. Of Bellingham and Winthropit might be justly 
said, " that they were learned in the law." Per- 
haps it might be applied also to Bradslreet, Nowell, 
Pynchon, and to Haynes and Ludlow ; the two last 
of whom removed to Connecticut in 1636. These 
men considered civil government necessary to the 
liberties of the people. In their opinion, there 
were certain fundamental principles and maicims, 
agreeable to which all laws should be made and civil 
governments maintained. But they contended 
for more power in the people to decide on constitu- 
tional principles, by forming or approving of a so- 
cialcompact, as well as to elect their rulers and 
legislators, than the subjects in England possessed. 
They were real republican* from the first ; but the 
maintenance of laiv and order was deemed as es- 
sential by them as by the people of Great Britain. 
Annual elections, -in which all the freeholders and 
those admitted freemen had a vote, made a great 
change in the nature and form of the civil government 
in Massachusetts, compared to the parent country. 
Laws were made, and taxes im[)osed by the depu- 
ties of the people, chosen in the several towns. And 
in some cases, the representatives, when proved faith- 
ful and able, wt;re re-elected for several years. Bel- 
lingham was not so entirely exclusive and intoler- 
ant as Dudley and Endicott. He was more like 
Winthrop, and even he was strict enough in preserv«« 
ing the purity of faith and worship against all here* 
tics and scismatics. Liearning inclined them to be 
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more tnild s^nd catholic. Dudley and Endieott were 
lees liberal, by any influence from extensive knowl** 
edge on ecclesiastical history, and the study of men- 
tal philosophy. Mr. Bellingham was chosen an as- 
sistant soon after he arrived in the colony, and Gov«- 
ernor in 1641 and 1654; and on the death of Gover- 
nor Endieott in 1664, for eight successive years, and 
till his death in 1673. He survived all the patentees 
and all the early assistants, except Bradstreet, who 
lived to a later period by twenty years. These fathers 
of Massachusetts, no doubt, committed some mis- 
takes, espepially in their severe treatment of Roger 
Williams, of the few Episcopalians in the colony, 
and of the Quakers and Baptists. JLechford, a law- 
yer, who was in the colony, from 1637 to 1641, and 
had strong prejudices against them, for their rigid 
puritanical opinions and conduct, said, " that wiser 
men than they, coming into a new territory and 
forming a new government, would probably have 
committed much greater errors than they did." 

BENTLEY, Rev. WILLIAM D. D. was a native 
of Boston, where he received a good classical edu- 
cation, and after the usual residence of four years in 
Harvard College, took his iSrst degree with the class 
of 1778. He excelled in the knowledge of the 
Greek language, and in three years after he finished 
his studies, as a member of the college he was 
chosen teacher of that language there; and con- 
tinued three years in that station. He was master 
of that copious and sonorous language, and took 
great pleasure in pointing out to the students the 
poetical beauties of Homer. In 1783, Mr. Bentley 
was ordained over the second religious society in 
Salem, and filled that important office, acceptably 
and faithfully until his de^th, in 1819. He gave 
much to his people, to the poor and infirm. He bad 
a. large library, and possessed various and extensive 
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learning. Few in the country were so well acquumted 
with oriental languages and hterature. In his views 
of the Christian revelation, he differed from most of 
his brethren in the , ministry. He did not exalt 
Christianity so highly. He hardly allowed of its 
necessUff, or its 7iefi> truths undiscovered by reason. 
He spoke of the Christian revelation as merely a re^ 
publication of the law of reason and nature ; of 
natural religion, as being designed to confirm what 
Moses, Abraham, Job, and David taught : That 
natural religion was the foundation of the Christian 
religion ; and therefore more important, or superior 
to }i ; that, as it is not what a man professes or be- 
lieves, but what he does — that it is not every one 
who saith, Lord, Lord, but he who does the will of 
his Lord, who will be accepted. — Prom these 
positions, not to be denied or disputed, without some 
qualifications, and allowed to be in a sense important 
and correct ; from these he conchided that natural 
religion taught by reason and nature, and received 
.by all men, was superior to revealed religion, in 
some sense; and that the design of Christianity 
therefore was to bring men back to natural religion, 
to the religion of the patriarchs, which consisted in the 
worship and adoration of one God, with as little out- 
ward form as might be ; in justice, benevolence, and 
kindness to our fellow-man ; and in purity, sobriety, 
temperance and self-denial. It is not my purpose 
to discuss any such' question as may here arise, but 
only to state some of Dr. Bentley^s religious views. 
They were not peculiar to him. Many expressed 
similar sentiments in the early ages of Christianity; 
in the time of Eusebius the historian. And some at 
the presetit day entertain similar opinions. Dr. 
Bentley published several discourses delivered be-* 
fore Free Masons, at ordinations, and on the General 
Election. He died in 1819, at the age of sixty* 
three. 
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BLI9S, Hon. GEORGE i. L. D. received his 
education in Yale College, Connecticut, and was 
graduated in 1784. He chose the profession of law, 
and was distinguished for legal learning, and for 
good judgment and integrity as an attorney. He 
settled in Springfield^ Massachusetts, the place of 
his birth. He had a great thirst for knowledge, and 
was a diligent student through life, His acqtiire* 
ments were great, and his application of his talents 
and learning were to useful purposes, both in a 
moral and political view. He traced the customs 
and principles of law to their origin ; and was de- 
sirous of ascertaining the authority on which they 
rested. Pew were as well read in law as Mr. Bliss; 
and very few as diligent and thorough in searching 
for legal precedents to bear on any cause in which 
he.w^s engaged as attorney or counsellor. He was 
frequently called into public life by his fellow 
citizens; having been elected several years as 
Representative, Senator or Counsellor. The re- 
ligious character of Mr. Bliss merits high commenda- 
tion. Being a firm believer in divine revelation, he 
made public profession of the Christian faith ; and 
made that holy system the rule and guide of his 
conduct in all the , relations of life. 

BOLLAN, WILLIAM Esq., came to America in 
1743, soon after Governor Shirley settled in Boston, 
whose daughter he married. He was a lawyer by 
profession. In 1746, he was sent as agent to Eng- 
land for the Province; and continued in that station 
several years. His talents were of a superior order; 
and he gave himself much to the study of the re- 
sources and statistics of the country, especially of 
Massachusetts. He was an able and faithful agent 
for the Province, and in various ways, sought for its 
welfare and prosperity. But in 1762, he fell under 
the censure of the General Cou^t, the majority of 
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which supposed he did not fully slate the expenses 
which the Province had incurred in the long war 
of 1754 — 1762. It was a matter of regret with 
many that he was superseded in that oifice ; for it 
was soon evident that his successor was less able or 
attentive than he had been. Mr. Bollan was an 
Episcopalian ; and some prejudice on that account, 
might still exist in the people generally in New 
England. The Council however, continued him as 
their agent for several years ; and had no cause of 
regret'for the confidence ihey placed in him, or for 
his conduct in that capacity. He lived to witness 
the collision between the parent country and the 
colonies in North America, which he probably long 
foresaw and Umented. He died in the year 1776. 

BOURNE, BENJAMIN L L. D. of Bristol, 
in the State of Rhode Island, received his public 
education in Harvard College with the class of 1775. 
He descended from Rev. Richard Bourne of Sand- 
wich, Massachusetts. He chose the legal profession ; 
and had the reputation of an able lawyer. He also 
possessed the esteem of those who knew him, as an 
honorable and accomplished man. Mr. Bourne was 
a member of Congress under the present Federal 
government, and always discovered a thorough 
knowledge of the resources of the country ; and ap- 
proved the policy of President Washington and 
Adams. In 1800, he received a commission from 
President Adams as one of the judges of the United 
States circuit court, established that year, by a law 
of Congress: and he was much respected in that 
capacity and station. In 1801, the law establishing 
that court was repealed ; and Judge Bourne did not 
long survive after that time. 

BOURNE; RICHARD was one of the first inhabr 
it2^nt9 of Sandwich, in the county of Barnstable, 
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which was settled in 1635. During several years as 
the people there had no ordained minister, be usual- 
ly performed tlie public religious services. He soon 
manifested a desire to have the Indians of that vi- 
cinity taught the great doctrines and duties of Chris- 
tianity, and to be civilized through its bie^ed influ- 
ence, and the aid of agricultural occupations. In 
1650, he labored to teach the Christian religion to 
the natives, and sometimes with good success. 

Mr. Bourne may be considered the third Missiona- 
ry in the order of time, to the Indians in New Eng- 
land. Thomas Mayhew of the Vineyard was the 
first, in 1643, and John Eliot of Roxbury, was the 
second, in 1646. Mr. Bourne was ordained over 
the Indians of the tribe at Marshpee, in 1670, by 
Rev. John Eliot of Roxbury, and Rev. John Cotton 
of 'Plymouth, a son of the first Mr. Cotton of Boston. 

Mr. Bourne aimed also to promote the temporal 
welfare and improvement of the Indians, to introduce 
among them the arts of civilization. But his success 
was not gc^at in this respect, though several of the 
Marshpee tribe were induced to have a fixed and per- 
manent residence, and to cultivate the soil. He man- 
ifested his regard for their welfare, by prevailing on 
the colonial authority to confirm their lands to them 
and their children so that they might not be able to 
sell to any one for any consideration. His son and 
a grandson were also great friends to the Indians, and 
labored for their improvement. 

BOWDITCH, NATHANIEL L L. D. was born 
in Salem,~and his parents were of the common class 
of people, but respectable. While quite a youth he 
discovered an uncommon spirit of inquiry, and an 
ardent desire for knowledge. His father did not feel 
able to give him an expensive education, without 
deing injustice to the other members of his family ; 
sind young Bowditch waa sometime employed as a 
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clerk in a merchant's counting room. Though aU 
wa^s attentive in the discharge of the duties of his 
station, and faithful to the interests of his employer, 
he gave much time to reading and study. This was 
done by devoting the time to books which most 
young persons spend in recreation and amusement. 
Mathematical studies were principally pursued by 
him from his youth. He was resolved to under- 
stand the science of numbers, and at the age of 
twenty, he surpassed all his contemporaries in this 
department of knowledge. A little before he reach- 
ed this age, he expressed .a desire to take a distant 
voyage; induced probably by a desire to see foreign 
countries, as well as to engage in some profitable 
employment. Here his^habits of industry, and his 
love of mathematkal pursuits continued. When 
not performing his proper duties, he was at h^s 
books ; and while eager to store his own mind with 
knowledge, he was always ready to assist others in 
their studies, and even to excite them to spend their 
leisure hours in the attainment of useful information. 
He taught several of the seaman the art of naviga- 
tion, who had not studied it before. As he ad- 
vanced in life, Mr. Bowditch cherished still more 
strongly his love of mathematics, incliKiing the sub- 
lime subject of astronomy. His work on navigation 
has been of great use to seamen, while it is proof of 
his diligent and profound studies. His great work 
entitled, ^' Mechanique CekeslCj'^ is not surpassed by 
that of any philosopher or astronomer which has 
ever appeared. In / this work he has discovered a 
most comprehensive mind^ by which it has been 
acknowledged he rose above Franklin, to a level 
with Newton. His great and wonderful attainments 
may justly be attributed to his uncommon industry, 
to his profound reflections, and his thorough inves- 
tigations. As a friend, a son, the head of a family, 
and a citizen, he was,highly estimable and greatly 
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beloved; as a Christian at once liberal and unosten- 
tatious, humble and devout. He died in 1838 at 
the age of sixty-four. He received the degree of 
L L. D. from Harvard University in 1816. And he 
was a Fellow of the Royal Society of London, and 
of other learned societies in Europe. 

BOWDOIN, Hon. JAMES L L. D. was of 
French descent, and- his grandfather Pere Bowdoin 
who came to America in 1688, was a Hugonaut, or 
French protestant. His father was a respectable 
merchant in Boston, and by diligence and prudence 
acquired a large estate. Mr. Bowdoin received the 
degree of A. B. in Harvard College in the year 
1745, at the age of eighteen. Even at that early 
age, he had the reputation of a diligent student and 
a good scholar. After leaving the University, he 
devoted much more time to literary pursuits than 
the graduates of the college generally do. In his 
youthful days, he sometimes indulged in poetical 
effusions. But his poetry was not much admired. 
He published a pamphlet in rhyme; of which he 
and his friends were surprised to find that the booji- 
•seller disposed of only five or six copies. His chief 
study was directed to mathematics, astronomy, and 
the physical sciences. He corresponded with some 
of the most eminent astronomers in England, and 
wrote several articles for publication in the volumes 
of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences ; of 
which learned society he was president, from 1780, 
when it was founded, till the time of his death, in 
1790. Mr. Bowdoin was one of the leading charac- 
ters of the Revolution of 1775. He was decided and 
firm in his opinions, but less ardent than some of the 
patriots of that memorable period. And moderation 
united to firmness was as necessary as ardor and 
zeal. He was a member of the General Court, as 
early as 1754, wh«i he .was only- thirty ; and from 
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that time generally had a seat in the legislature, in 
the House or Council. More than once, he received 
the negative of the Governor, for his firmness in 
opposing the arbitrary acts of Parliament. The 
other counsellors chosen. May 1774, by the General 
Court, were John Erving, James Pitts, Artemas . 
Ward, Benjamin Greenleaf, Caleb Gushing, Michael 
Farley, Samuel Phillips, Richard Derbyj Jr., James 
Otis, William Sever, Walter Spooner, Jeremiah 
Powell, Benjamin Chadbourn, Zedediah Preble, 
George Leonard, Jerathmiel Bowers, Enoch Free- 
man, Jedediah Foster, John Adams, James Prescott, 
Norton Quincy, Benjamin Austin, Timothy Daniel- 
son ; but Governor Gage gave his negative to the 
following persons — Bowdoin, Dexter, J. Adams, 
Winthrop, Danielson, Austin, Phillips, Farley, Pres- 
cott, Quincy. With the exception of Bowers, the 
above were requested by the Provincial Congress in 
Oct. 1774, to attend at the (then) next session of that 
body, as the constitutional counsellors of the prov- 
ince ; and the mandamus counsellors were disowned. 
He may be classed with Otis, S. Adams, and J. 
Adams, S. Dexter, J. Hawley, J. Winthrop, J. Han- 
cock. Bowdoin, Winthrop, (professor,) and Dexter 
were among the most literary characters of their 
day. Mr. Bowdoin was one of the five delegates 
chosen in Massachusetts in June 1774, to attend a 
Continental Congress which met in September of that 
year at Philadelphia; but was unable to attend. 
He had a seat in the Supreme Executive Council of 
Massachusetts in 1775, and several years following : 
and he was president of the Convention which 
formed the constitution of the State, in 1780. He 
had the highest respect for General Washington. 
He considered him one of the greatest men who had 
ever lived. Mr. Bowdoin was Governor of Massa- 
chusetts fn 1785 and ^1786; and his administration 
of the government of the State received the approba- 
7 
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tion of the great body of the people. The times re- 
quired uncommon firmness and prudence. The debts 
of the commonwealth were to a great amount, arising 
from the expenses of the war of the Revolution, 
which continued to 1783 ; and the taxes were high 
and burdensome : so that a portion of the people 
which did not duly reflect on the cause of the taxes 
complained, and at length attempted to prevent the 
due course of law and justice by combination and 
force. By prudence and decision in Governor 
Bowdoin, the lawless were restrained, and the an- 
archy which threatened was happily prevented. In 
private life his character was without reproach. 
He fully sustained the character of an honest, 
benevolent man, and of a sincere and humble Chris- 
tian. His faith in the truth and the divine origin of 
Christianity was free of all doubt — and whil^ he 
exercised his reason, in ascertaining the meaning of 
difficult and obscure passages, he bowed to the 
authority of Christ, and received hts plain declara- 
tions with submissive reverence. He attributed his 
belief in the gospel, in a great measure, to a careful 
perusal of Butler's analogy of natural and revealed 
religion. 

BEADPORD, WILLIAM one of the principal 
men by whom Plymouth colony was settled in 1620, 
was chosen Governor soon after the death of John 
Carver, in March 1621 ; and was annually elected 
till his death in 1657, except five years, when he 
was'excused at his own particular request. Edward 
Winslow was elected three years, and Thomas 
Preuce two years within that period. Governor 
Carver was a very discreet and prudent character ; 
and his early death was greatly lamented. Mr. 
Bradford was thirty-two years of age when the 
company of one hundred began the settlement of 
Plymouth. It appears by his letters and other man- 
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uscripts, and by the testimony of his contemporaries 
also, that he had a good education. He understood 
the ancient languages,' and was well read in theology, 
in ecclesiastical and general history. He early 
united himself to the Church of puritans under, 
Clifton and Robinson ; and after suffering persecu- 
tion on account of religion several years, he went 
with others to Holland in 1608. There they re- 
mained nearly twelve years, when they removed to 
America. Robinson and most of his church were 
at first rigid separatists ; and declined all religious 
intercourse with those of the established Episcopal 
churches, because of the great errors and corruptions 
which then prevailed in them. But they became 
mpre mild and catholic after a few years. , Mr. 
Bradford, and Mr. Carver, and Mr. R. Cushman, 
went agents to England for the company at Leyden, 
in 1618 and 1619, to obtain leave for occupying 
some territory in Virginia, north or south, and for 
making propei; preparations to transport their 
families to the new world. Religion was their prin- 
cipal object in removing, and in settling in a wild 
and unsubdued forest. None but men sincerely re- 
ligious, would have voluntarily submitted to such 
privations, difSicuties and dangers, and made such 
sacrifices as they did. **They forsook a fruitful 
land, goodly houses and dear relatives, to go to a 
distant wilderness, thousands of leagues by sea. 
They suffered all this and more, that they might 
enjoy the ordinances of Christ in their primitive 
purity." — '^ They preferred purity in religion and 
the primitive doctrines of the gospel before all the 
honors and pleasures of the world.'' The story, of 
their sufferings has been so often told, that it is not 
necessary to dwell upon it. Governor Bradford re- 
tained the esteem of the colony during the long pe- 
riQ4 he" was chief magistrate. There was never 
^ny charge of n^al-conduct preferred against him^ — • 
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nor were any oppressed by his agency; and no 
jealously or rivalship ever existed between him and 
the other leading characters of the colony. He left 
two sons by a second wife, Mrs. Alice South worth ; 
a son by the first wife was lost on a passage to Eng- 
land. His son William had a numerous offspring; 
nine sons, and four daughters. This son was an 
assistant, treasurer of the colony, the commander of 
the militia, and in 1686, the deputy governor. He 
was also one of the Council in Massachusetts, under 
the second charter, granted in 1691, when Plymouth 
was included in that Province. He died in 1704, at 
the age of eighty. One of his sons settled at Nor- 
wich, in Connecticut. One in Duxbury by the name 
of Samuel ; whose son Gamaliel was judge of the 
Court of Common Pleas for the County of Plymouth, 
and a counsellor, in the time of Governor Bernara 
^nd Governor Hutchinson. And his son Gamaliel 
was a colonel during the war of the Revolution ; 
and afterwards a Representative and a magistrate. 
" These all died in faith," — faith in the doctrines 
and promises of the Christian revelation — and in 
faith of the propriety of the Church government, 
discipline and practice of their pilgrim fathers of the 
Leyden society under John Robinson. — " This Mr. 
Robinson," says an Episcopalian, " to give him his 
due, was a learned man and of a mild spirit." In 
the last ten years of his life he was far more candid 
and charitable in his religious opinions, /than when 
he first separated from the established Church. His 
various writings aifford proof of his extensive learn- 
ing. He received his education in one of the 
colleges in Cambridge. Dr. Belknap, and others 
after him, say he was " probably " educated in that 
University. They might have omitted the word 
probably. In a manuscriptvleft by Mr. Robinson at 
his death, he says — " As they who affect alienation 
5rom others make their differences as great, and the 
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opiQions and practices of tho3e opposed to them as 
odious as possible : so, on the contrary, they who 
desire peace interpret things as favorably as they 
can, and seek for a lawful door of entry into agree^ 
ment or accord with them. Of this number I pro- 
fess myself to be, by the grace olf God, both as a 
companion and a guide; especially as to my Chris- 
tian countrymen, to whom God has tied me by 
many bonds ; accounting it a cross that I am in any 
particular compelled to dissent from them. And I 
esteem it a benefit, and a matter of rejoicing where 
I can w;ith a good conscience unite with them in 
matter, if not in manner; or, where it 'may be, in 
both. And thia affection I have always cherished 
in my breast, even when I seemed farthest drawn 
from them. And all who know my course can 
testify that I have opposed all sour zeal against and 
rejection of such as whose holy graces challenged 
respect from all Christians. I have one and the 
same faith, hope, spirit, baptism and Lord, which I 
had in the Church of England, and none other: 
and I esteem many of that Church to bo partakers 
of the like faith ; and. therefore as my Christian 
brethren." Bradford and Winslow bear testimony 
to the great candor of Mr. Robinson, in the latter 
part of his life. It was greatly to the honor of Mr. 
Robinson that ho became more candid and liberal 
as he advanced in life, and his knowledge increased. 
So it is with all independent and honest minds. He 
died in 1625, at Ley den, at the age of fifty, when^ 
intending to remove to America with the portion of 
his Church who did not emigrate in 1620, 1621, or 
1623. 

BRADFORD, Hon. WILLIAM a native of 

Plympton, Massachusetts, a son of Samuel, who 

was a great-grandson of Governor William 3rad<? 

ford, was an eminent lawyer, aad early settled at 

7% 
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Bristol, in Rhode Island. He first studied medicine, 
and practised a few years in early life. His- 
business as. a lawyer, was quite extensive in the 
southern parts of Massachusetts, as well as in 
Rhode Island. He was an able and popular advo- 
cate; and given to wit and humor, which rendered 
him a pleasant companion. He held the office of 
Lieutenant Governor in Rhode Island several years-; 
and when the General government was established 
under the constitution of the United States, he had 
the appointment of a federal Senator. He retained 
this station some years, when he resigned on account 
of the feeble state of his health. He lived near 
Mount Hope ; and his lands included that memora- 
ble eminence. One of his sons had his public edu- 
cation in Harvard College ; and one of the family 
lately owned thel estate of his ancestor. 

BRATTLE, THOMAS Esq., aq eminent man 
of, Boston, Massachusetts, was brother of Rev. 
William Brattle of Cambridge. He received, his 
first degree at Harvard College in 1676. He rank- 
ed high as a scholar ; and as a mathematician and 
astronomer : very few of that period were his equals 
in that department of science. He wrote an account 
of the Salem witchcraft, which alarmed .the country 
in 1692 ; and many were put to death at the time of 
that lamentable delusion. He had no faith in witch- 
craft, and his statement, as well as those of some 
others made soon after, afibrded satisfactory evi- 
dence that the persons charged were innocent of th« 
crime, and that their accusers were under the in- 
fluence of most unfounded and superstitious fears. 
Two of the judges, out of five, which constituted 
the tribunal before which they were tried, and sev- 
eral clergymen, were opposed to the persecutions and 
ejcecutions which took place for that purpose. Mr. 
Brattle was a religious- character, but more liberal 
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in some irespects than the majority of his day, 
especially on the subject of Church government 
And he supposed all of a religions society, who 
regularly attended public worship and paid their 
taxes towards the minister's support, had a right to 
vote in all the concerns of the society. He denied 
that the members of the Church had the exclusive 
right to settle the minister. 

BRATTLE, Rev. WILLIAM was many ye^rs 
pastor of the first Congregation&l Church and So- 
ciety in Cambridge. He had his first degree in 
Harvard College in the year 1680 :' and was one of 
the best scholars of his day. He passed seyeral 
years as an instructor and fellow in the college ; and 
his services were highly appreciated. Dr. Increase 
Mather was then president of the college ; but 
passed nearly three years in England, from 1688 to 
1691 ; and Mr. Brattle and John Leverett, after- 

, wards the president, were liie only instructors. The 
students were well governed, during this period; 
and' they made as great improvement as when the 
president was with them. Dr. Mather did not re- 
side wholly near the college: he was pastor of a 
church in Boston while president, and there was his 
usual and general residence. Mr. Brattle was a fel- 
low of the Royal Society in London ; a distinction 
of which very few Americans could then boast. 
He was a superior writer for his time. His sermons 
were well studied and his didactic compositions, in 

, the opinion of Mr. Dummer, a competent judge, 

were equal to those of the clergy in England which 

passed through the press. Mr. Brattle died in 1717, 

aged fifty-four; and left a high character as a 

' pastor and a theologian. 

BRIGHAM, Hon. ELIJAH was educated in Dart- 
mouth College, and received his first degree in 1778. 
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He passed through college with the reputatioo of a 
good scholar and a correct young man. He choise 
the law for his profession ; and acquired and main- 
tained an honorable character among his brethrenof 
the law, and of his fellow citizens generally, in the 
County of Worcester in which he resided. In 1810, 
he was elected a member of Congress; and contin- 
ued to hold a seat in the national legislature several 
years. He died in 1817, while a member of that 
body. — He was also a justice of the Court of Com- 
mon Pleas for the County of Worcester ; and some- 
time a member of the Senate and of the Supreme 
Executive Council of Massachusetts. He was much 
esteemed as a man of good sense and sound judg- 
ment ; intelligent and correct as a politician^ as well 
as candid and conciliating in his opinions. He had 
more reason to be tenacious of his own sentiments 
than many others, who are conceited rather than 
wise ; and obstinate rather than decided. Mr. Brig- 
ham hac^ equal firmness and moderation. He held 
other stations than those mentioned, of a public 
nature ; and was always found attentive and faithful 
in discharging the duties of his station. 

BREWSTER, WILLIAM one of the principal 
founders of the Plymouth Colony, in 1620, received 
his education at the University in Cambridge, Eng- 
land, and was sometime under-secretary of Sir Wil- 
liam Davison, an Embassador to Holland in the 
time of Queen Elizabeth. Davison fell under cen- 
sure from the Queen and her ministers, and his po- 
litical office was taken from him ; and Brewster was 
thus thrown out of public employment. He was pious 
from his youth, and was early found among those 
who opposed the ceremonies and forms of the Eng- 
lish Episcopal church. The puritans, or separatists, as 
they were then called, assembled in private houses, 
in small companies ; and Mr. Brewster's house 
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was one o/ the places where they often met fof re- 
ligious worship, in which they did not conform to 
the prayers and rites required by the common laws 
of the realm.* By his influence, a* society wasform- 

* In 1683, sixty regular ministers in SafTolk conntj, England, were 
silenced, on a charge or suspicion of non-HSonrormity ; sixty-fonr m 
Norfolk, thirty-eight in Hs^ex, and twenty-one in Lincolnshire. The^ 
latter was the county in which originally resided several of Mr. Rob- 
inson's church. These twenty-one silenced clergy of Lincolnshire 
presented the following petition to the Lords of the Council. It has 
not been given by any one who has referred to the history of the 
Paiitans of that period^; — ** Forasmuch, right honorable, as the 
Lord of heaven and earth bath 'substituted your honors next under 
her majesty, to procure passage to his gospel, beauty to his church, 
and glory to his kingdom ; in which business of the Lord, to the 
great joy of adl those' who pray heartily for Jerusalem, hitherto yoa 
Jiave happily proceeded. We whose names are under written, whoo^ 
the same Lord hath in mercy placed over some of his people here in 
Lincolnshire, as pastors and preachers to feed them with the word of 
truth, do humbly beseech your honors to regard the pitiful and woful 
state of onrx;ongregationa and people in the^e parts, which being des- 
titute of our ministry, by means of a subscription, generally and 
strictly urged now and of late by the bishop^s officers, do mourn and 
lament. It is well known to your Lordships that an absolute sub- 
scription is required though the province of Canterbury, to three ar- 
ticles : concerning her Majesty's supreme authority in the Church, 
the book of common prayer with that of consecrating bishops and 
priests, and concerning the book of articles. As touching the first, 
we offer ourselves to a full subscription, as^ always heretofore we 
have done ; as also to the articles of religion ; but cannot be accept- 
ed herein without an absolute subscribing to the other, unto which 
we dare not condescend, being not as yet (many of us) fully ac- 
quainted with the book of consecrating bishops and ordaining priests 
and deacons ; and all of us unresolved and unsatis6ed in our con- 
sciences in many points of the common prayer. May it please your 
Lordships also favorably to consider, that in refusing an absolute sub- 
scription, we do it, not out of any arrogancy ; but for that we have 
not any sufficient resolution, which wc earnestly desired, of some 
doubts about divers weighty matters and points in the same book : 
which requests of ours siih we could not obtain, we desired, that, in 
the least, in our subscription we might make exception of the things 
whereof we doubted, which they have utterly denied us ; for which 
causes, right honorable, we fearing to subscribe, so absoliltely as we 
were urged, we are ail suspended from the execution of the fnnctiong 
of our ministry among our people, to the great danger of their bou1s» 
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ed in his vicinity, composed of such as. were opposed 
to much of the ritual of the Episcopal Churchy and 
anxious for a purer worship, and more agreeable to 
that of the primitive Christians. Clifton and Rob- 
inson became their teachers; and stfter being long 
harrassed and persecuted, they retired to Holland in 
1607 and 1608, with little property saved from the 
oppressions of their cruel persecutors. At Amster- 
dam, where they first resided a year, and afterwards 
at Ley den for ten years more, Mr. Brewster en- 
gaged in the business of teaching youth the English 
language, and had the charge of a printing officer 
He was long the ruling Elder of the church ; and 
at that day, the churches which separated from the 
established Episcopal Church chose none for ruling 
elders who were not able to teach. On settling at 
Plymouth, as Mr. Robinson did not come with them, 
and they were long without an ordained minister, 
Mr. Brewster took the lead in public religious wor- 
ship ; and his services were highly acceptable. He 
was indeed a learned theologian ; and fully compe- 
tent to instruct the people in the doctrines and duties 
of the Christian religion. He left a high character 
for faith, ' piety, humility, resignation, benevolence 
and charity. He was the oldest of the first com- 
pany, by which Plymouth was colonized; being 
about sixty years old, when the company came 
in 1620. He died in 1644, at the age of eighty-four. 

and danger of losing the fruit of our former poor labors, which we 
have by God^s grace employed upon them. Wherefore, we humbly 
crave of your honors, our cause being, as we are persuaded, the 
Lord's own cause, and his church's, that it may be considered : and 
tiiat, since we can neither be impeached of false doctrine nor con- 
tempt of her majesty's laws, nor of refusing the use of the book of 
common prayer in our charges, nor breeding contention and sedition 
in the church : and sincc^papists, her majesty's enemies, with athe- 
bts, to the corruption of religion in doctrine and manners, do daily in- 
erease, we may be restored to our churches and people, in such sort, 
as with, all peace of conscience, we may go forward with the Lord'i 
work, in building up his house in our several places.'* 



s 



JOHN BROOKS. 83 

At the time of his decease he had a considerable 
library, and his memory was long and is even now 
cherished with great respect, as a godiy man, and 
a useful member of society. His descendants are 
mimerous, and scattered in various parts of the 
country. His oldest son settled at New London in 
1656. His other son, Love or Freelove, died in 
Duxbury, at an age not very advanced. William 
and Wrestling were sons of Love, not of the Elder 
as sometimes stated. Nathaniel Brewster, who had 
a degree in Harvard College in 1642, was also a 
grandson of the Elder. He went to England and 
was settled there iii the ministry ;' but was ejected in 
1663, and afterwards returned to America, and 
settled over a society on Long Island. 

BROOKS, JOHN may justly be considered as 
one of the most distinguished military characters in 
Massachusetts, of the last generation. Not that he 
was educated a soldier, or that his chief distinction 
was that of a military hero. He had amiable quali* 
ties, which endeared him to his fellow citizens, and 
entitled him to high esteem as a worthy moral 
character. In early life he studied medicine, and 
settled as a physician in Reading, near Medford, the 
place of his birth. But the war of the Revolution 
commenced soon after he took up his residence in 
the place first mentioned. He was a sincere patriot, 
and therefore much opposed to the oppressive and 
arbitrary measures of the British ministry at that 
period. He soon made up his mind to take an ac- 
tive part in the dispute, then existing between the 
parent government and the people in the American' 
colonies. He was elected captain of a company of 
the militia, (hen called ** minute men, " in Reading: 
and spent much time in teaching them the military 
discipline. In the Spring of 1776, he received a 
commission as Major in a regiment of which Ooloti^l 
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Ebenezer Bridge, of Chelmsford, was commaoden 
He repaired to the vicinity of Lexington and Con- 
cord, at the alarm of the attacks on the people in 
those towns, the nineteenth of April, 1775. From 
that time, he was in the military service of the 
State and country till the close of the war in 1783. 
He went on to Charlestown heights, with Colonels 
Prescott and Bridge, the night of the sixteenth of 
June, but was not in the battle of the seventeenth, 
being sent early the morning of that day, by Col- 
onel Prescott to General Ward, then chief com- 
mander of the militia assembled in Cambridge, for 
recruits. From Cambridge he proceeded according 
to his instructions to Medford, to hasten on the 
militia of New Hampshire, under command of the 
veteran General Starks, then encamped in that town. 
But having no horse to ride, he was engaged many 
hours in this service, and in requesting other troops 
then in the vicinity, to hasten on to Bunker Hill ; 
and was not therefore in the fort with Colonel Pres- 
,cott during the battle of that memorable day. The 
next year, 1 776, he received a commission as Lien- 
tenant Colonel, and continued in the war till the 
return .of peace ; with a high reputation for brav«ry, 
intelligence and fidelity. He was a strict disciplin- 
arian ; and often received the approbation of Gener- 
al Washington, for his prompt attention to and dis- 
cbarge of the duties of his station. Colonel Brooks 
had great influence with his fellow officers^ as "well 
as with the men under bis immediate command; 
and that influence was always exerted in support of 
order, and in suppressing all insubordination and 
irregularity. His courage was often exhibited on 
trying occasions, and in situations of danger. At 
Saratoga in 1777, in checking the march of the 
British General Bourgoyne through the country, he 
rendered great service at the head of his regiment, 
and contributed his full portion by activity and resOi- 
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hitkHX ia the capture of the British army. He made 
great efforts, with some other officers, in quieting 
the complaints of the army for the delinqnencies of 
CQngre3S in making payment, when the troops were 
about to be discharged on the news of peace. They 
had suffered much in the public service ; and were 
importunate for the payment of their wages, that 
they might not return to their homes as beggars and 
paupers.^ — After the war Colonel Brooks returned to 
the practice of his profession in Medford, for he 
was not fond of a military life, ^and only took up the 
sword for the liberties and the welfare of the 
country. He, however, so far retained a military 
taste, that he was desiriouB of seeing an efficient 
militia; and he sometime held' the office of Major 
General in the County of Middlesex, which com- 
posed the second division in the State. — General 
Brooks was also a member of the Senate ; and then 
of the Council, when Mr. Strong was the Chief 
Magistrate,; and on the resignation of the latter in 
1816, he was elected Governor of the Common* 
wealth. He held the office seven years ; and con- 
ducted with remarkable prudence, and impartiality, 
as well as with ability and good judgment. Gov* 
ernor Brooks died in March 1825, at the age c^ 
seventy -four. Several years before his death he 
made a public profession of his faith in the /Christian 
sf^eiBf and his conversation was such as become 
that sacred profession. His views were similar to 
those who are usually called liberal Christians. — 
But he was not ultra or sectarian in his religious 
views. He had a good portion of the protestant 
spirit, receiving the inspired scriptures as the stand* 
ard of religions truth, and using his reason in the 
interpretation thereof; 

BBOWN, Hon. NICHOLAS was a native -of 
Fcovideaoei and an eminent mecehant and a bighljr 

8 
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respectable citizen of that place for more than half a 
century. He received his public education in the 
College of Rhode Island with the class of 1786 ; six* 
teen years after that seminary was founded. He 
early engaged in merchandise, and was greatly pros* 
pered in his business; his industry and fair dealings 
being.the principal means, no doubt, of his uncom- 
mon success. Mr. Brown was also a friend to litera- 
ture and science, and a liberal benefactor to the 
seminary in which he had been educated. He made 
large donations to it, at different times, so that its 
governors, with great propriety, ordered that it 
should be called by his honored name; and since 1789, 
it has been known as Brown University. On numer- 
ous other occasions, for the support of plans designed 
to promote the moral and social improvement of his 
fellow men, Mr. Brown gave liberally and cheerful- 
ly. He was one of those benevolent and good men 
who may justly be said to be " the salt of the earth ;'' 
not only, indeed, did he wish to preserve what was 
pure and excellent in the world, but to add to the 

feneral amount of human virtue and happiness. Mr. 
Jrown was chosen into the board of corporation or a 
fellow of the University in 1826, and was a member 
at the time of his death in 1841 ; and he was then 
seventy-three years of age. 

BRYANT, Rev. SAMUEL was educated in Har- 
vard College, and received his first degree in the 
year 1739. He settled in Braintree as pastor of the 
first church and society — now Quincy — and succes- 
sor of Rev. John Hancock. Mr. Hancock was the 
father of the celebrated patriot of that name. Mr. 
Bryant belonged to the more liberal class of the 
theologians of his day ; and had. similar religions 
views with Rev. Dr. Gay, Dr. Mayhew, Dr. 
Ohauncy, Dr. Shnte, &c. He had some opposers, on 
account of his theological opinions, and many warm 
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fnends. He published several di^oourses, on the 
foundatioii of moral virtue, aad spoke of the absurd- 
ity of depreciating it, as some preachers then did ; 
in stating the necessity of faith and the imperfect 
righteousness of man. He considered faith in the 
christian revelation as essential, but contended also 
for the necessity of habitual obedience ; there being, 
as he said, an obligation, naturally, as reason and 
conscience taught, to obey God, or to conform to his 
law written on the heart, in order to the divine ac- 
ceptance and favor. In a word, he laid more stress 
on moral virtue than do some other professing chris- 
tians; who substitute faith for obedience, or who 
insist generally, on the necessity of the former, while 
they think the latter, being at best imperfect, is not 
essential. But on this long contested question, of 
the comparative importance, of faith and of good 
works, perhaps there is less real difference of opin- 
ion among christians, if they would explain their 
views, than has sometimes appeared to be. Mr. 
Bryant used soiue expressions, in his sermon on 
moral virtue, less accurate and definite than he 
should have done. They were liable to be mis- 
understood, or misrepresented by those who opposed 
his religious views, generally. He seems justly to 
have interpreted the passage from the prophet, often 
quoted to prove the best services of men worthless 
and utterly vain or. unacceptable in the sight of God. 
That the ceremonial righteousness of the hypocriti- 
cal and immoral Jews was but^//% rags, is true, 
but not so the habitual obedience of the sincerly re- 
ligious. Not every one who says Lord, Lord, but 
be who does the will of God is to be accepted — 
To pray twice a week, and give tythes, and to wash 
often the outside of the cup and platter, when the 
weightier matters of the law are neglected — this 
righteousness may well be called '' filthy rags." 
But we are told that the prayers and alms of 
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Cdmelius went up as a memotial 1b>rfore God ; and 
^at in every nation he who feareth God, and work- 
eth righieausnesSj is accepted of him. 

BUCKMINSTER, Rev. JOSEPH STEVENS waa 
a son of Rev. Joseph Buckminster of Portsmouth, 
New Hampshire. The father was also the son of 
a minister in Rutland, Massachusetts. Mr. Buck- 
minster of Portsmouth, had the reputation (^a good 
scholar, an able divine, and a popular preacher. He 
was indeed highly distinguished among his clerical 
brethren for his talents as well as for devotion to the 
duties of his holy profession. But the son was still 
more eminent as a classical scholar, as a biblical critic 
and a learned theologian, as an elegant writer, and an 
eloquent, interesting preacher. He received a degree 
in Harvard University, in 1800, when he was only 
seventeen years of age ; and was considered the first 
scholar in his class. He discovered a great desire for 
knowledge when a child; and often when others 
were Engaged in mere recreation, he was found in 
retirement and study. While he was a member of 
the College, he proposed to enter the Christian min- 
istry as a profession for life. Possessing an indepen- 
dent spirit, and a love for moral and religious truth, 
which were cherished by the teachers in that semi- 
nary, he paid less regard, in his theological studies, to 
the generally received creeds of the day, than most 
others. In forming his opinions, he neither rejected 
tenets because they were old, seeking for something 
new, nor received as truths the doctrines of those of 
former generations, without careful inquiry and con- 
sideration. 

Mr. Buckminster was settled over the society in 
Brattle square, Boston, in 1803, as successor to the 
gifted Dr. Peter Thatcher, many years the beloved 
pastor of that church. He soon became one of the 
"^lost popular preacheirs of his Ume^ and was also a 
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cloae and diligent student,' as to the most important 
subjects connected with the sacred profession. Ha 
was liberal in his theological views, yet truly evan- 
gelical ; for he founded his religious faith entirely on 
the Christian revelation, and insisted on the divine 
propitiousness and grace, on deep repentance for sin, 
and personal ^iety and holiness, as necessary to sal- 
vation. He had very strong devotional feelings, 
and a deep sense of our obligations for the light and 
knowledge of the gospel, for the hope of immortality 
which it inspires and confirms ; but urged an ha- 
bitually holy life in order to gain a spiritual charac- 
ter, and to be qualified for the heavenly world, which 
we are assured by Christ, is prepared for his sincere 
followers. While his sermons were finished compo- 
sitions, abounding with apt illustrations, elegant 
phrases and striking figures of speech ; they were 
discriminating, characteristic, and experimental.—*^ 
They were rich in sentiment, close in argument, and 
powerful in appeal to the moral sense, and to the 
religious feelings of man. He believed that all men 
have a capacity for religion ; and that the great work 
of the Christian teacher wa;s to enlighten, arouse and 
develope this noble but natural faculty. ^^ It was 
his meat and drink;'' therefore, his aim and desire, 
his joy and delight, to instruct his hearers in the 
glorous doctrines, and to persuade them to imbibe 
the spirit of the gospel. Then was he most gratifi- 
ed, when the young, or others of his society gave 
evidence of their religious sensibilities and advance* 
ment in a holy life, by his preaching. Mr. Buck- 
minster died in June 1812, when the^friends of learn- 
ing and of liberal Christianity were indulging in ar- 
dent anticipations of his future usefulness and fame. 
His publications gave proof of his correct taste as a 
writer, and of his great acquirements as a scholar. 
After hia decease a volume of his sermons was pubn 
8#' 
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It«hed, at the particular desire af his society ; of 
^ich there were several editions in a few years. 
And they must long be read and appreciated as a 
monument of his talents and piety. 

For biblical learning,, very few in the country 
were equal to Mr. Buckminster, and none surpassed 
him. His interpretations and illustrations of sprip- 
ture were ingenious and satisfactory. Perhaps no 
theologian, even of the older class, better understood 
the prophetic books of the Old Testament, or the na- 
ture and design of the Christian system. He studi- 
ed the characters and opinions of the sacred writers, 
as well as the opinions and views of the people to 
whom they wrote ; and could therefore correctly 
point out the meaning of an obscure or difficult pas^ 
sage. He generated a taste for biblical criticism ; 
and since his day it has been far more cultivated 
than before. 

BULKLEY, Rev. PETER came to New England 
in 1635,' and the next year was settled in the minis- 
try in Concord, one of the first inland towns in Mas- 
sachusetts. He opposed the fanatical conduct of 
Ann Hutchinson and her followers, and was by them 
called a legal preacher. 

^ Mr. Cotton, of Boston, and Governor Vane declined 
sitting in the counsel or taking any part in the or- 
dination of Mr. Bulkley. But he was a truly pi- 
ous man, and a learned theologian. His reputation 
was high in England, as a scholar and a preacher 
of the gospel. He published several sermons, and 
a treatise on the gospel covenant. His views were 
truly evangelical, and he was disposed to magnify 
the divine grace in providing a way for the salvation 
of men by an inspired teacher and mediator. Yet 
he was opposed by the fanatics of his time as insist- 
ing too much on good works. He was .a most ex- 
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emplarj' charaeter^ as a christian minister ; generous 
and kind to his dependents, to whom he gave lots of 
land when they left his service. He had a large 
estate, and yet endured great privations in his retired 
situation at Concord, where many of the comforts 
of life were not then to he procured. His wife sprung 
from a family far above the common class, but she 
readily endured much fpr the sake of religion. She 
was a true help-meet to her husband, in all /his 
changes ; and he had been subject to great trials in 
his native land. He had a large family, and it was 
a very harmonious and happy one, fqjr it was the 
abode of religion. Three of his sons were clergy- 
men. Edward, the oldest, was educated in England, 
and after he came to this country, he preached some- 
time at Green's Harbor, so called, now Marshfield, 
where Governor Winslow resided ; and afterwards was 
settled as a colleague with his venerable father. John 
was in the first class at Harvard College, in 1642 ; 
went to England and was settled as a minister there. 
He was ejected in 1662^ soon after the restoration of 
Charles II. when about two thousand of the Puritan 
clergy were deprived of their places. He practised 
physic several years, and died at the age of seventy. 
The third son, Gershom, was the pastor of the 
church in New London. They were all esteemed as 
able and pious ministers, but the latter was the most 
distinguished as a preacher. His son Peter was in 
civil life ; sometime Speaker of the house of Assem- 
bly or Representatives in Massachusetts, and agent 
to England for the colony, with William Stoughton, 
one of the first scholars and statesmen of his time. 
Several of the descendants of Mr. Bulkley have 
lived in the State of Connecticut. His grauid- 
son John and a son of Gershom, a graduate of Har« 
vard College, in 1699, ranked among the first schol- 
ars- of his time, and was also distinguished for good 
judgment and a powerful intellect He was miDi»«. 
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ter of Colchester in Connecticut, and published a work 
relating to Christian baptism, as well as an elaborate 
essay on the extent of the existing right of the na- 
tive Indians to the soil, whether they occupied it or 
not. 

BURRILL, Hon. JAMES LL. D. a citizen of 
Rhode Island, received his public education in 
Brown University, with the class of 1788. He en- 
gaged in the profession of law ; and soon rose to 
eminence as a practising attorney. He had the rep- 
utation of a learned counsellor, and an able advo- 
cate. His popularity was greater than those of any 
other lawyer in the State. He spoke with great 
fluency and pertinency, and his elocution was of the 
highest order.* He was appointed Chief Justice of 
the Supreme Court in Rhode Island, at an unusual- 
ly early age. And afterwards was appointed Sen- 
ator in the Congress of the United States. He filled 
these high stations with no ordinary talents and 
learning, to the satisfaction of his constituents, and 
with much credit and honor to himself. He died in 
1820, when he had scarcely passed a moiety of the 
time usually allotted to men, and while a member of 
the national Senate. His premature death was great- 
ly deplored by citizens of other States, as well as 
of Rhode Island, by all sound politicians and re- 
publicans; and particularly by the officers of 
Brown University, of which he was a sincere and 
efficient friend. 

BYLES, Rev. MATHER D. D. was born in 
Boston, near the beginning of the eighteenth cen- 
tury; and after receiving his education in Harvard 
College, where he was graduated in 1725, and 
studying theology several years, he was ordained 
over 9 religious society in the south part of bis na- 
tive town. He discovered a* great desire for learn- 
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ing in early youth; -and he left the coHege with the 
reputation oi a good classical scholar, and particu- 
larly for his attainments in natural philosophy. He 
had a taste for poetry ; and often indulged it in a 
manner gratifyiug to his acquaintance and friends. 
He published some verses possessing more than 
common imagination and vigor. He affected to be 
a wit, and was a great punster. Many of his puns 
have been handed down to the present time. Some- 
times he discovered ready wit ; but his sayings were 
often studied, and inappropriate to the occasion. It 
was said that he died with a pun in his mouth ; and 
that for the sake of saying what he considered a 
smart thing, he did not hesitate to wound the feel- 
ings of his nearest friends. He had the reputation 
of a conjurer or astrologer with the ignorant class of 
people. But he was. too learned seriously to make 
pretensions to any such knowledge. — He was 
known, indeed, to speak with contempt, or utter dis- 
belief in that theory, in kny degree. Dr. Byles 
published several occasional discourses, which rank- 
ed high among similar productions of the clergy of 
his time. His style of writing was characteristic of 
the man ; energetic and pungent, sometimes sarcas- 
tic and severe. He had a strong prejudice against 
bishops, and other Episcopal clergymen, yet his son 
took orders from a bishop of the Church of England, 
and was Jong a minister in Halifax, Nova Scotia. 
Dr. Byles died in 1788, at the age of eighty-two. 



CHAPTER III. 



CABOT, Hon. GEORGE was a native of Beverly, 
Massachusetts, where he was bom in 1750. He 
received a good education in his youth ; and after 
passing two years in Harvard College, being of a very 
active and resolute spirit, he went to sea for a short 
time, and then engaged in the business of a merchant, 
in this profession he was very eminent and success- 
ful. He had a good degree of the spirit of enterprise ; 
but was judicious also, so that his opinions relating 
to any commercial plans were received almost as pro- 
phecy. He excelled also as« financier and as a politi- 
cal economist. This trait in his character, added to his 
general information, led his fellow citizens to elect him 
for public service, as a legislator. He was a Senator 
in Massachusetts, and in the Congress of the United 
States. He was also offered the office of Secretary 
of the Navy by President Adams, but he declined it 
on account of private business. In the last fifteen 

fears of his life, he held the place of President of an 
nsurance Company in Boston ; and his opinions and 
decisions were always indicative of penetration and 
good judgment. Mr. Cabot had the character of a 
sincere and intelligent patriot. He belonged to the 
school of Washington, in his political creed. In 
other words, he was a true republican ; but opposed 
to ultra democracy, as inconsistent with stability ia 
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the government, or with the welfare and equal rights 
of the people ; and as eventually leading to despo* 
tism. He contended for constitutional authority and 
rule in opposition to popular wishes or complaints, 
produced by misapprehension of the design and ef- 
fect of particular measures, through the efforts of a 
few ambitious individuals. He sought rather the 
permanent good than the present applause of the peo- 
ple. He preferred the liberty, which the constitution 
and equal laws secured, to that supported by unjust 
excitement of the fears or ill designs of a party. Mr. 
Cabot possessed very honorable feelings, and his con- 
duct gave evidence that he was governed by correct 
moral principles. He was a professor of religion, 
and his faith had, apparently, a great influence over 
his conversation in all the relations of life. He died 
in 1823, at the age of seventy-two. 

CALLBNDER, Rfev. ELISHA a graduate of 
Harvard College in 1710, was a son of Rev. Ellis 
Callender, who was a Baptist minister in Boston iii 
the early part of the last century. Elisha was set- 
tled in the ministry in 1718, and was sometime a 
colleague paster with his father. Dr. Increase Math- 
er and Dr. Cotton Mather, congregational ministers 
in Boston, assisted in his ordination. In alluding to 
this circumstance. Dr. C. Mather says, ** We main- 
tain friendly and charitable sentiments towards all 
pious men ; and set down to the table of our Lord 
with our Baptist brethren." Fifty and sixty years 
before that time — in 1660 — the Baptists were severe- 
ly persecuted in New England. In 1780, 1790, and 
after. Rev. Dr. Thatcher, and Rev. Dr. Stillman 
often exchanged pulpits. Rev. Dr. Wayland, pres- 
ident of Brown University, when the paistor of a 
Baptist church in Boston, preached iii the Brattle 
square meeting house, much to the satisfaction of 
the people of that sodc^ey. 
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CALLENDER, Rev. JOHN of Newport, Rhode 
Island, and a nephew of Elisha, received his educa- 
tion in Harvard College in 1723. The church of 
which he became minister in 1731, was the second 
Baptist church in America, and was formed in 1644. 
Mr. Callender died in the year 1748, at the age of 
forty-two. He had the character of a studious and 
learned man; and was highly esteemed both for 
piety and candor. His centennial discourse in 
1739 is very valuable, and contains much of the 
early history of Rhode Island, especially in ecclesi- 
astical affairs. He also published a sermon deliver- 
ed on the death of Reverend Mr. Clapp, a Congre- 
gational minister of Newport, in 1745 ; and on the 
death of Reverend Mr. Condy of Boston in 1739, 
who was the successor of Reverend Elisha Callen- 
der. Mr. Callender was justly esteemed for his lib- 
eral views in religious concerns ; laying 4ittle stress 
on outward rites and forms, or speculative opinions. 
It would be happy for the Christian world, if this 
excellent spirit were more prevalent than it has 
usually been. 

CARVER, JOHN the first Governor of Plymouth 
Colony, and one of the company in the May-flower, 
which arrived in November 1620, deserves notice, 
though he was in the country only four or five 
months ; having died in April next following, after 
a short illness. He was chosen Governor in No- 
vember, soon after their arrival iq the harbor of 
Cape Cod. And in March following was le^gaia 
chosen or confirmed in that office for the ensuing 
year. A civil compact, of the nature of a constitu- 
tion, was drawn up jaiid signed before they landed : 
ior they had come to a territory on which tbey had 
not int^aded to settle; that being on lands then 
claimed by the Dutch, at^or near Hudson river, 
by whom they were enconri^ed tbeiG^ to m^k^ a 
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settlement ; particularly by a company of merchants 
in Holland, called the Wiest India company, and 
then proposing to establish a colony about that river. 
The place of their settlement, being soon after 
known to be within the patent granted to the 
Plymouth company of adventurers in England, of 
the territory of North Virginia, or New England, 
and reaching from latitude forty-one to forty-five ; 
they procured a patent from that company, of What 
has since been usually called '^ the old colony." In 
their compact they acknowledged themselves to be 
the subjects of king James I, then on the throne of 
Great Britain, their native land. For they did not 
desire to denationalize themselves. They also pro- 
vided that the majority should govern, and that 
elections should be annual— -or such was plainly 
the implication and their future practice. Their 
chief objects are declared to be, — to obtain a settle- 
meat for themselves and posterity, where they might 
worship God according to their consciences, and to 
the directions of his holy word; and also to extend 
the knowledge and blessings of Cbristiemity to the 
pagans and savages. Governor Carver was one of 
the most intelligent and discreet men of the com- 
pany ; and had the entire confidence of all the mem^ 
bers ; which was necessary to the peace and welfare 
of the colony. For if even honest and wise rulers 
do not fully enjoy the good opinion of their constit- 
uents, they will have little influence in preserving 
drder and contentment. Mr. Carver was several 
years a deacon or elder of Mr. Robinson's Church 
in Holland : and on two occasions,^ in 1618 and 
1619, went to England as agent for the society; 
once with R. Cuahman, and once with WiUiam 
Bradford, to obtain a patent for settlement of the 
company in Yirginia. A grant was obtained in 
1619, of that company; but being taken in the 
naoae of a person who afteriif ards declined coming 

9 
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to America, it proved useless, though much expense 
had been incurred in obtaining it. Next to Rer. 
Mr. Robinson, Carver enjoyed in a high degree the 
esteem of the Leyden Church and people. The 
other principal characters of the company and 
colony were William Brewster, William Bradford, 
Edward Winslow, Miles Standish, John Alden, 
Isaac AUerton, John Howland, Thomas Prence, s^id 
Stephen Hopkins. The first company amounted 
only to one hundred and one, including women, 
children, and a few servants or dependents. — 
Winslow, Brewster and Hopkins had dependents in 
their families. Others were added to the plantation 
in 1621, 1623, 1624, 1629 and 1630,— among whom 
.were William Thomas, Timothy Hatherly, William 
Collier, and George Morton. 

CHANNING, WILLIAM belonged to one of the 
most respectable families in Newport, Rhode Island ; 
his father and grand-father were men of distinction 
and influence in that community. His parents 
were religious characters, and gave their children a 
good moral education. He received his public educa- 
tion in Nassau College, with the class of 1769; Mr. 
Channing chose the profession of law ; and ranked 
among the eminent lawyers in his native State. He 
was also frequently employed in the courts in Mas- 
sachusetts. He was Attorney General of Rhode 
Island, and attorney of the United States for Rhode 
Island District, and held the last office till his death 
in 1793. Mr. Chaiining had the reputation of a 
sdUnd Is^wyer, a ready and impressive speaker, and 
one perfectly fair and honorable in his practice. 
His character as a man and a citizen, was without 
reproach, or apparent defect. And in the family 
circle, he was a pattern of propriety, affection and 
kihdness. Candor and cheerfulness, and a desire to 
'pleasC) were {displayed in his whole deportment 
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He died ait the age^ of focty-two, in the career of use- 
fulness, and when there was a bright prospect to his 
family and friends of many years of honorable and 
profitable service. His sons are distinguished among 
the literary and benevolent characters of the present- 
day. His oldest was a distinguished lawyer; and his 
second is the pre-eminent scholar, writer, divine, 
and philanthropist, known throughout Europe as 
well as America. 

OHAUNCY, Rev. CHARLES B. D. the second 
president of Harvard^ College, to which place I^ 
was chosen in 1654, had his birth and education in 
England. He was born in 1590, and received the 
degree of Bacheldor of Divinity, in the University 
of Cambridge. He sometime held the office of pro- 
fessor of Hebrew, and then of Greek. After that, 
he received ordination in the Episcopal Church, and 
preached at Ware about eight yedrs. He suffered 
much from the arbitrary conduct of the bigotted 
archbishop Laud, and others of the high church 
party oi that period. He continued to refuse con- 
formity to the vain ceremonies imposed by the 
'bishops ; and after a trial for schism, a heavy fine 
was laid on him, and his imprisonment followed, — 
when released, he departed lirom the kingdom, and 
came to Plymouth in 1638. He continued in that 
town two or three years, and often officiated in the 
Church, in connection with Rev. Mr. Rayner, who 
was then the regular minister in the place. From 
Plymouth he removed to Scituate, in the same 
county, and there remained twelve years in the 
character of pastor of that Church. He and his 
family were often in great want, so that in writing 
to a friend he said, '^ we are destitute even of bread." 
In 1654 he was chosen President of Harvard Col- 
lege, and held the office seventeen years, and died at 
tlie advanced age of eighty-two* There were very 



100 OHARLES CHAUNOT* 

few mea more learned than president Chauncy. 
He had an accurate knowledge of the Latin, Greek 
and Hebrew languages ; he wrote Latin with purity 
and elegance ; and in theology he was surpassed hy 
none. It is not a little remarkable, that the two first 
priesidents of Harvard College had different views 
iroin the clergy very generally of that day, who 
were the founders and fathers of that Seminary. 
Mr. Chauncy thought the mode of baptism should 
be by immersion ; and his predecessor, Mr. Dunster, 
disapproved of performing the rite of baptism in 
any mode for infants. Their election and coniia- 
uauce in that office, where young men preparing fc^r 
the Christian ministry were under their tuition, 
afford indications of more liberality of sentiment in 
religion, than our puritan ancestors usually exhib-> 
ited. But both Dunster and Chauncy were very 
learned men ; and were also laid under a promise, 
that they would not interfere with the opinions or 
practice of others, in this respect. They probably 
supposed that either mode, sprinkling or immersion, 
might be considered a Christian baptism ; and that 
immersion was not essential, and that the baptism 
of children could work no injury ; as no profession 
or outward rite is sufficient without personal holi-^ 
ness ; or a full conviction that it was the command of 
an inspired writer. It is not to be supposed, that 
they yielded to the wishes of the governors of the 
College for the sake of the office or salary of a pres* 
ident, but from a catholic and conciliatory spirit. 
One of the great evils in the Christian Church has 
been the insisting on a perfect agreement in rites 
and forms, or some merely speculative tenets. H 
there was more charity, and more stress laid on 
righteousness, mercy and truth, by the professed dis- 
ciples of Christ, it would be a recommendation of his 
holy religion ; and more for the peace and prosperity 
T<^ the Christian worlds Several of the sons ajsd 
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grandsons of president Chauncy were edocated in 
Harvard College : most of whom were clergymen ; 
and his descendants are numerous in some parts of 
New England. 

CHAUNCY, Rev. CHARLES D. D. may justly 
be ranked among the most distinguished scholars 
and theologians of his time. He had carefully 
studied the different systems of religion ; and few 
published so much as he did on theological and 
ecclesiastical subjects. He studied with uncommon 
diligence the writings of the Christian fathers, who 
wrote in the second, third and fourth centuries, and 
had been preserved in the Chuvch to modern times. 
He perused them with due respect, but in the ex- 
ercise of good judgment, and an independent spirit 
It is the tendency of knowledge not only to enlarge 
the mind, but to teach us charity towards those who 
do not think in all things precisely as we do. Every 
one imbued with the Christian spirit, and of ex- 
torsive learning and reflection, will be found liberal 
in his views. He will be ready to say with the 
apostle "Peter, after his supernatural illumination, 
" of a truth, I perceive that God is no respecter of 
persons ; but in every nation he who worships him 
and worketh righteousness, is accepted of him.'' 
Dr. Chauncy attended to the controversy between 
Protestants and Roman Catholics, and between 
Episcopalians and the Puritans. If he sometimes 
disputed with earnestness, it was because he was 
satisfied there was no foundation in the sacred vol* 
ume for so great a difference in the priestly office as 
the Episcopalians required, and no divine authority 
for the rites and forms imposed on the people by the 
canons of the English church; and not for want of 
a truly Christian and candid spirit. He considered 
all the members of the great Christian family as 
brethren, and the nunisters and teachers on a level, 

9* 
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as to their functions and their authority. His pub- 
lications on the validity of presbyterian ordination, 
or by any regular ministers in the Churches, were 
quite learned and elaborate ; and were generally 
thought ui^answerable. He wrote essays on the be- 
nevolence of the Deity, in which he expressed quite 
different views from those inculcated in the Calvin- 
istic system. He rejected the doctrine of total de- 
pravity, and the ulter malignity of human nature; 
as well as the tenet of God's purpose to punish men 
forever thongh they might repent, unless a full 
atonement were made for their sins, or the debt due 
to his law were paid by another ; and the guilt in- 
curred by transgression laid at the door of another, 
who should endure the' Weight of the divine wrath, 
which such guilt merited. He also believed in the 
final restoration of all intelligent and moral beings 
to goodness and to happiness. He did not deny a 
future retribution, but believed that all the world 
hereafter would be judged according to their works, 
whether they had been 'good or whether they had 
been evil. In this theory, he differed from most of 
the clergy of his time. Dr. Chauncy was pastor of 
the first and oldest Church in Boston about sixty 
years. He died in 1787, at the age of eighty-three. 
He was honored with the degree of Doctor of Divini- 
ty by the University of Edinburgh. His extensive 
learning as a theologian, and his valuable publica- 
tions, justly entitled him to this distinction. 

CHEEVER, EZEKIEL was an eminent in- 
structor for many years at New Haven, in 1639 ; af- 
tQirwards at Ipswich, Charlestown and Boston ; and 
continued in that useful and honorable employment 
till he was above ninety years of age, and seventy 
as teacher. He taught the ancient languages with 
accuracy and success ; and prepared a greater num- 
ber of young men for the college than any other per- 
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son in the country of his time. In the government 
of his pupils also he gave evidence of good judgment 
He was fond of the business of teaching ; and, as 
might be supposed therefore, was successful in his 
efforts to win his pupils to the love of learning. His 
scholars were the best fitted of any sent to college — 
He wrote a Latin grammar and accidence. He was 
a very pious man — " a Christian of the old fashion," 
says O. Mather in 1710, who had been his pupil, 
'^ an old New England Christian ; and such an one 
was as venerable a character as the world has evpv 
known since the days of primitive Christianity."?— 
He studied the prophecies much, and all other parts 
of the sacred scriptures ; and was an able defender of 
the faith and order of the gospel as held in New Eng« 
land. Of Mr. Cheever, and Mr. Corlet another emi- 
nent teacher of youth, who kept the grammar school 
in Cambridge several years, Dr. Mather says, 

'Tis Corlet's pains and Cheever *s, we must own. 
That thoa. New England, art not Scythia grown. 

CHURCH, BENJAMIN celebrated for his prowess 
in defence of the inhabitants of Plymouth and Massa- 
chusetts, in the war excited by Philip, in 1675 and 
'76, was born in Duxbury, in 1639. His father was 
an inhabitant of that town for several years, after 
having lived some time at Watertown. He wasa 
carpenter ; and the son labored in the same occupa- 
tion in the early part of his life. He engaged in the 
contest in 1675 ; and to his activity, courage and in- 
telligence the successful result of the war was in a 
great measure owing. The war was strictly one of 
defence, and to prevent a total destruction of the 
English then in New England, or their abandonment 
of the country. The governments of Plymouth and 
Massachusetts, had always treated the native In- 
dians with justice and even with kindness. Whenever 
individuals pf the Enghsb encroached on their lands 
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pt attempted to injure them, the government listened 
to their complaints, and took care that their rights 
were maintained. There was no resort to arms by 
the English, tiU there was evidence that Philip had 
formed a combination with the chiefs of all the other 
tribes within one hundred or one hundred and fifty 
miles, for the extermination of the former, and had 
slain many of the inhabitants, and burnt much of 
their property. Church was one of the principal 
men in this defensive war ; though when it began 
he had no higher commission than that of captam. 
Governor Josiah Winslow was the commander of the 
English forces ; and the other principal officers were 
Colonel James Cudworthof Scituate, Major William 
Bradford of Plymouth, and Major Appleton of Massa- 
chusetts. Captain CJiurch commanded the party, 
one of whom shot Philip in 1676, after several days 
of pursuit performed with great diligence and cour- 
age. Some years later, Church held a commission 
as Major, and then as Colonel in expeditions against 
the Indians in different parts of Maine, in which be 
discovered much bravery, and met with great sue- 
sess. Owing to his activity and promptness, the 
few inliabitatns in those parts were often protected 
when iminently exposed to the attacks of the sav- 
ages. As late as 1710 and 1711, he was sent to the 
eastward for the purpose of defending the scattered 
settlers on the Kennebec and Penobscot, and near 
Casco bay. The first and early settlers of Ply- 
mouth and Massachusetts were not disposed to war- 
like operations, but quite the reverse — they were of 
a pious and pacific spirit. It appears fortunate that 
some individuals were raised up for their defence 
and safety. 

CLAP, Rev. NATHANIEL a native of Dorches- 
ter, born in 1668, and a graduate of Harvard College, 
1690, was settled in tlie ministry at Newport, State 
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of Rhode Island, and continued in that place and 
station for forty years. He died in 1745, at the age 
of seventy-six. He was much esteemed for his learn- 
ing and piety. He was respectable^ as a scholar 
and theologian ; and was always held in high estima^ 
tion for his fidelity as a Christian minister. la 
bis deportment, he had much of the character of the 
first settlers of New England, who were truly re- 
ligious men, lind made it their great aim to imitate 
the manners and conduct of the primitive Christians. 
But while he was exemplary, and sometimes very 
strict in family government, and in his own personal 
behavior, he was candid and mild towards others, 
particularly the young, whom he endeavored to win 
to the love and practice of virtue. In his desire to 
instruct and improve them, he encouraged their en- 
quiries, on all proper occasions and subjects, and 
taught them that knowledge which tended most 
directly to their moral and religious advancement. 

CLAP, Rev. THOMAS was born in Scituate, Mas- 
sachusetts, June 1703, and received his first degree 
in Harvard College in 1722. His natural talents 
were great, and he was always distinguished for his 
discriminating powers, and for good judgment. He 
attended to the usualstudies in the College with dili- 
gence; and graduated with the reputation of a good 
classical scholar. . But he excelled most others of his 
conten:u)oraries in the mathematics, astronomy and 
natural philosophy. John Winthrop, who was grad- 
uated in 1730, and was long the professor of mathe- 
matics in. that seminary, was the only scholar of that 
period who surpassed Mr. Clap in his study and 
knowledge of the exact sciences. Mr. Clap was or- 
dained ov^r the church and society in Windham, 
Connecticut, wherebe continued thirteen years, when 
he was chosen president of Yale College. In this 
responsible and honorable station he remained for 
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the period of twenty-seven years; he resigned in 
1766, and died a few months after. His learning 
was extensive and accurate ; he was Well acquaint- 
ed with history, theology and philosophy : — he read 
much ; and was also a profound thinker and reason- 
er ; so that he was not only learned but a thorough 
scholar.' He had all the qualifications for the prin- 
cipal of a literary seminary : and many good schol- 
ars received their education in Yale College under 
his presidency. In his time, the president of that 
College took part in the instruction, and was the prin- , 
cipal teacher of theology and ecclesiastical history. 

CLAP, ROGER was one of the company by which 
Dorchester was settled in June 1630. This compa- 
ny consisted of persons from the west of England, 
a distance from Suffolk and Kent counties, from 
whiQh those came who accompanied Winthrop, and 
settled at Charlestown, Watertown and Boston, the 
same year. They were somewhat distinct from the 
company of which Winthrop was chosen Governor, 
in England ; but were Puritans or non-conformists, 
and therefore fully sympathised with the settlers in 
Boston, Charlestown and Watertown. And sqon 
after their arrival, they all united in one civil gov- 
ernment, and acted together in their .ecclesiastical 
affairs. Ludlow and Stoughton, of the Dorchester 
company, were of the board of assistants from the 
first. Mr. Clap was only twenty-one yearsi of age 
when he emigrated from England. But he was re- 
markable even then for sobriety, good judgment and 
firmness of character. The inhabitants of Dorches- 
ter early employed him in public affairs, in which 
he was. always found active and faithful. They 
often chose him representative to the general assem- 
bly ; and he was sometime the commanding officer 
of the garrison on Castle Island, in the harbor of 
Boston, by appointment of the Governor and |i89]9t- 
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ants. He preaenred a record of many interesting 
events which occnrred in the early days of the Col- 
<my, which have been published since his time, by 
those who have undertaken to write the history of 
the first settlement of Massachusetts. He survived 
to the age of eighty-two. 

CLARKE. Rev. JOHN D. D. was a native of 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire ; and received his first 
degree in Harvard College, 1774, at the age of nine- 
teen. While a member of College, his conduct was 
correct and exemplary, and he had the reputation 
of a diligent student and good classical scholar. He 
made choice of the nainisterial profession when in 
College ; and his reading, especially the two last 
years of his residence there, had reference to theolo- 
gy. He ranked among the first scholars of his class, 
thongb there were several of high literary distinction. 
He settled in the ministry in 1778, as colleague with 
Dr. C. Chauncy, over the first church in Boston. 
The members of his society were^greatly attached to 
him, for his pleasant and amiable qualities, as well as 
for his fervent devotion and his elegant sermons. But 
though he wrote in a very pure and finished style, 
his discourses were evangelical and impressive. He 
was a hard student ; and bestowed more tlTan or^ 
dinary time and labor in preparing his addresses for 
the pulpit. Soon after his decease a volume of his 
sermons was published ; and they are fully equal to 
most of those published in England at that period. 
In his devotional services he was very appropriate 
and correct ; and it was understood that his public 
prayers were not entirely extemporaneous, but pre- 
viously meditated and prepared. Yet they discoy- 
ered a solemn, devout spirit, such as ever becomes 
men in thedr direct approaches to the Deity. His 
church was always well attended on the Lord's 



108 ELISHA COOKE. 

day ; but he had few other religious meetings. He 
was a member of several learned and benevolent 
societies ; in all of which he was attentive and ac- 
tive ; and his life was an useful one, though he died 
at the early age t>f forty-two. 

Dr. Clarke had a taste for polite literature, and 
was well acquainted with, the best English writers of 
. history, ethics, and poetry. His other publications 
consisted of several discourses on funeral occasions ; 
and a large pamphlet, being an answer to the ques- 
tion, why are you a Christian ? of which several 
editions were published in England. 

COBB, DAVHD a native of Taunton, and alumnns 
of Harvard College, where he was graduated in 1766, 
held several important public offices, as a legislator, 
and a soldier ; and was many years also a practicing 
physician. He took an active partin-the political 
disputes between Great Britain and her American 
colonies; and when war was commenced in 1776, 
he entered into the military service, as a field officer. 
He acted as secretary of a large county convention 
in Bristol County, in 1774, to devise measures for 
the preservation of civil liberty. He was then twen- 
ty-eight years of age ,• and a few years before had 
prepared for the medical profession. He was also a 
member of the Provincial Congress of Massachusetts 
in 1776, a few months before there was a resort to 
arms. For several years, he belonged to the mili- 
tary family of General Washington, the commander 
in chief of the American army during the war of the 
Revolution. Washington had great regard for him, 
and confided in him, as a brave and faithful officer. 
After the war was over. Colonel Cobb became Ma- 
jor-General of militia in the Old Colony, as the 
southern counties were called. He was several years 
a Judge of the Court of Pleas in the county of Bris- 
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tol : Representative to Congress from 1789 to 1796 ; 
a member of the Senate and of the House of Repre- 
sentatives in Massachusetts ; and sometime speaker 
of the latter, and president of the former ; and after- 
ward a member of the Exeputive Council, and Lieut. 
Governor for the year 1809. He had a great knowl- 
edge of the world, and was a very entertaining com- 
panion : and was justly esteemed as an honest and 
honorable man. He professed faith in the Christian 
revelation, and was . attached to the forms of the 
Episcopal church, but had charity for all virtuous 
men. , In the capacity of physician, he appeared v«rell 
informed and skilful, but was sometimes deemed bold 
in his treatment of diseases. He died in the year 
1828, at the age of sev^ity-nine. 

_ COLMAN, Rev. BENJAMIN D. D. received his 
education in Harvard College, and graduated in 
1692 ; and was the first minister of the Congrega-, 
tional Church and society in Brattle square, Boston, 
Massachusetts. After he received his degree, he vis- 
ited England, and there passed a few years ; where 
he became acquainted with several learned clergy- 
men, of the non-conformist order. He was ordained 
over the society in Boston in the year 1699. But 
the society was so formed, as to meet the disappro- 
bation of most of the congregrational clergy of that 
period. The covenant was drawn up in very gener- 
al terms ; instead of requiring the Calvinistic tenets, 
it insisted only on receiving the sacred scriptures as 
the only rule of faith and practice, and following the 
instructions thereof, as they understood them, or 
might thereafter understand them. Many deemed 
this declaration as not sufficiently precise and defi- 
nite, but as giving too great latitude of opinion ; and 
no greater authority in the affairs of the society, as 
to choosing the minister, was in the members of the 
ohurch than in other persons of the society, who 
10 
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there statedly -worahipped, and aseittted ia the p^j* 
ment of the salary of the pastor. This was a great de-! 
viation from the usual practiae, as the mombers of th« 
church always took the lead in the choice of a ministeri 
and thus were able to prevent theelBetioQ of one whom 
the majority of the society- mi^t prefer. It was 
generally considered a dangerous innovatioa on the 
peculiar rights of the members of the church, as then 
p acticed, and approved by the congregational cler- 
gy. Most pastors of churches in Massachusetts con- 
demned the proceedings ; and withheld religious 
communion and intercourse with this church : but 
Dr. Golman was not only a learned and eloquent 
man, but of great prudence and candor ; and the op- 
position to his church soon ceased. « In the middle 
and latter part'of his life, there was the most friendly 
intercourse between him and the other pastors of 
ohurches. He was very accomplished in his man- 
ners, and gentlemanly in his deportment ; and quite 
popular as a pulpit orator. For twaity-seven years 
he had, as a colleague Rev. William Cooper, but he 
survived him four years, and died in 1747, at the age 
of seventy-four. Rev. Samuel Cooper, a soil of Wil- 
liam Cooper above named, was settled as the col-^ 
league of Dr. Colmair in 1746. Several discourses 
delivered, by Dr. Coln^n on particular occasions, 
were published— as election sermons, at the funeral 
of eminent public characters, and at ordinations. — 
His style was polished and sontentious ; alike free 
from bombast and vulgarity : he evidently paid some 
attention to the choice of words and the construction 
of his sentences, hut did not sacrifice simplicity or 
strength to merely a polished diction. Dr. Coiman 
was an efficient. friend of Harvard College ; and ^as 
diosen to tbe place of president, on the death of 4fae - 
learned Leverett ; but his society was much <xpposed 
to -his senioval ifrom them as theiir ; pastor; and hq 
was too much aHlaohed to (tbiemtP le^tve .thfiu with- 
out their consent. , ' 
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COOK^ EUSmA Esq., a citizen of Boston, near 
the end of the 17th century, \9as an active a^ 
leading member of the House of Representatives in 
Massachusetts, in 1681, and at one time the speaker. 
He had popular talents, and was a man of the peo- 
ple. He was distinguished chiefly for opposing the 
rdyal governors, and contending for rights and liber- 
ties believed to be infringed by them. 

Elisha Cooke, Jr., son of the fonner, was much in 
public life ; and, like his father, a warm friend of 
liberty and the people. He was speaker of the 
House of Representatives, in 1715. He made him- 
self conspicuous in opposing a fixed and stated sala- 
ry for Governor SFjnte, in 1720-24 

The governors appointed by the crown were in- 
structed to require a stated salary ; and several of 
them^ urged the measure with all their ability. But 
the patriots of that period were opposed to it, and 
chose rather to make occasional grants for their sup- 
port, as otherwise it was feared they would be less 
disposed to consult the welfare of the province. Mr. 
Cooke was at the head of the patriotic citizens \vho 
declined providing a fixed salary; and he had a 
great influence with the majority of the representa- 
tives. He also had much influence at town meetings, 
not inferior to that of James Otis, Jr. or Samuel 
Adams, in 1770. 

Mr. Cooke went to England in 1723, as agent for 
the House of Representatives ; but was not favora- 
bly noticed by the Court party. He was required 
to make out a sufiicient argument for opposing 
the instructions of the Crown, respecting a fixed sal- 
ary for the governor : for at that time in England 
the prerogative of the king was allowed ; his instruc- 
tions had the authority of law. To deny cnt doubt 
his prerogative, was no way to procure a cause. Mr. 
Cooke obtained nothing by this agency, either of fa- 
^or to himself, or of benefit to the people. It was 
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beliefed in England that Mr. Cooke was a vain and 
ambitioas man, and had personal prejudices towards 
the governor. And as the royal prerogative was 
made a question, or greatly limited by the doctrine ' 
of Mr. Cooke, his complaints of Governor Shute 
were disregarded. Cooke was desirous of political 
influence— no very uncommon thing — and as he 
could not persuade nor intimidate Gov. Shute, he 
became both his personal and political enemy. Mr. 
Shute had a strong dislike of the professed patriot — 
which led him to say : ''I will see who shall be 
Governor, Mr. Cooke or myself." 

COOPER, Rev. SAMUEL D. D. was a son of the 
Rev. William Cooper, and one of the ministers of 
Brattle street church, in Boston, being sometime a 
colleague with Dr. Cplman. Dr. Cooper was an ac- 
complished man and a zealous patriot, as well as a 
very eloquent and popular preacher. He had his 
first degree in Harvard College, in 1743 ; and was 
settled as a colleague to Dr. Colman in 1746; his 
father having died the year before. He was unwil- 
ling to be settled so young, but was pressed to it by 
his friends of the society. Dr. Colman died soon af- 
ter the ordination of Mr. Cooper. He was one of the 
most popular preachers of his time. His composition 
was elegant, and his elocution far surpassing most 
ministers of that period. He was not so argumenta- 
tive or solid as Dr. Mayhew or Dr. Chauncy, but 
more eloquent and more agreeable to the great body 
of the people. In his devotional services, he was 
very appropriate and impressive. In this respect he 
surpassed all the clergy of his day. The ministers 
generally took an interest in politics, and in the dis- 
pute with Great Britain ; and Dr. Cooper was among 
the most zealous. He was often invited to preach 
on public occasions, by the people of Boston, and by 
the General Court, He received the degree of Doc- 
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tor of Divinity from Edinburgh as trell as Cambridge 
Unirersity ; and for many years' was a member oif 
the corporation. On the death at the President, he 
was chosen to fill his place, but did not accept, as 
his people were opposed to it. 

COTTON, Rev. JOHN who came to Massachu- 
setts in the year 1633, and settled in Boston as col- 
league with Rev. Mr. Wilson, in the Christian min- 
istry there, so continued nineteen years, and till his 
death, 1662, aged sixty-seven, was a very eminent 
character at that period. He had great influence 
over the churches and the clergy ; and he was justly 
esteemed as a learned and able theologian ; and he was 
a forcible preacher, of great knowledge and zeal. 
He inculcated the peculiar doctrines of the Calvinis- 
tic system, as essential, and insisted on the reception 
of them as indispensable to form the Christian char- 
acter. He urged them so |)rorainently, as to subject 
himself to the charge of antinomianism ; and many 
of the clergy, including Mr. Wilson, his colleague, 
opposed him in some of the views he entertained. 
In order to exalt the grace of God, he often used ex- 
pressions calculated to disparage morality, and to 
render a life of righteousness not entirely necessary. 
He, no doubt, was a pious and holy man ; but im- 
proper conclusions were sometimes drawn from his 
expressions; and the antinomians, who laid no stress 
on a good life as proof of real religion, took advan- 
tage of Mr. Cotton's preaching to rest their claims 
to the Christian character on faith alone, or on 
the profession of faith ; and to deny religion to all 
who did not feel and believe as they did. This is 
generally the error of high Calvinists. They con- 
tend that the admission of the peculiar doctrines of 
that system is essential to all sincere piety and virtue. 
That such belief is an indispensable foundation on 
wlueb to raise the trae Christian character. They 
10* , 
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are sensible of the good influence of the doctrines 
they embrace, some of which are tnie,and arecommon 
to all sects of Christians, and hastily conclode that 
the peculiar and speculatiye tenets of Calvin are 
therefore essential to sincere piety and goodness, 
when it is most evident that the rejection of some 
of the Calvinistic doctrines do not at all affect the re- 
ligious character of men ; and that the faith neces- 
sary to render one truly religious is more simple, and 
requires but few doctrines as fundamental. He who 
believes in the existence and moral attributes of God, 
and his righteous government of the world, in the ac* 
countability of man, in the divine mission and author- 
ity of Christ ; and thus makes his declarations and pre- 
cepts the guide of life and standard of religious truth 
and duty — he is a sincere Christian, though he differ 
from Athanasius or Calvin ; and it is assuming a 
right which no fallible man can justly claim, to shut 
the door of heaven against those who do not assent 
to their peculiar views or creeds. 

The more judicious laymen of that day joined 
with Mr. Wilson when there was any difference of 
sentiment between him and Mr. Cotton. They agreed 
with Mr. Wilson in opposing the reveries of Mrs. 
Hutchinson, who condemned most of the ministers 
of that period*£ks legal preachers. She was a con- 
ceited woman, and laid great stress on dreams and 
on her own imagination, pretending that she had 
superior revelations from heaven, and knew the 
truths of religion far better than any others. Her 
extravagant conduct caused much confusion in the 
churches in and near Boston. Mr. Wilson, Govern- 
or Winthrop, and some others, opposed her. But Mr. 
Cotton was too ready to apologize for her, if he did 
not agree to her erroneous opinions. 

COTTON, JOSIAH Esq. was a native of Ply- 
mouth, a son of Rev. John Cotton, of that {dace, and 
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gra&dson of the ^^famoas" John Cotton, ministet of the 
AxBt Ghurch in Boston. He bad a degree in Hanrard 
College, in the year 1698. Two of his brothers 
were there educated also, John and Roland. The 
first was pastor of the church at Yarmouth, and the 
other of the church in Sandwich. He studied theol- 
ogy, and predched occasionally for several years ; 
but was not ordained over any church. He devoted 
himself in early life to the useful and intellectual 
employment of teaching youth ; first in Marblehead, 
and afterwards in his native town. He gave at- 
tention also to agriculture, and had a good farm 
in the north part of Plymouth, near the bounds of 
Kingston. . His father spent much time in preaching 
to the Indians in Plymouth Colony, about 1670- 
1680, and became acquainted with their language ; 
and he should be ranked with Mayhew, Eliot, and 
Bourne, the other early preachers to the aborigi*- 
nes. The son also studied the Indian language, 
and acquired considerable knowledge of it, for the 
purpose of being the better able to teach that igno- 
rant race of men. With and after his father, he visit- 
ed various tribes in Plymouth Colony, in the charac- 
ter of a missionary; and his labors were deemed- 
beneficial to them. Some were evidently influenced 
by the pure and mild doctrines of the gospel ; but on 
most of them, the labors of the Christian minister 
were of little avail. Mr. Cotton filled several civil 
offices, as Clerk of the County Court, Register of 
Probate, and Justice of the Peace. . He died in 1766, 
at the age of seventy-seven. He prepared a vocab- 
ulary of the language of the Massachusetts Indians. 
His son, John Cotton, wrote an account of the Ley- 
den and Plymouth church, which is published in 
the fourth volume of the Historical Collections. 

COX, LEMUEL was an ingenious mechanic, and 
the master bunder of the bridge over Charles river, 
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firom Boston to Cbarlestown, elected in 171B6 ; tlMnigh 
the model was conformable io the bridge baiU over 
York river, in Maine, in 1761, by Majoi* Samuel 
Sewall, of the town of York. Major Sewall wbm 
first consulted by the proprietors as to the model of 
the bridge, and the probability of its standing, against 
the current and ice. That over York river is onlj 
270 feet long and 26 wide— that over the Charles 
is 1500 feet in length and 4S in width. The latter 
was about thirteen months in the building. Mr. 
Cox had great reputation for skill and- judgment in 
his business ; while SewaU furnished the plan, he 
constructed it in a strong and workmanlike manner : 
and received great praise for the work. The bridge 
from Beverly- and Salem, and that over Mystic rive? 
to Maiden, were built by Mr. Cox, and on the same 
plan as that over Charles river ; and were erected 
within three years after the last named. Soon af- 
terwards, Mr. Cox was encouraged to go to Europe for 
the purpose of directing the construction of bridges. 
The celebrated bridge at Waterford, in Ireland, was 
built under his direction and superintendence; as 
were some others in England. _ These bridges were 
built over rivers of considerable extent ; and where 
it had been supposed they could not stand. 

CRANCH, Hon. RICHARD resided in that part 
of Braintree, now called duincy, where he died ia 
1800, at the age of seventy-four. He did not re- 
ceive a collegiate education; but might be said to 
have been a well educated man. He had early lit* 
erary advantages, which he wisely improved ; and 
was in a great measure his own teacher : as every 
one most be, if he would acquire mudi useful 
knowledge, or make progress in the arts and sciences/ 
^Mr. Cranch was a watchmaker, and generally dis- 
covered a mechanical genius. He was one of the 
fonttdora of the Americajn academy of Arts and 
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Sciences ; and . many years a counsellor of that 
learned society. He was also a distinguished theo- 
logian, and well read on the subject of the prophe- 
cies. His views on revealed religion were different 
from the Calvinistic system. He was an original 
member of the society for propagating the gospel 
among the Indians and others in North America, 
incorporated in 1787, and ever discovered an interest 
in its prosperity, — and in promoting the important 
objects of its formation. He had a seat in the Sen- 
ate of Massachusetts from the County of Suffolk, 
(Braintree being then a part of that County,) and 
had the reputation of an intelligent legislator and 
faithful public servant. His family was the abode 
of order, sobriety and religion. His wife and 
children were well educated and well informed, and 
their conversation was such as to please and to edify 
their visitors^ 

CUDWORTH, Gen. JAMES came to Plymouth 
in 1634, but soon after removed to Scituate.. He 
was several years an assistant, and oiie of the Coun- 
cil of War. Several persons were at divers times 
chosen to form such a council, to advise Captain 
Standish. In the time of the war with the Sachem 
Philip in 1675, Cud worth had the command of the 
Plymouth troops at one time, with the title of Gen- 
eral, before Governor Winslow took the field in per- 
son. He was a brave, but prudent ofiicer. He 
was the first military character in the colony, after 
Standish. He was independent in his opinions, and 
therefore not very popular. When the Qtiakers 
were persecuted in 1665, and after, he opposed the 
severe measures against them. He deemed it good 
policy to tolerate all sects; and he gave some 
of the Quakers an hospitable reception, till he was 
reprimanded by the court for doing it. The conduct 
of the Quakers at their first visiting Plymouth and 
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Massachusetts was quite irregular and repiehensi- 
ble ; but they were treated with more severity by 
the government than the Christian spirit, or justice 
could approve. When arguments did not avail with 
erroneous sectarians, the civil ruler was too prosia to 
resort to force, and exercise legal authority. Cad- 
worth went to England, as an agent for Ply mouth 
Colony, in 1681, when he was above seventy years 
of age, and there died soon after his arrival. 
Several of his letters on public' business are pre- 
served ; and afford evidence of a good education, 
and of sound discretion. 

CUMINok Rev. HENRY D. D. had his edu- 
cation in Harvard College, and left that Seminary in 
1760, with a high reput»tion for diligence as a 
student, and for strong intellectual powers, which 
were developed by close reading and application. 
When in college, he waa somewhat more advanced 
in age than the majority of the students ; and prob- 
ably, therefore, was more attentrve and studious, 
and more careful to reflect deeply on the literary 
and scientific subjects which he was called upon to 
study. He was a close reasoner, and was fond of 
metaphysical discussion. But he always disputed 
with candor and mildness. He was ordained over 
the Church in Billerica, in Massachusetts, a few 
years after he left college ; and there continued till 
his death in 1810. Dr. CUmings had the reputation 
of an Arminian ; but did not reject what may justly 
be called the doctrines of grace ; and his preaching 
might well be considered as evangelical. Both 
Arminians and Calvinists repudiate the conclusions 
which some draw from their respective systems. 
The former do not deny the doctrines of grace ; nor 
the latter the necessity of good works, or that man 
must strive to make his calling and election sure. 
Several years before his death Mr. Cumings received 
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tl»e f}f gree of Doctor of Divinity from the corpora^ 
tion of his Mnia Mater ; and be was often invited 
to preach on public occasions. His pulpit per- 
formances were always acceptable, and several of 
his discourses were published. All who knew him 
bore witness to his amiable disposition and his ex* 
emplary conduct. He lived to a good old age, 
having survived his eightieth year. 

GUSHING, Hon. THOMAS received his first de- 
gree in Harvard College, 1744. He soon after en- 
gaged in trade, and was a respectable merchant in 
Boston, then a place of commerce with foreign coun- 
tries, and the largest seaport in New England. In 
the year 1761, he was chosen a member of the Gen- 
eral Court in Massachusetts for Boston, and elected 
speaker the first year he held a seat in the Assem*- 
bly. His father, who was also a very respectable 
Inhabitant of Boston, occupied that station twenty- 
seven years before. Mr. Cushing, the son, was one 
of the Representatives of Boston, for fourteen years, 
till the Revoii;Ltion ; and most of the time presided 
in the House. He had much influence with his fel- 
low citizens, and with the members of the General 
Court ] and yet he did not rank with Otis, or S. or 
J. Adams in political knowledge, or in public de- 
bate. The people had great confidence in his pat- 
riotism^ at the critical period of 1764-'74 ; for he 
was decided and judicious. The ministerial party 
of those years, did not indeed fear him so much as 
they did the other patriots just mentioned. In 1774, 
he was one of the five delegates from Massachusetts, 
chosen to attend a Continental Congress, to copsuH 
on measures for the preservation oi the rights an4 
liberties^of the British North American Colonies, tbeA 
assiailed bv an arbitrary administration in Englaiid, 
He was also returned as a member of that augps^ 
s^speoxbljr, for seyerfil wpqeecJips yea^fi-: WhwMw 
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constitution of Massachusetts ^as adopted in 1780, 
Mr. Cushing was chosen Lieutenant Governor ; and 
re-elected in 1781 and 1782. His station entitled 
him to respect ; and he was esteemed as a sincere 
patriot and an honest merchant. Like most of .the 
patriots of that period, he was a public professor of 
religion ; and his life corresponded to his faith and 
profession. He died in 1788, at the age of sixty- 
five. 

CUSHING, Hon. WILLIAM L L. D. was edu- 
cated at Harvard College, and received the literary 
honors in 1751. He engaged in the profession and 
practice^ of law at an early age; and soon became 
distinguished for his legal learning, his judgment as 
a counsellor, and for integrity in practice. Prom his 
youth, he had a high character for sobriety and 
gravity ; and had a seat on the bench of the superior 
court in Massachusetts, at an earlier age than was 
then or since common. He was a justice of that 
court before the Revolution ; yet he manifested great 
attachment to the rights of the colonies ; and was 
the only one high in office in Massachusetts, at that 
time, who did not support or apologize for the arbi- 
trary measures of the parent government. He was 
appointed a judge of the highest judicial tribunal 
in the Commonwealth, in 1775-6 ; and afterwards, 
1780, chief justice of the Supreme Judicial Court, 
under the constitution adopted in that year. When 
the federal government was organized in 1789, he 
received a commission as an associate justice of the 
Supreme Court of the United States; Hon. John 
Jay of New York, being at the same time the chief 
justice of that court. On the death of Judge Jay, 
Mr. Cushing was appointed to his high station ; but 
declined it. He was then far advanced in life, and 
his health quite feeble and precarious. He re- 
mained a. judge of the court, however, some time 
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after, wh^n tie retired to private life, and survived 
scarcely a year. Judge Gushing possessed good tal- 
ents and extensive learning, particularly in his pro-^ 
fession. If he were less brilliant than some of his 
contemporaries, his learning as a lawyer, was pro- 
found, and bis decisions were generally received as 
equitable and just, and warranted by sound princi' 
pies of juriq[>rtidence. 

GUSHING, Hon. NATHAN as well as William 
Gushing named above, of whom notice is here taken, 
was a native of Scituate, in Massachusetts; but 
they were not brothers. Nathan Gushing was a 
few years younger than William ; and received a 
degree in Harvard College in 1763. He also studied 
law, and was a patriot and a whig of the Revolu- 
tion. In 1775, two judges of Admiraltv were ap- 
pointed by the legislative authority oi Massachu* 
setts; when Mr. Gushing was appointed for the 
southern district, and Timothy Pickering for the 
northern. Judge Gushing conducted with firmness 
and promptitude, and yet with fairness and impar* 
tiality. Numerous vessels were then taken by the 
American privateers, and libelled for adjudication. 
Whatever were his prejudices or his wishes as a 
patriot, he so decided generally, that his sentences 
were fully approved. He was afterwards appointed 
a justice of the Supreme Judicial Gourt of Massa- 
chusetts, under the constitution of 1780, and held 
that office several years. He wits patient and up- 
right, as a judge, but not always so ready in f<Mrm- 
ing an opinion^ as most other justices ; nor was he 
very eloquent in charging the jury. His observa- 
tions were comparativelv few, leaving it to the good 
sense and mtell^nce ot the jurors to give their ver- 
dict without innuence from the bench. In all the 
relations of domestic and social life, he had a 
character for justice, mildness and conciliation. 

11 
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CUTLER, Rbv. MANASSAH JiL, D. was a 
graduate of Yale College with the class of 1765 ; 
and having studied divinity the usual period of 
preparation for the Christian ministry, settled as 
pastor of a Church in Ipswich in 1768. Though 
respectable as a theologian and faithful as a pastor, 
he devoted much of his time to the study of Botany 
and Natural History. His treatise in botany was 
well received ; but that branch of natural history 
^ had not been then much studied ; and there have 
- been more learned publications since, on the subject, 
in America. He paid greater attention to that inter* 
esting study than any others of his time ; and his 
publication was considered- a novelty from the pen 
of a divine. Professor Peck of Harvard University 
afterwards made natural history in all its branches 
his study ; and acquired more correct and more ex« 
tensive information than Dr. Cutler possessed. Dr; 
Cutler was a member of several learned societies, 
formed in his day for the promotion of science ; and 
always manifested a disposition to advance the in- 
terests of literature in this country. He removed to 
Marietta, Ohio, soon after it became .a separate 
State : and there remained till his deaths in 1803. 

CUTTER, Rev. TIMOTHY D. D. received his 
first degree in Harvard College in 1701. In 1709 
he was ordained pastor of the church in Stratford, 
Connecticut : and in 1719, was chosen Rector and 
President of Yale College. He had the character of 
a good scholar ; and very few so well understood 
the ancient languages, especially the Hebrew. As a 
pulpit orator also he was probably not excelled by any 
preacher of his time. In 1722, he declared his pref- 
erence for the Episcopal rites and forms to the con* 
gregational system, so far as the latter deviated from 
the former. The year following he visited England, 
and received ordination from a bishop; declaring the/ 
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opinion that his previous ordination by his clerical 
brethren of the congregational order was invalid, and 
that no one was a regular minister of Christ, without 
the imposition of a bishop's hand. He soon after be- 
came the rector of Christ's Church, in the north part 
of Boston ; and continued in that church and station 
fill 1765, when he had reached the age of eighty-two 
years. His talents were admitted by his religious 
opponents as well as his friends ; and his literary at* 
tainments were greater than those of the majority of 
the clergy of either professions. Episcopal or Congre- 
gational. But he cherished and expressed narrow 
views as to the forms of religion ; often declaring his 
doubts, '< whether there was salvation for any out of 
the pale of the English Episcopal Church." He wrote 
in reply to Dr. May hew on the controversy in which 
the latter engaged in 1763, relating to attempts then 
made to extend Episcopacy and to support bishops 
in New England. 
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DAGGETT, Ret. NAPHTALI D. D. a native 
of Auleborough, m Massachusetts, received his edu* 
cation in Yale College, and was graduated in 1748. 
He was ordained over a church at Smithtown, on 
Long Island, in 1761, where he remained only five 
years ; being then chosen professor of dirinity in the 
college at New Haven, in which he had been eda- 
cated. He continued in that important station till 
his death in November, 1780. During ten years of 
his professorship he also acted as president of the 
college, between the time of President Clap and Dr. 
Stiles. Dr. Daggett was respectable as a theologian 
and a general scholar. He had a degree of Doctor 
of Divinity from the college at Princeton, New Jer- 
sey, as well as, that of New Haven. He continued 
to preach occasionally while professor in college ; 
and several of his sermons were published. While 
he acted as the president, the college was in a pros- 
perous state ; and several of the alumni, distinguish- 
ed afterwards in public life, were educated while he 
was at the head of that seminary. In his character 
as a scholar, we find indications and traits rather of 
solid and useful learning, than of brilliancy or of ori- 
ginal genius. In that generation of men, there was 
more of a desire to 'be useful than to excite admira- 
tion. There were many good scholars and able di- 
vines, but few of very commanding eloquence. 
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DALTON, HcHf. TRISTRAM was a eitimi <»f 
Newbnryporty and bom in that vicinity. He pte- 
paied for college under Master Moody, the able 
teacher in Byfield academy ; and was graduated at 
Hanrard University in 1755. He studied law, but 
early engaged in commercial pursuits. In the poUti- 
cal dispute with ESngland, he ranked among the 
wbigs of the day, and was one of the leading patriots 
in the County of Essex ; though there were many 
choice spirits in that part of the province. He was 
often elected to the House of Representatives and 
the Senate of Massachusetts ; and was also a mem- 
ber of the Continental Congress, and of the Senate df 
the United States. In all these ' important stations, 
he had die character of an able and faithful public 
servant. He was also distinguished for h|s courtesy 
and polished manners ; and he paid more attention 
to dress than great men usually do. But perhaps 
more attention was bestowed on dress and manners 
sixty and seventy years ago than at present. It 
seems to have been expect^ of men of wealth and 
in public office. The opinion of Addistm probably 
then prevailed, that neatness was nearly allied to 
the moral virtues. Mr. Dalton had the reputation of 
a good general scholar ; and was an original member 
of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. He 
'lived to an advanced age ; and was one of the prin-* 
cipal officers in the custom house in Boston for sev* 
eral years near the close of his life. 

DANA, Esq. RICHARD was an alumnus of 
Harvard College, where he was graduated in 1718. 
He studied law and settled in Boston. His char- 
acter was that of an able and honest lawyer, and he is 
justly ranked among the patriots and advocates for 
civil liberty, in the critical period of 1770-75, when 
the British ministry were inclined to abridge the free«> 
dom of the colonies, and to render them moro fully 
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mibjeel to Che fovfex and control of the pareftt gov* 
ammeiit than they had ever beHore been. New and 
boayy taxes were imposed, and public officers an fbe 
province, appointed by the British ministers, weie 
nitfneroua, with extravagant stipends. On maay oc- 
casions, Mr, Dana was found taking a decided and 
active part for the defence o( charter rights and ptiv* 
iiegos. He was Representative f<Nr Boston. 

He was particularly assiduous in obtainii^ correct 
information of the massacre in Boston, on the night 
'of the 6th of March, 1770,^ perpetrated by British 
aotdiei^, then stationed in that town. He was one 
of a committee appointed by the town, to prepare a 
fill! statement, of the several incidents, and the order 
in which^ they occurred, connected with that wantoa 
irafedy. . He took several depositions of respectable 
oittMiis, who were present at the scene ; and who 
had heard the previous threats erf some of the sol«- 
diem, who bad been insolent and abusive for some 
preceding days. They had attacked the citizens 
with vioiexMse, and declared they would kill ^^t 
wound some of them. Exasperated by the thveats 
and Mows of the soldiers, some of the people, chiefly 
the young and ardent, returned abusive language ; 
and some threw snow balls and pieces of ice. But 
there was not evidence sufficient to warrant the be* 
lief that the people would have taken the life of the 
sentinels, or seriously attacked the other soldiers. 
The firing has been said to be in self-defimce, and 
therefore justifiable. But this can hardly be admit- 
ted ^ Afld if the soldiers und^ Captain Preston had not 
j|jMd, and had used <Mily such threats or such a de* 
giee of force as to disperse the people collected near 
^tfae sentinels, it would have been excusable. It was 
bdieved by H. Knox, afterwards majors-general in 
ihe American army, and who was then on the spoti 
Attd by many others, that the firing was unneeeeary 
for the protection of the sentinels. It seems pKo|ieK 
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themtee, ta call the ootra^, by which MMnd 
cHaaeiui -were killed or^inertaUy wounded, a 'inm» 
cie ; and yet some writers insist that it is nooneot 
so giTe the tragedy that sevcare appdlationi 

Mr. Dana was chairman of the commtltee 
chosen by the town of Boston, in 1766, to gite iB«> 
straetions to the representatiyes of the General 
Court. This was at a very critical period, and a 
time of great anxiety for the rights and liberties of 
the province. The stamp act had passed, and otlMr 
laws for laying high duties on all articles imported 
into the province, a host of revenue officers sent over 
£rom £ndand to enforce these obnoxious statates, 
and the British parliament had declared that they 
had a right to l^islate for the people in thecoloniae 
in all cases whatever. The instructions were sMe 
and bold perhaps, but at the same time temperate 
aiul judicious. Mr. Dan;i was not a rash or impru* 
dairt patriot, though sufficiently decided and xealoos 
in the cause of freedom. He left two sons, who 
were educated at Harvard College ; Edmund, who 
was an Episcopal clergyman in England ; Francis, 
who was soihe time the chief justice of the Suprefne 
Judicial Court of Massachusetts, from 1792 to 1810 ; 
and, filled several other very important offices m 
the State, with great ability and integrity. The ^- 
mer was graduated in 1759, and the latter in 1762. 

DANA, Hon. FRANCIS L L. D. son of Richard 
Dana, Esq., already noticed, was born in Boston, in 
1744 ; and after he completed his c<^giate stndisB, 
entered as a student of law, in the office of Hon. 
Bdmimd Trowbridge, one of the moat eminent law* 
yers in the province, and who at a later period than 
<haA mentioned, held a seat on the bench of the 8a«! 
perior Cout t of Judicature. Mr. Dana early .took a 
decided part, in favor of colonial rights, and iithe lib* 
crties of the people, and in opposition to the arbitrary 
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Bdeasiires of the British government. Such was l^s 
reputation for legal and generlil knowledge, and such 
the confidence reposed in his patriotism by the Con- 
tinental Congress, that he was appointed an agent to 
visit the court of St. Petersburg, in 1778, on impor- 
tant business in behalf of the United States. The 
particular rank he held, as a diplomatic characler, 
has not been stated ; and at that early period of our 
national existence, the ministers sent abroad were 
few ; and their grade not precisely defined in all 
cases. Soon after his return, Mr. Dana was ap> 
pointed a judge of the Supreme Judicial Court ; and 
<m the death of Judge Sargent, he received a comr 
mission as chief justice. He was also a short time ti 
member of the Continental Congress, before his 
agency to Russia, already mentioned. Mr. Dana 
was considered as a learned lawyer, and an upright 
impartial judge. He was naturally of an ardent 
temperament ; he had no patience with those who 
were disposed to tamper with right and justice and 
truth, for every purpose. He thought fairness and 
strict integrity as proper in an attorney, as in any 
other profession ; and in his family circle, his conduct 
was such as to command respect and to conciliate es- 
teem. When the court was over, in which he had 
been presiding with great dignity, and as some think 
of sterness of manner, he engaged in conversation in 
the social circle with much affability and pleasantry. 

DANA, Rev. JAMES D. D. was an alumnus of 
Harvard College, where he was graduated in 1753. 
He settled in the ministry in the town of Wallingford, 
Colony of Connecticut. After a few years he was sep- 
arated from the Church and society in that town, on 
account of disputes relative to some speculative 
points in theology. His character for integrity and 
piety was never impeached. He did not fully coincide 
with the orthodox clergy of the day on all theolQ^^ 
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cal subjects. And he wat Independ^t and leo 
lioiiesl, to profess any article o( a eieed in vhicli be 
did noi beUeve. He afterwards became Urn paator 
and teacher of a church in New Haven, where he 
continued till the infirmities of age prevented his 
public services ; but he always shared largely in tlie 
eatoem and warm regard of his peopte, and of his 
brethren in the Christian ministry. Even those who 
held a somewhat stricter faith, extended to him their 
Christian sympathy and respect. He possessed an 
mtellect of great power and discrimination ; and his 
discourses were of the first order in his time, for solid 
seasoning and impressive appeals. His manners 
wens those of the early puritans, softened, however, 
by more gentleness and amenity than some of them 
exhibited. He died at the age of about four-score* 

SAMUEL W. DANA, of Middletown,Ck)nnecticut, 
was a distinguished lawyer and statesman. He had 
a eeat in the National Legislature, in the House of 
Representatives, and in the Senate, and was highly 
esteemed both for his ability and his candor. He 
was decided and frank in his opinions, but courteous 
and conciliating towards political opponents. He 
supported the policy of Washington and Adams. 
In private life, Mr. Dana was truly estimable ; of 
bland and pleasant manners, and highly entertaining 
as a companion. In his religious views, he generally 
coincided with his venerable parent. He always 
spoke of the puritan fathers of New England with 
great respect and admiration. 

DANE, HoH. NATHAN LL. D. received his 
public education in Harvard College, and took hia 
first degree in 1778. He studied law, and settled 
in the town of Beverly, in Massachusetts. He was 
a good scholar, but not greatly distingnished in 
Baily li£p, lie however had the reputation of a 
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diligent student, when a member of college, and 
afterwards, when engaged in the legal profession. 
And thus his acquirements rendered him a safe and 
able counsellor. He was appointed a member of 
the Continental Congress in 1785, by the legislature 
of Massachusetts, as was then the practice. And 
although never brilliant as an orator^ he rendered 
much service on committees, where he was alike in- 
dustrious and judicious. It was owing chiefly to 
his efforts, that Congress made it a condition, on the 
formation of new States in the North-western Terri- 
tory, that slavery should not be allowed therein. 
This territory consisted of grants from several of 
the old thirteen States, for the benefit of the whole 
United States ; the proceeds of the sales to be ap- 
plied to the payment of the public debt incurred by 
the war of the Revolution, until that debt should be 
extinguished; and then to belong to the several 
States. The southern members of Congress at that 
time, as they have always been, were in favor of 
slavery, and contended for its continuance in their 
States, and might thjerefore be willing that it should 
be allowed in other parts of the Union : but the 
northern and eastern, the non-slaveholding States, 
were opposed to it, at least to its extension ; and 
therefore insisted that it be excluded from any new 
States which might be formed. Mr. Dane was one 
of the most decided and active in urging the con- 
dition of its exclusion. He. afterwards had exten- 
sive practice as an attorney ; and for many years 
was engaged in important causes before the Supreme 
Judicial Court in Essex and Suffolk Counties, and 
in most parts of Maine. His habits of industry 
continued till he exceeded the age of seventy, and 
when about that age, he published a large and valu- 
able work with the title of American Practice. It 
affords evidence that he was " learned in the law," 
and it has been among the books of authority with 
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gentlemen of the legal profession. Mr. Dane always 
sustained the character of an honest and virtuous man. 

DANFORTH, Hon. THOMAS was bom in Eng- 
land, but came to Massachusetts in early manhood, 
and at an early period of the settlement of the Colo- 
ny. In 1659, we find him one of the magistrates and 
board of assistants, as the coadjutors of the Governor 
were then called. He continued to be chosen to this 
honorable station for twenty years, when he was 
elected Deputy Governor, after Mr. Bnidstreet, sue* 
cessorto Leverett, received the appointment of Chief 
Magistrate : and in this station he continued twelve 
years, and until the second charter, in 1691, except 
two years of the arbitrary and unconstitutional act- 
ministration of Sir Edward Andros. 

Mr. Danforth was a zealous patriot, and the man of 
the people, in the usual. meaning of that phrase. But 
he could not jastly be called a demagogue. While 
a firm advocate for popular rights, and for the full 
exercise of political powers granted or recognized by 
the Colony charter^ he was the friend of civil order 
and authority, maintained according to settled prin* 
ciples, and the laws and acts of the Legislature. 
He therefore opposed the arbitrary and oppressive 
measures of the British administration during the 

f period of 1660-1686, while Charles II. and James 
I. were on the throne ; when several of his contem- 
poraries, through fear, or a desire of the royal favor, 
were ready to submit to the unjust and tyrannical or- 
ders of Randolph, Andros, and of commissioners sent 
into the Colony by the king, to interfere with its in- 
ternal laws and regulations ; all of whom encroach-> 
ed most arbitrarily on the charter rights of the peo- 
ple. For several years, Mr. Danforth had the ap- 
pointment of JPresident of Maine, a great part of 
which was under the government of Massachusetts ; 
the majority of the inhabitants, in a time of political 
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dispute and confusion, having desired to be attached 
to that Colony. Cooke, Gookins, Hawthorne and oth* 
ers were the friends of the Deputy Governor ; Joseph 
Dudley and Detinison, were apologists for the British 
administration. Governor Bradstreet was considered 
more moderate and prudent, and was supported by 
most of the people who did not engage very warmly 
in the contests between the political parties of the 
day. Mr. Danforth had one son who was educated 
in Harvard College, and graduated there in 1671 ; 
and afterwards; s^isited and resided in England. 

. DANFORTH, Rev. SAMUEL a nephew (as is 
supposed) of Hon. Thomas Danforth, came to Mas- 
sachusetts when quite young, and was graduated at 
Harvard College with the second class in 1643. He 
was a close student, and made great attainments in 
various branches of literature. In 1660, he received 
ordination as colleague pastor, with the celebrated 
John Eliot, over the church in Roxbury. He died 
at the age of fifty- two, when his reputation was high 
as a clergyman, and his usefulness acknowledged by 
all. He was pathetic and impressive in his preaching, 
and seldom delivered a sermon without tears. 

Rev. Samuel Danforth, and Rev. John £)an<- 
FoaTH, sons of the former, were emin^it ministers ; 
the first was ordained to the pastoral care of the 
Church in Taunton. He received a degree in Har* 
▼«rd College in the year 1683, and died in 1727; 
several of his discourses were published. Rev. John 
Danforth was graduated in Harvard College, wiA 
the class of 1677. He surpassed most sclK)Iar8 of 
his time in miattiematics. His father also made nn* 
ooramon progress in the study of astronomy. He 
became the pastor c^ the Church in Dorchester in 
1682, and died in 1730, at the age of sixty*fiix. 
His publications were several occasional sermons* 
Hon. Samuel Danforth, his son, resided in Cam* 
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bridge, .and was much in public life ; ' and for several 
years the oldest member c^ the Supreme Executive 
Couiicil. In the dispute with the British ministry, 
as to the extent of the civil rights and authority of 
the provincial government, which became highly in- 
teresting and serious in 1764, and continued till the 
Revolution in 1775., Mr. Dan forth was on the side 
of the administration in England. And in 1774, 
when the charter of Massachusetts was altered, or^ 
directly violated by the appointment of counsellors 
by the king, instead of having their election by the 
Representatives of the people, he was one of the 
number. He did not leave the country, however, as 
many others did at that time, from their strong 
attachment to the British government, arbitrary as 
it then was. He died in Cambridge in 1777, at the 
age of eighty-one. He had studied chemistry more 
than most others of his day, and excelled also in the 
knowledge of other branches of natural philosophy. 

DANIELSGN, Hon. TIMOTHY was a citizen 
of Brimfield, in the south part of (old) Hampshire 
County ; and one of the most zealous and active 
supporters of Colonial rights in the western part of 
the Province at the memorable period of 1775. His 
education fitted him for extensive usefulness. He 
received a degree in Yale College in the year 1756,' 
He first gave his attention to theology, but did not 
engage in the clerical profession. Ten years before 
the war began, ^ dispute arose, or was revived, of 
the extent of the political power of the British Par- 
liament over the assemblies and people in the Prov- 
inces, and of the civil authority which belonged to' 
each provincial legislature, for all internal police and 
government. The young men of education took a 
deep interest in the dispute. They read the history 
of England and of the Colonies, especially of Mas^ 
sachasetts ; which from its first settlement had con- 

12 
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tended for charter rights ; and for civil rights as Eng- 
lishmen. A great portion of the sons of Harvard 
and Yale, educated between 1730 and 1770, were 
found firm and decided in defence of civil liberty, 
and on the side of the Colonies, on this great 
question. The British ministry after 1763, pretend- 
ed we had too much power and too much liberty. 
They assumed a right to govern us, and to legislate 
. for us in all cases by laws of Parhament, though 
we were not represented in that legislative body. 
This was seen to be the essence of tyranny — ^and 
that Americans must then be slaves. ,In such a case, 
there was no hesitation, and no indecision on the 
part of the great body of the people in Massachu- 
setts. And there was a goodly number of learned 
men on the subject, who were able to state the argu- 
ments on the side of freedom ; while almost the 
whole body of the people were eager to be informed 
and to understand the nature of the dispute : and 
were then ready to act in defence of political liberty. 
Mr. Danielsou was chairman of the convention in 
the County of Hampshire, September 1774; and 
was chosen a delegate to the Provincial Congress of 
Massachusetts, holden at Concord in October 1774, 
and afterwards at Cambridge in February 1776 ; 
and at Watertown May 1775. In May 1774, he 
was chosen one of the Board of Council, being then 
a member of the General Court from Brimfield ; hut 
was negatived by Governor Gage, with several 
others, at the same time. 

In May 1775, the Provincial Congress of Massa^ 
chusetts voted to raise and organize twenty-five reg- 
iments of militia for the common defence; Mr. Dan- 
ielson had command of one of these regiments ; and 
William Sheppard was his Lieutenant Colonel. He 
was chiefly however in the legislative body ; and 
was a member several years after 1775. He did not 
survive to a very great age. 
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DAVENPORT, Rev. JOHN came to New Eng- 
land in the year 1637, with Messrs. Hopkins and 
Eaton, and joined them in the first settlement of 
New Haven : and Hopkins and Eaton, and some 
others of that company, were men of large estates. 
Mr. Davenport had been distinguished jn England 
as a popular preacher and a learned theologian ; and 
had great influence among his brethren of the clergy, 
who were puritans. He received his public educa- 
tion at one of the colleges, Oxford, and afterwards 
was honored with the degree of Bacheldor of Divin- 
ity from that University. When he with some 
other pious men, both laity and clergy, attempted to 
reform abuses in the established Church, they were 
opposed, and prohibited to proceed in the good work 
by archbishop Laud, a great bigot, and of a very 
arbitrary temper. The money collected by Mr. 
Davtoport and his friends, by donations from 
various persons, was taken and applied to public 
purposes according to the pleasure of the archbishop, 
the great enemy and oppressor of the non-conform- 
ists. In 1633, Mr. Davenport retired to Holland, to 
avoid persecution and imprisonment. But he re- 
turned to his native land ; and there resided about 
two years, when hearing of the prosperity and ex- 
tension of the settlements in Massachusetts, he sail- 
ed for this country. While at New Haven, he was 
invited to be a member of the Assembly of West- 
minister, in England, in 1642, for preparing a system 
of doctrines, &c., to be adopted by the great body of 
non-conformists and puritans and independents 
of that period. Mr. Cotton of Boston, and Mr. 
Hooker of Hartford, were also requested to attend 
the asseinbly ; but they all declined. He assisted in 
concealing Goffe.and Whaley, two of the judges, 
by whom Charles I wfts sentenced to be beheaded 
for tyranny, and levying war on his subjects. On 
the restoration of Charles U, in 1660, Goffe, Whaley 
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apd Dixwill, three members of that tribunal, fled to 
New England; and warrants were issued in the 
name of the king, to arrest them and convey them 
to England for trial. Their case excited much 
sympathy in Massachusetts and Connecticut; and 
they were concealed for many years, and till their 
death, though at the risk of the roya^ displeasure. 
Mr. Davenport consented that they should be kept 
in his house for a long period, during which the 
messengers from England passed through New 
Haven in pursuit of them. On the death of Mbt Nor- 
ton, teacher of the first Church in Boston, in 1667, 
Mr. Davenport was invited to take charge of that 
Church, and soon after removed and settled there as 
the pastor, and at the same time Mr. Allen was or- 
dained as the teacher. Nearly half of the first 
Church and Society were opposed to the settlement 
of Mr. Davenport, and many of his Church in New 
Haven also objected to his removal. The chief ob- 
jection to Mr. Davenport by the people of the Church 
in Boston, was, that he would baptize no children, 
except the parents were members of the Church, 
— while many of them who had been baptised in 
their yoHth, and made a profession of their . faith in 
the Christian religion, claimed the privilege jbr their 
children. This was a subject of warm dispute, ait 
that period. A synod was bolden to decide which 
course was scriptural. But, as in all such contro- 
versies, the difference of opinion still continued. 
The Old South church, so called, in Boston, was 
then formed by those who opposed Mr. Djivenport. 

DAVIS, Hon. CALEB was a citizen of Boston, and 
much in public life, as a municipal officer, a Magia- 
trate and legislator, from the age of thirty to his death 
in 1797, when he was about fifty-six. He held the 
responsible and arduous ofiSice of selectman and 
overseer of the poor several, years. Much service i^ 
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expected of such officers, without pecuniary reward ; 
and often they are unjustly censured by the ig- 
norant and uninformed. Mr. Davis was frequently 
one of the representatives of Boston, in the General 
Court, or in the Senate ; and one or two years was 
chosen speaker of the House. He first had a seat in the 
House, in the year 1776, when there were eleven 
other members; an unusually large number for that^ 
period. The number was then commonly five or 
six. At a little later period, he had a seat at 
the Council board. These were marks of public 
confidence in his good judgment and patriotism not 
to be mistaken. But Mr. Davis was not an able de- 
bater in public assemblies. Perhaps it was for- 
tunate that it was not deemed necessary, then, to 
make long declamatory speeches. It may be well 
doubted whether they would have been tolerated. 
It was sufficient, that a member should give his 
opinion, and his reasons for that opinion, in as few 
words as might be needed to be fully understood. 
Mr. Davis was a professor of religion ; and a deacon 
(Jf the Church at the south end of Boston, in Hollis 
street. He was esteemed as a correct and sincere 
Christian. In his dress and manners he was one of 
the old school of gentlemen ; many of whom might * 
be named, as they are well rernembered by those of 
the age of seventy-five or seventy-six. They would 
now be considered precise, if not rather formal. But 
their deportment inspired more respect than the 
coarseness or indifference of modem times, 

DAVIS, Hon. THOMAS was a native of Ply^ 
mouth, Massachusetts, and was born about the year 
1758. His father was concerned m trade and fish- 
ery in that place ; and though he gave one son — 
Hon. Judge Davis of Boston — a collegiate education, 
Thomas had no better means of acquiring knowl- 
edge in his youth, thaa a common school, provided 
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for children of all classes of the people. This de* 
feet, however, was in a great degree remedied by 
personal application and study. With much pro- 
priety he may be said therefore, to^ be a self-taught 
man. Piligence, industry and sobriety were ais- 
played in his conduct in very early life. The 
. business of his father probably led him to give his 
attention to trade and navigation, and to subjects 
connected with commerce. He soon became distin- 
guished for his information on mercantile affairs; 
and as an accountant; and discovered all that accu- 
racy, good judgment and method, which are import- 
ant in all departments of business, and especially in 
commercial pursuits. He became concerned in nav- 
igation, and in the fisheries, and trade to the West 
fadies, soon after his years were such as to render it 
proper he should engage in business for himself. It 
soon appeared that he was^ accumulating property ; 
slowly perhaps, but surely. And this is to be chief- 
ly attributed to regular habits, to industry, and dili- 
gent attention to the business in which he had en- 
gaged. And who can justly expect to accumulate 
property, or to prosper in business, without diligence, 
method and persevering efforts ? At an earlier age 
than is usual, he was chosen a representative to the 
General Court, for his native town. And after a 
few years he held a seat in the Senate, to which he 
was elected by his fellow citizens, who had witness- 
ed in his course so much good judgment, upright- 
ness, and fidelity, as to deserve their entire regard 
and confidence. 

Mr. Davis was chosen a member of the Senate 
from Plymouth County, at several annual elections ; 
and was then appointed president of an insurance 
company in Boston ; the second company of that 
character in that ancient town. In this station he 
was continued till his death, in 1805, at the age of 
forty-eight. Few men in the community, during the 
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last generation, were so much esteemed and confided 
in as Mr. Davis. He was accurate, judicious, and 
faithful in the yarious stations which he occupied. 
The interests of others might be entrusted to him 
with perfect assurance of his care and fidelity. And 
his conduct, both in public and private, furnish an 
example which may be safely followed ; and fully 
prove that by diligence, sobriety and integrity, a 
young man may justly expect a competency, if not 
great wealth ; and will certainly secure the esteem 
and respect of his fellow men. 

DAWES, Hon. THOMAS a native of Boston, 
had a character for energy, activity and discrimi- 
nating powers of mind superior to that of most men 
of his time ;. especially of those who had not the ad- 
vantages of a public education. He was a mechanic 
and a mason ; and therefore it cannot be justly said of 
him that he was a man of great learning. But, 
with a good common education, and being fond of 
reading he became well acquainted with the his- 
tory of Massachusetts and of England ; and living 
in a time of disputes on the nature of civil rights, 
and of the arbitrary measures of the British govern- 
ment to legislate for the American colonies, he be- 
came conversant with political subjects. Hcitook a 
deep interest in the controversy between Great Brit- 
ain and Massachusetts in 1765-'75, ias did all intel- 
ligent citizens of that period. But all were not^so 
well prepared to decide correctly on the questions 
at issue. His intelligence Ind good judgment, united' 
to a character for integrity and patriotism, pointed 
him out to his fellow-citizens as a proper person to 
represent them in the legislature of the Common- 
wealth ; and he was several times chosen as a mem- 
ber of the House of Assembly and of the Senate. — 
CoL Dawes was ofteti called upon to preside at town 
meetings in Boston, in party times, when there was 
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much excitement, as in 1793~'94. He regulated the 
meetings with great tact, and with some manage- 
ment ; and yet seldom gave offence. He favored 
the religious and literary institutions of the State ; 
and provided the means of his time for the education 
of his children. He had not all tlie precision of the 
former generation ; and yet his conduct wa§ regu- 
lated by economy and industry. His costume was 
that of a gentleman, but little was expended merely 
for display and ostentation. 

DAWES, Hon. THOMAS a son of Mr. Dawes 

before mentioned, was graduated in Harvard Col- 
lege in 177^ when he was only eighteenf years of 
age. His character was that of a good classical 
scholar while at college ; and he also early discover- 
ed a lively imagination, which displayed itself in a 
fondness for the works of the English poets, then 
much circulated in New England. His love of po- 
esy was indeed often displayed by his personal ef- 
forts in this kind of composition r and they were 
much above mediocrity. Some of his poetical effu- 
sions were greatly admired, and extensivf»,ly circu- 
lated. He entered the profession of law ; and before 
he was forty years of age, he was appointed one of 
the associate judges of the Supreme Judicial Court 
of Massachusetts. This place he resigned after he 
held it some ten or eleven years ; and was then ap- 
pointed Judge of the Municipal Court for the city of 
Boston, and Judge of Probate for Suffolk county. — 
Judge Dawes cultivated a taste^for polite literature 
and the belles lettresL; and in conversation often 
manifested, but without pedantry, his extensive ac- 
quaintance with the best writers, both ancient and 
modern. Such men polish and improve the society 
in which they live. Judge Dawes was a member of 
the American Academy of Arts and Sciences ; of the 
Peaoe Society ; and of the Society for Propagating 
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the Gospel among the Indians and others in North 
America. .He died in 1826, at the age of sixty. 

DEARBORN, Gbn. HENRY was a citizen of 
the State of New Hampshire. He was engaged 
in the military department, at an early period of the 
Revolutionary w;ar. Two regiments from that 
province repaired to the vicinity of Cambridge, soon 
after the affair at Concord and Lexington, to aot 
inrith the Massachusetts troops in defence of the 
country in opposing the British army then in Bos- 
ton. Colonel, afterwards General, Starks and Col- 
onel Poor, commanded them.— rThey were stationed 
at Medfprd ; and when the Americans under Colonel 
Prescott at Charlestown heights, were attacked by the 
British from Boston, June 17, 1775, the New Hamp- 
shire regiments promptly marched to aid and support 
the former. They arrived just in season to assist, 
which theydid with great bravery and effect. The 
enemy were twice repulsed. Mr. Dearborn held a 
Captain's commission in one of the New Hampshire 
regiments on that day : and he was in the expedition 
against Quebec, under Arnold, in 1775. He con- 
tinued in the continental army till the close of the 
war; and when the army disbanded in 1783, had 
the rank of Major. He had the character of a brave 
officer; and had borne a part personally in several 
battles. He settled on the banks of the Kennebec, 
near Hallowell ; and was sometime Major-General 
of militia ; and a member of Congress in 1794-1800. 
In 1801, he was appointed Secretary of War; and 
in 1.810, Collector of the customs for the port of Bos- 
ton. When the war of 1812 was declared, he re- 
ceived a commission as Major-General, and held 
that rank till the close of that unhappy war, in 1816. 
In one of the expeditions against Canada, in 1813, 
he was the commander. In one campaign. General 
Wilkinson commanded. But neither were success- 
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ful in the attempts to conquer that British province. 
Sometime after the peace, General Dearborn had an 
appointment as Envoy to Portugal, and continued 
in that station between two and three years. He 
died in 1830, at the age of seventy-seven years. 

DENNISON, DANIEL a citizen of Ipswich, was 
a magistrate or counsellor, from 1650 to 1682, and 
was much employed in public business. For several 
years he held the place of Major-General, the highest 
military office next to the governor. William Den- 
nison, admitted a freeman, in 1632, is supposed to 
be his father. General Dennison was one of the 
commissioners to settle disputes in Maine, and to re- 
ceive the people there under the jurisdiction of Mas- 
sachusetts, in 1651. In 1653, there was a serious 
difficulty })etween New Haven, and the Dutch at 
Manhattan, about land on the Delaware, and the en- 
croachment of the latter on the south borders of 
New Haven colony. General Dennison was one of 
the two commissioners for settling the dispute. 
Their report was impartial, judicious, and pacific ; 
and probably prevented a war with the Dutch at 
New York, at that period. The advice given was 
accepted by the General Court of Massachusetts, 
who said, " it was not expedient for those who 
came to America to extend the Gospel of peace to be 
over forward to engage in a war with their Chris- 
tian neighbors on slender or inconsiderable grounds." 
In the dispute between the General Court and the 
commissioners of Charles II, sent out to hold a court 
of appeals in New England in 1665, when a majori- 
ty opposed the exercise of such judicial authority in 
the Colony, as improper and inconsistent with char- 
ter rights. General Dennison was in the minority; 
fearing the royal displeasure, and therefore ready to 
submit to their arbitrary proceedings. But the pa- 
triotic party, with Bellingham and Danforth at their 
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bead, prevented the holding of such a tribunal ; and. 
for the time, preserved the due authority of the col- 
onial government. General Dennison died in 1683. 
An essay written by him, called Irenicoriy was pub* 
lished after his death. 

DERBY, RICHARD Jr. Esq. was an eminent 
merchant of Salem, and took a decided part in favor 
of civil liberty, when the British ministry adopted ar- 
bitrary and oppressive measures, in 1765. At that 
period the people of Salem elected him a Represent- 
ative to the General Court. He was also a member 
of the Convention in Essex, September 1774, called 
to consult for the maintenance of constitutional lib- 
erty, and for the common welfare ; and of the third 
Provincial Congress of Massachusetts which met at 
Watertown, in May 1775. A board of counsellors 
was constituted by that Congress to act instead of 
mandamus counsellors, so called, appointed by 
the King, contrary to the charter of the Province. 
Mr. Derby was also chosen a counseller in May 
1774 ; but received the negative of Governor Gage ; 
and again in 1775 and 1776, he was elected to that 
place by the House of Representatives. As there 
was no governor, the council had the executive 
power, and was also a branch of the legislature ; till 
the new constitution of the State was adopted in 
1780. The delegates to the provincial Congress of 
May, 1775, which was after the sword 'had been 
drawn by the British, and an attack made on the 
people at Lexington and Concord, April, 19th, of that 
year, must have had so much of the spirit of their 
ancestors, as to risk both property and life, for 
the preservation of their civil rights and liberties. 
The same principles and spirit must have animated 
those who met in July, 1775, as a House of Repre^ 
sentatives, to devise ineans to maintain the troops 
then assembled at Cambridge and vicinity, for .the 
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defence of the Province, in struggling to maintain its 
ancient political power, against the despotic plans 
and policy of the British ministry. The rich, who 
made great sacrifices of property, gave perhaps, the 
strongest proofs of patriotism. And many of the 
most opulent citizens gave such proof, besides Han- 
cock, Bowdoin, Dexter, Derby, Pickering, Green- 
leaf, Sever, Phillips, Lee, Orne, Lincoln, Powell, and 
Gushing. 

DEXTER, AARON M. D. M. M. S. was a native 
? of Chelsea, and received his public education in 
Harvard College, with the class of 1776. He attend- 
ed to the practice of physic in Boston, many years, 
with high reputation among his medical brethren. 
His practice was very extensive, until the infirmities 
of old age induced him to relinquish it. , Dr. Dexter 
had a great taste for reading, and was acquainted 
with all the valuable publications of his time. He 
had a fondness for chemical inquiries and studies ; 
and when a professorship of chemisty was formed in 
the University, in the year 1783, he was chosen 
the professor. Dr. Dexter survived to-a good old 
age ; enjoying to the last the regard and afifections of 
a large circle of friends. 

DEXTER, Hon. SAMUEL was the son of Rev. 
Mr. Dexter of Dedham; but passed many years af- 
ter he was twenty-one in mercantile pursuits, in 
Boston. By diligence and probity, he accumulated 
a good estate before he was fifty ; not indeed what 
would satisfy many at the present day, now that the 
style of living is so much more expensive : but what 
he deemed sufiicient for a comfortable and decent 
subsistence. Mr. Dexter had a good education, and 
was. fond of reading and study. He had read much 
an history; especially that of England; and few 
understood the constitution, or the nature and prin- 
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ciplesofthc British monarchical government better 
than he did. In the dispute between the British gov- 
ernment and the American Colonies, which, though it 
did not begin in 1764, was then received with pecu- 
liar earnestness, Mr. Dexter took an acctive part^, and 
TB^as long one of the leading characters among the 
patriotic opposers of the arbitrary power exercised 
or claimed by Parliament over, the Colonial legisla- 
tures. The great question was, as to the extent of 
authority the Parliament might rightfully exercise 
in legislating f&r and controlling the people or their 
representatives in America. The British ministry 
and a majority of Parliament claimed a supreme and 
unlimited power over the Colonies ; and contended 
that they had " a right to bind the American people in 
all cases whatever." But this would be absolute des- ' 
potism on one part, and abject submission and slave- 
ry on the other. The great body of the people in 
Massachusetts, rich and poor, learned and illiterate, 
landholders and laborers, all excepting the few who 
held office under the British government, were op- 
posed to the doctrine advanced, and to the authority 
claimed for the Parliament in England ; and early 
resolved, with great unanimity, to resist the claim. 
For it was incompatible with their rights as English- 
men ; it was in violation of their charter ; it was 
contrary to the spirit of the British Constitution, and 
to the principles of the glorious revolution of 1688. 
They were not represented in Parliament; and 
therefore could not justly be -bound by its laws. — 
There was a House of Commons in the Province, 
composed of representatives of the people, and this 
was the only body which could rightfully legislate 
for them in all internal concerns, as laying taxes, &c. 
And yet allegiance was acknowledged to the king; 
and his negative, duly expressed, admitted on the 
laws passed by the Colonial Assembly. Mr. Dexter 
was one of the most able and intelligent disputants 

13 
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ef that memorable period, on the part of Colonial 
rights and liberties. James Otis, Joseph Warren, 
and Joseph Hawley were more ardent, Samuel Ad- 
ams more resohite, perhaps, on some questions and 
emergencies ; but such characters as Dexter, Bow- 
doin, professor Winthrop, and John Adams, were 
equally necessary. They informed the people ; they 
confuted Governors Bernard and Hutchinson ; they 
pointed out the danger of the policy of the British 
ministry ; and they convinced their fellow-citizens 
that all which was dear to them was at stake. These 
intelligent patriots were firm, decided, resolute, but 
not unduly precipitate or imprudently zealous. ^ Mr. 
Dexter was a member of the council before the Rev- 
olution — but sometimes when chosen was negatived 
by the Governor. For several years, between 1765 
and 1776, Mr. Dexter was on the most important 
committees, either of the House or of the Council, 
which prepared resolutions and made reports of great 
moment, relating to the existing controversy with 
England. In 1776, 1777, and some years after, he 
was one of the Supreme Executive Council of the 
State? When he had nearly reached the common 
age of man, he declined all public service, and em- 
ployed his time in reading or writing, chiefly on 
religioifs subjects. The sacred volume frequently 
received his attention and examination. He fully 
assented to its divine inspiration ; and yet was a 
liberal or protestant inquirer. His opinions were 
in accordance with Arminian divines. He was 
strongly opposed to the Calvinistic system. When ' 
chosen a member of the society for propagating the 
gospel, he frankly declared he could not send mis- 
sionaries, who would insist on the peculiar tenets of 
that creed. He published an essay on the text, 
*' Jacob have I loved, but Esau 1 have hated." 

DEXTER, Hon. SAMUEL L L. D. son of Mr. 
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Dexter referred to in the preceding article, was an 
alumnYis of Harvard College, and received the de- 
gree of A. B. in 1781. He early gave indications of 
a discriminating and powerful mind. He was dis- 
tinguished as a close reasoner and an able logician ; 
and could well act the part of an acute disputant. 
The law was chosen for his profession — and he 
surpassed most of his time as a pleader. With the ju- 
ry he had uncommon power. Though well read, as 
a lawyer, he cho^e rather to establish the justice of 
his cause, and to convince the jurors that equity 
was on the side of his client. He practised several 
years in the Counties of Middlesex and Suffolk ; and 
his business was very extensive. Mr. Dexter was also 
distinguished as an orator and politician. On sever- 
al occasions he Xvas called upon to address his 
fellow citizens, and all who had the privilege of hear- 
ing him were gratified with his correct elocution and 
happy illustrations. He excelled in the argumenta- 
tive parts of his address, and yet he was not unfre- 
quently pathetic and impressive in appealing to the 
feelings and the moral sense. He was in the Sen- 
ate of the United States from Massachusetts ; and 
no member of that highly respectable assembly was 
deemed superior to him in argument or persuasive 
eloquence, Mr. Dexter was a public professor of re- 
hgion, and liko his father was able to give reasons 
for his faith ; for like him, his belief in the Christian 
revelation was the result of rational and fair inquiry. 
He died in 1816, at the age of fifty-six, in the midst 
of usefulness and fame ; for he was one of those gift- 
ed and honorable men whom his fellows delight to 
honor. 

DUDLEY, Hon. JOSEPH son of Governor 
Thomas Dudley, was born in the year 1647, when 
his father was seventy-one years of age; and re* 
ceived a degree in Harvard College, in 1665. He 
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appointed a magistrate in the colony at an early 
age ; and generally acted with those who were for 
supporting the prerogatives of the crown, and limit- 
ing the civil and political powers' of the colonial 
government. This political bias was apparent in his 
conduct, soon after he entered on public life; and 
continued till his death, in 1720, when he was seven- 
ty-three years of age. He had good talents, and aa 
education to fit him for public "service in the colony ; 
and he had ambition also, and a love of power fully 
corresponding with his ability. He received some 
marks of disapprobation from the people, on account 
of his apology for measures of the British ministry 
relating to the province, which were deemed arbi- 
trary and unjust ; and hence became an object of fa- 
vor with the administration of England. He carried 
the doctrine of submission to royal and ministerial 
authority to a dangerous degree ; so as to subject the 
civil liberties of the colonists solely to the will and 
pleasure of the king. He even denied that they had 
any rights ; resolving all their privileges into the royal 
grace and favor. When some complained that their 
charter powers Were curtailed by the ministry in Eng- 
land, and that their rights as Englishmen were vio-. 
lated or disregarded, by orders from the king, he said, 
" that they could not expect to carry th§ rights of Eng- 
lishmen to the ends of the earth." He expressed a re- 
gard, indeed, for the welfare and prosperity of the 
province, in which he had his birth ; but like Hutch- 
inson, at a later period, he was too subservient to 
men in power, with a view to political promotion. 
He was made president, or chief magistrate of Mas- 
sachusetts for a short time, in 1686, the year after 
James II, had annulled the charter. It was proof 
enough with all intelUgent men, that he was more of 
a courtier than a patriot, in that he was willing to 
accept the appointment, by which he could govern 
in an arbitrary manner, without a House of Bepte- 
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sentatives, which hacb been disallowed by the king. 
His old friends on the side of liberty and of charter 
rights, asked, him how he could accept such a com- 
mission, but be gave no satisfactory answer, he only 
replied, ^' that he saw no impropriety in taking any 
commission from his king." When Sir Edmund 
Andros came into the colony,«as governor, in Decem- 
ber 1686, with the same arbitrary authority, Dudley 
was one of his council ; and with a fe\ir others, acted i 
with him in~ measures to oppress and not protect the 
people, o;r to maintain justice and civil liberty in the 
commonwealth; but most of those appointed his 
councillors refused to take any part in his arbitrary 
government. — Mr. Dudley received the appointment 
of governor of the province, in 1702, after, the short 
administration of the Earl of Bellamont, and was 
continued in the office twelve years. Rev. Increase 
Mather, and his son, Rev. Cotton Mather, were much 
opposed to the administration of Governor Dudley, 
especially in the latter part of it ; and accused him 
of partiality, and even of gross injustice in some 
oases. But the friends of the governor charged them 
with undue prejudices against him, as he did not fol- 
low their advice and dictation. — The Mathers had 
good cause for their complaints and censures, 

DUDLEY, Hon. PAUL was a son of Governor 
Joseph Dudley, and had his public education in 
Harvard College, where he received his first degree, 
in 1690. He read law a short time in the province ^ 
and afterwards visited England, for the advantage 
of studying in the Temple. Probably no one who 
mras a native of Massachusetts had previously en- 
joyed that privilege. On his return to the province { 
he received the office of Attorney-General, which he 
held for several years ; when he subsequently held 
a seat on the bench of the Superior Court of Judica- 
tare. He had some enemies, and was charged with 
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a diapofiitioti to support -the measures of %h% pareiift 
coveromenty however arbitrary. Yet he had loaiiy 
friends ; and bis conduct, ms a judge, was generally 
approved. He had the character of an upright znan 
gistrate ; and his abilities were such as to command 
the respect of his contemporaries. For several years, 
towards the close of his life, he held the important 
office of Chief Justice. He may justly be ranked 
among the most learned men of his time. He pub- 
lished several essays on the natural history of Amer- 
ica, particularly of New England, which were cir^ 
culated in England, and excited the attention of 
naturalists in that kingdom ; and soon after he was 
elected a member of the Royal Society at London. 
He was a firm believer jn Christianity, and a strict 
puritan, like his grandfather; and he left a legacy 
to maintain an annual lecture to be delivered in Har^ 
vard College, on natural and revealed religion, on 
the errors q£ the church of Rome, and on the validi«- 
ty of presbyterian ordination. 

DUDLEY, Hon. THOMAS was one of the prin*- 
cipal characters of the Massachusetts company by 
which Boston and vicinity were settled in 1630« 
He was one of the oldest of the first settlers, being at 
the age of fifty-four years when the company first 
came. He died in 1653, aged seventy-seven years. 
When they came over he was deputy-governor of the 
company, having been chosen to that place the year 
before they left England : John Winthrop was then, 
and many years after, the Governor*in-Chief. Mr. 
Dudley was chosen Governor three years during ihm 
life of Winthrop, and two years after his death. £te 
is sepresented as a rigid puritan, and of narrow 
views in religion. He had less charity for heretics^ 
or for those who did not entirely agree with him ill 
his religious creed, than Governor Winthrop. There 
is no doubt of his sincere piety ; but his exclufiva 
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or ezcommimicatiag all who differed from him in 
a&aJtimfiatj would be deemed highly impn^r at the 
present time. It was owing to his influence with 
that of two or three others, that Roger Williams and 
the Quakers were banished and cruelly persecuted. 
He supposed he had discovered and embraced the 
true faith, and indulged in an intolerant spirit and 
conduct toward all who adopted religious opinicms 
in any measure differing from his own. Governor 
Dudley possessed respectable talents, and had^a con* 
siderable knowledge of the world ; he had been an 
officer in Holland before he came to America, and 
before he joined the puritans. He resided sooke 
y^ars in Capibridge, which was then called the NeW^ 
town. Sometime at Ipswich, then in Boston, and in 
Roxbury, where he had real estate, and was long pos^ 
sessed by his descendants afterwards. H^ opposed 
the fanatical views of Ann Hutchinson, who was aa 
a»tinomian, and in other respects a very visionary 
woman, and of great zeal in her efforts to make 
converts. A feeling of assurance that shewed she 
"vras converted, and a child of God, was all she re- 
quired as necessary to constitute her a true Chris^ 
tian ; and that a holy life was no evidence of faith 
or piety. She was believed to have religious princi- 
ples aiid to be sincerely pious ; but her views w^re 
considered erroneous, contrary to the gospel, ahd of 
dangerous tendency in society. And some of her 
converts, or followers, were grossly immoral and 
licentious. She was bani^ed the Colony, instead 
of being unopposed and unnoticed, which would 
probably have prevented the spread of her fanciful 
views. She was the flrst '^ transcendantalist " m 
Massachusetts ; pajring more deference to her own 
Ibelings than to the plain deolarations of the Savioutri 
Wintbrof^, Dudley, Ber. Mr. Wilson of Bositon, and 
moBt odnera among the mem of influenoe ia ih^Go]^ 
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ny, condemned her religions yiews; and as she 
would not refrain from urging them and denouncing 
the learned ministers as legal preachers, they order- 
ed her to depart the Colony. 

DUMMER, Hon. JEREMIAH has been generally 
reputed one of the most able and learned men Mas- 
sachusetts has produced : especially in the ndore 
early days of the Colony. His family was highly 
respectable, and several of them sustained important 
public offices in Church and Stdte. His ancestor, 
Kichard Dummer, and probably his grandfather, 
came to Massachusetts in 1632, and married the 
widow of Rev. Mr. Burr of Dorchester, in 1642. 
Mr. Dummer was educated in Harvard College, and 
received his degree in 1699. Several of the class 
had the reputation of being better scholars than 
most who had then received their education in the 
country. But Mr. Dummer was esteemed, by those 
able to judge, to have surpassed all others. On- 
leaving college, he studied theology and preached a 
few months ; but with all his talents and learning 
he was not a very popular preacher. As he had not 
an immediate invitation to settle in the ministry, he 
went to England ; and thence passed over to Hol- 
land, and was sometime a resident in the Universitjr 
at Leyden. Here also he had the character of an 
excellent scholar, and received the degree of Doctor 
PhilosopkicB, He soon returned to England, and 
gave his attention principally to the subject of poli-* 
tics and of jurisprudence. And in whatever subject^ 
he engaged, he soon acquired a competent knowl- 
edge. He wrote on the charter rights of Massachu- 
setts colony and legislature, in an able manner ; and 
^his opinion of the extent of powers granted by that 
instrument has ofteti been quoted as correct, and as 
more favorable to the construction given it by the 
whigs in the colony, than by the British miai«tryi 



Mc. Dummei* was sometime Mt agent, when in Eng* 
tand^ for Massachusetts, and he always dilig^itiy 
and faithfully attended to the interests of tlve Prov- 
^ inoe. In this capacity, he became acquainted a»d 
had frequent intercourse with the most learned 
characters in that country ; as well as with some in 
high political office. In the latter part of his life, 
he was suspected of a degree of skepticism on the 
subiect of the Christian religion. But it has been 
rendered probable, that this suspicicm was confined 
to those who deemed a denial of Calvinism, a re- 
nunciation of Christianity. ^He died in 1739, at the 
age of sixty. His publications are, a discourse on 
the holiness of the Sabbath ; a dissertation on the 
descent of Christ ihto hell ; and a letter to a noble 
lord, on the expeditimi to Canada, stating the great 
efforts made by Massachusetts for the conquest of 
that province. 

DUMMER, Hon. WILLIAM was born at New- 
bury, in the County of Essex. Early in life he vis- 
ited England ; and when in that country in 1716, he 
received the appointment of Lieutenant Governor of 
Massachusetts, at the time Samuel Shute was placed 
in the chair of Chief Magistrate. Governor Shute 
left the province in 1723, on account of a dispute 
with the General Court on the subject of his salary; 
^ and Mr. Dummer acted as Chief Magistrate during 
three years, when William Burnet was appointed 
Governor ; and again in 1729, Mr. Burnet having 
retired from the chair, Mr. Dummer was at the head 
of the provincial government for another year. He 
enjoyed the confidence of the people in a great de- 
gree, for his impartiality and prudence, and his re- 
gard to the public welfare. During his administra- 
tion the eastern Indians, on the Kennebec, Penobscot, 
juad in other parts of Maine, frequently attacked the 
scattered English settlenaents : bHtkt tbey were cheek- 
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ed by the prompt efforts of Gdveraor Dummer ; and 
treaties were made with them, which served for 
many years to maintain peace in that territory. His 
reUgious views coincided fully with the congrega- 
tional clergy of his time. He received the rebuke 
of the British ministry for approving of a synod or 
convention of the clergy in Massachusetts, in 1726, 
without first consulting the king and his council. 
This was supposed to be owing -to the influence of 
the bishops and High Church party in England, 
which was then very jealous of the exclusive eccle- 
siastical power claimed by the clergy of New Eng- 
land, in all religious concerns. The bishops and 
prelates in Great Britain had always, from the early 
settlement of the colonies, sought to dictate and con- 
trol in this respect. But it was not to be expected 
that those men, or the children of those men, who 
had suffered so much for religious freedom, would 
submit to the will or pleasure of a distant hierarchy. 
Fort Dummer, on the Connecticut, in the north-west 
part of Massachusetts, and near the boundary line 
of that province and New Hampshire, and T>uilt in 
1725, was called after the Lieutenant Governor. 
He lived to a great age, and died in 1761. 

f 

DWIGHT, Rev. TIMOTHY D. D. L L. D. was 

educated in Yale College, and there received his 
first degree in 1769 ; and after the usual course of 
reading in theology was ordained in the town of 
Fairfield, in Connecticut. He also was the principal 
of an academy in that town, for several years, with 
a high reputation as a teacher of youth. He was 
everywhere received as an able divine and a power- 
ful preacher. His talents were of a superior order, 
his learning as a theologian extensive, and his man- 
ner imposing and dignified. On the decease of Rev. 
Dr. Styles, 1795, he was elected President of Yale 
College, and the choice was highly judicious. For 



TIVOTBT BWIGHT. 166 

the character of Dr* 'Dwight was then eminent, both 
as a scholar and theologian. And his elocution also, 
it was believed, would be of great benefit to the stu- 
dents, especially to those designed for public speak- 
ers, either in the pulpit or at the bar. The founda- 
tion of his literary character was laid in a good classi- 
cal education, in reading the works of the best writers, 
and in diligent study afterwards, devoting more 
time than is usual with men of a public education 
to the acquisition of knowledge in the various branch- 
es of literature. Like all other distinguished schol- 
ars ; he was therefore, in a great measure, the maker 
of his own literary fame. He early enjoyed great 
advantages for learning ; but without uncommon 
application,^ he would, not have attained the high po-^ 
sition he held in the literary world. Dr. Dwight' 
proved a prudent and faithful governor of the Col- 
lege, as well as a learned and able instructor.. Be- 
sides his general superintendence of the seminary, 
both as to students and subordinate teachers, he gave 
lectures in theology and ecclesiastical history ; and in 
these branches he was peculiarly eminent ; as his 
sermons and " Body of Divinity," abundantly prove. 
That all his theological opinions were correct, it is 
not intended to assert ; for he was fallible and unin- 
spired. But the work furnishes evidence of exten- 
sive learning, and of uncommon powers of intellect. 
There are few, if any human systems of divinity 
which are not assailable for some evident mistakes, 
or some disagreement with the plain declarations of 
the inspired scriptures. And yet they may serve on 
the whole, to support the great cause of religion, and 
to teach its fundamental and essential truths. For 
wjiere the§;e are admitted and inculcated, no deep in- 
jury will arise from some speculative errors. The 
Christian character may still be formed and main- 
tained. It is only when speculative tenets, which 
are not plainly stated in scripture, and which result 
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merely from the constructions and reasonings of fal- 
lible men, are urged as essential to Christian faith and 
piety, that they become greatly injurious, or objec- 
tionable. Christian teachers should be careful not 
to make any doctrinal point essential, except there 
is most evident and unequivocal authority for it in 
the teachings of Christ and his inspired apostles. 
The publications of Dr. Dwight were very numer- 
ous. Besides sermons, he published lectures on 
infidel philosophy, travels in New England, con- 
taining much information of public men, of towns 
and their statistics, and history, and of the manners 
of the people — a system of Christian theology ; and 
a poem, with the title of " the Conquest of Canaan." 
He was one of the founders of*' the American Board 
of Commissioners for Foreign Missions;" and an 
early and efficient member of " the American Bible 
Society." He died in 1816, while he held the 
office of President of .Yale College, which he had 
then filled for twenty years. 

DYER, ELfPHALET LL. D., a native of the 
State of Connecticut, received his education in 
Yale College, with the class of 1744, and engaged 
in the profession of law at Windham, in that State. 
He was reputed one of the ablest lawyers in that 
part of New England, and held the officeof Chief Jus- 
tice of the highest tribunal in Connecticut for several 
years. He sat in the first Continental Congress 
which convened at Philadelphia, in September 1774, 
and was composed of men the most dis^tinguished in 
all the colonies at that eventful period, for their patri- 
otism and wisdom. Though a small State, Connec- 
ticut has always furnished able and upright men in 
the councils of the nation. Trumbull, Sherman, 
Huntington, Wolcott, Griswold, Hillhouse, Tracy, 
Ellsworth, Dana, and Pitkin, were distinguished as 
members of the federal government, either in the 
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House of Representatives or in the Senate. Judge 
Dyer reached the age of eighty-five, and died in the 
year 1807. He always gave his influence in favor 
of learning, good morals, religious institutions, and 
social order. If not so brilliant or eloquent as a few 
others of his State and time, he displayed the more 
useful qualities of decision, moderation, and good 
judgment ; and seemed to aim at the faithful dis- 
charge of duty both in public and private life. 

14 
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EATON, Hon. THEOPHILUS came to New 
England in 1637, with a company attached to him, 
of which were Mr. Hopkins, his father-in-law, and 
Rev. John Dayenport. They were invited to settle 
near Newbury, but declined ; and soon removed to 
New Haven, in the south part of Connecticut. 
These were all puritans, or ncm-conformists ; and 
had suffered much in England for their rehgious 
opinions; especially Mr. Davenport Eaton and 
Hopkins were men of large estates ; and the former 
had travelled much on the continent of Ei^rope, 
partly for the purposes of trade. Mr. Eaton attend* 
ed little to merchandise in America ; but engaged in 
agriculture. Much of his time, however, was de- 
voted to public affairs. He was a man of public 
spirit ; and the Governor of the Colony from 1642, 
to the time of his death in 1657. Mr. Hopkins re- 
turned to England after a residence of a few years 
at New Haven ; of which he was sometime Govern- 
or, before Mr. Eaton. He was a generous benefactor 
ot Harvard College, at an early day, when its funds 
were small. This company at New Haven, under 
Mr. Eaton, was a great addition to the strength and 
prosperity of New England. They traded with the 
Dutch at Hudson's river ; and this intercourse bad 
on the whole a favorable effect. There were some- 
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times disputes between them; but they were ad- 
justed by the prudence and wisdom of Governor 
Eaton ; and the friendship of the Dutch served to 
check the inroads of the savages on the more south- 
em settlements of the English. New Haven Colo- 
ny was one of the four united with the New Eng- 
land Colonies in 1642; but sometime after was 
joined with Hartford, Windsor, and other settle- 
ments, in one Colony ; and the whole received the 
name of Connecticut. The first company at New 
Haven, with Messrs. Eaton and Davenport, consisted 
mostly of citizens of London, who were merchants 
and traders , but they generally became landholders 
and farmers. In their religious and ecclesiastical 
riews and forms of worship and discipline, they 
differed very little frdm the inhabitants of Massa- 
chusetts. And there was always a friendly inter- 
course between them. 

ECKLEY, Rev. JOSEPH D. D. received his 
education in the College at Princeton, New Jersey, 
and was ordained over the Old South church in 
Boston, in 1779. When he was first settled he had 
apprehensions as to the entire orthodoxy of the 
clergy in Boston ; but his acquaintance with them 
led him to a more cordial intercourse. His theologi- 
cal views differed somewhat from theirs ; but they 
met  and acted together as brethren ; and in the 
latter part of his life there was less difference be- 
tween them. It is not uncommon that independent 
and well-informed men, become more catholic in 
their opinions as they advance in life ; nor that 
thosd who opposed and censured each other, when 
strangers, have afterwards had more charity. Dr. 
Eckley possessed a deep sense of religious ob- 
ligations, and so far as his deportment was a just in- 
dication, his piety was at once habitual and elevated. 
He had great gravity of manners, and generally ap- 
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peared less cheerful ia society than some of his 
Ijrethren ; but he possessed kind feelings towards all 
riien, and his serious deportment was evidently nat- 
ural or constitutional, and not assumed. He was a 
faithful minister and a sympathising friend. Dr. 
Eckley was an, original member of the society for 
propagating the gospel among the Indians and others 
in North America, founded in 1787. He delivered 
the second discourse before the society. Dr. Lathrop 
delivered the first. Dr. Howard was first requested, 
but sickness prevented. The discourse of Dr. , Eck- 
ley was published — and in it, he says, " it is a 
pleasing observation, that the most important truths 
in religion are the plainest. — The great work in the 
moral or spiritual system of God, is the redemption 
of man through the Mediator, who stands in a joint 
relation to him who sent him, and to those* to whom 
he was sent." He was many years one of the 
Boston Association of ministers of Congregational 
Churches ; and then they all formed only one asso- 
ciation. Dr. Eckley died in 1811. A few years be- 
fore his death. Dr. Worcester published, '* Bible 
News," which was anti-Trinitarian. In a letter to 
his brother, from Dr. Eckley, refering to the vol- 
ume, the latter says, — '4he common plan of three 
self -existent persons forming one essence or infinite 
Being, and one of these persons being united to a 
man, leads to, and ends in Socinianism. The ortho- 
doxy, so called, of Waterland is as repugnant to 
my reason and views of religion, as the heterodoxy 
of Lardner. And I am at loss to see that any solid 
satisfaction for a person who wishes to find salvation 
through the death of the Son of God, tan be found 
in either." It appears by this extract, that Dr. 
Eckley was neither a Socinian, nor a Trinitarian. 
He was an Arian, or Semi-arian ; like Dr. S. Clarke, 
and others, who do not profess the Socinian creed. 
The subject is difficult to explain; and the intelli- 
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gent aixd unprejudiced will not quarrel about it. 
Dr. Eckley preached at the ordination of Rev. Dr. 
Gray, Roxbury, and at the installation of Rev. H. 
Holley, Boston., And he delivered the Dudleiaa 
lecture in 1806, which was published. 

EDDY, Hon. SAMUJ^L L L. D. of Providence, 
received his education in Brown University, with the 
class of 1787. ^He chose the profession of law, and 
was in the practice several years, when he was ap- 
pointed one of the judges of the Supreme Court, in 
the State of Rhode Island ; and afterwards held the 
place of chief justice. He continued in this respon- 
sible station until near the time of his death in 1839. 
Judge Eddy had the reputation of an able lawyer, 
and an impartial dispenser of justice. He was some 
time also member of Congress from Rhode Island, 
&nd faithfully supported the interests of his native 
State, and of the nation. Mr. Eddy was a man of let- 
ters, and took a deep interest in the cause of education. 
His Alma Mater always had his regard, and he la- 
bored much to promote its prosperity and usefulness. 
The corporation chose him one of their body ; and 
conferred on him the degree of L I|. D. Mr. Eddy 
had a taste for antiquarian researches ; and he had a 
' thorough knowledge of the history of America. He 
was a corresponding member of the Massachusetts 
Historical Society : and a member of the Historical 
Society of Rhode Island. He gave a large portion of 
his time, also,, to the study of theology. He was a 
firm believer in the divine origin of Christianity. 
'His views ' coincided with the modern Unitarians. 
He studied the Bible, particularly the New Testa<^ 
ment,. with care ; and deemed that the only standard 
and rule of religious faith. To human creeds he 
gave no credence or deference, any farther than they 
plearly agreed with and were supported by the in-* 
14* 
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spired writings. But he was candid and chatitable 
towards those who differed from him. 

EDWARDS, Rev. JONATHAN was several years 
the pastor and teacher of the church in Northamp- 
ton, Massachusetts. He was a son of Rev. Timothy 
Edwards, minister of East Windsor, in Connecticut ; 
and received his pubUc education in Yale College, in 
1720, when he had just reached the age of seven- 
teen. His thirst for knowledge was early mani- 
fested. He admired the essays of LoQke, on the 
mental powers ; and read them with eagerness, 
when few of his age understood, or could endure 
them. It was the study of Locke thus early in 
life, probably, which gave him a taste for meta- 
physical subjects, and induced him to attend so 
closely to that course of reading. If his philosophy 
of mind was erected on the maxims and opinions 
of Locke, it differed as widely from that eminent 
writer, as appears from some of his other works, as 
did the system of the skeptical philosophers in France, 
whose material theory was pretended to be founded 
on the doctrines of the great English metaphysician. 
Mr. liocke asserted that the senses were to be con- 
sidered as the cause or source of our knowedge and 
ideas ; and to some extent this is true. But he also 
taught, that by mental reflection, we acquire some 
ideas, which the outward senses do not furnish. 
The skeptical philosophers in France, of a subsequent 
age, advocated the material system, which excluded 
all mind or spirit from mati ; and concluded that there 
was nothing but matter in the universe. But Locke 
had said that our ideas were derived from reflec- 
tion as well as from sensation. And it was therefore 
a perversion of his theory to conclude from it, that it 
favored the skeptical views here stated, and rendered 
mind unnecessary to account for th6 existence of 
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what we see and witness in the natural world. iSo 
the metaphysical theologian, who thinks he finds 
snpport for the doctrine of moral necessity in the the* 
cry of Mr. Locke, presses the views and arguments 
of that powerful writer, in aid of his own senti- 
ments, too far ; and errs, in charging him with re- 
ferring all the operations and acts of mind to the in- 
fluence of ^matter by the senses, and thus represent- 
ing mind as always acted on, and that necessarily, 
by outward causes. The great work of Mr. Ed- 
wards on the will, on the original and independent' 
powers of the human mind, is of this kind. His 
theory is that man has such a nature, or is so made, 
that he is nece9sitated to sin ; having no power to re- 
sist his sinful propensities : and that it must be an irre- 
sistible power operating on him by some extraneous 
cause, to induce him to cease from evil acts, and to do 
good. This theory, not entirely new, for some ancient 
pagan philosophers, and some modern skeptical 
writers have advocated it, was by Mr. Edwards, ren- 
dered plausible ; and has been sometimes said to be 
supported by him by so close reasoning and argument, 
as not to be resisted : and yet the reason and common 
sense of mankind revolt against it. To assert that 
men decide, or will and act agreeable to the strongest 
motive ; or to the highest reason, after comparingv 
the nature and end of opposite courses of conduct ; 
or, in other words, that the mind does not act, or 
that we do not will or determine without a motive — 
this is one thing — but it is quite another and differ- 
ent thing to say, that the mind is entirely passive ; 
or is acted upon ; or acts necessarily according to 
the best or highest motive, from which one should 
act ; and that therefore the operations of the mind, 
the exercises of the will, are effects. The very con- 
ception of the mind is, that it wills or acts ; that it 
determines which way to act, when two objects, or 
courses of conduct are presented ; o^e right and the 
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his society. Soon after this separation, he tras ii^ 
stalled over a small church in the Coui^y of Litob- 
field, in the State of Connecticut. He died in 1801, 
at the age of fifty-six. Dr. Edwards had the repu* 
tation of an able disputant, and as powerful in argu*- 
ment, when engaged in controversy, in writing, or 
conversation. He was very tenacious of his own 
opinions ; and contended for some doctrines as essen*- 
tial to the Christian character ; which other piotts 
and exemplary men d^aicd, or of the truth of wfaioh 
they doubted. He was, therefore, considered as too 
exclusive in his views, which led him to reject the 
claims of some to the Christian name, who received 
the essential doctrines of Revelation. It is to be Isi- 
mented, that some of the best men in New England 
have been of such exclusive views ; and it is matter 
of rejoicing, at the same time, that there have been 
many of more liberal sentiments ; though differing 
somewhat on speculative, points in theology. The 
publications of Dr. Edwards were sermons on the 
death of distinguished public men, and on other oc-' 
casions ; a dissertation on " the liberty of the will," 
and a reply to Dr. Chauncy, on his essays in faTor 
of the final happiness of all men. He left several 
sons, who are distinguished among the theologians 
and scholars of the present generation. 

EELLBS, Rev. NATHANIEL received his public 
education in Harvard College* with the class of 1699, 
and was ordained pastor of the South church and 
^society in Scituate, Massachusetts, in 1704. He 
continued in the ministry in that place till his death, 
in 1750,. at the age of seventy-two. His character 
was that of a learned theologian and a faithful, pru- 
dent and affectionate pastor. His prominent trait of 
character was prudence. He possessed good judg- 
ment, and a spirit of moderation, iot whidh he was 
often chosen to attend couBcib, and • settle dispates 
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wlxich axoae in the ehurchaa in bis vicinity. In his 
theological views, Mr. Eelies might justly be classed 
with the more moderate or liberal clergy of his time. 
He did not favor Whitfield in his eccentric conduct ; 
for he was no enthusiast. He acted as moderator 
of the Convention of clergy in Massachusetts in 174S, 
when the conduct of Mr. Whitfield was under review, 
and some censures were passed on him, for^his censo* 
rions spirit and his interference with regular church- 
es, without the consent of their ministers. 

ELIOT, Rev. ANDREW D. D. was graduated 
in Harvard College in 1737, and ordained in 1742, 
over the North church and society in Boston, his 
native town. He soon became distinguished as a 
theologian, an elegant writer, a pulpit orator, and a 
good general scholar. He approved of the govern- 
ment and order and forms of the Congregational 
churches in New England; and on proper occa- 
sions, contended for their general agreement with 
the forms and discipline of the churches of the 
primitive days of Christianity, botli with his tongue 
and pen. He wrote some able essays in defence of 
the Congregational government and forms, in reply 
to remarks ofEpiscopaliah clergymen against them; 
but he always disputed in an excellent spirit, and 
with sound arguments. In his time a plan was 
proposed in England, and urged indeed, by some 
in Massachusetts and Connecticut, to maintain 
bishops in this country, and, in commending the 
plan, gr^at misstatements were made by those who 
favored it, of the ignorance and irreligion of the 
people in the province. Dr. Mayhew replied to 
some of these statements in 1753. After liis death, 
in 1766, there was still reason \o notice them, as 
they continued to be made and repeated ; and Dr. 
EUot took up bis pen in vindication of the churches 
m4 peojple el* the Congregational order in New Exkg- 
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land ; and ably pointed out the mistakes which some 
Episcopalians had made, in speaking of the state of 
religion in Massachusetts and the adjoining provinces. 
Dr. Eliot published several occasional discourses, 
which were considered among the best of his time. 
His style of writing was correct, and sometimes high- 
ly polished ; but he evidently aimed to be intelUgi- 
ble to the common class of readers, as well as to suit 
men of taste and learning. His compositions united 
purity, plainness and energy — as a pastor, none per- 
haps exceeded him in his attentions, kindness to his 
people, f and his sympathy with them in all their 
wants, temporal and spiritual. He belonged to the 
board of corporation of Harvard College for several 
years : the degree of D. D. was conferred on him by 
the University of Edinburgh, in Scotland. 

ELIOT, Rev. JOHN came to Massachusetts in 
1631, at the age of 27, the year after Charlestown 
and Boston were settled by the large company with 
Governor Winthrop. He received his education in 
the University at Cambridge, in England ; and was 
sometime a teacher of youth. He became acquainted 
with some puritan preachers soon after he left the 
university; he approved of their views and preach- 
ing, and attached himself to their cause. He was 
invited to preach in Boston, and did officiate there 
sometimes in the absence of Rev. Mr. Wilson their 
pastor, in 1631 ; but declining to continue there, set- 
tled in Roxbury in 1632, over the church and society 
formed by some of the leading characters who came 
over in 1630. Mr. Eliot possessed a good spirit of 
piety and zeal, united with much discretion and, 
prudence ; so that, 'while he was wholly devoted 
to the cause of his Divine Master, he could not be 
justly considered an enthusiast, much less a fanatic, 
as were several within the first seven years from the 
tjrigin of the colony. One design of the piiritans who 
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made' the settlements in Nevr England was, to com"* 
municate the knowledge of Christianity among the 
pagan inhabitants of the country. Mr. Eliot soon 
gave his thoughts to this object ; and he began to 
preach the gospel to them in 1646. Mr. May hew, of 
Martha's Vineyard, had engaged in this good work 
two years before. The efforts of both these good 
men were crowned with much success for several 
years. At no period since, have the attempts to con- 
vert the American Indians to the faith of the gospel 
been so prosperous. And in the latter days of these 
venerable teachers, they complained that they made 
few converts, and that some who professed faith in 
Christ did not live according to his holy precepts. — 
Mr. Eliot however continued diligent and persevering 
in his efforts for the conversion and civilization of 
these rude ignorant people ; and their faithful monitor 
and friend till his death in 1690, at the age of eighty- 
six. He often visited different parts of Massachu- 
setts, whenever the Indians could be induced to at- 
tend his preaching ; and in any disputes between them 
and the English settlers in their vicinity, he proved 
a friend to them, and a peace-maker. Such were 
his efforts, and journies made solely for their good, 
especially to bring them to the knowledge and belief 
of the gospel, that he has been called the '^ Apostle 
Eliot." By his indefatigable labors, the Bible was 
translated into the Indian language, solely for the in- 
struction and benefit of the tribes ; but few of them 
gave to it such attention as to be much improved. A 
Teligious society in England, with Sir Robert Boyle 
at its head, rendered great assistance to Mr. Eliot in 
his labors for the improvement of the Indians. In- 
deed hcL could not have spent so much time with 
them and for them, nor published the translation of 
the Bible into their language, had he not received 
pecuniary aid from others. That society contributed 
largely to the support of Mr. Eliot,^ of Mayhew, 
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Bourne, Cotton, and others, for several years between 
1660 and 1690. Mr. Eliot sometimes took part in 
political affairs, as did most of the clergy of that pe- 
riod ; not so much probably from a desire to dictate 
or to interfere with the business of civil government, as 
from a wish, on the part of the magistrates to have 
their opinions and advice in difficult cases. It does 
not appear that he was unstable in his opinions ; and 
yet he was accused, at one time, of leaning too much 
to the democracy, and at another time ^o the aristoc- 
racy of the infant Colony. He had fpur sons ; three 
of whom were preachers of the Gospel ; one was 
settled in Newton ; and one was ordained as an as- 
sistant to his father : the third was a minister at 
Guilford, in Connecticut. 

ELIOT, Rev. JOHN D. D. had his education in 
Harvard College, and received his first degree in 1772. 
While a member of the college he was much es- 
teemed for his amiable disposition and correct de- 
portment, as well as for diligent' application to his 
studies, and for his literary attainments. He ranked 
among the first in his class, which contained forty- 
eight members, and several of whom had the reputa- 
tion of being uncommonly good scholars. He kept 
a school one or two years, on leaving the University, 
and at the same time read much on theological 
subjects ; having early proposed to devote himself 
to the Christian ministry. With the direction and 
advice of such a learned and pious man as the father, 
and by the free use of his library, the son possessed 
advantages for gaining theological knowledge, 
which are enjoyed by very few students in divinity. 
Dr. Eliot received ordination in 1777-8, as succes- 
sor of his worthy father, over a church and society 
in the north part of Boston ; and there assiduously la- 
bored as their pastor, and they repaid his faithful 
aervices with great esteem and affection. He died 
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io 1813, at the age of fifty-eight years. Dr. Eliot 
shared largely in the regards of all his contempora- 
ries who were honored with his personal acquaint- 
ance, or knew his excellent character. He had pe- 
culiar blandness and amenity of manners ; and all 
who were capable of appreciating kind dispositions 
and amiable feelings in others, were attached to him, 
as to one who possessed such feelings and dispo- 
sitions in an eminent degree. He was an active and 
efficient friend to Harvard College, and for some time 
a member of the board of overseers, and also of the 
corporation. He, with Rev. Dr. Belknap and five 
others, were the founders of the Massachusetts Histor- 
ical Society ; and he contributed largely to its pros- 
perity. He was also an early, member of the Society 
for propagating the Gospel among the Indians and 
others in North America ; and in acting with those 
of somewhat different theological opinions, he always 
manifested a spirit of conciliation, candor, and im- 
partiality. The works he published bear witness to 
his good taste, his learning, his benevolence, and his 
piety. A biographical dictionary, was his principal 
literary work ; and it was executed with much abil- 
ity, discrimination and fidelity. He also began an 
ecclesiastical history of New England ; and several 
numbers appeared in the collection of the Histo/'ical 
Society. Had he lived a few years longer, he would 
probably have continued that important work. No 
man was better qualified to give a correct account of 
the proceedings of the churches in Massachusetts, 
and in the neighboring States : and no one else, it is 
feared, will be so impartial and candid. Dr. Eliot 
was invited to take charge of an Episcopal jUhurch 
at Halifax, Nova Scotia, in 1776. But he declined ; 
%s he had a decided preference for the forms and 
discipline of the Congregational churches ; and his 
father was also opposal to Episcopacy. 
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ELLIS, ABNER Esq. of Dedham, was one of 
the brave and active spirits who early engaged in 
the cause of colonial rights with patriotic zeal. He 
represented that town in the first Provincial Con- 
gress, held in Massachusetts, October 1774, and 
again in February 1775, and May 1775. Mr. 
Samuel Dexter was the other member from that 
town. In th^se several assemblies, he took a 
conspicuous part; and acted on several important 
committees. He was one of those employed in 
1775-76, to collect clothing and other supplies for 
the army. He continued a member of the House of 
Represeiftatives for several years after the war be- 
gan— 1776, 1777, and 1778. Mr. Ellis might not be 
considered precisly one of the leading nien in these 
conventions and assemblies ; but the public records 
bear witness to his activity. He never declined any 
service, however difficult or arduous, which was re- 
quired for the defence of the province and the main- 
tenance of civil liberty. Mr. Ellis was one of the 
working members of the Congress and the House of 
Representatives. He was always at his post, ready 
to assist in carrying into eflect all measures recom- 
mended for the welfare of the country. 

ELLERY, Hon. WILLIAM was a native of 
Newport, in Rhode Island. His ancester settled in 
that place near the close of the seventeenth century. 
He was a man of edi^cation and influence, and some- 
time Lieutenant Governor of Rhode Island. Wil- 
liam Ellery received his public education* in Har- 
vard College, where he was graduated in 1747. He 
studied law, and devoted twenty years to the prac- 
tice ; with a high reputation for ability and integrity. 
'He early took a decided and active part in the sup- 
port of colonial rights and privileges, and opposed 
the arbitrary measures of the British ministry. There 
were difficulties in Rhode Island in 1773, on account 
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of an attack by the people on a British vessel em- 
ploy^ by the officers of the customs, and charged 
with making tinjnsl seizures on suspicion. Certain 
individuals were tried on a charge of having beed 
engaged in riotous conduct on that occasion — and 
they were threatened with transportation to Eng- 
land, there to be subject to another trial, on pretence 
that the trial here was not impartial. This threat- 
ened act created great alarm and excitement, and 
roused the spirit of all the friends of liberty in Rhode 
Island and the neighboring colonies. Mr. EUery 
was conspicuous at this period, among the patriotic 
citizens who condemned such a measure ; and on 
other occasions about this time, joined with others 
in explaining and asserting the political rights of the 
colonies. Early in the year 1776, he was sent to 
the Continental Congress sitting at Philadelphia, with 
Stephen Hopkins ; who with Mr. Ward, had been 
a delegate in the year 1775. Mr. El lery was con- 
tinned a member of that Congress, till the year 1785. 
He was one of the subscribers to the Declaration of 
Independence, July 4th, 1776. And the journals of 
Congress bear witness to his attention and activity 
in the public service, during his continuance in that 
assembly. He acted on many important committee;^ 
relating to the finances and to diplomacy. iHe sufr 
fbred much loss of property when the British troops 
were on Rhode Island, in 1777 and 1778 : but with 
that patriotic feeling, with which many others en-» 
dured privations and paid heavy taxes, in the cause 
of national freedom. President Washington made* 
him the collector of the revenue at Newport, in 1791 
-^aiid he long held that office. He died in 1820, at 
the age of ninety-two. 

In 1785, Rtifns King, from Massachui^ett^, otfeted 
the following resolution in Congrei^s, which i^a^ 
aeMnded by Mr. EUery — «* There shall be neithet 
slaveryy nor involuntary aenritiide in any 6f <h« 
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States, otherwise than as punishment of crime — 
and this regal ation shall be an article of compact, and 
remain a fundamental principle of the constitution be- 
tween the thirteen original States and each of them." 

Mr. Eilery was always esteemed and honored, as 
one of the worthy and accomplished men of his day. 
And his . memory must be highly cherished, with 
others, for bravely asserting and defending the 
rights bestowed on man by the great and good 
Author of his being. 

ELLSWORTH, Hon. OLIVER L L. D. was ed- 
ucated in Princeton College, and received his i&rst 
degree in 1766. When the political dispute between 
Great Britain and the Americai;L colonies began, 
which issued in the Revolution of- 1775, Mr. Ells- 
worth was a young man ; but he engaged with de- 
cision and zeal on the side of civil liberty, as con- 
tended for by the colonies at that period.^ He was 
then a practising attorney at Hartford, in Connec- 
ticut, having studied law soon after he left college. 
He represented the jpeople of Connecticut in the Con- 
tinental Congress, in 1777; and continued in public^ 
life, from that year, the greater portion of his time, ' 
till his death. He held the following important sta- 
tions, besides that already named : A member .of 
the Supreme Executive Council of Connecticut ; a 
Judge of the Supreme Court in that State ; a mem- 
ber of the Continental Convention to form the federal 
Constitution of 1787 ; a Senator in Congress ; a Jus- 
tice of the Supreme Court of the United States ; En- 
voy Extraordinary to France; Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court of the United States, which o£^ he 
soon resigned, on account of feeble health ; after- 
wards again a member of the Supreme Executive 
Council of Connecticut ; and Chief Justice of the Su- 
preme 'Court of that State : the latter also he declined 
because of the infirm state of his health. Judge.Ellfr* 
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worth possessed talents of a superior order ; a sound, 
discriminating judgment ; and great firmness and de- 
cision of character. His manners were dignified, bis 
principles pure, and his conduct morally correct. As 
a public servant he was always found faithful. The 
republic never suffered by his incompetency or inat- 
tention. Its welfare was safe, so far as depended on 
his influence. Few men, so long in public life as 
Judge Ellsworth, has had such an unsullied reputa- 
tion. He left several sons, who are not unworthy of 
their descent, nor of the name they bear. 

ExMERSON, Rev. JOSEPH was minister of the 
church and society in Maiden, about forty-six years. 
He received his public education in Harvard College, 
with the class of 1717, and was,ordained in 1721. 
He manifested a spirit of uncommon piety in his 
youth ; and through life his deportment was that of 
a sincere and humble Christian. He made the sacred 
volume the standard of his religious faith ; and dil- 
igently searched its pages, that he might know the 
divine will ; as well for the religious improvement 
of his people, as for his own. He was a faithful 
and successful minister ; and his correct example had 
a happy influence with his people. His benevolence 
and kindness were acknowledged by all who knew 
him ; a tenth part of his income was devoted to char- 
itable purposes. Several of his sons and grandsons 
were also in the ministry. The family is extensive 
and respectable. 

EMERSON, Rev. WILLIAM was educated in 
Harvard College, where he received his first degree 
in 1789 ; with a high reputation as a classical schol- 
ar, a close student, and a man of good taste in com- 
position and elocution. He attended more to elocu- 
tion and oratory than most others of his class or 
slanding. He was one of the best writers and most 
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accomplished piilpit orators of Ms time* H^ spefit 
t)ne or two years in a high school in Roxbury ; and 
there profited by the conversation and advice of Retr. 
Dr. Porter, the settled minister of the first society iti 
that town. In 1792, he was ordained over the church 
in Harvard ; afid after a few years, was called Id 
fill the pastoral office, in a large society in Boston^ 
on the death of Dr. John Clarke. His opportunities 
for doing good were here much greater than in his 
former situation ; and his usefulness was far more 
extensive. He had talents to exert an influence and 
to command respect in that populous town. Here 
he was much esteemed by his brethren in the minis- 
try, and the people in general, as a serious, practical 
preacher. In the churches where he officiated, the 
younger portion of the congregation listened to him, 
when they were too indifferent to the elder clergy- 
inen, whose style of writing had become, in some 
measure, obsolete. His addresses on public occasions 
are numerous, and rank among the most correct and 
finished compositions of his time. His history of the 
first church in Boston, of which he was the pastor, 
shows his taste and fondness for a knowledge o{ the, 
6arly characters and events in Massachusetts, partic- 
ularly in the ecclesiastical department. 

EMMONS, Rev. NATHANIEL D. D. received 
his public education in Yale College, and was grad- 
uated in the year 1767. He studied divinity, and 
was ordained over the Congregational church and 
society in Franklin, Massachusetts. His ministry 
embraced a period of nearly seventy years : and he 
died in 1840, at the very advanced age of ninety-six. 
He was esteemed as a faithful pastor, and an able 
theologian. He professed the Cailvinistic system ; 
and adopted the peculiar views of Dr. Edwards and 
Dr. Hopkms, respecting the natural ahd ettthe dew 
I^rdirity of man; hismdvail inability, and absolute to^ 
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tal opposition to all good ; with the other doctrines 
included in the theological theory of these eminent 
divines. Dr. Emmons wrote and published several 
discourses on these subjects ; and his writings were 
distinguished by energy and vigor : and had great 
influence with many students of divinity younger 
than himself, in leading them to adopt his views. — 
The Calvinistic system has recently been opposed by 
some who still retain the name of orthodox ; and in- 
stead of contending for imputed sin and guilt, for the 
one act of disobedience in the father of our race, 
they assert that every child of Adam has a nature so 
corrupt and depraved, that he will and does necessa* 
rily sin ; and thus deserves the displeasure of God 
for his own personal disobedience. The distinction 
guards against the strange doctrine of making men 
guilty and liable to eternal punishment for the sin of 
another ; and yet it supposes that every one possess- 
es a nature wholly and constantly disposed to evil, 
until changed by a power or influence entirely be- 
yond his control. The intellectual powers of Dr. 
Emmons were very strong ; and greatly strengthened 
by inquiry and study. His voluminous writings not 
only prove uncommon industry, but show a discrim- 
inating mind. His theological views may be correct, 
or erroneous ; and yet his religious principles and 
feelings were not so directed by speculative opinions 
as to be wholly governed by them. Happy is it to 
reflect, that this or that theological system, in its 
speculative and abstruse parts, is not essential to 
sincere piety or to religious afiections. The Chris- 
tian religion being designed for the poor and illiter- 
ate, as well as the learned, for the great body of 
mankind, who have not time to study nor ability to 
understand the abstruse points in theology ; it caur 
not be supposed that entirely just and correct appre- 
hensions of all religious doctrines should be received 
and professed. Certainly they cannot be under- 
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stood ; and the admission of an unintelligible propo- 
sition oan produce no good effect on the conduct of 
the heart. The works of Dr. Emmoms have been 
published, in several volumes, since his death. - 

ENDICOT, Hon. JOHN was the principal 
character in the company of one hundred persons, 
who settled at Salem, in 1628, under authority of 
the company in England, which that year received 
a patent and a charter for Massachusetts Bay. It 
was made a condition, however, that they should 
purchase, or have the consent of the Indians. The 
next year, about three hundred were added to them, 
with two worthy clergymen, Rev. Mr. Higginson, 
and Rev. Mr. Skelton. In 1630, came Governor 
Winthrop, Sir R. Saltonstall, Isaac Johnson, Thom- 
as Dudley, &e., bringing with them. Rev. Mr. Wil- 
son and Rev. Mr. Phillips ; the whole number being 
fifteen hundred, who settled at Charlestown, Boston, 
Cambridge and Watertown, — besides a company of 
upwards of one hundred who made their settlement 
at Dorchester ; they amounting in all these places in 
1630, to twenty-one hundred. Mr. Endicot was one 
of the original patentees ; the others who came to 
Massachusetts, were Saltonstall, John Humphrey, 
Isaac Johnson, and R. Bellinghajn ; most of the com- 
pany to which the patent was first granted, never 
came to America, but soon sold their right to others 
who were more enterprising. — Mr. Endicot had a 
good degree of resolution, decision, and firmness of 
character, which qualified him to found a Colony in 
a waste wilderness ; and yet if he had manifested 
more lenity and mildness on some occasions, it 
would not probably have injured the stability or 
prosperity of the infant Colony. ' His reputation 
was, deservedly, no doubt, that of honesty, and 
sincerity ; but he bad narrow views on religious 
subjects, and often acted the unamiable part of a 
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bigot and a persecutor. Iti the early days of New 
England, the civil rulers were religious men ; and 
they believed it their duty to regulate, and in some 
cases, to control in ecclesiastical affairs. They 
claimed, indeed, only a right to advise, and to pre- 
vent gross errors ; but they often interfered improp- • 
erly, with the plea of acting '* as nursing fathers of 
the Churches.'' Their motives were good ; but they 
erred in exercising political power in favor of one 
sect, and in persecuting all others. Mr. Endicot 
was one year chosen Governor, during the life of 
Mr. Winthrop, in 1644 ; and was also elected to the 
same office the year after the death of that distin- 
guished man, for 1649; again for 1651 — and also 
from 1658 to 1665, the year of his decease. — When 
he settled at Salem in 1628, he had not personally 
known Governor Bradford, nor any of the Plymouth 
Colony; but he soon formed * an acquaintance with 
him, with Dr. Fuller who was a deacon of the Ply- 
mouth Church, and with Standish the military chief 
of the plantation there, began in 1620. . A friendly 
intercourse was always maintained after this time, 
between the two Colonies, both in civil and religious 
concerns ; and was also cultivated afterwards, 
under Governor Winthrop and his successors, till by 
the second charter for Massachusetts, in 1691, Ply- 
mouth Colony was included in that province. Gov- 
ernor Endicot often commanded the military of the 
Colony, with the title of Major-General. The first 
who had military command of the citizens, was 
Deputy Governor Dudley. Edward Gibbons, R. 
Sedgwick and Humphrey Atherton, were also Majoy 
Generals in the early days of the Colony. Govern- 
or Endicot could not boast of so good an education 
as Winthrop, Bellingham, Bradstreet, or Nowell, 
He was better fitted for action, than for council, or 
for writing ; and yet his letters are written in a cor- 
rect style, and he had a good knowledge of man- 
kind. 
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EUSTIS, Hon. WILLIAM was a native of 
Boston, and received his public education in Har- 
vard College, where he was graduated in 1772. He 
made choice of the medical profession, and entered 
the American army in 1775, as Surgeon's mate; but 
soon after became chief sui^geon, and in that station 
remained till the close of the war. For several 
years he attended to the practice of physic in his 
native town. He was a good writer and a popular 
speaker. He had a seat in the General Court for 
four or five years, between 1788 and 1793; and 
generally took part in the debates, with much tact 
and fluency, though some of the members were 
more able and profound in argument. He was after- 
wards a member of Congress two years from Suflblk 
District. Then Secretary of War; Envoy to the 
Court of Holland ; and Governor of the State of 
Massachusetts, in 1824 and 1825. He died while 
in office, in 1825, at the age of seventy- three. Gov- 
ernor Eustis possessed good talents, but was not a 
very hard student. As a physician he was respect- 
able, and as a patriot, ardent and sincere. 
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PARLEY, MICHAEL Esq. was a citizen of Ips- 
wich, and had the reputation of an ardent and intel- 
ligent patriot in the critical period of 1770-1775. 
For several successive years he was returned a rep- 
resentative froni his native town, and ranked among 
the leading members of the General Court. In 1774, 
when chosen as one of the Council, Governor Gage, 
then recently come into the chair, gave his negative 
to the election. But this was no dishonor — for the 
negative of the Governor, at that ^me, extended to 
iBowdoin, Winthrop, Austin, J. Adams, W. Phillips, 
Jas. Prescott, Jedediah Foster, Norton, Quincy, Timo. 
Danielson, and Enoch Freeman. Mr. Farley attend- 
ed the convention in Essex, September 1774, as a 
member from Ipswich ; and was also elected a dele- 
gate to the Provincial Congress of Massachusetts, in 
October 1774, February and May 1775 ; and after- 
wards a member of the House of Representatives, 
July 1775. He was then chosen one of the Supreme 
Executive Council, which had the power of the for- 
mer Governor and his Council ; but which was now 
disowned. Mr. Farley was appointed Sheriff of the 
county of Essex, in 1780, and continued in that of- 
fice until near the close of his useful life. He was 
also several years Major-General of militia of the 
second division. He died in 1789, at the age of 
seventy. His memory is justly honored. 

16 
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FISHER, JABEZ Esq., of Wrentham, repre- 
sented that town in the Suffolk County Convention, 
in September 1774, which met to remonstrate 
against the threats and warlike measures of Gov- 
ernor Gage, as well as against the arbitrary and op- 
pressive policy of the British ministry. And when 
a Provincial Congress was held at Concord, in. Octo- 
ber 1774, he attended as a-delegate from Wrentham. 
He and Dr. Lemuel KoUock, were also members of 
the second Congress in Massachusetts, in February 
1775 ; and of the third, in May 1776. When a 
House of Representatives was called in July 1775, 
instead of a Congress, Mr. Fisher was returned as a 
member, and soon after was chosen one of the Su- 
preme JExecutive Council of the Province ; the 
authority of Governor Gage and the mandamus 
Council having been repudiated, before that time. 
With other patriots of the Revolution, who contend- 
ed so nobly, and at great hazard and cost, for civil 
hberty, and for political rights always enjoyed by 
the people of New England, his memory deserves to 
be revered by the present generation. The few 
learned and eloquent men of that critical period, 
gave an impulse in favor of the glorious cause, and 
furnished examples from history to animate the 
people to struggle for their rights as men and as 
members of society. But the contest had been 
hopeless without the resolute support, and efficient 
and united aid of the substantial yeomanry and' 
mechanics in the Pi'ovince. 

FISKE, Rev. JOHN came to Massachusetts in 
the yeaCt 1627, at the age of thirty-five or thirty-six; 
in the company with Rev. John Allin, who was 
sometime pastor of the Church at Dedham. He 
was esteemed as an able and faithful minister of the 
gospel ; and his labors were abundantly successful 
m the vineyard of his Lord. He first settled at 
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Wenham, in the County of Essex ; and after twelve 
years removed to Chelmsford, then a new settlement. 
He continued in that place till his death in 1677. 
One of his sons and a grandson were respectable 
clergymen in the Colony. The former was settled 
in Braintree, and the latter in Salem. Dr. Mather 
called his wife his concordance ; for she was so con- 
versant with the sacred volume, that she could 
always tell him where to find the passage or ^xt 
he wanted. Mr. Fiske was also a practising phy- 
sician ; which was not a very uncommon case at 
that period. His name is spelled Frisk in some 
early publications; an error of the press no doubt. 

FISKE, Rev. NATHAN D. D. received his 
education in Harvard College, and was graduated 
in 1754. He was ordained over a Congregational 
Church and Society in Brook field, in the year 1758 ; 
and continued in the ministry until his decease, in 
1799, in the sixty-seventh year of his age. He has 
been ranked among the most popular and. faithful 
ministers of his time. His great aim and efi!brt were 
to promote the spiritual welfare of his people. But 
he was always ready to engage in plans for the liter- 
ary and moral improvement of his fellow men, in 
other places besides his own parish. . He was no in- 
novator, nor had an unreasonable veneration for an- 
cient opinions and customs. His preaching was 
evangelical, but practical. He laid little stress on 
abstruse points in theology, ** knowing that they 
gender strife,'' but asserted and urged the plain doc- 
trines of the gospel, which are ** according to godli- 
ness," and tend directly and powerfully to spiritual 
edification. Though he had a small salary, he gave 
bis time more to reading and study than some of 
the country clergy. And he therefore excelled most 
of his brethren in general knowledge, as well as in 
^^ of tlieglqgy d.nd ecclesiastical history. Several 
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of his discourses and essays on moral subjects were 
published; and possess no small degree of merit, 
when compared with other publications of fifty and 
sixty years ago. By his literary, moral and religious 
labors, he contributed a good share, as an individual, 
to the common stock of information in the com- 
munity. 

FISKE, Hon. OLIVER M. D. a son of Rev. Dr. 

Nathan Fiske, received his first degree in Harvard 
College, in the year 1787. He chose the useful pro- 
fession of a physician ; and was many years a high- 
ly respectable member of the faculty in Worcester. 
He was a scientific physician, being well acquainted 
with natural philosophy, chemistry, and physiol- 
ogy, so far as contributed to a correct or successful 
practice. Dr. Fiske was also in public ofiice for sev- 
eral years, after he arrived at the meridian of life 
according to the usual age of man. He was one of 
the Supreme Executive Council of the Common- 
wealth in 1809, and again in 1812, and 1813. 

FOBES, Rev. PEREZ L L. D. was a native of 
Bridgewater, Plymouth County, and graduated at 
Harvard College with the class of 1762. He settled 
in the ministry in the town of Raynham, and County 
of Bristol ; where he continued a useful and faith- 
ful pastor till his death, in 1798, at the age of fifty- , 
seven. He had a taste for the physical sciences ; 
and having a small society, he bad leisure to turn 
his attention to the subject. His acquirements were 
so great, that he was chosen to deliver lectures on 
astronomy and natural philosophy in Brown Uni- 
versity, from which he received the degree of L L. D. 
He possessed an amiable disposition ; and was 
greatly esteemed and beloved by his people. 

FORBES, Rev. ELI D. D. received a degree in 
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HatV^d College, ifi 1751 ; and settled in the minis- 
try .in Brookfieid j but after some years removed to 
Gloucester, where he remained till his death, in 1804, 
at the age of seventy-seven. He ranked with the 
most popular preachers of his time. His discourses 
were well written, and dehvered in an impressive 
manner. Several of his occasional sermons were 
publi^ed; and a volume written by him for the 
use oT families. 

FOSTER, Hon. DWIGHT received his public 
education in Brown University, with the class of 
1774. Hechose the profession of law; and had an ex- 
tensive practice in Brookfield, where he lived, and in 
other parts of the county of Worcester. He was 
elected a Representative to the General Court from 
that town, at an early age ; and afterwards had a 
3eat in the national Legislature ; being first a mem- 
ber of the House, and then of the Senate of the Uni- 
ted States. He was also sometime a member of the 
Senate of Massachusetts : and a Justice of the Conn 
of Common Pleas in the county of Worcester. Judge 
Foster held other offices of public trust ; and always 
received the good opinion of his fellow citizens for 
the ability and faithfulness with which he conducted. 
H^ died at an age short of the term often allotted to 
man. 

FOSTER, Db. ISAAC was a native of Charles- 
town, and had his public education in Harvard Col- 
lege, with the class of 1758. He studied medicine, 
and settled in Charlestown, where he was several 
years engaged in the practice of '^ the healing art :" 
But be previously spent some time in England, to 
study his profession under able surgeons and physi- 
cians there. Charlestown could boast of a large 
aumber of whigs and^^atriots in the memorable peri-» 
9d ^ 1776 ; and Dr. Foster was among the mo^t in* 
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telligent and active. He was a delegate, with R. 
Devens, D. Cheever, send others, to the convention in 
the county of Middlesex, in August 1774 ; and of the 
first Provincial Congress of Massachusetts, in Octo- 
ber 1774. The object of these meetings, each ci 
which was composed of more than two hundred 
members, was to consult on measures, proper then 
for adoption, to preserve the ancient civil liberties of 
the people. The prospect was such as to interest 
and alarm the people generally ; and some were 
ready almost to despond. It was necessary to call 
on the more intelligent, and those of good judgment, 
and of experience in public . affairs, to act for the 
whole province — to devise measures of defence, when 
attacked by British troops, then in the country for 
the purpose of enforcing arbitrary and oppressive 
acts of Parliament; and for the preservation of polit- 
ical rights, consistent with a proper regard to con- 
stitutional law and social order. The opinion th^i 
was to act on the defensive, and to resort to arms 
only, after all attempts to maintain peace and union 
with England should fail. The Convention shall 
speak for itself — among other things it resolved : 
'^ That, as true and loyal subjects of our gracious 
sovereign, George the third, king of Great Britain, 
we by no means intend to withdraw our allegiance 
from him ; but while permitted the free exercise of our 
natural and charter rights, are resolved to expend 
life and' treasure in his service. — That when our an- 
cestors emigrated from Great Britain, charters and 
solemn stipulations expressed the conditions, and 
what particular rights they yielded ; what each par- 
ty had to do and perform ; and which each of the 
contracting parties were equally bound by : — That 
we know of no instance in which this province has 
transgressed the rules on their part, or any way for- 
feited their natural and charter rights to any power 
on earth — Tjiat the Parliament of Great Britain 
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have exercised a power contrary to the charter, by 
passing acts which hold up their absolute suprema- 
cy over the Colonies ; by an act blockading up the 
pott of Boston ; and by two late acts, one entitled an 
act for better regulating the government df the prov- 
ince of Massachusetts Bay ; the other entitled an act 
for the more impartial administration of justice in 
'said province ; and by enforcing all the iniquitous 
acts with a large armed force, to dragoon and enslave 
us. — That the late act of Parliament for regulating 
anew the government of the province, expressly ac- 
knowledges the authority of the charter : and the 
only reason suggested in the preamble is the inex- 
pediency of continuing our privileges — That the act 
providing for mandamus counsellors to be appointed 
by the crown is a violation of the charter ; and a 
fatal blow to an independent and just legislature — 
That no State can long exist free and happy, where 
the course of juistice is obstructed, and trials by jury 
destroyed or weakened — That the people have an 
absolute right of meeting together to consult on their 
grievances, and to petition, remonstrate, and use all 
legal measures for their removal — That the law 
which forbids such meetings destroys the scaffold of 
English freedom, and reduces us to an abject state 
of vassalage and slavery — That, in our opinion, these 
acts if they are quietly submitted to, will annihi- 
late the last vestiges of liberty in the province ; and 
therefore we mayr^be justified by God and the world, 
in never submitting to them." Dr. Foster was ap- 
pointed a surgeon early in 1775, and was some 
n(u>nths at the head of the military medical depart- 
ment, while General Ward commanded at Cam- 
bridge ; and befoTe the arrival of General Washing- 
ton. On the 20th of April, the day after the battle 
of Concord, by urgent request of General Ward and 
Dr. Warren, he attended the men who had been 
wounded, and gave up his other and common prac- 
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tice, which was veF7 targe. Oa the 18tfa of June, 
the day after Bunker hill battle, he was appointed 
by the Committee of Safety to attend the men 
wounded on that day. He was soon after appointed 
Surgeon of the State hospital then opened. On the 
defection of Dr. E. Church, in October, he was ap- 
pointed by Gen. Washington Director-General pra 
tern, of the American Hospital Department Con*- 
gress soon after appointed Dr. Morgan to that place ; 
but Dr. Foster was still the oldest surgeon in the hos- 
pital. Again, in 1777, General Washington appoint- 
ed him to take charge of the hospitals in the eastern 
department. Dr. Foster, retired from active public 
life in J780, near the close of the year ; being then 
in a feeble state ; but'did not resign his commission. 
He died in February following, at the age of forty- 
two, greatly lamented as an able physican and a sin* 
cere patriot. The public prints of the day refer to 
him in high terms of eulogy, for his devotion to the 
cause of his country. It was said that his health 
was greatly injured by bis incessent public services, 
' from April 1775, to the time he retired from the ar- 
my. And now, such alas, often is the lot of public 
fidelity, he is scarcely remembered. Several men of 
eminence in the medical profession, studied sometime 
with Dr. Foster — as Eustis, Welch, and Bartlett. 

POSTER Hon. JEDEDIAH was graduated in 
Harvard College, in the year 1744, and engaged in 
the practice of the law in the town of Brookfield, 
county of Worcester. He enjoyed^ in a high. degree, 
the esteem ^nd confidence of his fellow citizens. He 
had a seat in the convention as a delegate from Brook- 
field, for the county of Worcester, August 1774. The 
doings of this convention were highly important, in 
^disseminating correct political principles, in giving 
a true account of the British plans and measures, 
£did ia arousing the spirit of the people in thai part 
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of the country. ii.r. Foster was also a delegate to 
the several provincial Congresses in Massachusetts, 
which met in October 1774, February 1776, and in 
May 1775. The records of these assemblies show 
that he was an active member, and had great in* 
fluence. His name appears on most of the impor- 
tant committees raised by each Congress. In July 
1775, hie was elected one of the Executive Council 
by the House of Representatives ; as he had been in 
May 1774, when with several other distinguished 
whigs, he received the negative of Governor Gage. 
In 1775, he was sent to lake Champlain and vicinity, 
with James Sullivan and Walter Spooner, to learn 
the state and condition of that part of the country. 
In 1776, Mr. Foster was appointed one of the Judges 
of the Superior Court. He was also sometime Judge 
of Probate and a Justice of the Court of Common 
Pleas, for the county of Worcester. He died in 1779, 
at the age of fifty-six. 

FOSTER, Hon. THEODORE a son of Judge 
Poster, received his education in Brown University, 
with the class of 1770, which was the second class 
graduated in that seminary. Mr. Foster chose the 
legal profession ; and had an extensive practice in 
the State of Rhode Island. He was several years 
one of the overseers of that College, and ranked 
among its most active friends. He held various pub- 
lic offices in that State ; and at different times was a 
Senator in the Congress of the United States. His 
first term was from 1792 to 1798— and from 1804,' 
on the resignation of W. Bradford, as well as some- 
time as his colleague. The first senators from Rhode 
Island wa^ in 1792^ as the federal constitution was 
not adopted there till 1791. The character of Mr. 
Foster was highly respected by his ftllow citizens ; 
and he often received their suffrages for important 
stations, at dififerent periods of a long life. 
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FOXCROFT, Rev. THOMAS many yeats a 
pastor of the first ^Church ia Bpston, w^s born in 
Cambridge, and graduated in Harvard College in 
1714. He had the reputation of a diligent stndent 
and a good scholar, when he left the University. 
He'was ordained in 1717, as colleague to Rev. Mr. 
Wadsworth, who was afterwards the president of 
that institution; when Mr. Chauncy was settled in 
the same Church. Mr. Foxcroft and Mr. Chauncy, 
were long associated as pastor and teacher of this 
ancient society. It is not to be supposed that their 
sentiments or sermons were materially opposite; but 
their people were wont to say, ^' that Mr. Foxcroft 
insisted on faith, and Dr. Chauncy on good works." 
The parents of Mr. Foxcroft belonged to the Episco- 
pal Church, and were very desirous their son should 
take ordination of a bishop. He considered it 
proper to study the question fully for himself, 
whether Presbyterian ordination were not sufficient 
and valid, and also, whether there was a foundation 
in Scripture for the difierent ranks of clergymen, 
allowed and required by the English established 
Church. He often conversed with the Rev. and 
learned Nehemiah Walter of Roxbury, with whom 
he was acquainted, on the subject ; whose argu- 
ments had the efiect to satisfy Mr. Foxcroft, that the 
Congregational forms and government, were not in 
accordance with apostolic and primitive times. He 
was a very popular preacher, and a learned theolo- 
gian. He also had the character of a polite and ac- 
complished gentleman, superior to most others of the 
age. In the latter part of his life, he was subject to 
many infirmities, and was often unable to perform 
the usual services of the pulpit. And his long and 
feeble state of health, had an unhappy infiuence on 
his mind, causing a depression of spirits,<»and thus 
greatly diminishing his usefulness, as a minister and 
a public character. He died in 1769, at the age of 
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seventy-lwo y having been in the ministry fifty-one 
years. His publications consist of numerous ser«« 
mons on the death of eminent characters, and on 
other public occasions. 

FRANKLIN, BENJAMIN L L D. F R S. &c. 

&c. was born in Boston, 1706, in a house opposite 
the Old South church, near the head of Milk street 
His father was a tallow-chandler ; he moved to the 
comer of Union and Hanover Streets, where bis 
widow, after his decease, kept boarders. She wa» a 
daughter of P. Folger of Nantucket. Franklin's 
oldest brother James was a printer, and published 
a newspaper; and Benjamin attended to that art, 
under his brother. The paper was obnoxious for its 
free sentiments ; and Franklin went to Philadelphia. 
Where he entered the printing office of Andrew Brad- 
ford, who published a newspaper in that town, 1720. 
He wrote some pieces for that paper in 1722, then 
only sixteen years old ; one was a severe censure on 
the General Court of Massachusetts, for imposing a 
fine and threatening imprisonment of his brother 
James, for some remarks on their doings. "To 
punish first," said Franklin, "and then inquire, ac- 
cording to Lord Coke, the law abhors." James had 
been sentenced, without being called on to give aa 
answer. But Franklin did not long confine him- 
self to small things, nor to the laborious details of a 
printer's press. At an early age, he discovered a 
capacious and comprehensive mind, great ingenuity 
in mechanics and philosophy, and an uncommon 
thirst for general knowledge ; and he became one of 
the most remarkable men in America or Europe, be- 
fore he was fifty years of age. He was among the 
first negotiators of the age, for he possessed great 
knowledge of mankind ; and with much simplicity 
of character could detect the intrigues and hidden 
views Nand purposes of his opponents. He was long 
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in public office in the State of Pennsylvaiiia. About 
the year 1750, he made important discoveries in elec- 
tricity, and applied his knowledge of its nature and 
properties to useful purposes. The rods proposed 
by him to be put on buildings for protecting them, 
by leading the electric gas to the earth, and thus 
save them from harm, had a good eflect — In 1754, 
he was a delegate from Pennsylvania, with delegates 
from other southern provinces, which met in Con- 
gress at Albany, to adjust difficulties with the six 
nations of Indians residing within the province of 
New York. The French were then engaged in 
making attacks on the frontier settlements, and in- 
stigated the savage tribes to join them. In 1764 
he was appointed Deputy Post Master General, for 
America, by the British ministry ; from which he 
was removed in 1774; and in 1774, was agent for 
Massachusetts at the court of London. He was one 
of the Continental Congress at Philadelphia, in 1774, 
and a member of the committee chosen to report on 
the subject of Independence. Soon after the De- 
claration of Independence, Dr. Franklin was sent an 
envoy to the court of France. He remained in 
Europe several years, and proved to be an able diplo- 
matist. The treaty of peace m^de in 1783, between 
England, France, and the United States of America, 
received his signature, and he had his full share of 
influence in preparing it. After this great event he 
returned to the United States; and was one of the 
delegates in the general convention, by which the 
Federal Constitution was formed, in 1787. He died 
in 1790, at the age of eighty-four. 

FREEMAN, Hon. ENOCH was a citizen of Port- 
land, formerly Falmouth, in Maine ; and distin- 
guished for his opposition to the policy and measures 
of the British ministry, relative to the American 
colonies, in 1775. He was a native of Eastham, on 
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Gaipe Cod; and received his public/ education in 
Harvard College, trith the class of 1729. When a 
convention was held in the County of Cumberland, 
September 1774, he was a member, and chosen to 
preside. And was the delegate also to the first 
Provincial Congress, at Concord, in October 1774. 
The Cumberland Convention, in an address to the 
people, say, " We think it the duty of every good 
citizen, for his own isake, as well as that of future 
generations, to use his utmost care and endeavor to 
preserve the EngHsk Omstitution inviolate and un^ 
impaired : for we regard it not only as the foundation 
of all our civil rights and liberties, but as a system 
of government the best calculated to promote the 
people's peace and happiness : and we lament that 
in the present administration, there are men so lost to 
all the principles of equity and justice, as to attempt 
a violation of the rights which we have long enjoyed ; 
and which, while we profess ourselves, as we now 
do, the loyal subjects of George III, our rightful sove- 
reign, we have a right still to enjoy entire and un- 
molested. — But since the ministry have borne their 
tyranny to such a length as to endeavor to execute 
their wicked designs by military force, we fear it is 
their aim to introduce despotic monarchy. But though 
their tyranny and oppression seem now with hasty 
strides to threaten the colonies with ruin, we hope 
no vengeance will atfright, or wiles allure us to give 
up our dear-bought liberty, that choicest boon of 
Heaven, which our fathers came into these regions 
to enjoy ;- and which we will retain, while Hfe en- 
ables us to struggle for its blessings. In parliament 
we have nono to represent us, and the great distance 
of England, separated from us by a vast and hazard- 
otls ocean, rienders it impossible we ^ver can, in 
reason or equity. But we have by compact, un- 
broken by us, and by a charter which our fore- 
fathers procured, a parliament of our own, or rather a 

17 
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a leigislative general court, wherein we are equally 
represented, and to -the laws of which, in obedience 
to the laws of God, we ought only to be obedient." 
With Jedediah Preble, he was employed by that 
body in 1775, to superintend the execution of meas- 
ures for the defence^of the posts and people in Maine. 
He also acted as Colonel of a regiment of militia, at 
that period; but his feeble -health and advancing 
years, prevented his continuance in the public ser- 
vice. . His patriotism and his zeal in the support of 
civil liberty were always conspicuous. 

FREEMAN, Rev.' JAMES t). D. was of a fam- 
ily in the County of Barnstable ; and received his 
pyblic education in Harvard College, with the class 
of graduates in 1777. On leaving college, he studied 
theology, and was chosen minister of the religious 
Society in Boston, which worshipped in the Stone 
Chapel, sometimes called the King's Chapel. But 
he was not an Episcopalian, in the common accepta- 
tion of that term. He did not believe in the divine 
right of bishops, nor in an high order of ministers to 
be styled bishops, diflerent from any and all Christian 
teachers and pastors. Nor did he believe in the 
thirty -nine articles, required to be subscribed by the 
ministers of the English Episcopal .Church. Es- 
pecially did he object to. the trinitarian dogma, and 
to the reading of the Athenian or Nicene creed. 
He considered them the. system of fallible men, and 
not as taught or supported by the apostolical and in- 
spired writers. At his request, therefore, the liturgy 
which had been used in that church, was materially 
altered ; and whatever implied the above articles of 
faith were expunged. He wias ordained, or sepa^ 
rated to his sacred office by a few of the church 
chosen for the purpose. And a very great majority 
of the old members remained in the society ; but few 
left it from, dislike of the change made. In a few 
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years after the settlement of Dr. Freeman, the most of 
the congregational clergy of Boston united \v^ith him 
and his Church in acts of Christian communion and 
intercourse, and for the'last twenty years of his life, 
he was of the same ministerial association with 
them. §ome of the Church prayers and forms how- 
ever, were used by him in his public religious ser- 
vices while he was able to officiate at the Christian, 
altar. Dr. Freeman was a good classical and gen- 
eral scholar, well acquainted with history, and with 
the works of the most elegant and accomplished 
writers in the English language. He was not fond 
of giving his compositions to the public; but 
through the urgency of his friends he consented to 
the publication of some occasional discourses. And 
by their request, a volume of his sermpns was is- 
sued from the press during the latter part of his life. 
^They were well received, and passed through a 
second edition. Dr. Freeman was a fearless and in- 
dependent inquirer ; but not rash, nor fond of ino- 
vating, unless truth required it. He had a good porr 
tion of modesty ; and could hardly tolerate conceit, 
or dogmatism, or censoriousness in others. Dr. 
Freeman died in 1835, at the advanced age o£ 
eighty. He had lived in retirement for several 
years, on account of great bodily infirmity; but not 
forgotten, or neglected by his many friends. Dr. 
FreeBaan was one of the founders of the Massachu- 
setts Historical Society; and contributed several 
valuable articles which appear in its publications. 

FREEMAN, SAMUEL Esq. of Falmouth, was 
quite a young man when the war of the Revolution 
began, in 1775. But he studied the nature of the 
political controversy, then existing between the 
Colonies, and the parent government in England, 
and soon became decided and zealous on the part of 
the former. When a Convention was held in the 
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County of Cumberland, in September 1774, he vms 
a member from Falmouth, and chosen, secretary of 
the meeting. He was also elected a delegate to the 
second and third Provincial Congress of Massachu- 
setts, in 1775. Of the third Congress, holden at 
Watertown, in May 1776, Mr. Freeman was chosen 
secretary by a unanimous vote ; Colonel Benjamin 
Lincoln having declined a re-election. General 
Joseph Warren was elected president of the Con- 
vention, in the room of John Hancock, who was 
then attending the Continental Congress at Phila- 
delphia. When a House of Representatives met in 
July 1775, Mr. Freeman was appointed clerk. He 
had quick perceptions, and was prompt in preparing 
all papers necessary for one in the office he hel^. 
He continued faithful to the interests of the country ; 
and during a long life, he filled several important 
offices in his native town, and for the County of 
Cumberland. He was also an active and efficient 
friend of Bowdoin College; being several years a 
member of the Board of Trustees or overseers. As 
a member and an offix^er of the Church of Christ, he 
was very exemplary, and in his life and ccmversa^ 
tion, gave evidence that he had much of the spirit 
of his divine Masteh 

FRISBIE, Rev. LEVI was a member of the 
first class graduated in Dartmouth College, which 
wa» in the year 1771. He previously spent three 
years at Yale College, for which he was prepared 
by Dr. Wheelock, the founder of Dartmouth College, 
who had kept a high school in Lebanon, in Con- 
necticut. Mr. Frisbie reed ved ordination in 1775, 
and engaged in the Missionary service ; but the war 
which began that year, obstructed his services in 
that employment ; and in 1776, he was settled over 
the first Church and Society in thp ancient town of 
Ipswich, as successor to Rev. Nathaniel Rogers. H^ 
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died in 1806, aged fifty-seven. He was a serious, 
evangelical preacher ; and ever desirous of pro- 
moting the spiritual improvement of the people com- 
mitted to his ministerial charge. 

FRISBIE, LEVI a son of the Rev. Mr. Frisbie, 
before mentioned, received his first degree in Har-* 
vard College, in the year 1802 : and had a high 
reputation, at that early period of life, as a scholar, 
and a man of fine taste in composition. His style 
was very correct and chaste ; and at the same time 
rich with good moral sentiments. He did not 
sacrifice sense or truth to harmonious phrases or an 
ornamented style : And an elevated moral tone per- 
vaded all his writings. He was appointed a tutor 
in the University, in 1805 ; and held that ofiice , 
nearly six years ; when he was elected Professor of 
the Latin language ; and in 1817, Professor of nat- 
ural religion, moral philosophy, and civil polity; 
and continued in that station until his death, in 
1822. * His taste, his studies, and his attainments, 
fitted him in a peculiar manner for the department 
he was called to fill, and the instructions it became his 
duty to give. His comparatively early death was 
greatly lamented by his personal friends, and by all 
who professed to be the friends of religion and liters-* 
ture. 

17* 
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GALLISON, JOHN Esq, was a native of Mar- 
blehead, and had his public education in Harvard 
College with the class which was graduated in 1807. 
He engaged in the profession of law, and opened an 
office as a practising attorney in Boston. He bad a 
good share of business ; and was esteemed alike for 
his ability and integrity. It was evident that he 
acted from correct and honorable principles in^ all 
his professional engagements and duties. But he 
did not confine his views and efforts to the lucrative 
businessof an attorney. He felt his obligations to 
society ; and was desirous of aiding in the enlight- 
enment and moral welfare of the community. Sever- 
al benevolent and religious societies could boast o£ 
him as a useful and attentive member. His conduct 
is an example to be followed by young men engaged 
in the profession of the law or of medicine, or whose 
principal business is that of trade and commerce : 
fo^they may find some leisure for attention and ef- 
fort in promoting the great cause of knowledge and 
virtue, for the benefit of the unfortunate, the unedu- 
cated, and the degraded. Mr. Gallison died in 1820, 
at the age of thirty-two. " Many die as young ; but 
few as safe.^' And few have left so high a moral 
character. He early took part in favor of plans for 
the gradual termination of slavery in the United 
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States ; but was not an ultra-abolitionist. He was 
also an efficient member of the Peace Society ; and 
deliTcred a discourse before the association which did 
him great credit as a '^ ripe scholar," and a benevo- 
lent man, 

GARDNER, HENRY Esq, of Stowe, in the 
County of Middlesex, engaged in the support of civil 
liberty, at an early period of the dispute tirith Great 
Britain, which began in 1765, and continued till the 
war in 1775. He possessed an ardent spirit and a 
good degree* of information on public affairs ; and 
had great influence with the people in his vicinity. 
He was an alumnus of Harvard College, where he 
received his first degree in 1750. He had a seat in 
the Middlesex Convention,, holden in September 
1774, which met to consult for the common defence 
and welfare. — It consisted of one hundred and fifty 
delegates. At this convention, and at others held 
daring the same month in most of the counties, it 
was recommended to have a Provincial Congress; 
which was accordingly convened in Salem, October 
7, 1774, and the day after adjourned to Concord. 
The members assembled at Salem were ninety, and 
at Concord two hundred and eighty-eight. Mr. 
G^ardner was one of this Congress ; and of that in 
February 1775, and May 1775, which met at 
Water town. In December 1774, he was chosen 
Treasurer of the province, by the first Congress : 
and the several towns iti the province were advised 
an4 directed to pay their taxes to him, and not to 
Mr. Gray, then the treasurer^ but also adhered to the 
cause of the British ministry. Mr. Gardner was a 
sincere patriot, and rendered very important service 
til the province by his diligence and fidelity. He 
was afterwards a member of the Academy of Arts 
aad Sciences, and had the character of a learned 
mm. 
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GARDNER, Col. THOMAS of Cambridge, early 
engaged in the dispute with England,, on the sub- 
ject of colonial rights, and ranked among the most 
zealous sons of liberty, in 1774-1775. He was one 
of the Convention in Middlesex County, in August 
1774, which was held to consult on measures of 
public safety and defence, when the people were 
-deeply anxious in consequence of the arbitrary and 
oppressivef acts of the British government. He was 
also a meniber of the Provincial Congress of Massa- 
chusetts, in October 1774, and February 1775. And 
by that Congress appointed one of the Committee of 
Safety, chosen to act instead of a governor and coun- 
cil ; then the mere tools of the British ministry. He 
early raised a regiment of men, according to previous 
advice of the Congress, and in May 1775, had a 
commission as Colonel. He was engaged in the 
memorable battle of Bunker-Hill, June 17th, 1775. 
He was mortally wounded on that day, and died on 
the 18th. Hei was of the highest grade of officers, 
next to General Warren, who were of the ** noble 
army of martyrs," that sacrificed themselves on that 
mourful, but glorious day, and no one except War- 
ren, was more lamented and honored in his death. 
Lieutenant Colonel Parker, of Prescott's regiment, 
a citizen of Chelmsford, was also wounded on that 
(Jay, and taken prisoner : and died in Boston, a few 
days after. 

GAY, Rev. EBENEZER D. D. received a de- 
giee in Harvard, in 1714; and settled"as minister of 
the first Church and society in Hingham, in the 
year. 1718. Few have enjoyed so long, so useful 
and peaceful a ministry. He died in 1787, at the 
age of ninety -one, after beifig the pastor of that 
Christian society sixty-nine years His mental pow- 
ets continued to the xylose of a long life without be- 
ing very perceptibly impaired. He preached the 
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Lord's day before his decease ; which was without 
any serious warning to alarm his family and friends. 
Dr. Gay was one of the most liberal divines of his 
time. He avoided all usual controversial subjects 
in his preaching ; and yet the great and essential 
doctrines of the gospel were urged by him with zeal 
and fervor. In his writings also., there seldom ap- 
pears any disposition to dogmatise or to insist on 
speculative points^ in theology. He called no one 
master but Christ, and appealed only to his dis- 
courses and the writings of tbe inspired apostles, as 
authority on the subject of religion ; but he was in- 
clined rather to the Arminian than to the Calvinistic 
ereed. Many of his occasional sermons were pub- 
lished ; and are justly considered as equal to the 
^jnost rational and useful which issued from the press 
eighty or one hundred years ago. When he was 
eighty years of age, he preached a sermon called the 
'^ Old man's Calendar ; " which passed through 
three editions in this country, and two in London. 

GERRY, Hon. ELBRIDGE was a native of 
Marblehead. He received his education in Harvard 
College in the year 176S ; and after leaving the col- % 
lege engaged in commerce, in his native town. The 
poUtical disputes with England began in 1765, and 
Mr. Gerry, like many of the sons of Harvard, who 
were in early manhood, took a deep interest in that 
controversy. In September 1774, Mr. Gerry was a 
member from Marblehead of a convention in the 
county of Essex, at a time of great alarm and anxi- 
ety in consequence of the arbitrary and oppressive 
measures of the British ministry. And he was also 
chosen as a delegate to the Provincial Congress of 
Massachusetts, in October 1774, from the same town. 
He was again returned as a delegate to the two next 
Congresses in Massachusetts ; one in February 
1775, and one in May, of the same year. In 
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these assemblies of patriotic citizens, Mr. Gerry 
was among the most active and intelligent. He 
was frequently on important committees, and not 
seldom the chairman. In 1775, he was chosen one 
of the five delegates from Massachusetts to the con- 
tinental Congress, which met in Philadelphia, in the 
room of Mr. Bowdoin, whose infirm health induced 
y him to decline. He continued in the General Con- 

gress several successive years : and was also a mem- 
ber of the convention held in Philadelphia, in 1787, 
to prepare a new federal compact for the United 
States. He had objections to the form' of govern- 
ment proposed by that convention ; but he was 
chosen a member of the first Congress, and united 
with other patriotic citizens, who more fully ap- 
proved of the constitution, in giving efficiency to the 
government, in adopting measures for supporting the 
credit, and advancing the prosperity of the country. 
He continued in this high station several years, and 
ranked among the most active and intelligent mena- 
bers. He faithfully advocated the peculiar interests 
of the New England States, navigation and com- 
merce, while he always regarded the rights and wel- 
fare of the whole Union. He was appointed an En- 
voy to Prance in 1798 : where it was supposed, by 
some of the people, that he did not act with sufficient 
decision and firmness in resisting the intrigues of the 
French ; but his patriotism was wholly unimpeach- 
ed. In 1809 and 1810, Mr. Gerry was chosen Gov- 
ernor of Massachusetts. This was a time when par- 
ty feelings were highly exasperated ; and he yielded 
too much to the more violent men of the party by 
which he was elected. In 1813, he was chosen 
Vice President of the United States ; and died while 
in that station, 1815. 

GODDARD, Hon. CALVIN was a native of 
Shrewsbury, in Massachusetts, and received his pub- 
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lie education' in Dartmouth College, in the year 1786; 
He passed two years as a teacher of youth in the 
Academy at Plainfield, Connecticut ; and there en- 
gaged in the study of the law. He began to practice 
in his profession, 1792, in the County of Windham. 
In 1795, he represented the town of Plainfield, in the 
General Assembly of Connecticut ; and was re-elect- 
ed for five successive years followiiig^-the last of 
which he was speaker. He was afterwards Mem- 
ber of Congress for three terms, when he resigned his 
seat in the national Legislature, during that period, 
from 1800 to 1807, and the time might be extended, 
the State of Connecticut had able representatives in 
the government of the United States ; and Mr. God- 
dard was not the least distinguished for good sense 
and political knowledge, or ability to support the 
best interests of the country. On retiring from Con- 
gress, Mr. Goddard moved to Norwich, and was sev- 
eral years the Mayor of that city. Subsequently, in 
1812i--1814, he had a seat in the Senate, in Connecti- 
cut, and was a delegate to the Hartford Convention, 
in 1815. He also had a seat on the bench of the 
Supreme Court of that Statfe for five years, when he 
was superseded, on a political change of the govern- 
ment. This is one of the evils attending free gov- 
ernments, especially when ^party feelings are exas- 
perated, but it is an evil which must be endured for 
th« sake of liberty. Mr. Goddard died in March 1842, 
aged seV'enty-four. 

GOODHUE, Hon. BENJAMIN was born in Sa- 
lem, and graduated in Harvard College, in the year 
1766. - He early engaged in commercial pursuits ; 
and was many years an active and successful mer- 
chant in his native town. He was not wholly ab- 
sorbed in acquiring property ; but took a due interest 
in public and political affairs. In 1794, he was 
chosen a Representative in. Congress ; and proved 



30d DANIBL QOOKtS, 

an able supporter of the Washington administration, 
at that critical period, by his correct knowledge of 
the commercial interests of the United States, and 
his ability as a financier. In 1798, he was elected 
Senator in Congress by the Legislature of Massa- 
chusetts ; and in that station also, he rendered im- 
portant service to the country. In some of the 
members of Congress from the southern States, at 
that time, there was an unwillingness to legislate 
with a view to the interest df commerce, or an in- 
difierence to its extension or protection. The mem- 
bers from the eastern States deemed it good policy 
to foster and protect the interests of trade and navi- 
gation. And none were more attentive to the sub- 
ject than Mr. Goodhue ; none better understood the 
benefits of foreign commerce to the United. States, 
and none were more zealous and efficient in efforts 
to proaK>te or maintain it. During the period he 
was in the federal legislature, his devotion to the 
public interests was most assiduous, and the benefit 
of his services surpassed by very few. 

GOOKIN, DANIEL Esq. was several years one 
of the magistrates in Massachusetts, from 1650 to 
1680. He came into the Colony from Virginia, a 
few years after Massachusetts was first settled. He 
then had serious views on religion, and became at- 
tached to the cause of the Puritans. He took an 
active part in ecclesiastical as well as in civil affairs; 
and was soon much employed in the public service ; 
as a Representative, and one of the Board of Assists 
ants. He had the character of an upright magis- 
trate, and sincere Christian : and he also made great 
efforts for converting and civiUzing the native In- 
dians. He provided for their instruction, both young 
and old ; and often united with Mr. Eliot, Bourne, 
and others, in this benevolent purpose. In the dis- 
putes in his time, between Massachusetts and 
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Charles 11, when the rulets in the colony were 
Accused of exercising undue authority, and commis- 
sioners were sent from England to control or revoke 
the proceedings of the General Court, Mr. Gookin 
was one of those who refused to submit, and zeal- 
ously contended for all charter rights and privileges. 
Some of the citizens at that period, were disposed to 
submit to the arbitrary plans of king Charles and 
his court. But the majority refused ; and insisted 
on exercising such a degree of power as was neces- 
sary for the internal government qf the Colony. 

GORE, Hon. CHRISTOPHER L L. D. received 
his early education in Boston, the place of his birth, 
and was graduated in Harvard College in the year 
1776, at the age of eighteen. He had been well 
fitted for the College, having pursued his classical 
studies under John Lovell, master of the south 
Latin school in Boston. On leaving college, he 
soon engaged in the study of law with Hon. John 
Lowell, one of the most eminent barristers in Mas- 
sachusetts. Their mutual regards for each other 
were honorable to both. Judge Lowell had a 
nice sense of honor and justice ; and his pupil, 
through the instruction and example of his teacher, 
or from innate feelings of propriety, always conduct- 
ed unexceptionably as a lawyer and a public man. 
He held several highly important offices — as a Dis- 
trict Attorney of the United States, by appointment 
of Washington, in 1790 — as Comjnissioner in 1796, to 
settle the claims of American citizens on the British 
government for spoliations on the commerce of the 
country, in 1793, after the treaty made by Mr. Jay. 
Mr. Gore discharged the difficult and delicate duties 
of that embassy with entire fidelity and great ability. 
In 1804, he was Charge d^ Affaires to the British 
court. After his return to Massachusetts, he engaged 
in the practice of the law, and at the same time cul- 

18 
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tiviated and embellished his farm at Waltham, which 
was one of the best In the State. In 1806 and 1807| 
he held a seat in the Senate of the Commonwealth, 
asja member from the county of Suffolk : and in 
1809 was chosen Chief Magistrate. This was a 
time of strong party feelings, but his conduct was 
allowed to be impartial and honorable. At a later 
day; 1814, Mr. Gore was appointed a Senator in 
Congress, for Massachusetts, and continued in that 
high station three years. He had a seat in the 
national Senate, during part of the war of 1812- 
1815, and his political course was marked by firm- 
ness in advocating the rights of his State, and con- 
ciliation towards his opponents. Mr. Gore took ^.n 
active part in several literary, charitable and re- 
ligious societies, and presided over the Massachu- 
setts Historical Society. He was a member of the 
American Academy of Arts and Sciences, and of the 
corporation of Harvard College, and the Massachu- 
setts Evangelical Association. He died in March 
1629, at the age of sixty-eight. He left no children ; 
and after providing honorably for the support of Mrs. 
Gore, he made Harvard College his residuary lega- 
tee ; being about one hundred thousand dollars. 

GORH AM, Hon. NATHANIEL of Charlestown, 
became distinguished, in early life, for his opposition 
to the arbitrary measures of the parent government 
relating to the people in the American colonies ; and 
for his zealous exertions in support of civil liberty. 
He appears to have taken a correct and full view of 
the controversy ; and, though hoping at first that 
Britain would relax her high and unjust claims to 
rule the colonies according to her will in all res- 
pects, in their internal policy and the imposition of 
taxes, as well as in cases of foreign commerce, he 
could not fail to see, by the signs of the times in 
1770 and 1771, that the . maintenance of our rights 



would tequire a great struggle and inimense sacri- 
fices. Like many other patriots of that period, he 
was willing, no doubt, to sufTer much, to repeat pe- 
titions, and wait long for redress ; but resolved, if ne- 
cessary for the support of civil liberty and charter 
rights, to defend them at every hazard. In 1771, 
and for the three following years, he was returned a 
member of the General Court from Charlestown. — 
He was much respected by the members of the legis- 
lature : but, in some cases, acted with so much in- 
dependence of his party, that he gave temporary 
offence. ' His talents and integrity were too justly 
appreciated, however, to prevent his being again em- 
ployed in the public service at a time so critical, 
when all men of intelligence and patriotism were 
needed to direct and to lead. Mr. Gorham was 
chosen a delegate to the first and second Provincial 
Congress in Massachusetts, October 1774, and Febru- 
ary 1776. In 1779 he ,was a Representative to the 
General Court from Charlestown ; and a delegate to 
the Convention in Massachusetts for forming a new 
civil constitution for the Commonwealth. A few 
years later, he was one T)f the delegates to the Con- 
tinental Congress from Massachusetts ; and was elect- 
ed President of that very respectable assembly. He 
was also one of the four delegates from Massachusetts 
to the general convention in 1787, for forming a new 
federal constitution : and he had no inconsiderable 
influence in procuring its adoption afterwards, by a 
majority in the convention in Massachusetts. Mr. 
Gorham died in 1796 ; and public honors were paid 
to his memory, as to one held in high esteem alike 
for his public and private virtues. 

GREEN, SAMUEL was the first person in New 
England who had a printing press ; which was set 
up in 1639. The press was brought over by Mrs. 
Gloyer, widow of Ret. Joseph Glover, who had been 
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encouraged by Governor Winslow of Plymontb, to 
this undertaking. Mr. Glover died the year he was 
preparing to settle in America ; but his widow ena- 
igrated to New England, and transported the press. 
It was in the possession of a Mr. Day, a short tinie, 
but soon passed into the hands of Mr. Green. In 
1639-40, he published an almanac for New Eng- 
land, prepared by Captain Pierce, a skilful navi- 
gator ; the freeman's oath ; and a version of the 
psalms. of David. The name »of Samuel Green ap- 
pears as the printer of all of them. It was necessary 
at that time, to have a license from the civil author- 
ity for printing and publishing any book or pam- 
phlet. The censors of the press, about the middle of 
the 17th century, and afterwards, were Rev. Mr. 
Mitchell of Cambridge, and Major Gookin, a magis- 
trate of the colony. Eliot's Indian Bible was print- 
ed by Green, who lived to a great age. His son Bar- 
tholomew was a printer; and several of his posterity 
in more recent times. The first newspaper issued in 
Massachusetts, or in New England, was printed by 
Bartholomew Green, in 1704. 

GREENE, Gen. NATHANIEL an officer of high 
rank and character, in the war of the Revolution, was 
a native of Warwick, in Rhode Island. His father 
was the proprietor of large iron works in that town ; 
and the son labored in the business a portion of ~his 
time. He had only a common education ; but 
having a literary taste, he studied the Latin lan- 
guage, read good Eiiglish authors ; in which, it ap- 
pears, he acted of his own voluntary purpose and 
choice. He thus became distinguished among his 
contemporaries, in early manhood ; and when quite 
a young man, was chosen a member of the legislative 
assembly. This was only a few years before the 
war commenced. On the intelligeoce of the affair at 
C/oncord and' Le^ington^ in Massachusetts, April 19, 
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1775, he repaired to Cambridge, the place of ren- 
desvous of the militia of Massachusetts and other 
New England provinces, with three regiments from 
Rhode Island. The parents of Mr. Greene were of the 
Society of Friends ; but this did not prevent him in 
joining his fellow citizens in defence of civil liberty. 
A portion of that respectable sect of Christians were 
in favor of a defensive war, like that in which the 
people of the British colonies in America then en- 
gaged, for the support of their natural and charter 
rights. But the Quakers, generally, are opposed to 
war of every kind and for any purpose whatever. 
General Greene was an active officer in organizing 
the militia in 1775 ; and in 1776, he received a com- 
mission from the Continental Congress, no doubt 
by the recommendation of Washington, then com- 
mander-in-chief of the American army, as a Major- 
General. He always enjoyed the esteem and confi- 
dence of General Washington, not only as a brave 
officer, but as a man of comprehensive views and of 
excellent judgment. It has been reported, that 
Washington designated in his own mind, the com- 
mand of the army to Genferal Greene, if by any 
event there should be a vacancy. This could have 
been merely intimated, and that to his most confi- 
dential frtends. Major-General Benjamin Lincoln, 
of Massachusetts,'it was believed, stood next highest 
in the opinion t)f Washington, as a suitable character 
for that responsible station. General Greene was in 
the engagement at Trenton, December 1776, and at 
Princeton, January 1777, when great advantages oc- 
curred to the American arms^ under the skilful di- 
rection and personal command of Washington ; and 
at a time of great anxiety and gloom in the country : 
and afforded prompt and efficient support to the 
commander-in-chief. The attack on the British 
forces, at that time, when they were very numerous, 
and the American troops but few, waa by some 
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deemed rash and desperate. Bat it was necessary 
that a great effort should be made to annoy the ene- 
my, and to raise the drooping spirits of the country. 
In the battle of Germantown, October 1777, General 
Greene had command of the left wing of the. army. 
The following year he was appointed Quartermas- 
ter-General ; but still retained his former rank in the 
army ; and he was in that capacity in the battle of 
Monmouth, June 1778, when his prompt services con- 
tributed to the successes of that memorable day. In 
August of that year, he, with Lafayette, command- 
ed the troops on Rhode Island, collected to drive the 
British from Newport. — ^After the great disasters in 
South Carolina and Georgia, in the latter part of 
1779, and beginning of 1780, General Greene was ap- 
pointed to the military command in that part of 
the country : and though ^ long possession by the 
British troops had exhausted its resources, and 
subdued the people in various parts, he soon revived 
their spirits and hopes, by his promptness and ener- 
gy, and gave a new face to affairs in that territory. 
The enemy, before deemed altogether powerful, were 
effectually checked in many places ; and the Amer- 
ican troops, now well organized, presented a formi- 
dable obstacle to their advances. The efforts of Gen- 
eral Greene, at this period, though not sufficient to 
conquer the British troops, or to rescue the country 
from their occupancy, prepared the way for their more . 
effectual discomfiture afterwards, and for their cap- 
ture, under Lord Cornwallis, the following year. 
Soon after the close of the war, General Greene 
settled in the State of Georgia : but survived only 
one or two years ; his health having become much 
enfeebled by his great exposure and sufferings in the 
camp. In one of his letters, he says, '^ I was seven 
mouths in the field, without taking off my clothes for 
a single night/^ He died in 1786, at the age of for- 
ty-si:^. His services in the war ^of the Revolutioni 
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like those of Washington, it is difficult fnlly to ap« 
predate. 

GREENLEAF, Hon. BENJAMIN was born in 
Newburyport, and graduated at Harvard College, 
in the year 1751. At an early period of the Revo* 
lutionary contest, he became decided and active in 
support of civil liberty, and the rights of the Colo- 
nies. The British administration asserted a power 
over the Colonies, which had never been before ex- 
ercised, and its policy was arbitrary in the extreme ; 
claiming a right to bind the people here, in all cases 
whatever. Such claims had never been admitted in 
the Colonies. Though always a truly loyal people, 
they contended for civil rights and civil power, fully 
equal to those enjoyed in England — to make all laws 
for their internal affairs ; especially to impose and 
collect all taxes, and to appropriate them by their 
own Representatives. The opposition and remon- 
strances to this assumption of power by the British 
Parliament, were very general ; only a few officers 
of the parent government approved or acquiesced. — 
Mr. Greenleaf was a Representative to the General 
Court, from Newburyport, several years before the 
war began, where his name appears associated with 
those of Bowdoin, Adams, and Hawley, who pre- 
pared some important State papers, in 1770 and 1771. 
In October 1774, Mr. Greenleaf was chosen to act as 
one of the Executive Council, as the counsellors 
appointed by the crown were not recognised by the 
Provincial Congress. Richard Derby, Jr. E^q. of 
Salem, was also elected to the council, from Essex 
County at the same time. In 1774 and 1776, these 
gentlemen, with Colonel Azor Orne and Dr. Samuel 
Holten, were members of the Committee of Safety 
for the Province. This was an efficient body at 
that alarming period, in proposing measures for the 
public defence and welfare. Hon. John Hancock 
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was the first chairman of that committee, and Gen- 
eral Joseph Warren, who fell in the Battle of 
Bunker Hill, was the second. Mr. Greenleaf was 
again chosen a member" of the Supreme Executive 
Council, in 1775 and 1776, and was afterwards ap- 
pointed a judge of the Court of Common Pleas for 
Essex County. He remained a justice of that court 
several years ; and died at an advanced age. 

Jonathan Greenleaf, was also a xlecided and 
active patriot , and was often called to the public 
service, at this critical period ; being a delegate to 
the Essex Convention, September 1774, and to the 
Provincial Congresses of Massachusetts, October 
1774, and April and May 1775. Colonel Greenleaf 
continued in public life several years after the war 
began, and had a large share of influence with his 
colleagues. He was one of the most courteous and 
accomplished men of his day. 

GRIDLEY, JEREMIAH Esq. was an eminent 
attorney and barrister in Boston, many years. He 
received his public education in Harvard College, 
and was graduated with the class of 1725". For a 
short time J about 1731, he edited a newspaper in 
Boston, called the Rehearsal. It contained essays 
on various subjects, as well as paragraphs of late 
intelligence ; and was conducted with ability. Mr. 
Gridley held the office of Attorney-General for the 
Province of Massachusetts, a short time, in 1767,- 
and died the same 3rear. Several distinguished law- 
yers of the province studied with Mr. Gridley. He 
was also a Colonel of the first regiment of militia in 
the county of Suffolk, when it was considered im- 
portant to have men of talents in that station. Mr. 
Gridley was a teacher of youth for about two years 
after he left college. He was a very good classical 
scholar, and a man of extensive learning. As an 
attorney he was opposed to Ot»3 and other eminent 



R. aKIDtfi7 — ft. 6RISW0LD. 213 

^ lawyers ; but always sustaiaed his cause with greiE|t 
power. He' died in 1767, in full faith of the truth of 
the Christian religion, and in hope of a glorious im- 
mortality. 

GRIDLEY, Col. RICHARD was an eminent 
engineer, and commanded the first regiment of artil- 
lery in Massachusetts, when the war of the Rev- 
olution began ; indeed, it was the only artillery 
regiment in the province in the early part of the 
year 1775 ; and it was with no httle difficulty 
cannon could be procured for even one regiment. — 
Colonel Gridley had the appointment of chief engi- 
neer in April 1775, from the Provincial Congress, 
and was requested to select proper persons for offi- 
cers in the regiment which he was to command. — 
William Burbeok was soon after commissioned as 
Lieutenant Colonel, David Mason as first Major, and 
Scarborough Gridley as second Major. Scarborough 
Gridley was a son of Richard. 

GRISWOLD, Hon. ROGER was a native of Con- 
necticut, and received his public education in Yale 
College with the class of 1780. In 1811, when he 
was Governor of that Commonwealth, he received 
the honorary degree of L L D. from Harvard Uni- 
versity. Mr Griswold was a lawyer by profession, 
but early entered the unprofitable field of politics : 
and so highly were his abilities estimated by the 
people of his State, that he was called to some pub- 
lic station, during the greater part of his life. A 
true patriot who is not very ambitious of political 
distinction, will feel obliged to obey the call of his 
fellow citizens, except in cases where the conditions 
of his family and his private concerns make it im- 
proper for him to neglect them, by giving his whole 
time to the public. Mr. Griswold was several years 
a member of the national legislature ; first in the 
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House of Representatives, and then in the Senate: 
and for good judgment, political wisdom and power- 
ful argument, he had few equals in either branch of 
the federal government. LFriah Tracy and J. A. 
Hillhouse were Senators of the United States, from 
Connecticut, a part of the time with Mr. Griswold. 
And they also were statesmen of great ability and 
influence. They were all of the Washington school 
of politicians. He was Governor of Connecticut two 
years ; and died in 1812, while in that office. 

GRISWOLD, Hon. MATTHEW was Lieutenant 
Governor of Connecticut several years, while Trum- 
bull was Governor in Chief; and afterwards, was 
chief magistrate in 1784, and 1785 ; having suc- 
ceeded Governor Trumbull. Governor Griswold 
was president of the convention in Connecticut, in 
January 1788, which was held to consider and decide 
on the adoption of the Constitution of ihe United 
States, formed by the national convention at Phila- 
delphia, in 1787. Connecticut was the fifth State 
by which theiederal constitution was accepted. It 
was adopted by Massachusetts soon after, February 
1788. Governor Griswold had a high character for 
political integrity; and his patriotism and his love 
of civil liberty were fully evinced by his public 
services from 1770 to the close of the Revolutionary 
war. He was an able supporter of the wise meas- 
ures of Governor Trumbull during that eventful 
period. And Connecticut was always found true to 
herself, and to the great cause in which all the colo- 
,nies were then engaged. For several generations, 
individuals of the Griswold family have held high 
stations in the Commonwealth of Connecticut ; and 
shared largely in the esteem and confidence of their 
fellow citizens. 
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HANCOCK, Hon. JOHN L L. D. was a native 
of Braintree, now Quincy, where his father was an 
ordained CongregationaF minister ; and received his 
public education in Harvard College. He was grad- 
uated in the year 1754, at the early age of sixteen. 
His uncle, Thomas Hancock, a rich merchant of 
Boston, took him into his counting room, on his 
leaving college, where he had a rare opportunity of 
acquiring a knowledge of mercantile business and 
pursuits ; as great as might have been attained with 
any merchant in the country. The uncle died while 
Mr. Hancock was a young man, and bequeathed 
him a great portion of his large estate ; for he had 
no children. Mr. Hancock was uncommonly rich 
for that period, both in navigation and real estate. 
He had a fine person and courteous manners ; and 
was one of the most popular men of his day, at the 
age of twenty-five, thirty, and thirty-five. The 
British officers and agents courted him ; for he had 
great influence. Office was tendered him, but he 
refused it. And when his decision was fully appar- 
ent in favor of civil liberty and the rights of the col- 
ony, the agents of the royal cause became inveterate 
against him, and pursued him with more malice and 
revenge than they did most other whigs. When par- 
don was offered, in April 1775, by General Gage, to 
all who would submit to British authority, and re* 
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turn to their allegiance to the parent government in 
England, John Hancock and Samuel Adams were 
excepted from the general amnesty. Before the 
war began, Mr. Hancock was chosen a Represent- 
ative from Boston for several years ; and was also 
elected a Counsellor, but received the negative of the 
(jiovernor. On one occasion he was chosen Speaker 
of the House ; but in that case also the Governor in- 
terposed his negative to the election of the Representa- 
tives. — When a Provincial Congress was convened 
at Salem, in October 1774, whence it immediately 
adjourned and met at Concord, Mr. Hancock was 
one of the six delegates from Boston, and was chosen 
the President. He was a member and President of 
the second Provincial Congress of Massachusetts 
which met at Cambridge, in February 1775. Be- 
fore the third Provincial Congress convened. May 
1775, Mr. Hancock was appointed a Delegate from 
Massachusetts to the second Continental Congress 
then assembled in Philadelphia. On his return how- 
ever, from that Congress, in the summer of 1775, for 
some time he had a seat in the Provincial Con- 
gress ; and was also a member, and the president of 
the committee of safety, chosen in Massachusetts, in 
November 1774, and again in May 1775. 

On the death of Mr. Randolph of Virginia in 1776, 
Mr. Hancock was elected President of the Continen- 
tal Congress; and held that place, when the solemn 
Declaration of Independence was made by that 
august assembly, on the fourlh of July 1776. His 
name is first on that precious list of patriots, wise 
and virtuous, who asserted the politcal rights and 
liberties of three millions of freemen, spread over 
thirteen States or Provinces, in opposition to the 
power of Great Britain, and at the risk of her high 
resentment and tyrannical vengeance. The, danger 
was great ; the prospect was obscured by alarming 
apprehensions ; but the course appeared necessary ; 
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the duty of defending and preserving the civil bless- 
ings so long enjoyed, for posterity, was believed to be 
imperative. The only alternative was independence 
or submission to all the acts, however arbitrary and 
oppressive, of a foreign government, in which the 
people in the colonies were not represented. No in- . 
dividual in the United States made greater sacrifices 
than Mr. Hancock in support of the cause of the 
rights of the colonists, in 1775 : very few indeed, 
made as great. He put at hazard his immense es- 
tate's. — His property in Boston was very great ; but 
he readily exposed it to loss for the public good ; re- 
questing Washington, in the winter of 1775-76, not 
to withhold his hand from the destruction of real es- 
tate in Boston, if he could thereby^drive the British 
army from the province. In 1780, Mr. Han- 
cock was chosen governor of Massachusetts, on the 
adoption of the State Constitution at that time. He 
was also annually elected chief magistrate until his 
death in 1793, except for two years, when Mr. Bow- 
doin was chosen; being the years 1785 and 1786. 
Mr. Hancock left no children ; he had one son who 
died at the age of fourteen. He had the character of 
a generous man, being kind to the poor, especially to 
the clergy, who in his time suffered much by the de- 
preciation of paper money. — But he was charged 
with undue negligence in paying small debts which 
he owed to the mechanics. Not-that he was reputed 
dishonest or unjust ; but careless of attending prompt- 
ly to the demands of small credifors. Public duties 
and services might sometimes, perhaps, be pleaded as 
an excuse for such inattention. But a public man, or 
one eminent for his public services, may not justly 
neglect his more private duties and obligations. 

HARRIS, Rev. TH ADDEUS M. D. D. was born 
in Cbarlestown, near Boston, and received his educa- 
tion in Harvard College ; where he had a degree in the 
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year 1787. When Charlestown was burnt by the 
British troops, on the 17th of June, 1776, the parents 
and family of Mr. Harris fled from the town, wholly 
destitute even of comfortable clothing, excepting what 
they usually wore. They had not time to take any- 
thing with theni. Young Harris was then between 
eight and nine years of age. The family suflfered 
much, and he with them. He had always a taste for 
reading and study ; and when he could find oppor- 
tunity he was devoted to books. He was desirous of a 
literary education, and his parents resolved, if it were 
possible, to give him one, but they had little hope of 
accomplishing their purposes. He, however, was 
studious ; and trusting to Providence, they favored 
his wishes ; and when he was fifteen, they entered 
him a student of the college, and found friends to 
assist in his education there. Thomas Russell, 
then an eminent merchant of Boston, but a native 
of Charlestown, generously contributed funds for 
the purpose : for he had witnessed or heard of the 
studious habits and moral worth of Mr. Harris. 
Soon after leaving college, where he made very 
commendable proficiency in learning, Mr. Harris 
made choice of theology, as a professional study ; 
and after three years began to preach occasionally. 
In the meantime he was elected librarian of the col- 
lege ; and being young and not desirous of an imme- 
diate settlement in the ministry, he continued several 
years in that station. And here he had an oppor- 
tunity, which he carefully improved, of obtaining a 
correct knowledge of most works in theology and 
ecclesiastical history, as well as on subjects of gen- 
eral literature. He was early chosen a member of 
the Historical Society ; and assisted Dr. Belknap, 
the founder of that society, in collecting and classi- 
fying the volumes and pamphlets which composed 
its library, for the first three or four years. In 1798, 
Dr. Harris was ordained over the Congregational 
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Church and Society in Dorchester. He continued the 
pastor of that church until the feeble state of his 
health, in lS39, obliged him to relinquish the com- 
mon labors of the pulpit, and ask for a dismission. 
With reluctance on the part of the people, this was 
granted ; but they continued to cherish strong feel- 
ings of regard and friendship for him, while he lived : 
And at their request several times preached to them 
in public. Dr. Harris died the third of April 1842, 
after a short illness, but he had enjoyed little health 
for several years. He was a good scholar, and a la- 
borious student. He published several sermons, all 
which discover good taste and judgment, and a de- 
sire to be useful, and to spread important, informa- 
tion in the community. His '^ natural history of the 
bible" is an ingenious work, and has passed 
through several editions, both in England and 
America. He published a volume of travels in the 
Western States, several years before his death, which 
was entertaining and descriptive of the then newly 
settled regions of the " far west." His life of Gen- 
eral Oglethorpe, published about a year before his 
death, discovers great research, and is honorable to 
his taste and ability as a literary man. 

HATHORNE, WILLIAM Esq. was a citi?;en of 
Salem during the half part of his life. He removed 
to this ancient town from Dorchester in 1636. He 
was then a man of distinction ; for it was considered 
a public benefit by the people of Salem that he should 
become an inhabitant of the town. They noticed 
and rewarded him, giving- him, successively for 
several years, the most important offices they could 
bestow. He was a leading man in the church, when 
Rev. John Higginson, son of their first minister, Mr. 
Francis Higginson, was installed as pastor of the 
church in 1660. *^ Brother Major William Hathorne, 
with the deacons, imposed hands, in presence of the 
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neighboring churches and elders f and Rev. Mr. Nor- 
ton of Boston, gave the fellowship of the . churches." 
Major Hathome held civil office in the colony on vari- 
ous occasions. In 1645, with Lieutenant Governor 
Dudley and Major Daniel Denison, he was an agent 
from Massachusetts, to treat with D'Aulney, a 
Frenchman at St. Croix, acting under the authority 
of the King of France, and claiming territory in 
L' Acadie or Nova Scotia, within the bounds of New 
England. In 1651, he was an agent with Mr. Brad- 
street and Major Denison, to treat with persons on 
the east side of Piscataqua, in Maine, who bad re- 
quested to come under the government of Massa- 
chusetts. Major Hathorne was a deputy from Salem 
to the General Court for several years ; the first 
Speaker, and held that station until 1662. He was 
also one of the board of assistants, and commanded 
a regiment of the militia in Salem and vicinity. Mr. 
Hathorne ranked with the most zealous friends of 
liberty and charter rights of his time. In 1664, 
Charles II, sent over Commissioners to sit as a court 
of appeals in Massachusetts, who were to control or 
annul, as they might choose, the d^isions of the reg- 
ular judicial courts, and the laws of the Creneral 
Court of the Colony. Some good but timid men 
were willing to submit — But the majority opposed 
and refused submission to their authority. Hath- 
orne was one of the ** brave spirits." Some of the 
others were Governor Bellingham, Thomas Danfortb| 
Simon Bradstreet, Daniel Gookin, Major Leveretl^ 
Major Willard, and Major Lusher, who when they 
took the oath of allegiance to the king, as required, de- 
clared, that it was to be understood as not infringing 
the liberties of the charter. For his firm opposition 
to the ambitrary conduct of King Charles II, and his 
courtiers, he fell under the special resentment of that 
Prince. In 1666, Charles ordered Massacbusetta ta 
send over to England five of their principal citisEeoB 
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to answer for their refusiifg to Submit to the authori-^ 
ty of the comrnissioners ; of which Mr. BeUingham 
and Mr. Hathorne should be two. On the great 
question, moved at that and other periods, of the na- 
ture and extent of the royal prerogative^ he contend- 
ed that prerogative was not against law nor above 
law, but limited and defined by it ; the law declare 
ing in what cases prerogative is to take place. Mr, 
Hathorne died in 1681,. probably not far from eighty 
years of age. 

HAVEN, NATHANIEL APPLETON was born 
in Portsmouth, State of New Hampshire, and of a 
very respec^table family in that ancient town. He 
received his public education in Harvard College, 
where hef took his first degree in 1807. After a year 
passed in Exeter Academy as an instructor, he en- 
gaged in the profession of law ; and had the reputa- 
tion of an honorable and able lawyer, with all who 
had intercourse with him. But it would not be 
doing full justice to the character of Mr. Haven to 
say, that he was just and honest, or passed with 
men of the world as a moral man, in the common 
acceptation of the phrase. He was not only free 
from gross and dishonorable vices; he cherished 
truly benevolent feelings, and was desirous of aiding, 
by all proper means, in improving the condition of 
his fellow men. He was a religious man ; and his 
faith and principles as a Christian, led him to be ac- 
tive and forward in the good work of human im- 
provement. He evidently considered it a duty to 
consult and labor, for promoting the moral and 
spiritual welfare of" others. He, therefore, joined 
several societies instituted for sustaining and ad« 
vancing the cause of true religion and human hap« 
piness. On all oceasions, his influence was cheer^ 
fully given to accomplish these high purposes and 
<rt>jectsi He was an efllcient and successful teacher 
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in Sunday schools, which hare contributed so much, 
in the present age, to the literary and moral benefit 
of the rising ' generation. In these labors of piety 
and benevolence, he was often a coadjutor with Rer. 
Dr. Nathan Parker, a kindred spirit, and an angel oi 
mercy and of love to many an ignorant, heavy laden 
sinner. Mr. Haven published several orations de- 
livered on public occasions; and essays in the 
periodicals of his time on various subjects, chiefly 
political. He^ may justly be considered a literary 
character, and an enlightened philanthropist. The 
memory of such men ts Haven and Gallison, 
should be held precious by their survivors. Mr. 
Haven died in 1827, at the age of thirty-six. 

HAWLEY, Hon. JOSEPH may justly be placed 
in the first class of patriots, who zealously and ably 
remonstrated against British aggression in the 
memorable period of 1770-1775. He received his 
education in Yale College, and was graduated in 
the year 1742. The profession of law was his 
choice, and he practised in the County of Handp- 
shire, many years, with distinguished reputation. 
Like James Otis, he was ardent, and sometimes pre- 
cipitate ; but he did not act or decide without a good 
degree of examination and inquiry. He easily per- 
ceived the right course, and was not slow to pursue 
it. He might be said to be bold, rather than rash : 
and independent rather than dessperate. He waA 
one of the first who openly declared, that " we 
should be obliged to defend our rights by force, if we 
would maintain them ; and that if we would pre- 
serve our liberty we must fight for it." He was in 
the General Court several years before the Revolu- 
tionary war began : and a member of all the import- 
ant committees appointed in that alarming period. 
These committees were very generally composed of 
James Otis, Jr., Samuel Adams, Joseph Hawley, and 
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two or three others, — as Samuel Dexter, James 
Bowdoin, John Hancock, John Adams. He was 
often chairman of the committee, and sometimes 
prepared the resolves offered : though James Otis 
and Samuel Adams were more frequently the writers 
of the resolutions reported and adopted. — Mr. Haw- 
ley was one of the committee in 1770, to correspond 
with other Provinces. He was chairman of the 
committee of the Provincial Congress, in October 
1774, to consider the state of the country, &c., 
which was a very important one ; for the measures 
to be adopted, would be such as^ they should pro- 
pose. To the other two Provincial Congresses, in 
February 1775, and May 1775, he was also returned 
a delegate ; and had the character of one of the 
most useful members. He early perceived the im- 
portance of taking possession of the old British forts 
on lake Champlain ; and advised to send men to 
seize the cannon deposited there. He continued -in 
the General Court, several years after 1775 ; and 
until his infirm health rendered it proper for him to 
retire from public life. In the time of the insurrec- 
tion, in 1786, however, he raised his patriotic voice 
in favor of government and law, and decidedly op- 
posed the mad schemes of the disorganizers who at- 
tempted to prevent the regular course of justice and 
of constitutional authority. In his old age, he dis- 
covered a very religious and devout spirit; and died 
in strong faith of the Christian revelation. 

HAYNES, Hon. JOHN came to Massachusetts in 
1633, three years after the large company which 
came with Winthrop. He was one of the best edu- 
cated men who early settled in New England. The 
year after he arrived, he was elected one of the 
Board of Assistants, which ^t that time exercised 
most of the authority, legislative, judicial, and ex- 
ezcative, in the Colony. For the three first years, a 
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House of Deputies was not known. The charter pro** 
vided that the whole body of freemen, or membets 
of the company, should meet and choose the Qov* 
ernor, Lieutenant Governor and Assistants ; and 
they did little more. But in 1634, two Deputies 
were chosen in each town or. plantation, then consist'- 
ing of six ; and they met, not only to assess and ap-« 
portion a tax, but also to act with the Governor and 
Assistants in making the laws. In 1635, Mr. Haynes 
was chosen Governor— a proof of his eminence and 
worth. In 1636 he removed out of the jurisdiction 
of Massachusetts Bay, and settled at Hartford, with 
others belonging to the church of Rev. Messrs. Hook- 
er and Stone. He there had the election of the peo- 
ple for Governor, the greater portion of the time, till 
his death, in 1654. He belonged to the puritanical 
school, and was a very pious character : but seems to 
have been more disposed to tolerate men of different 
opinions, than many of the rulers of that period. He 
acquiesced in some measure in the views of Roger 
Williams, and was willing he should enjoy his opin- 
ions without any legal restraint. In conversation with 
that eccentric man, he said, '^ he thought God might 
design this new world for all sorts of consciences.'' 
Pew were so learned in the laws of England as Gov- 
ernor Haynes ; probably none equal to him in this 
respect, but Winthrop and Bellingham. 

HAYWARD, LEMUEL M. D. was a native of 
Brain tree, now Quincy, and received his public 
education in Harvard College, with the class of IT^IL 
Dr. Hayward settled in Boston, and there com- 
menced his professional career. But the important 
dispute with England, which soon after occurred, 
absorbed all other concerns ; and he, with other sons 
of Harvard College, engaged warmly in the contro- 
versy. The number of those who were engaged in 
the cabinet or the field, on the side of civil liberty, in 
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1776, who bad been educated in tbat seminary was 
not less than one hundred and forty. Dr. Hay ward 
was sometime a surgeon in the military department 
of the country. And when peace was restored in 
1783, he resumed his practice as a physit^ian in Bos- 
ton, which was extensive, and attended to by him 
with great fidelity, and with no ordinary suc- 
cess ; especially in reference to the small pox, which 
often prevailed in the time of his professional prac- 
tice. Dr. Hayward was an original member of 
the Massachusetts Medical Society ; and sometime 
one of the executive-council of the association. As a 
citizen and a friend, he shared largely in the respect 
and esteem of his contemporaries. He survived to 
the age of seventy-two years, and died in 1821. 

HEATH, Hon. WILLIAM a respectabte farmer, 
and citizen of Roxbury, engaged with great zeal in 
the contest for civil liberty sometime before the war 
began. He was an active member of the General 
Court from 1771 to 1774 ; and was one of the com-> 
mittee for corresponding with the other colonial as- 
semblies, at that very critical period. Mr. Heath 
was a del^ate to the Provincial Congress of Massa- 
chusetts, in October 1774, and in February 1776.— 
He early discovered traits of character, which qual- 
ified him for military command. In October 1774, 
it was proposed by the Provincial Congress of Mas- 
sachusetts, that twenty-five regiments be organized. 
Colpnel Heath raised and had command of a regi- 
m^it in the course of a few months from that time ; 
and nearly the whole number was raised before May 
1775 : The affair at Lexington and Concord, 19th 
April, hastened the completion of the regiments. — 
In that month twenty-twp regiments were full, and 
three others which were partly formed. In Decem- 
ber, I. Thomas and Heath were appointed Brigadier- 
generals : ill June 1776, they, were appointed to the 
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same office, under General Washington, by the Con- 
tinental Congress — Ward and Putnam were appoint- 
ed Major-Generals at the same time. Heath was 
also chosen Major-General by the Provincial Con- 
gress of Massachusetts, on the 20th June, in the room 
of Major-General Joseph Warren, slain on Bunker 
Hill, on the 17th ; and a few days' before Washing- 
ton took the chief command of the troops at Cam- 
bridge, on the third of July. The next year Heath 
received a commission as Major-General in the Con- 
tinental army, and continued in the military service 
of the country till the close of the war, in 1783. — 
Gen. Heath was in the field, April 19, 1775; and 
rendered great service in pursuing the British troops in 
their retreat from Concord to Boston. After the war, 
Gen. Heath returned to his farm ; and, as did most 
of the officers of the Revolutionary army, attend- 
ed to agricultural pursuits ; while others engaged in 
occupations proper for gaining subsistence for their 
families. They left the public service poor, after 
seven or eight years ; and became good citizens, 
supporters of law and order ; and thus giving a glo- 
rious example " of laying down arms taken up for 
the defence of the country and its liberties.'^ Gen- 
eral Heath was a member of the House and of the 
Senate some years after the war ; and was also sev- 
eral years Judge of Probate for the county of Nor- 
folk, when that county was set off from Suffolk, in 
1793. He died in 1814, at an advanced age, being 
about eighty. With many of the officers of the Rev- 
olutionary army, he considered' the war of 1812, as 
unwise and improper, not being necessary for the 
defence of the liberties or independence of the coun- 
try. He never lost the citizen in the soldier ; and 
was only for war, for the defence and safety of the 
Republic. 

HEMMENWAY, Rev. MOSES D. D. was edu* 
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cated in Harvard College, and received his degree 
in the year 1755. He afterwards settled in the town 
of Wells, Maine, where he devoted himself to the 
important benevolent work of the Christian ministry, 
with remarkable fidelity and prudence ; ever care- 
fully avoiding vain disputes and controversies ; but 
ready to defend the tri;iths of revelation, and to sup* 
port the rights of the congregational churches. He 
made no display in dehvering his discourses ; but 
they were well studied, argumentative, and calcu- 
lated to enlighten, to impress and to improve. His 
modesty was very great; and equalled only by his 
moral worth and bis real merit. He wrote in de- 
fence of infant baptism; and also on the proper 
qualifications of church members. In some of his 
publications he opposed the extreme of Calvinism; 
for in his day, that system was so explained and 
pressed by a few theologians, th&t it was believed 
it went to a denial of the moral powers of men, and 
represented them as under a necessity to choose and 
act in all cases precisely as they did. Dr. Hemmen- 
way, Dr. West, and others, contended for a liberty 
of action, and for freedom of the will ; so that it 
might be justly said, men had a self-determining 
power ; but not to such an extent as to be independ- 
ent of divine influence and aid. Dr. Hemmenway 
was a pattern for all controversial writers. There 
was no bitterness of spirit, no disposition to misrep- 
resent, and no want of candor, to be detected in any 
of his writings ; and he evidently con tended for truth, 
and not for victory. Rev. Daniel Little was his neigh- 
bor; and two more apostolic ministers, or who 
were more like the primitive Christians, in their uni- 
form conduct and conversation, could not be easily 
mentioned. 

HENSHAW, Col. JOSEPH was a citizen of 
Leicester, and received his public education in Har- 
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vard College in 1748. He engaged with ;2eal in the 
cause of civil liberty, in the memorable period of 
1770, and afterwards. When a convention was held 
in the comity of Worcester, August 1774, he had a 
seat therein as a delegate from his native town ; and 
was among the most active members of the cpnven- 
tion. He was also a delegate to the Provincial Con- 
gress in Massachusetts, October 1774, and again 
in February 1775, where he acted a conspicuous 
part. The beginning of the same year Mr. Hensha w 
received a commission as a Colonel, with authority 
to raise a regiment of men. But he was not suc- 
cessful in his efforts to raise a competent number of 
men for a regiment ; for fifteen regiments had then 
been recently organized, and some of them were 
deficient of the full number required : though in 
April and May 1775, twenty-two full regiments 
were raised and equipped. Two or three regi- 
ments had then been organized in the county of 
Worcester. Mr. Henshaw was however employed 
by the Provincial Congress on important business 
relating to the public welfare, and in collecting mil- 
itary stores for the army raised at that time. 

HENSHAW, Col. WILLIAM was also a citizen 
of Leicester, and one of the delegates from that town 
to the county convention held at Worcester in Au- 
gust 1774 : and he acted as secretary of that assem- 
bly. It was composed of two of the most respecta- 
ble citizens of every town in the county ; from some 
towns however there were three, and from a few but 
one delegate. In the Spring of 1775, when the 
militia were organized and put under command of 
General Artemas Ward, Colouel Henshaw was ap- 
pointed by him an Adjutant-General of that tempo- 
rary army : Colonel Samuel Brewer, was also com- 
missioned as Adjutant-General about the same time ; 
his department being at Roxbury, where one divis- 
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KHi of (fie American troops were stationed, under 
General John Thomas. Brewer was proposed by 
General Thomas for that office. 

HIGGINSON, Hon. STEPHEN was a native of 
Salem, Massachusetts, where the family had lived 
from the first settlement of the country, in 1629. A 
small company under Endicot first landed there in 
Sept. 1628. The year after were added about three 
hundred and twenty ; among which were !Rev. Mr. 
Higginson, and Rev. Mr. Skelton. Mr. Higginson 
died in 1630, — and a son of his was afterwards 
pastor of the Salem Church, and lived to a great 
age, ninety-four. Stephen Higginson was a de- 
scendant of the last named, and of the fourth gen- 
eration from him. He early engaged in commerce 
and navigation; and being^of an active, enterprising 
spirit, soon became eminent as a merchant. His 
education was good, although not public or colle- 
giate ; for in his time, young men, intended for mer- 
cantile pursuits, received more instruction in geogra- 
phy, and arithmetic than others. Mr. Higginson 
also, while a young man, attended more to the sub- 
ject of history and politics than most of his age and 
time. His family friends were among the better in- 
formed of that day ; and he would not fail to profit 
by such an advantage. In 1774, he visited Great 
Britain on business, and in the Spring of 1775, was 
called to the bar of the House of Commons, to give a 
statement of the cod fishery of Massachusetts; a 
petition being then before Parliament to prevent the 
passage of a bill there pending to prohibit that busi- 
ness, or to restrict it injuriously. He stated that it 
' would be very distressing to a great number of the 
people— that seven hundred vessels, from twenty to 
seventy tons, were engaged in the business, about 
forty-two lumdred men employed, besides about half 
that number to cure the fish on shore ; and three 
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thousand and fifty vessels, from fifty to one hundred 
and eighty tons employed to carry the fish to foreign 
markets, giving employment to three thousand — 
that, if the fishery were forbidden, ten thousand 
men would have to seek business in other countries. 
This statement was misi^epresented, and some blame 
was cast upon him, on his return. - But the Com- 
mittee of Ssrffety in Salem, declared their satisfaction 
with his coniuct. And a committee-of the Provin- 
cial Congress, appointed to examine the case, report- 
ed in favor of Mr. Higginson, and declared his con- 
duct just and honorable. Mr. Higginson was a dele- 
gate in the Continental Congress from Massachu- 
setts, in 1783, but his mercantile engagements were 
such that he remained in Congress only one year- 
He ranked among the first merchants, both for intel- 
ligence and probity. He survived to upwards of 
eighty years ; having retired from all public busi- 
ness and cares for several years before his decease. 

HILLIARD, Rev. TIMOTHY was born at Ken- 
sington, in New Hampshire and had a degree in 
Harvard College, in the year 1764. He was a tutor 
in that seminary from 1768 to 1771, and afterwards 
received ordination over the church and society at 
Barnstable in Massachusetts. In 1784, he was in- 
stalled as pastor of the first church in Cambridge, 
and continued in that station till his death, in 1790. 
Mr. Hilliard was a good scholar^ an able theologian, 
and a serious, practical preacher ; but his elocution 
was not very attractive. His religious views were 
evangelical, but not Calvinistic. His desire was to 
preach the doctrines of the gospeJ, and not the tenets 
of any fallible uninspired man. The sermons he 
published, delivered at ordinations, afibrd evidence 
of his enlarged and catholic sentiments. He preach- 
ed at the ordination of Dr. Howard,- Springfield ; of 
Rev. Dr. Ware, of Hingham ; and of Rev. Dr. An- 
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drews, of Newburyport. Mr. Hilliard possessed re- 
markable talents for social intercourse ; he was cpm- 
municative and cheerful, yet always sober, grave, 
and edifying in his conversation. Two of his sons 
were sometime in the ministry in Maine. 

HINCKLEY, Hon. THOMAS came to Ply- 
mouth, when a child, with his father and family ; 
they resided a short tinje at Plymouth, then at Scit- 
uate, for a few years, and afterwards at Barnstable. 
The family probably belonged to Rev. Mr. Lothrop's 
Church, who came to Plymouth in 1634 — and after 
a short residence removed to Barnstable, and there 
died. Mr. Hinckley was chosen an assistant for 
Plymouth Colony, in 1658; and was annually 
elected to the same place, "until he was chosen Gov- 
ernor, in 1681, at near the age of sixty. He was 
older than his predecessor, Gov. Josiah Winslow. He 
received the! election to the Governor's chair till the 
time of Dudley and Andros, in 1686, who were ap- 
pointed by James II, on his annulling the first char- 
ter. When the charter of 1691, was granted by 
king William, for Massachusetts, Plymouth Colony 
was included iii the province ; but Governor Hinck- 
ley was one of the Executive Council, William 
Bradford,' B. Lothrop, and J. Walley, were the 
other members from Plymouth. Governor Hinckley 
reached the age of eighty-four, and died in 1703. 
He was one of the leading characters in Plymouth 
Colony, of the second generation. He had the 
eharacter of an intelligent and religious man* 

HITCHCOCK, Rev. GAD D. D. received his 
first degree in Harvard College, in the year 1743 ; 
and four years after was ordaiped as the pastor of 
the Congregational Church and Society in Pembroke, 
in the county of Plymouth. He was an able and 
argumentative preacher, but his elocution was not 
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very pleasant or commanding. He possessed a 
strong mind, and was inquisitive and independent 
as a theologian, The bible was his only text-book 
and guide, with little reverence for the systems of 
divinity, which most in his day, studied and follow- 
ed. He did not profess the Athanasian or Calvinistic 
creed ; he was indeed opposed to them ; and was al- 
ways ready to give his reasons for rejecting them, 
with meekness, in the language of inspired Scrip- 
ture. He lived to a great age, and was highly es- 
teemed for his Christian conversation and deport- 
ment. 

HOBART, Rev. NEHEMIAH was a son of Rev. 
Peter Hobart, first minister at Hingham, arid re- 
ceived his public education in Harvard College with 
the class of 1667. He had the character of one of 
the first scholars of .his time. He was a fellow of 
the college, and also Vice-President for some time af- 
terwards, and when it was usual to give to one of 
the corporation or fellows that title. This was the 
case about the close of the seventeenth and in the 
early part of the eighteenth century. Rev. Mr. Mor- 
ton of Charlestown, was called the Vice-President of 
the college in 1696 ; and Rev. Samuel Willard of 
Boston, was also Vice-President in 1701. Mr. Ho- 
bart was the settled pastor of the churchr and society 
in Newtown, and was ordained there in 1674;/ and 
died in the year 1712. If his epitaph does not flat- 
ter, he was a learned theologian, a useful fellow of 
the college, and a faithful pastor of the church of 
Christ over which he was placed. His brother, 
Getshom Hobart, was minister of the church and 
congregation in Grotonj Massachusetts; but a dis* 
ptite arose about his salary, and hcf was dismissed 
from his pastoral offiice there. Nthemiah H6lmrt, a 
tiephew of the above named, was long the setded 
minister of the second church in Hingham, moweall^ 
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ed Cohasset. He received a degree in Harvard Col-r 
lege 1714 ; and was ordained in 1721, and died in 
1740. 

HOLMES, Rev. ABIEL D. D. was a native of 
Pomfret, in the State of Connecticut, and had his 
public education in Yale College, with the class of 
1783. He, was sometime a tutor in that seminary;, 
and afterwards received ordination over a Congrega-r 
tional church and society in Georgia ; but did not 
continue many years in that place. The climate 
proved unfavorable to his health. He returned to 
New England, and in 1791 was ihstalledas pastor of 
the first church and congregation in Cambridge. In, 
this station he remained until the year 1828, when 
his connection wi|h that society was dissolved. Dr. 
Holmes was a faithful and able minister of the gos- 
pel ; and was anxious for the spiritual welfare of his 
people. He was studious in his habits; and his 
publications are numerous and valuable. Several 
of his occasional sermons T^ere published; and all 
bear witness to his learning and good principles. He 
wrote the life of Dr. Stiles, President of Yale College ; 
American Annals, in two volumes, a work of much 
labor, and great accuracy : l;>esides several interest- 
ing articles in the Historical Collections. Dr. Holmes 
possessed social and kind feelings, and was much 
endeared to a large circle of acquaintance. He died 
in 1837, at the age of seventy-four, 

HOLTEN, Hon. SAMUEL, was a citizen of Dan-, 
vers, and an ecainent physician ini that town for 
many- years ; but he eany engaged in political life.. 
He bad a seat in the Genei:al ArSsembly of Masssa-. 
chusetts, a few years before the war of the Revoke 
tion ; and ranked among th^ very d^cid^ advocates, 
for civil liberty. He waa a delegate, to the conven* 
t\pu in Esisex couaty, ij^ SeptembeiT 17^4, ^ numer-% 
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ous and highly respectstble body, of whicH were Jer- 
emiah Lee, Tristram Dalton, R. Derby, T. Picker- 
ing, Jr., J. Gerrish, J. Greenleaf, S. Cross, A. Ome, 
E. Gerry, &c. Resolves were passed, on that occa- 
sion, truly patriotic but loyal ; and indicative of a 
regard for constitutional law and order, as^well as 
strong attachment to civil liberty, for the mainte- 
nance of which they met to consult. Dr. Holten 
was a member of the several provincial congresses of 
Massachusetts, October 1774, and February and 
May 1775 ; and part of the last year one of the com- 
mittee of safety, to which was entrusted the execu- 
tive business of the Province at that alarming peri- 
od. When,a committee was chosen by the first con- 
gress to consider and report as to the state of the pro- 
vince, he was one. And he was chosen, in July 1776, 
a member of the Supreme Executive Council, by the 
House of Representatives ; for the authority of Gov. 
Gage and the mancfamw5 counsellors was then rejected. 
The men who attended these congresses, in 1774 and 
1775, and those who took up arms at that critical 
period, merit the highest gratitude and praise which 
their children and posterity can award^them. They 
were not desperate or heedless innovaters, but sober, 
religious characters, friends of equal laWs and of le- 
gitimate government — but resolved to have laws ac- 
cording to their charter and the great principles of 
the British constitution — and therefore exposed them- 
selves to all imaginable dangers and losses, and 
made the greatest personal exertions in dfifence of 
the civil rights and liberties long enjoyed by the 
^ people of the colony and the province. They pinr- 
sued all latvful and reasonable means for a redress 
of grievances — but air was in vain : And then it 
was, and not till then, that they resolved to contend 
for freedom by an appeal to arms. Dr.' Holten was' 
chbsen a member of the Continental Congress by the 
legislature, in • 1778 j aiid was agiih a metnber in 
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1789. He afterwards held the office of Judge of 
Probate, and had a i^eat on the bench of the Common 
Pleas in the county of Essex. He also had a seat at 
the council board for several years before he was 
Judge of Probate. Judge Hoi ten died in 1816, aged 
seventy-eight; and his character both as a public 
agent and a private citizen, is held in great respect. 

HOLYOKE, EDWARD A. M. D. L L. D. was 

a son of President Holyoke of Harvard College; ancl 
received ^ degree in that seininary with the class of 
1746. He chose the medical profession, and was 
a distinguished physician in Salem more than seven- 
ty years. He reached the uncommon age of one 
hundred and one: and retained a good degree of 
health and strength until about a year before his de- 
cease. He was an original member of the Massa- 
chusetts Medical Society, formed in 1781 ; and 
sometime the president. His life was useful rather 
than brilliant ; and though he was esteemed as a 
learned man, he was too modest to assume any great 
merit on the score of science, or to make a boast of 
his literary treasures. 

« 

HOPKINS, EBEK was a native bf Rhode Island, 
and a Jbrother of Stephen Hopkins, son^ietime Govw 
ernor of that Colony, and a member of the first Con- 
tmental Congress. Mr. Hopkins received a commis- 
sion from Congress in the year 1775, as commandet 
of the naval force of the country ; and was styled 
Commodore, and isOraetimes Admiral, in the papers 
of that period. In the winter of 1776-76, he re- 
paired to the Delaware; and in Febntary, with a 
sqtiadron of six armed vessels, but all small except 
the ship in which he was, sailed by order of Con- 
gress for the south,: to check the d^rcdations made 
by vessels sent out by iJord Dunmore, then the 
Govetiior of Virgini:a,^*^He proceeded thence iiyih^l 
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vicinity of the Bahama Islands, and made an attack 
on New Providence. He effected a landing of eight 
hundred men, and seized cannon and other stores 
and goods, which he brought off. He also took 
Mr, Browne, the Governor of the place.— On his 
return, he captured two armed vessels near Long 
Island, belonging to the British, which had an- 
noyed the coasters and small craft belonging to 
Americans. He also met the Glasgow, a British 
sloop-of-war, but suffered her to escape, when it 
was thought, by ^proper spirit and exertion, he 
might have taken her. Captain Hopkins con- 
tinued in public service only a short time, after this 
cruise. He was dismissed by Congress, a few 
months after his return, on a charge of having ex- 
ceeded his instructions in the attack on New Provi- 
dence ; and for want of proper efforts, or courage, to 
capture the Glasgow. He was ever esteemed a 
brave man ; so that it was supposed his dismission 
from the naval service was owing to his disobedience 
or disregard of orders, when he made an attack on 
New Providence. It was considered necessary that 
all military commanders, whether of the army or na- 
vy, should strictly conform to their instructions. It 
would be well if all military officers would recog- 
nize this principle. In a republican and free govern- 
ment, where laws are to govern, it is necessary that 
the sword, and he who wields it, should be subject 
to the civil power. 

HOPKINS, Hon, STEPHEN was a citizen and a 
native of Rhode Island ; and descended from one o£ 
that name, who lyas of the company which came 
in the May-flower, and settled in Plymouth in 1620. 
Mr. Hopkins was Governor of Rhode Island, in 
1776 ; and took a decided part in defence of civil, 
liberty, at that memorable period. He held corres^ 
pondeqce with the leading whigs of Massachusetts, 
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of that day, and trith the Provincial Congress held 
at Watertown and Cambridge, in April and May 
1775. He approved and aided in their measures for 
defending the constitutional rights and liberties of 
the colonies ; and authorized the march of the mill* 
tia of Rhode Island, under General Greene, to Cam* 
bridge, to act in concert with the troops there assem- 
bled, after the affair at Lexington and Concord, on the 
19th of April, from different parts of Massachusetts, 
from New Hampshire and Connecticut. Mr. Hop- 
kins was a delegate from Rhode Island to the Con- 
tinental Congress,^ which met at Philadelphia, in Oc- 
tober 1774: And one of the subscribers to the 
Declaration of Independence by that Congress, in 
July 4lh, 1776. He continued sometime in public 
life after this period, but he was then far advanced 
in years. He published an interesting account, but 
not full and complete, of the early history of Rhode 
Island; stating' the ill treatment of Roger Williams 
by Massachusetts, and the persecution, which 
caused the settlements in that colony at different 
times. He aimed, no doubt, to write with impar*- 
tiality and candor ; and generally did so ; but there 
is a spice of prejudice against the puritans of 
Plymouth and Massachusetts, for their alleged intol- 
erance. — The cause he defends, however, is the 
cause of truth and humanity ; Roger Williams and 
some others were severely persecuted ; but their con- 
duct was often so imprudent, so interfering with 
concerns not their own, and so disorganizing in its 
tendency, that the peace and stability of Massachu- 
setts colony and churches, required more strictness 
towards* ndn-conformists' and straifgers, than othet 
times and circumstances would justify. 

HOOKf^Ri Rev. THOMAS came to Massachu- 
setts in the year 1633, at the same time with ReV. 
John Cotton arid Rev. Samuel Stone. After residing 
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^t Cambridge about one year, Mr. Hooker and Mr. 
Stone/ with most who came over with them, not 
finding so much vacant land in the vicinity as they 
desired, proposed to remove to Connecticut river, 
then lately discovered, and supposed to be a place 
for the accommodation of a large company. The 
Dutch, from Manhattan, had previously visited the 
place, and claimed it ; and the people of Plymouth 
also took possession of a spot a little higher up than 
Hartford, and set up a temporary house or shed for 
the purpose of trading with the Indians. This was 
the occasion of somejdifficulty ] but all was amica- 
bly settled. In 1635 and 1636, several families went 
from Cambridge to Hartford ; and some from .Dor- 
chester to Windsor. Messrs. Hooker and Stone, ac- 
companied by Governor Haynes, removed to Hart- 
fort, in 1636 ; and there made a permanent settlement. 
Mr. Hooker was an able and learned divine, and a 
faithful and powerful preacher. His praise was in 
all the churches of the land while he . lived. His 
opinion was sought, and his judgment confided in, 
where there were disputes in the church. His- 
fame was also great in England: and he and 
Mr. Cotton were much feared, on account of their 
non-conformity, and their learning, which qualified 
them to show the errors and abuses of the English 
hierarchy. 

HOWARD, Rev. SIMEON D. D. was born in 
Bridgewater, and educated in Harvard College, 
where he received his first degree, in 1758. He 
early made choice of the Christian ministry for his 
profession ; but, though not very young, chose to 
devote sometime to the study of theology. He 
passed one year, the seventh after he received his 
degree, as a tutor in the College ; and, in 1767, was 
ordained pastor of the West Church in Boston, aa 
successor of the celebrated Dr. Mayhew. Mr, 
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Howard was remarkable for sobriety and good con- 
duct, from his youth. He had great simplicity of 
character ; and, while reserve and grave in his de- 
portment,^ he displayed^ an uniformlv cheerful dispo- 
sition. Dr. Howard possessed good talents, and was 
respectable as a scholar. As a writer, he was cor- 
rect, methodical, and argumentative ; but less at- 
tractive, and less original, than his predecessor. His 
sermons were scriptural, evangelij^al, and practical ; 
and could not well be preached without producing 
a- good effect : yet they were generally inferior to 
those which Dr. Mayhew gave to the public. Dr. 
Howard was a useful member of several learned and 
benevolent societies ; and at the same time faithfully 
performed his duties as a minister of the gospel. — 
Several of his discourses, delivered on public occar 
sions, were published ; and ranked among the good 
pulpit performances of the day. He. died in 1805, 
at the age of seventy-two. 

HOWELL, Hon. DAVID L L. D. received his 
education in the College at Princeton; and was the 
first instructor' in the College of Rhode Island, in 
1769. He was long connected with that seminary, 
as tutor, professor of Natural Philosophy, and of 
law ; as the secretary, and then as one of the fellows. 
He also held the office of attorney of the United 
States for Rhode Island, and then as judge of the 
Federal Court, for that StsCte. He was a good 
scholar and a sound lawyer , and as a judge he sus- 
tained a character for uprightness and ability. 
He also represented the State of Rhode Island in 
Congress, before he was appointed judge. He pass- 
ed a great portion of his life in literary and political 
stations ; and exerted ^ good in^uence in the com- 
munity, for half a century from his first engaging 
as a teacher in college. 
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HUBBARD, Rbv. WILLIAM son of William 
Hubbard, an early settler of- Ipswich, and a man of 
distinction in his day, received his public education 
in Harvard College, with the first class there gradu- 
ated, in 1642. Several of the early graduates in 
that college had the reputation of good scholars ; 
they were well prepared before they entered ; and 
president Dunster was a very learned man, and gen* 
eral scholar. Mr. Hubbard was settled in the min- 
istry at Ipswich ; and continued in that stati<Mi until 
his death, in 1704. In the year 1684 the president's 
chair being vacant, he was requested to preside at 
the public services on the day of commencement. 
Mr. Hubbard published several sermons ; that on the 
day of the annual election of Colonial officers has 
been deemed equal to almost any published on any 
similar occasion. He left a history of New Eng- 
land in manuscript, which was not published in his 
life time, though the General Court, in 1682, voted a 
small sum to aid in its publication. It was written 
in 1678. It was known to Mr. Hutchinson and 
others ; and great use made of its contents by him. 
It is a compilation from various other's ; and contains 
little entirely new. But by some modern writers it 
seems to be undervalued; and represented as a 
string of errors and blunders.- He was not always 
very accurate; and sometimes mistook the older 
writers whom he quoted. But a late able and im- 
partial critic, Rev. Dr. John Eliot, speaks of him 
generally as a faithful historian and of good author- 
ity ; and says, " some have made use of the inform- 
ation he gave, without acknowledging it; " not a 
very uncommon case. Dr. Eliot adds, '< it ought to 
have been printed many years ago, for its historical 
information ; and fpr the reputation of the author. 
He was the best writer in New England while he 
lived. Why was his history never published ? it 
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£bU into the hands of some who were disposed to 
make a liberal use of it for their own purposes ; and 
then kept it from the public eye." Mr. Hutchinson 
says the work was of great use to him, in writing 
his histoi^y ; and also to Dr. Cotton Mather before 
his time. Mr. Hubbard also published, in 1677, a 
narrative of the Indian wars. 

HUMPHREYS, Hon. DAVID L L. D. a native 
of Connecticut, received his public education in Yale 
College, with the class of 1771. He early entered 
flie American . army of the Revolutionary war ; and 
many other graduates of that college, as well as of 
Harvard, engaged in the service of the country, 
either in the cabinet or the field, at -that alarming 
period when the dearest rights of the people were in 
danger. 'The paramount object with all was the 
preservation of ancient political rights and privileges ; 
for they considered slavery as the greatest of all 
temporal evils. Many left their legal and literary 
pursuits for 'the camp; and many passed directly 
from the school or college to the tented field. Mr. 
Humphreys was sometime one of the aids of General 
Washington ; and shared largely in his esteem and 
09nfidence. It is believed that all General Wash- 
ington's aids during the war, were literary characters, 
and of a collegiate education. Colonel Humphreys 
was a good scholar ; and he courted the muses with 
some success. He published a poem in 1784, on the 
prospects of the future prosperity and glory of the 
United States. He was appointed by President 
Washington, minister to Portugal ; and afterwards 
to Spain by Mr. Jefferson ; to whom he had been a 
private secretary several years before. For several 
of the last years of his life, he was not occupied by 
the cares of public office ; and passed his time with 
books and friends. At a more early period,^ he pub- 
lished memoirs of the brave General Israel Putnam, 
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which passed through several editions. He was a 
member of the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences, of the American Philosophical Society of 
Philadelphia, and of the Royal Society of London. 

HUMPHREY, JOHN Esq. was one of the origin- 
al Paten tees of the territory of Massachusetts, granted 
in March 1628, and one of the first board of assist- 
ants. He was elected Deputy Governor in 1629 ; 
but not being able to embark with the company in 
the spring of 1630, Mr. Dudley was chosen to that 
place, a short time before they left England. He 
had property and influence, at that time : but after- 
wards became very poor, by injudicious enterprises, 
or a desire to gain wealth by speculation and trade. 
He came over to Massachusetts, with his family, in ^ 
1634, and settled at Lynn, but was chosen an assists 
ant in 1632, and 1633, as he was then expected soon 
to arrive. His wife was a sister of the Earl of Lin- 
coln, and sister to lady Arbella, the wife of Isaac 
Johnson. Mrs. Humphrey died soon after arriving 
in New England, as did her sister Johnson. Mr. 
Humphrey left his children and went to the West 
Indies for the purpose of Jrade ; but was unfortunate, 
and his daughters who had been very delicately ed- 
ucated, were exposed to great privations, and suf- 
ferings , and 'even their reputation was tarnished by 
reports unfavorable to their virtue. Mr. Humphrey 
was blamed for his conduct towards his family : and 
forfeited the high standing he had formerly in the 
estimation of his friends, the founders of the Colony. 
Besides lady Susan, the wife of Mr. Humphrey, 
and her sister lady Arbella, there were some of the 
females of the first company, by which Massachu- 
setts was colonized, who belonged to families of no- 
blemen, or knights, in England. Lady Moody a 
relation of Mrs. Humphrey, came to the country 
and lived sometime in Lynn ; but afterwards re- 
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moved to Long Island, where many families from 
Massachusetts early migrated. The wife of Rev. Mr. 
Bulkley of Concord, of Rev. Mr. Whiting of Lynn, 
of Rev. My. Hoar of Cambridge, and of Rev. Mr. 
Sherman of Sudbury, were all of the gentry, so call- 
ed, in their native land. And several others were 
daughters of opulent landholders in England ; and 
had been brought up in competency and in some de- 
gree of elegance ; but their religious faith guided 
them, and their Christian hopes sustained and cheered 
them in their afflictive peregrinations. On several 
occasions, in England, Mr. Humphrey acted as a 
sincere and generous friend to the Colony; butyras 
deficient in stability and good judgment. 

HUNTINGTON, Gen. JEDEDIAH was a native 
of Norwich, in the State of Connecticut : and had 
his education in Harvard College, where he re- 
ceived his first degree in 1763. On leaving college, 
he engaged in business as a merchant in Norwich. 
His father, Jabez Huntington, was also a respectable 
merchant in that town ; and one of the oldest fami- 
lies in the State of Connecticut, containing many 
distinguished men from the first settlement to the 
present day. The son early entered the American 
army, after the Revolutionary war began ; and con- 
tinued until the return of peace, in 1783. He was 
esteemed as a good disciplinarian and a brave officer. 
The second year of the war he was appointed 
Brigadier General. Gen. Washington appointed him 
Collector of the port of New London. His character 
was verp estimable in private life ; and he was much 
respected apd beloved by a large circle of friends. 
He lived to the advanced age of seventy-five ; and 
at his death, in 1818, there were very few of his old 
companions in arms who survived : at the present 
time — ^July 1842— of three hundred and thirty-six 
commissioned officers in the Massachusetts line, 
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which composed a far greater part of the whole 
American army than any other State, only fifteen 
survifVe. Some .of them are more than ninety ; and 
none are under eighty. Next to Massachusetts^ Con- 
necticut furnished the largest number of men, in the 
war of the Revolution, in proportion to its population. 
Besides the brave Major General Putnam, there 
were several distinguished officers from that State : 
Huntington, Parsons, Humphreys, Meigs, Woos- 
ter, Chester, &c. At the close of the war in 1783, 
the Massachusetts troops of the Continental army 
were four thousand five hundred ; and those of Con- 
pecticut were one thousand eight hundred. 

HUNTINGTON, Rev. JOSEPH D. D. was edu- 
cated in Yale College, and received his first degree 
in 1762. He soon after took the pastoral care of 
,the church and congregation in Coventry, Connecti- 
cut, and continued in that relation till his death in 
1795. His theological views were more liberal than 
those of the clergy generally in New England. Very 
few avowed their belief of the final salvation of all 
men, as he did ; and yet he believed in a future retri- 
Ibution. He was also opposed to the imposition of par- 
ticular creeds, as a requisite to an admission into the 
Christian churdh, and the enjoyment of its ordi* 
nances. His peculiar religious opinions were given 
to the public in a volume with the title of *' Calvin- 
ism improved,"— But it was directly opposed to the 
creed of Calvin. The aim of Dr Huntington was to 
prove that Christianity was truly and really a sys- 
tem of grace ; and in attempting to show this, be 
was obliged toto ccelo to oppose the arbitrary and ex- 
clusive system of Calvin. As to the ability of 
the statements and arguments of the writer, the the- 
ological community was divided in Sentiment ; and 
60 remain to the present day. The subject is beyond 
the solution of a lallible and limited intellect. It is 
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evident from Scripture, and from tlie moral nature of 
man, that a retribution awaits us — ^but the particular 
nature and duration of Jhat retribution are not 
revealed. 

HUNTINGTON, Hon. SAMUEL LL. D.was a 
native of Windham, in Connecticut, and of one of 
the most eminent families in that State. He had 
not the privilege of a college education ; but he gave 
early evidence of talents, and his parents indulged 
his desire to study law. He began to practice in 
that profession in Norwich, in 1757, then a large 
town, and of considerable trade and navigation. 
He soon ro^e to distinction in his profession ; and in 
1764, was a Representative from Norwich to the 
General Assembly, when about thirty-one years of 
age. Nine years after he was appointed a Justice of 
the Superior Court, in that State. In the spring of 
1775, he had a seat in the Supreme Executive Coun- 
cil ; and near the close of that year was a delegate 
to the Continental Congress; the most important 
assembly of patriots this country had ever known, 
and at a crisis the most momentous. It was com^ 
posed of four, or five citizens from each colony or 
province: equally distinguished for their wisdom 
and discretion, for their patriotism and their attach-' 
ment to civil liberty.* He was often chosen a dele- 
gate to this great national council, and, in 1779, 
was elected President. After an intermission of three 
years, he was again elected a member in 1783 ; and 
in 1784, was Chief Justice and . Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor of Connecticut. In 1786, he received the elec- 
tion of Chief Magistrate, and was re-elected every 
year after till his decease, in 1796 : when he had 
reached bis sixty-fourth year. Governor Huntington 
was a good man, as well as an able statesman and 
politician : religious, sedate, and of remarkably cor* 
rect judgment : enjoying the full confidence of his 
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JACKSON, Hon. JONATHAN received his pub- 
lic education in Harvard College, where he was 
graduated in 1761. He wa^ a native of Boston, 
but lived a great part of his life in Newburyport; 
and had the reputation of an intelligent and honor- 
able merchant. He was one of the most polished 
men of his time ; very gentlemanly and courteous in 
his deportment, but without parade or ostentation. 
In the Revolution, he discovered decision and zeal 
in favor of the. rights of the colonies, but was al- 
ways guided by judgment and discretion. He was 
a representative from Newburyport in the legislature 
of Massachusetts in 1777 ; and in 1782, a member of 
the Continental Congress. In 17S9, he received the 
appointment of Marshal for Massachusetts, from 
President Washington, who selected none for public 
of&ce but men of ability and integrity. Mr. Jackson 
was at the same time a Senator from Essex County, 
in the General Court of Massachusetts ; and^ an at<- 
tempt was made to deprive him of his seat, because 
he had accepted the office of Marshal in the federal 
government. But a majority of the Senate decided 
that the appointment did not justly deprive him of 
his seat in the legislature of Massachusetts. In a 
similar case, in the House of Representatives, a vote 
was obtained declaring it incompatible for an officer 
in the federal government, to have a seat in the 
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legislative assembly of the State; and the seat of a 
member, who had received an office from the gen* 
eral government, was rendered vacant. Mr. Jack- 
son was afterwards treasurer and receiver general 
of the Commonwealth. He gave to the administra- 
tion of President Washington, in the critical period of 
1793 and 1794, his most decided support. It was a 
time, indeed, when all good men and sincere patriots 
were called upon to aid the President of the United 
States, in the energetic, though pacific policy, which 
he then proposed and pursued. The company and 
acquaintance of Mr. Jackson were sought by all his 
contemporaries of taste, and learning and virtue. 
The blandness of his manners, was a correct index 
of the benevolence and kindness of his heart. His 
family was well educated, in all respects ; and his 
sons have been among the most useful and honora- 
ble characters of the generation now near its close. 
He died in 1810, at the age of sixty-six. The last 
years of his honorable life were passed in Boston. 

JOHNSON, EDWARD came to Massachusetts 
with the large company of settlers in 1630 ; and ap- 
pears from the first, to have been a man of resolu- 
tion and influence. He generally had the title of 
Captain ; and at one time commanded the company 
of militia in Woburn, where he lived the greater 
part of the time after coming to this country. He 
survived to the year 1672, Woburn was settled in 
1642, chiefly from Charlestown, where Johnson first 
resided, and he was one of the principal inhabitants 
at that time, and until his decease. He was town 
clerk, and kept the records, very full and correct, for 
thirty years. In church affairs* also, he was the 
chief character in the town. He was a strict non- 
, conformist, or puritan, and always exhibited a spirit 
of deep and practical piety. Religious faith indeed, 
was the great support of that memorable company 
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of men. They left their native country, and many 
dear friends, for the sake of religion ; and endured 
most appalling trialis and sufferings in the accomplish- 
ment of their great object ; the enjoyment of Chris- 
tian ordinances in their purity, for themselves and 
posterity. Mr. Johnson was among the first who 
took the oath in the colony, and was admitted in 
1631. Mr. Johnson was often a representative * to 
the General Court or Assembly ; and at that period 
one of the council of war. He wrote an account of 
the early settlement of Massachusetts colony, from 
1628 to 1654. His statement of the formation of 
the C/hurches in the colony, for twenty-five years, is 
particular and generally accurate : but he has not in 
all cases giVen them in the precise order of time. 
The work relates some events not noticed by Win- 
throp or Hubbard, which are important, and serve 
to show the characters of the leading men in the 
colony, as well as of the clergy who were the first 
pastors and preachers. It is rather an ecclesiastical 
than a civil history of Massachusetts, for the first 
twenty-five years. The book has a quaint title, but 
not more peculiar than were given to other volumes 
published in the seventeenth century in England, as 
well as America : " Wonder-working Providence of 
Zion's Saviour." 

JOHNSON, ISAAC belonged to the Massachu- 
setts Bay Company, by which Charlestown, Boston, 
and vicinity were settled, in 1630 ; and one of the 
board of assistants, who, with the governor, exer- 
cised the civil power with which that company was 
clothed by the royal charter. He, with Endicott, 
Bradstreet, and Bellingham, were also original pa- 
tentees of the territory. He ^was an assistant heUyre 
and after their removal to America. He had a la^e 
estate, and was esteemed a pillar of the corporation 
and colony. His wife was lady Arbella, of an hon« 
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orable and noble family ; and whose character, as to 
religion, was highly estimated and eulogized. It 
might justly be said of her, '' that she left all for 
Christ." But she lived only a few months after her 
arrival at Salem, in June, 1630. As one rather 
quaintly observed, "she look New England in her 
way to Heaven.'' Mr. Johnson survived her only 
one month: He also died in September of that 
year, and soon after he had began to build a house 
on the south side of Charles river, now Boston. He 
had chosen that place for his intended residence, and 
purchased a lot for a dwelling house. But was soon 
Called to higher and better mansions, prepared by the 
Divine Saviour, for - all the good of every name and 
nation. His death was greatly deplored ; and some 
were ready to give up the colony, when he was 
taken away. On his wealth, and his virtue, his 
public spirit and disinterestedness, many reposed as 
their chief support and hope. He had the affections 
of all as a man, and the confidence of the rulers as 
a wise and prudent citizen. It is believed he left no 
children ; and therefore has been less eulogized than 
others of no more virtue or merit. But Boston 
should not forget its generous founder, whose pur- 
pose it was to expend his life and estate on the pen- 
insula which it now embraces. Without Winthrop, 
and Johnson as leaders, many of the most meritorious 
of the first settlers had never engaged in the enterprize 
of emigrating to this new and uncultivated part of the 
world. Mr. Johnson was oiie of those, who, on the 
depa1:ture of the company from England, in March 
1630, requested the Christian sympathy and the 
prayers of their pious brethren of the English 
Church. It has been sometimes represented that 
this request was made to the bishops and prelates 
particularly. But it was not so. It was to their 
pious brethren who remained in England, but who 
sighed for reform, and for greater purity in church 
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o^emonies, as much as those who emigrated. It 
was addressed to puritans and non-conformists, who 
had not the courage or the means to induce them to 
remove. Wjth all such, they wished still to hold 
spiritual communion and fellowship ; as much as 
those, who came to Plymouth in 1620, did the reli- 
gious friendship and regard of their brethren left at 
Leyden. 

JONES, Hon. JOHN COFFIN was born in 
Newbury, and had his education in Harvard Col- 
lege, with the class of 1768. He chose the mercan- 
tile profession, and early settled in Boston. He pur- 
sued this honorable business several years, with a 
high reputation for integrity and intelligence ; and 
also with a good degree of success in his nautical 
enterprises. While chiefly devoted to commerce, as 
a stated business, he gave his attention to political 
subjects, and took a deep interest in the welfare of 
his country. In 1788, he was chosen into the Gen- 
eral Court, from Boston, where he then lived ; when 
there were only six members from that town : and 
in a few years he received an election as senator for 
the County of Suflblk. His knowledge on the sub- 
ject of trade and commerce, was correct and exten- 
sive ; apd great reliance was always placed on his 
judgment. When a comniittee was appointed by 
the General Court of Massachusetts, in 1786, on 
recommendation of Governor Bowdoin, to meet 
committees from other States, to devise a plan of in* 
creasing the powers of Congress, as to commerce, 
revenue, and the finances of the United States, Mr. 
Jones was selected as one. All the delegates did not 
attend the meeting ; but it was advised to call a 
Continental convention, to amend the articles of the 
old Congress, giving that body full and plenary 
power in the regulation of foreign commerce, and iu 
coUectii^ a revenue, to pay the public debt. Such 
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a convention was held at Philadelphia in 1787. 
Mr. Jones ,was a decided and firm supporter of 
the measures of President Washington, and of 
the federal government in 1790-1800; which con- 
tributed so highly to the prosperity and honor of the 
United States. 

KEAYNE, ROBERT came to Massachusetts in 
the year 1636; He had considerable estate, and had 
favored the plan of emigrating to New England 
some years before Winthrop and company began the 
settlement. He encouraged and aided in the planta- 
tion made by the Ley den pilgrims at Plymouth, be- 
fore the Massachusetts company was incorporated in 
England. Mr. Keayne was the principal person 
in getting up a military company, of a volunteer 
character, in the colony. The charter from the gov- 
ernor and assistants for the company was to Keayne 
and his associates ; and it was the foundation of the 
Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company. Gentle- 
men exempt from militia service were often members 
of the company. This was in the year 1638. And 
for the purpose of creating a fund for the use of the 
company, a thousand acres of land were granted by 
the governmei^t of the colony. Captain Keayne was 
a liberal donor to Harvard College, soon after it was 
founded. And at his death, which happened a few 
years after his arrival in the colony, he made other 
bequests for public purposes. 

KENDRICK, Captain JOHN of Newton, in Mas- 
sachusetts, was an intelligent, enterprising ship-mas- 
ter, and sailed several years from Boston into the 
Pacific ocean, and to the north-west coasts of Amer- 
ica. The first voyage he made to that sea, and to 
the north-west coasts, was in 1786-87, in the em- 
ployment of J. & T. H. Perkins. This was the first 
enterprize of the kiinl to those parts, from the 
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United States; but some vessels were fitted otit 
from Salem, for Canton direct, about the same time. 
There were two vessels in this enterprizc, one a ship, 
called the Columbia, commanded by Captain Ken- 
drick in person, with Joseph Ingrabam, (afterwards 
Captain Ingraham,) as his mate ; and Captain Gray 
commanded the other, called the Washington, which 
was a sloop. Kendrick took command of the sloop, 
when in the Pacific, or on the north-west coast, and 
gave the ship to Captain Gray ; who proceeded to 
Canton, and thence to Boston. The sloop Visited 
the Sandwich Islands, and loitered there a long time ; 
and made a less profitable voyage than she might 
have done. The sloop also visited China, and car- 
ried what fdrs hkd been collected. In 1791, Cap- 
tain Ingraham had command of the brigantine Hope, 
of seventy tons, owned and fitted for the voyage by 
the Messrs. Perkins ; which was the second mercan- 
tile enterprize from Boston to the Pacific and north- 
west coast. In this voyage, he visited several islands 
in the Pacific, which he concluded had not been be- 
fore discovered; for they were not noticed in a 
Spanish map made at the close of the sixteenth cen* 
tury, soon after an early nautical adventurer of 
Spain had visited that ocean ; nor by Captain Cook 
who- was at the lUfarquesas islands, in 1774. In* 
graham sailed froni Dominica, one of the group of 
islands called the Marquesas, lying in latitude 9* 68r 
south, on the 19th of April 1791 ; his course being 
about N. W., or N. N. W. Cook's was S. W., and 
after twelve hours sail, he discovered two islands, 
not laid down in his map containing the Marquesas 
and vicinity. To these Captain Ingraham gave the 
name of Washington and of Adams. He soon after 
discovered two more, which he called Lincoln and 
Federal. Afterwards he discovered three others, to 
which he gave the names of Hancock, Franklin, and 
Knox. These all lay in about latitude 8^ south, and 
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lAV west from England* Washington was about 
ten leagues in circuit, and of a moderate height. 
Adams and Federal about, the same. Hancock and 
Knox not quite so large, and north of the others. 

In 1792, Captain Josiah Roberts of Boston, visited 
these islands, but before he had heaiti of their discov- 
ery by Captain Ingraham; and gave them different 
names. Captain James Magee, an intelligent aiKl 
active ship-master, commanded the first China ship, 
the Astrea, direct from Boston or Salem, in 1789; 
owned by E. H. Derby of Salem, but the cargo 
chiefly by the Messrs. Perkins and others of Boston ; 
and T. H. Perkins was Supercargo. In 1792, Cap- 
tain Magee sailed to the north-west coast, and thence 
to China ; he was absent nearly three years, and 
made a great voyage. Captain Barnard Magee, a 
brother of James, commanded a ship of the Messrs. 
Perkins in 1799, to the north-west coast of America, 
where he was treacherously murdered by- the 
natives. 

KING, Hon. RUFUS was born at Scarborough, 
in Maine, and had his public education in Harvard 
College, where he was graduated in 1777. He read 
law with that eminent jurist, Theophilus Parsons of 
Newburyport ; and began the practice of his pro- 
fession in that place in 1780. In 1784, when under 
thirty years of age, he had a seat in the General 
Court of Massachusetts, and in 1785, was a dele^ 
gate to the Continental Congress. He was also one 
of the four delegates from Massachusetts to the Con* 
tinental Convention, holden at Philadelphia, in 1787, 
to propose alterations in the constitution and powers 
of Congress ; so that, that Assembly might have full 
and complete authority in all ^foreign and national 
concerns. When the constitution, framed by that 
Convention, was subnaitted to the people of the 
several States, Mr. King was a member of the Coi^- 
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vention in Massachusetts for that purpose. He was 
an able advocate for its adoption. Soon after this 
time, Mr. King removed to the State of New York ; 
and was the first senator in Congress from that 
State, under the new constitution. He continued in 
this high station several years, when he was ap- 
pointed envoys extraordinary to the Court of 
London, in 1798. After his return, he again received 
the appointment of senator in Congress; and in 
1825 was sent by Mr. Adams, to the British Court, 
as minister plenipotentiary. But the feeble state of 
his health induced him soon to return to the United 
States. He survived but a short time. His mem- 
ory is honored, as of one, whose patriotic and able 
services for the country in various important stations, 
were not inferior to any of the eminent statesmen in 
the Republic. He belonged to that school and class 
of politicians, in. which are found, Washington, 
Jay, Strong, Bowdoin, Trumbull, Ellsworth, Frank- 
lin, Hamilton, Pinckney, Pickering, Brooks. 

KIRKLAND, Rev. JOHN THORNTON D. D. 
L L. D. was a son of Rev. Samuel Kirkland, many 
years a laborious missionary to the Indians in the 
State of New York, from 1760 to 1790. Dr. Kirk- 
land had his public education in Harvard College, 
and received his first degree in 1789. The class 
was large, and contained many good scholars ; but 
none surpassed him in solid literary acquirements or 
in brilliant talents, or good taste. The foundation 
of his character as a scholar, was laid in his early 
classical education. He had the command of good 
language ; pure and elegant, without artificial orna- 
ment ; and his elocution was superior to most of his 
contemporaries. After he received his first degree, 
he engaged sometime in teaching youth ; at the 
same time giving his attention to theological subjects, 
as he early purposed to devote himself to the Chris- 
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tian ministry. He wm also a tutor in the college 
before he received his second degree. In the latter 
station, he continued more than two years, when in 
February 1794, be was ordained as pastor of the 
new South Church in Boston. In this populous city, 
he had an opportunity for the exercise of all his 
talents, as a writer and speaker. A great portion of 
his hearers were of a literary character ; and he be- 
stowed more than common labor in preparing his 
public addresses. His labors were duly appreciated, 
and many listened to his sermons who seldom heard 
any from others. The attention of the young 
especially, was arrested ; and they were impressed, 
as well by his powerful appeals in the cause of piety 
and virtue, as by his elegant composition and grace- 
ful oratory. In 1810 he was chosen president of 
Harvard College. . Dr. Kirkland presided over this 
ancient University for eighteen years, with a high 
reputation as a scholar, a governor, and a gentleman. 
He was a man of various learning. As a philan- 
thropist, as a grammarian, and as a mathematician, 
very few were his equals. And his deportment was 
so pleasant and courteous, that his admonitions' and 
(»rders were always duly received. He acted as the 
guardian and friend, as well as the master of the 
students. Dr. Kirkland was very discriminating in 
his judgment. He formed truly just estimates of 
the characters of others ; of their moral qualities 
and literary attainments. He could be severe in his 
remarks on the conceited and vain ; but he was 
always more ready to do homage to real worth and 
good learning. The feeble state of his health in- 
duced him to resign the office of president in 1828. 
On leaving the ' University, he made the tour of 
Europe, and travelled into Syria and Egypt : and, 
returning, enjoyed a good degree of health, till a 
few months bemre his death, in April 1841. He re- 
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tained his wonted cheerfulness to the close of life : 
as a companion he was always pleasant and in- 
structive. Dr. Kirkland published several occasion- 
al sermons ; and biographical notices of Rct. Dr. 
Belknap, Hon. Fisher Ames, General Benjamin 
Lincoln, and of Professor W. D. Peck. 

KITTREDGE, Hon. THOMAS M. D. was a 
citizen of Andover, in the County of Essex, and 
long eminent as a surgeon and physician. These 
two practices are usually united in one person, in 
New England. The father and brothers of Dr. 
Kittredge have been greatly distinguished for their 
succ^ssAil practice, particularly as surgeons. Dr. 
Kittredge had his academical education, under Mas- 
ter Moody of Byfield ; and studied medicine with 
Dr. M. Sawyer, an eminent physician of Newbury- 
port. He began the practice in Andover, in 1768 : 
and in 1775 he received the appointment of surgeon 
to the regiment commanded by Colonel James- Fry ; 
and raised wholly or chiefly in the County of Essex. 
He did not continue long in that station ; his private 
business probably, induced him to leave the public 
service. There were also a great number of young 
physicians who made application for commissions in 
the army, in 1775 and 1776. Dr. Kittredge was an 
early member of the Massachusetts Medical Society; 
and in 1811, received the honorary degree of M. D. 
from Harvard University. He had a seat in the 
legislature several years, a part of the time in the 
Senate; and two years at the Council board, in 
1810 and 1811. He had the reputation of a sincere 
republican, an honest citizen, and a skilful surgeon. 
He survived to the age of seventy-two years ; and 
died in 1818 suddenly, of angina pectoris. 

KNOX, Gbnebal henry vm a hatiTe of Bo»> 
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ton, and his parents were of the laboring class. He 
was sometime in his youth with a book-binder ; but 
of an active enterprising spirit ; and before he was 
twenty-one, opened a bookstore in Cornhill, near the 
head of State street, Boston. It was called the Lon- 
don^ Bookstore ; for he was careful to have most of 
the valuable works published in London, for sale in 
his collection of books. His store was visited by the 
first people of the town, and by British officers, 
many of whom were then stationed in Boston. This 
was his occupation from 1770 to 1774. But during 
this time he belonged to a volunteer military com- 
pany raised in Boston ; and was the third, and then 
the second officer of the company. When it paraded 
for discipline it was often under his command ; and 
his appearance as a military man was very grace- 
ful and imposing. He was six feet in height, and 
well proportioned in his whole frame. He early es- 
poused the cause of liberty and of the country ; and 
in 1776 received a commission as Colonel of artillery. 
As an officer, he was brave and intelligent ; and 
always ambitious to discharge the duty assigned 
him. In 1776, he had the appointment of Brigadier- 
General, and the year after that of Major-General in 
the continental army ; and was at the head of the 
artillery department to the close of the war. In the 
battle of Germantown, October 1777, and in that of 
Monmouth, June 1778, General Knox was distin- 
guished for his promptness and activity : and 
he received the particular approbation of General 
Washington, the commander-in-chief of the army, 
for his efficient and timely efforts. . On the resig- 
nation of General Benjamin Lincoln, as secretary of . 
war, in 1784, General Knox was appointed to that 
office. — And when the federal government was or- 
ganized under the new constitution in 1789, he was 
called to that office by President Washington ; but 
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in 1794 he reaigned it, and retired for sometime from 
all public life. In 1796, he became an inhabitant of 
Maine, and built a spacious family mansion on St. ' 
George's river, where he owned a large tract of land. 
He afterwards held a seat in the Executive Council 
of Massachusetts for two years ; but was chiefly en* 
gaged in cultivating and improving his lands in 
Maine. He had a large and well chosen library of 
books ; and found time to read a good deal : and 
thus acquired extensive information. In his dispo- 
sition he was generous and benevolent, in his man-> 
ners bland, courteous and dignifled. He died in 
1806, at the age of flfty-six. 



CHAPTER X. 



LADD, WILLIAM was a native of New Hamp* 
shire, and had his public education in Harvard Col- 
lege with the class of 1797. He engaged in mercan- 
tile pursuits, and went several distant voyages, as 
supercargo or captain. He early discovered his dis- 
approbation of slavery, and spoke openly and in 
strong terms of its injustice, and its incompatibility 
with the spirit of the Christian religion. Mr. Ladd 
was also one of the early' friends of peace societies; 
and was indeed one of the most efficient members of 
the American association, designed to point out the 
evils of war, and to maintain peace among the na« 
tions of the earth ; and for several years, in the lat- 
ter part of his life, he was president of that benevo- 
lent association. He wtis successor of Rev. Dr. 
Worcester, who had also been a zealous and devoted 
advocate for peace. A peace society was formed in 
Massachusetts in 1815, and numbered several highly 
respectable characters as members. The object of 
the society is to show the unreasonableness and evils 
of war ; and especially its inconsistency with the 
spirit of Christianity. There has since been an 
American Peace Society formed, and the members 
are from different States in the Union. The Massa- 
chusetts society has become merged in the American. 
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Mr. Ladd was indefatigable in the cause till his 
. death; in 1841. 

liANGDON, Hon. JOHN was a citizen of Ports- 
mouth, in New Hampshire, and among the early 
and zealous advocates for American liberty and in- 
dependence. He had a i^at in the Continental Con- 
gress, in 1776, as a member from New Hampshire; 
and was several times elected to the same high sta- 
tion. He was a delegate from New Hampshire to 
the General Convention in 1787, for forming the 
federal Constitution. When the constitution was 
adopted by the States, and the federal government 
organized under it, Mr. Langdon was a senator from 
the State of New Hampshire ; and sometimes acted 
as Vice President of that truly dignified body. He 
was afterwards Chief Magistrate of New Hampshire. 
And in all these responsible stations, he discharged 
his duty with ability, and to the general acceptance 
of his feliow citizens. He reached a good old age ; 
and died full of honors as a useful servant of his na- 
tive State, and of the nation. 

LANGDON, Rev. SAMUEL D. D. was a native 
of Portsmouth, New Hampshire ; and had his edu« 
^ >pation in Harvard College, where he received his 
ftrst degree in 174a. He had the reputation of a 
good scholar from his youth, and was respectable as 
a minister and preacher of the gospel. For a num- 
ber of years he was connected with a church and so^ 
oiety in Portsmouth, and was much esteemed by his 

Kople. In 1774, he received the appointment of 
esident of Harvard College, as successor to Mr. 
Locke, who resigned. President Langdon had more 
than common learning, and was a good classical and 
mathematical scholar ; but deficient in energy and 
firmness necessary for a governor of the students* 
Finding his situation unpleasant, and aware of his 
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Improper lenit^^ he resigned the office in 1780, and 
took the pastoral charge of the church and people at 
Hampton Falls, in New Hampshire. In this situa-< 
tion he remained until his decease, in 1797, at the 
age of seventy-five. Dr. Langdon was of very stu-. 
diou9 habits ; and his information extensive on theo* 
logical subjects and ecclesiastical history. He pab- 
Hshed a volume on the prophetic Revelations of St. 
John — ^It gave evidence of learned research, and 
some of his hints are ingenious and original ; but 
like all other writers who have undertaken to ex- 
plain or interpret that enigmatical book, he failed to 
eonvince any one that he had succeeded in giving its 
true meaning. A great part of the book, at least, 
probably refers to events which occurred in the 
second, third, and fourth centuries; while other 
parts, not improbably, relate to much later periods ; 
and may not yet have been fulfilled. 

LATHROP, Rev. JOSEPH D. D. had his public 
education in Yale College, and was graduated in the 
year 1754. He was a descendant of Rev* John 
Lathrop (or Lothrop) the first minister of Barnsta- 
ble, Massachusetts ; and who came to Plymouth in 
1634. Dr. Lathrop was ordained over the church 
and congregation in West Springfield* in 1760, and 
continu^ in that station till his death in 1820, at 
the advanced age of eighty-seven. He was ^' of an 
exellent spirit," and '' a man greatly beloved " and 
esteemed for his many amiable traits of character, 
and his uniform christian virtues.— He fully de* 
served the praise of fidelity in the discharge of all 
his ministerial and pastoral duties ; and at the same 
time, mildness, candour and condescension were 
conspicuous in his whole deportment. He had the 
high reputation of a peace-maker. Where ever these 
were divisions and disputes in the churches, he was 
called in to advise and to deeide* He could never 
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be charged with party views ; but was always jii* 
dicious, impartial and couciliating. He received 
the degree of D. D. from Harvard University in 1811, 
and also from Yale College, his alma mater. His 
publications, most of them in his lifetime, were 
very numerous, but valuable-KJonsisting of occa- 
sional discourses, and a volume of sermons ; the lat- 
ter was given to the public by his friends after his 
decease. 

LEDYARD, JOHN was born in the town of 
Groton, near New London. He lost his father when 
he was quite young ; but his relations were kind to 
him, and gave him a good education ; and he was a 
short time in Dartmouth College, but did not remain 
the usual term required. He was principally dis- 
tinguished for his foreign travels and voyages ; for 
which he discovered a fondness in early life. He 
entered on board a ship for London, as a common 
seaman, in 1771. And afterwards he accompanied 
the celebrated Captain Cook in his third exploring 
voyage into the Pacific ocean, in a humble station, 
being corporal of marines. But by his good conduct, 
his faithful attention to duty, and his intelligence, 
he recommended himself to the commander. It was 
his. lot to witness the tragical end of that brave and 
enterprising officer. In 1781, he returned to America, 
but not being encouraged in his plans of nautical 
enterprise, he visited England again the year follow- 
ing; He proposed various plans for visiting and 
exploring the north'- west coasts, and the northern 
parts of America; but they failed. He however 
began a tour through the extreme northern parts of 
Europe, to the eastern part of Asia. In this journey 
he met very great difficulties and dangers, and 
suffered almost to starvation. By remarkable reso- 
Intion.and perseverance, he reached the sea of 
Kamtschatka ; but could pass no farther on account 



JOHN LEVERETT. 265 

of ice. When in England, liehacfthe good fortune 
to obtain. an introduction to Sir Joseph Banks; who, 
discovering his intelligence and great curiosity, 
afforded him pecuniary aid. By advice of Sir Joseph 
and others, Mr» Ledyard was induced to shape his 
future course for Egypt and Ethiopia : he had in- 
deed, already expressed a desire to visit those 
countries; He accordingly sailed from London, 
June 1778, and visited Alexandria and Cairo, and 
while preparing, at the last named city, to prosecute 
the residue of his journey, and to visit Sennaar, he 
was taken off by fever, January 1779. His letters 
from Alexandria and Cairo, show that he was an 
accurate observer of the countries and cities he vis- 
ited, and led his friends to expect much curious and 
useful information from his visits to Upper Egypt 
and Nubia. Mr, Ledyard is justly deserving the 
character of an enterprising and energetic man, but 
his labors and sufferings were really of little benefit 
to the world. 

LEVERETT; Hon. JOHN came early to Massa- 
chusetts, but not in the first company, in 1630. He 
was among the most intelligent and public spirited 
characters in the colony, from 1650 to his death, in 
1679. The greater part of that period, he held some 
important oflice. He was Major-General of the mili- 
tia ; a member of the House of General Assembly ; 
an assistant, or counsellor, for several years, and in 
1673, he was elected governor, though several of the 
council were older than he was. He had popular 
talents, and was esteemed able and upright in his 
administration. Few public men are long popular, 
unless they are really honest and impartial in their 
conduct. Mr. Leverett received the votes of the 
people for governor, from 1673 till his decease in " 
1679. Great lamentations were made at his death ; 
and a public funeral was ordered at the expense of 
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the government ; which is stated to have been far 
more imposing than common. 

LEVERETT, Hon. JOHN President of Harvard 
College, from 1707 to 1724, was grandson of the 
former. He received his public education in that 
seminary, where he was graduated in 1680. After 
he received his first degree, he remained several 
years at the college, and was tutor during a part of 
the presidency of Dr. Increase Mather. Dr. Mather 
was absent in England nearly four years, from 1688 
to 1691 — ^And Mr. Leverett and William Brattle, 
afterwards an able preacher of the Gospel in Cam* 
bridge, had the instruction of the students : and the 
college flourished highly under their government. 
They were among the most learned men of their age 
— and both members of the Royal Society in Lon- 
don. Mr. Leverett was sometime a member and 
speaker of the House of Representatives, a judge of 
probate, and a justice of the superior court of Massa- 
chusetts. He- was one of the most accomplished and 
popular men of his day. And his probity was equal- 
ly conspicuous as his learning and talents. On the 
death of Rev. Samuel Willard, in 1707, he was 
elected president of the college, and continued ia that 
very important station until his death, in 1724. His 
eulogists represent him ' as a man of vast learning 
and of genuine piety. Dr. Appleton, in a funeral 
discourse a few days after the death of President 
Leverett, said, " he was a pillar both of the Church 
and State, an honor and ornament to society, and 
the glory of New England." 

LILLIE, Captain JOHN was a native of Boston, 
bom about the year 1752; and having received a 
good common school education, was apprenticed to 
a cooper. Soon after the war of the Revolution be- 
gan, he entered the army [as a lieutenant of artillery ; 
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and at the close of the war,; held a captain's com- 
mission ; and was sometime also aid to Major-Gen- 
eral Henry Knox, who was at the head of the artillery- 
department. The military service of Captain Lillie, 
during the war for liberty and independence, as given 
in a letter to a superior military officer, after the war 
was over, is as follows — and many other officers of 
the American patriot army of 1775 and 1783 could, 
probably have given similar relations: '* I 'fought 
with you often in the same field, and bore with you 
the hardships and misfortunes which the incidents of 
war called us to encounter. It was my lot to be 
sometimes with a gallant regiment from Maryland, 
commanded by the brave Colonel Smallwood, and to 
see it wasted away by fatigues and hard fightings in 
defending the country. Too well, and with pain do I 
recollect many brave officers of that corps falling by 
our sides ; and it seemed as if we Were designated as 
targets for the enemy to fire at. But thank Heaven, 
some of us still live (1799) to repeat the tale of 
events, and condole with each other on the past catas- 
trophe — ^If my services in the-action on Long Island, 
^1776,) and assisting in the retreat from a very formi- 
aable British army — If, with six men in a small boat, 
after the evacuation of Governor's Island by our 
troops, I went over, unspiked some of the cannon, fired 
on the Roebuck, of forty-four guns, obliging her to 
slip her cables and retire to Staten Island, by which 
means we went over in the night with an hundred 
men and brought off all the guns and stores to New 
York — ^If the service performed with two twelve 
pounders in cannonading the Rose ship, from an 
open field, when commanded by Commodore Wallis, 
vma of any utility to our cause — If by assisting with 
two six pounders in defending Chatterton's Hill, in 
front of White Plains, four hours, in presence of the 
whole l^gUdi army, where you acted well your 
parti dod SD many brave men of your regiment fell 
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by our sides — If, on our retreat through the mire of 
New Jersey, bootless, and scarcely a shoe, when the 
soldiers were so disheartened that a whole brigade of 
militia to which I was then annexed, deserted me 
in one night, leaving my artillery without protection 
except a small band of veterans, which with some ad- 
dress I kept together by my company — If on that 
memorable, that most important night for America, 
when her liberty or bondage was vibrating by a 
silken thread, 1 did my duty at the attack of Tren- 
ton ; that night which may almost be said sealed the 
independence of our country — If in the advance of 
the army to Princeton, almost barefooted, over 
frozen ground, where the brave General Mercer fell, 
a few feet from my side, in the first of the attack — 
If at Chadsford, on the Brandy wine, I sustained the 
heat of the action and brought off my artillery safe 
— If, on that dark, dismal night, at the Paolis, with 
General Wayne and twelve hundred men, three hun- 
dred of whom were massacred, at the recollection of 
which the eye of humanity must ever weep, I 
brought off my artillery through morasses and 
woods, after having been surrounded by the enemy ; 
and being in front of the column with General 
Wayne, in the attack of Germantown, where we 
drove the grenadiers and guards nearly three miles, I 
supported a soldier's character through the day — If on 
that melting Sunday, in addition to my other duties, 
at Monmouth, I took the first prisoner by single 
combat, a Sergeant of grenadiers, with his arms, and 
brought him to General Lee, from whom we received 
early information of the enemy's position and strength 
^-If^ at the close of eight years' service, as far as I 
know my own heart, I sheathed a sword without a 
tarnish by dishonor, which had been the companion 
of my toils during that period — If still retaining an 
inflexible attachment for my country, its constitution 
and laws, with a desire to defend it, when necessary, 
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-against all its enemies — ^If there is any merit in 
these transactions, I would only claim my little share, 
by having done the duty assigned me on the theatre 
of the late war." 

This letter was addressed to General Samuel 
Smith of Maryland, then a member of Congress, 
Major Lillie soon after received an appointment as 
<5hief officef of the military post at West Point, and 
died soon after. His statement was true to tile 
letter, without undue boasting, or high coloring. 

LINCOLN, Major.General BENJAMIN was 
born in Hingham, 1733, and engaged, with spirit and 
resolution, in the political contest with Great Britain 
in 1775, and in the dispute which immediately pifH 
ceded the Revolution. His father was a Justice of 
the Peace, a Representative, and a Counsellor, sev- 
eral years. The son had a commission for the peace 
in 1762, a proof of his good character and his general 
intelligence, when under the age of thirty. He gave 
early indications of a fondness for military life ; for 
such a military life at least as might be proper for com« 
mand in the militia. At the age of twenty-two, he 
-was made Adjutant of a regiment in the county of Suf« 
folk, commanded by his father : and in 1772 he was 
appointed Lieutenant Colonel of the same regiment. 
He was also a member of the General Court from 
Hingham before the war of the Revolution. Colonel 
Lincoln was a delegate to the Provincial Congress of 
Massachusetts at Concord, October 1774; and was 
cbosea the first secretary of that patriotic assembly. 
He was also secretary of the second Congress, in 
February 1775, which convened at Cambridge ; and 
of the third, at Watertown, in May 1775, when a 
a House of Representatives was chosen to take place 
6f the Provincial Congress. And in February 1776^ 
he was appointed a Brigadiei^-General ; and in May 
following, Major-General of militia ; in which sta- 
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liou there was then much arduous servioe to be per- 
formed, ia organizing and equiping the men belong- 
ing to the several regiments. In 1776, when General 
Washington marched with the main army to New 
York, to meet the British troops there then landed. 
General Lincoln had the command given him of all 
the militia stationed at and near Boston harbor, for 
Ihe defence of th6 town, and the country in the vi* 
.^inity. Several regiments were in the field here, 
during the spring and summer of 1776. Washington 
soon discovered the character of Lincoln, as a brave, 
and resolute, yet cautious and judicious officer ; and 
one worthy of all confidence and trust. This opin*- 
ion was retained through the war. Washington, as 
well as others, considered General Lincoln as well 
qualified to command the whole army, should he 
himself be taken away. In many respects, however, 
he had an equally high opinion of General William 
Greene, of Rhode Island. In 1777^ Lincoln received 
a commission from Congress as Major-General in the 
Continental army : and soon after, was sent to take 
command of the northern army, under General Gates, 
to oppose the advances of Burguoyne, the British 
General, then marching from Canada to form a junc- 
tion with the British main army at New York. — 
General Lincoln rendered essential service in that 
campaign, in organizing the militia recruits, as they 
joined the continental troops. These troops proba- 
bly decided the fortune of that campaign ; and no 
one was better qualified to place them where they 
could perform efficient service, than General Lincoln. 
General Washington said, when he sent Lincoln to 
join that army, that ^' it is necessary to have a de- 
termined officer." He found that he was not mis- 
taken in his man. General Lincoln was wounded 
in the leg at this time, when in an exposed situation ; 
and after the capture of the British army, under 
General Burguoyne, he retired to bis family for some 
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months, till he was restored. The year following, 
when he was able to join the army, though not en- 
tirely cured of his wound, he was appointed to com- 
mand the American forces in the Southern depart- 
ment; understood to be at the particular request of 
the members of Congress from South Carolina. The 
British troops had great sway, at that time in 
Georgia and South Carolina ; and many of the citi- 
zens were discouraged. The enemy also received 
larger additions to their army, soon after Lincoln 
reached Savannah, thus making their force much 
stronger than the American : But still, as command^ 
er, he was active and indefatigable in collecting men 
and supplies, to meet the British in case of attack, 
and to affiird protection to the inhabitants. General 
Lincoln, was unfortunate in an attack he made 
on the enemy, by some apparent defect of proper 
caution ; h6 was surprised, and forced to retreat with 
great loss ; nearly one third of 'his men. In a second 
attack made on the enemy in South Carolina, a few 
months after, he was equally unsuccessful ; and his 
little army sustained a severe loss. In theise in- 
stances, General Lincoln discovered great bravery ; 
and it was not thought proper to attack the Brit- 
ish, for they were most powerful ; and he was ob- 
liged to retreat with loss. 

After this, he found it necessary to pass into South 
Carolina, and to entrench himself in Charleston., 
The French fleet, which sometime co-operated with 
him in Georgia, had now, October 1779, sailed for 
the West Indies. General Lincoln defended Charles- 
ton with great spirit and bravery for several months 
against the assault of a large body of British troops, 
who besieged it ; and would have held out much 
longer, but the inhabitants repeatedly urged him to 
surrender, to prevent the greater destruction of prop- 
erty and life. The extraordinary fatigues he en- 
duied, and a southern climate inji^red his health, 
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and he returned to his family in the north. He was 
at the capture of Lord Oornwallis in 1781 ; and 
was appointed by Washington to receive the sword 
of' the vanquished General, on that occasion. In 
1781, General Lincoln was appointed Secretary of 
War, by the continental Congress; and held that 
place two years, when he returned again to his fam- 
ily; The war was now closed ; and there was no 
necessity for his devoting himself to the public ser- 
vice. When a dangerous insurrection occurred in 
Massachusetts, in 1786, General Lincoln was ap- 
pointed to command the militia to subdue it He 
united great firmness and courage with forbearance 
and humanity ; and no one was better fitted to have 
military command in such a case. By his prompt- 
ness, the insurgents were soon quelled or dispersed, 
and tranquillity was restored to the Commonwealth. 
He was Lieutenant Governor of the State* in 1787. 
When the federal government was organized under 
the constitution of 1788, President Washington gave 
General Lincoln the office of Collector of the customs 
for Boston, a very -lucrative and honorable office, 
which he held till near his death in 1810. General 
Lincoln was a correct writer. Several important pam- 
pers written by him on agriculture, on the character 
of the Indians, &c. were published and well received. 
He died at the age of seventy-seven. 

LINCOLN, Hon. LEVI was a native of Hingham, 
and received bis public education in Harvard CoU 
lege, where he had his first degree in 177S. — He 
chose the legal profession, and early settled in Wor- 
cester. — He was clerk of the Court for that County 
in 1775, and in 1776, the Judge of Probate. He 
had a seat in the Senate of Massachusetts in 1797 ; 
and in 1801, was elected member of Congress. The 
same year, he was appointed Attorney General of 
the United States. In 1808, he had a seat at the 
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council board, as Lieutenant Governor ; and Chief 
Magistrate part of that year, after the death of Gov- 
ernor Sullivan. — In his religious opinions, Mr. Lin- 
coln ranked with the more liberal part of the chris- 
tian community. When Dr. Bancroft was ordained 
over an independent church and society in Worces- 
ter, in 1780, which was essentially Unitarian, he 
took an active part in the settlement ; and he lived to 
see the society increase and prosper equal to his high- 
est expectations. Mr. Lincoln died in 1820, at the 
age 01 seventy-one. In the domestic relations, Mr. 
Lincoln was highly estimable ; a kind and faithful 
husband, an affectionate father, desirous of the im- 
provement and respectability of his children. The 
character of the sons reflect honor on the memory of 
the parent. 

LITHGOW, Hon. WILLIAM was born in 
Georgetown, on Kennebec river, and near the spot 
' occupied by Popham and company, who made a 
temporary settlement there in 1607. The father of 
Mr. Lithgow was Judge of the Court of Common 
Pleas for the county of Lincoln for several years. 
The son was an ardent patriot in the memorable 
period of 1775. He had the commission of a Major 
in the continental army, in 1776 — and was in the 
Northern army when General Burgoyne was cap- 
tured, in October 1777. In one of the attacks on 
the British army, before the surrender of Burgoyne, 
he was badly wounded in the right arm. — After the 
war, Major Lithgow studied law, and engaged in the 
practice in the county of Lincoln. In 1787, he was 
a senator from that county ; and soon after was 
appointed Major-General of militia. In 1791, he 
received a commission as attorney for the United 
States, for the District of Maine. This office he held 
till his death, in 1796, at the age of forty-five. He 
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was highly esteemed by all his acquaiatance as an 
honorable and well principled man. 

LITTLE, Captain GEORGE was a native of 
Marshfield, in the County of Plymouth, and of an 
ancient and respectable family. Soon after the 
commencement of the war of the Revolution, he had 
command of an armed vessel, belonging to the State 
of Massachusetts : and performed some daring feats, 
for which he received high praise, as a man of 
courage and resolution. He continued in the naval 
service during the greater part of the war. In 1798, 
when the French committed depredations on the 
commerce of the United States, and threatened war, 
Captain Little received the command of a national 
frigate, and took several armed ships belonging to the 
French. Two years after, he resigned his public 
station and retired to his farm. He was a benevo- 
lent and honorable, as well as a brave man. And 
many years near the close of his life, he was a 
worthy member of the Christian Church in North 
Marshfield. 

LLOYD, Hon. JAMES L L. D. was a son of 
Dr. James Lloyd, an eminent physician of Boston, 
and received his preparatory classical education in 
that town ; and in 1787 took his first degree in Har- 
vard College. He early engaged in mercantile pur- 
suits, and became distinguished in that profession. 
No one of his time, or since, was better entitled to 
the character of an intelligent merchant. He visited 
Europe, and derived no little profit from the informa- 
tion acquired in his residence in that part of the 
world. His knowledge of commerce was much in- 
creased by the visit. After the age of forty, Hr. 
Lloyd engaged in political inquiries and concerns. 
At that period, every patriotic citizen took an interest 
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in the affairs of the country. And in a Aree govern- 
ment, indeed, there never is a time, perhaps, when 
a 'good citizen may neglect attention to measures 
necessary for the public welfare and prosperity. 
Mr. Lloyd was a member of the House and of the 
Senate of the Massachusetts legislature as early as 
1800. And in 1807 was elected senator in the Con- 
gress of the United States. He remained in this 
high and honorable station several years, when the 
feeble state of his health induced him to resign it. 
After this, Mr. Lloyd was again chosen into the 
Senate of the United States, but his health was^ still 
infirm, and he did not continue the whole term for 
which he was elected. While a member of the 
Senate he was particularly attentive to the interests 
of the State he represented, as well as faithful to 
those of the whole nation. And, from his intelligence, 
courtesy, and candor, his influence was command- 
ing with his contemporary legislators. Mr. Lloyd 
died in 1833, at the age of sixty-foUr. 

LOTHROP, Hon. ISAAC was a citizen of Ply- 
mouth, and educated in Harvard College, with the 
class graduated in 1726. Mr. Lathrbp was of the 
fourth generation from Rev. John Lothrop, the first 
minister of Barnstable, who came into Plymouth col- 
ony in 1634. He was called into public service when 
young, and held offices of trust and importance until 
his death. He was the representative of his native 
town to the General Court, and one of the executive 
council : and for some of the last years of his life, a 
Justice of the Court of Common Pleas. He also held, 
public office in the town of Plymouth. He died in 
1750, at the early age of forty- two. Few men were 
so much respected and beloved. He was as estima- 
ble in private life as he was honored in public. He 
had the character of a benevolent, honest, public 
spirfted man ; and at his death there were great 
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lamentations, and public addresses; in which his 
loss was deplored, as a great calamity to the town, 
the county, and the province. The chief justice of 
the court, Mr. Sever, said, " he was blessed with 
many valuable /endowments, which rendered him 
highly useful to the Common weath, as well as to his 
family and friends. Under the many smiles of for- 
tune he was not unduly elated,^ but he behaved with 
great modesty and good temper. He was indeed, a 
gentleman of great worth. His religion and piety 
were undissembled and pure ; and such as gave him 
repose in the hour of death. , He chose rather to be, 
than to appear good. His charaQter was unstained 
for honor and virtue ; of great humanity and good- 
ness in the temper of his mind. He was our brother, 
in that he sat in judgment with us here. He was 
also our friend, for he was so to all mankind." 
Judge Oliver, who was then on the bencli for the first 
time, said, " integrity was^ a prevailing part of his 
character. His hand would have been always shut 
against an ofier to betray his innocence, if the severi- 
ty of his virtue had not been too well known to pre- 
vent any one daring the temptation of a bribe. 
Bribed, indeed, he once was : but it was a bribe from 
virtue herself. Her pleasures were a bribe so great 
as to retain him inflexible in her cause, and to ren- 
der him deaf to all other addresses." 

LOTHRdP, Rev. JOHN D. D. descended from 
Rev. John Lothrop, first minister of Barnstable, 
was a native of Norwich, Connecticut, and had his 
public education in the College at Princeton, in New 
Jersey ; where he was graduated in 1763. He was 
sometime under instruction in theology with Rev. 
Eleazer Wheelock, at Lebanon. In 1768, he received 
ordination as pastor of the second Congregational 
Church and Society in Boston,— and' there labored 
with great acceptance and success, until his death, 
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in 1816. During this period, Dr. Lothrop belonged 
to several societies, and held offices of great responsi- 
bility ; and he was always ready to serve the in- 
terests of religion and learning in any situation. 
He was an early member of the American Academy 
of Arts and Sciences, and of the Massachusetts 
Humane Society. He was long a member of the 
Board of Overseers of Harvard College ; and several 
years one of the Corporation. As a pastor he was 
attentive, faithful, and sympathetic. He was. truly 
a son of consolation. His theological views were 
liberal ; and he was well received by other societies 
than his own, when he preached to them. He sur- 
vived to his seventy-third year ; and was the oldest 
clergyman in Boston at his death ; venerable, courte- 
ous, and candid. His attachment, to civil liberty 
was evinced on various public occasions, and through 
his whole life. He delivered patriotic discourses in 
1770 and 1776, and afterwards. But he was an equal- 
ly zealous advocate for constitutional law and order. 
He uniformly gave his support to the government of 
Washington and Adams, to Gov. Bowdoin, Hancock, 
Adams, Sumner and Strong. His voice was in favor 
'of an efficient militia, as the only preventive of 
anarchy, and of a standing army ; and in support of 
common schools, as necessary to prepare youth to 
be true and intelligent republicans. 

LOWELL, FRANCIS CABOT a son of Judge 
Lowell, noticed below, was educated in Harvard 
College, and received his degree in 1793. He had 
an uncommon spirit of activity and enterprize ; but 
united with caution and good judgment. He was 
not a heedless speculator. He made deliberate 
calculations, before engaging in any new project- or 
unusual line of business. He early engaged in the 
establishment of a factory for cotton cloth, in Mas- 
sachusetts ; and made it a profitable business ; thus 

24 



278 JOHN LOWELL. 

furnishing an example and an inducement to others 
to establish factories to a great extent in the State* 
The factory at Waltham, for cotton fabrics, was 
ably and prudently conducted. Mr. Lowell often 
inspected it personally, and was careful to employ 
persons competent to the business. But, although a 
man of active habits, and using a good degree of ex- 
ercise, he was subject to dyspepsy ; and, suffering 
several years from this most discouraging disease, 
fell a victim to its ravages, in 1817 — ^at an age a little 
past the common lot of mankind, being forty-three. 

The town of Lowell, where the largest manufac- 
ture of cotton cloths in Massachusetts is known, re- 
ceived its name from this enterprising man. 

LOWELL, JOHN a son of the above named 
Francis C. Lowell, was a merchant in Boston, in- 
terested also in the factories in the interior of the 
State, erected by the influence and the funds of his 
father. He was of the true Boston stamp of mer- 
chants ; enterprising, intelligent, and honorable. 
But the feeble state of hi§ health induced him to 
travel, when he was little more than thirty ; and he 
visited Europe ; and thence passed into the western 
part of Asia, and into Africa, through lower and up- 
per Egypt. But his disease was too deeply seated 
to be eradicated. He died on the second year of his 
foreign sojourning, 1836 ; at the age of thirty ; not, 
however, without a noble expression of his regard 
for his native place ; the influence of which will con- 
tinue to bless its citizens for ages to come. He be- 
queathed two' hundred thousand dollars, for the pur- 
pose of supporting several courses of public lectures, 
yearly, on science and literature, religion and his- 
tory, by the most learned men in the country. All 
classes of the people have the privilege of attending 
these, lectures. — There are four or five different 
courses in a year, consisting often or twelve lectures 
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for evety course. This is a great privilege, and is 
s(? esteemed by the people. They have been attend- 
ed by as many as can be convened in any one build- 
ing or room, in the city. For this very useful and 
5>opular establishment, the memory of the generous 
bunder must be cherished, for ages, with the most 
grateful and respectful sentiments. 

LOWELL, Hon. JOHN L L. D. son of Judge 
Lowell, was born at Newburyport, and received his 
education in Harvard College, with the class of 
1786. He was then a good classical scholar, and 
afterwards had a character for extensive learning, — 
he wielded a powerful pen, and wrote with great 
point and piquancy. Several of his publications 
were in the style of the severest philippic ; and 
were addressed to politicians, whom he believed cor- 
rupt or weak. Some of his compositions of this 
character, though very able, had little effect, as thev 
appeared to be dictated by prejudice or party feel- 
ings. He was much opposed to the war of 1812, 
and wrote with great severity against those. who 
favored it. Mr. Lowell chose the profession of 
J^vTj and had extensive practice many years. He 
livas also a representative and a senator in the legis- 
lature of Massachusetts ; and had uncommon influ- 
ence in ^^^^ of^ those bodies. He studied theology, 
and ecclesiastical history more than most layman 
do, and published several pamphlets in favor of the 
more liberal class of Christians. He was twelve 
years a member of the corporation of Harvard Uni- 
versity, and no one perhaps was more devoted or 
more attentive to the interests of that ancient semi- 
nary. Mr. Lowell devoted a great portion of time, 
in the last thiijty years of his life, to agriculture and 
horticulture. His grounds were highly cultivated ; 
and he took pleasure in personal attention and in- 
spection of his fruit trees, vegetables and shrubbery. 
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He studied botany, and could explain the subject by 
detail and experiments in a happy manner. Mr. 
Lowell died in 1841, at the age of seventy. 

LOWELL, Hon. JOHN L L. D. was a son of 
Rev. John Lowell, of Newburyport, and was edu- 
cated in Harvard College, with the class of 1760. 
He engaged in the profession of law, and was in the 
practice in his native town till 1777, when he. re- 
moved'to Boston, and there entered upon an exten- 
sive sphere of business in his profession. His opin- 
ion on the subject of the political dispute with Eng- 
land, is evident from the confidence his fellow 
citizens, in the patriotic town of Newburyport, re- 
posed in him, by choosing him one of their repre- 
sentatives in 1777. In 1778, the year after he 
removed to Boston, he was also one of the represen- 
tatives in the General Court. And in 1782 he was a 
member of Congress from Massachusetts. In all 
these stations, he proved himsetf worthy of the trust 
reposed in him. He was intelligent, active, and 
judicious. For most of the time, however, from 
1778" to 1789, he was devoted to his profession, and 
rose to the first eminence among the barristers in 
the State. He was liearned as a jurist, powerful as 
an advocate, and of undeviating probity. In 1789, 
when the federal government was organized, he was 
appointed the judge of the United States Court for 
the district of Massachusetts. His conduct in this 
ofiice was highly approved ; for he was alike prompt 
and impartial. In 1800, he was appointed Chief 
Justice of the Circuit Court of th,e United States^ 
but held the office only one year ; in 1801, the Court 
was abolished. After that period. Judge Lowell re- 
tired from public life, and spent the last six years in 
the society of his family and friends : respected by 
all who knew him, and endeared to all who were 
his intimate associates. Judge Lowell pleaded the 
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canse of an African held in slavery, gratis, before 
the Supreme Judicial Court of Massachusetts, in 
1783, and obtained a verdict for his client. An 
action was commenced in the lower court, in the 
County of Worcester, 1781, (the year after the con- 
stitution of the State was aaopted ; which declares 
as a fundamental and universal truth, that, all men 
are born free and equal,) against the owner of a 
slave, for an assault and battery by the master. 
His defence was, that the person beaten was his 
slave, and he might strike him at his pleasure. 
The master was convicted of an assault, and fined. 
The decision of the court was, that the man beaten 
or assaulted, was not a slave, and that no law of 
the State authorised one man to hold another as such. 
From that time, public opinion in Massachusetts was 
decidedly against slavery. Those few who contin- 
ued in domestic servitude, did so voluntarily. 

24* 
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MANLY, JOHN a naval commander during the 
greater part of the Revolutionary war, was a citizen 
of Marblehead, in Massachusetts. He was an ar- 
dent patriot, and engaged in the service of the coun- 
try on the sea, at a very early period. In the latter 
part of the year 1775, he took several English trans- 
ports bound for the army, under General Gage, in 
Boston. He had a commission as commander of an 
armed vessel from General Washington, with author- 
ity to attack, capture, and bring into some port in 
Massachusetts, any British vessel he might meet. — 
The vessels he captured were bf great use to the 
American army ; having clothing, and woollen goods, 
and a variety of military stores. His success was 
very great, and his praises uttered by every one at 
that perioa. When sometime in the year after, a 
frigate was built by Massachusetts, Capt. Manly re- 
ceived the command of her. But his usual success 
did not attend him in this larger vessel. He indeed 
captured one large ship belonging to the British ; but 
meeting with a ship of war of greater force than the 
vessel which he commanded, he was taken and 
thrown into prison, where he suffered severely, and 
was detained a prisoner a long period. In 1782, he 
^as again entrusted with the command of an(9ther 
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frigate ; but sailing to the West Indies, he unfortu- 
nately fell in the way of three British ships of the 
line, and wsts driven ashore. They did not, howev- 
er, succeed in capturing or destroying his vessel. — 
They cannonaded him two or three days, and did 
his vessel some injury, but he made his escape from 
his formidable enemy, and returned to Boston. He 
was destined, like many other brave men, to suffer 
prosecution, on charges made by one of his officers, 
which, if well founded in part, were not sufficient to 
deprive a good public servant of all praise. Some 
improprieties of conduct, laid to his charge, were 
believed to be true ; but not such as to prove base 
and dishonorable motives, nor want of courage as a 
public officer. He died in 1793, at the age of sixty ; 
and many mourned his death, as that of one who 
merited the gratitude of the country. 

MANNING, Rev. JAMES was an eminent Bap- 
tist Clergyman ; and several years President of the 
College in Rhode Island, now called Brown Univer- 
sity. Mr. Manning was ilhe first President of that 
institution, when founded in 1770, at Warren. He 
held that station until his death in 1791. He was 
respectable as a scholar and a theologian, and very 
acceptable as a preacher. For several years, after 
the college was removed to Providence, he sustained 
the office of pastor of the first Baptist Church in that 
town. He was called an evangelical preacher ; but, 
he-was more catholic in his opinions than most 
others of his denomination. He was occasionally in 
public poUtical life ; and at one time a member of 
Congress. He had a good spirit of government ; and 
under his superintendence, the college became very 
prosperous and extensively useful. 

MATHER, Rev. COTTON D. D. F. R. S. was 
son of Rev. Dr. Increase Mather, and received his.fijtet 
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degree in Harvard College, in the year 1678. He 
was very studious from his youth; and was re- 
puted the most learned man in Massachusetts. He 
read much, and had a good memory : But he bad 
less judgment than his father, or many other divines 
of that day. He was also vain of his learning, and 
ostentatious and pedantic in the display he made of 
it. And with ail his learned lore, he was very 
injudicious, and often decided incorrectly in the or- 
dinary concerns of life. He was also prone to su- 
perstitious opinions and apprehensions. The pre- 
tended witchcraft at Salem was fully credited by 
him ; and he, in fact, urged the prosecution of many 
a poor ignorant but innocent person, even to the 
death, as having committed a capital crime, re» 
nounced God and given their allegiance to the Devil. 
This was a sad delpsion ; and it is truly surprising 
that men of learning should have fallen into such an 
error. Dr. Mather published a history of the early 
churches in New England, with biographical notices of 
eminent men of the first and second generations; and 
he published sermons almost without number. They 
make a great display of learning, but he wanted good 
taste and judgment. He had a desire to dictate or 
to interfere with the civil affairs of the colony. He 
sought to influence the Governor and General Court; 
and when they would not follow his advice, he was 
severe in his censures. Before his time, the clergy 
were often consulted by the civil magistrates ; and 
some of the former were willing to control in political 
as well as ecclesiastical affairs. Dr. Mather did not 
long survive his venerable father. He died in 1728, 
at Uie age of sixty-six. 

MATHER, Rev. INCREASE D. D. was a son 
of Rev. Richard Mather of Dorchester, and educated 
in Harvard College, with the class of 165& He had 
a high character for learning, and was an able Uico- 
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logian. He settled in Boston, at the north part of 
the town> over the second congregational society. — 
There were at that period several learned divines in 
the colony ; but none were superior to Mr. Mather. 
He was made Rector, and then President of Harvard 
College, though still the pastor of a church in Boston. 
He visited England in 1 6§8, as 'a private or informal 
agent, to make known the grievances of the people 
under the arbitrary administration of Sir Edmund 
Andros, who was made governor in December 1686, 
and the General Court discontinued. He was the 
principal agent in procuring the second charter for 
Massachusetts, of William and Mary, in 1691 ; which 
was disapproved on some accounts, particularly as it 
provided for the appointment of Governor of the 
Province by the King, instead of an election by the 
people in the Province, as had been the case under the 
first charter. But in some respects the second char- 
ter was better than the first ; as it expressly guaran- 
teed liberty of conscience in religious worship and 
discipline, and provided for a proper judicial tribunal 
separate from the legislative and executive branches 
of the government. Mr. Mather acted as president' 
of the college several years after his return to Bos- 
ton ; when it was objected to him, that he was pas- 
tor of a church at a distance, and could not therefore 
fully discharge the duties of President. He left the 
office, however, with the good will and esteem of the 
governors of the college ; and about this time received 
the degree of "D. D., the first conferred by the cor- 
poration of that literary institution. He died in 
1783, at the age of eighty-four. 

MAXEY, Rev. JONATHAN D. D. was the im- 
mediate successor of Rev. Mr. Manning, as President 
of Brown University. He had received his educa- 
tion in that seminary, and was among the most dis- 
tinguished of its graduates. He waa elected Presi- 
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deQt, at a more early age than is commoo, bat hit 
character as a scholar and a man of talents was very 
high. He wrote with ease, correctness and elegance : 
bis style was flowing and ornate, yet exhibiting 
much energy of thought, ^e also surpassed most 
of his contemporaries in his elocution.' He remained 
only a few years, however, as President of Browa 
University. He accepted 'an invitation to be princi^ 
pal of a college in South Carolina ; and accordingly 
removed to that State. But his health became in- 
jured by the climate ; and he survived only a few 
years, after his removal. The views of Dr. Maxey 
on revealed religion were similar to those of Rev. 
Dr. Toulmin of England, and of Dr. Mayhew and 
others of his school in New England. He was an 
independent and honest inquirer after the truth ; and 
be urged the right and duty of exercising reason, in 
judging of the true meaning of revelation. The sys- 
tem of Calvin did not receive his assent nor appro- 
1)ation. He had a more elevated and liberal view 
of the Christian religion ; believing it addressed to 
man as a rational and accountable being ; and as 
designed, not for the exclusive benefit of a /cm? ; but 
for the enlightenment and improvement of all man- 
kind. 

MAYHEW, Rev. JONATHAN D. D. was a son 

of Experience Mayhew, named below ; and one of 
the most able theological writers of his time. He 
was born in 1720, and received his public education 
in Harvard College, in 1744. While a member of 
the College, he had the reputation of a hard student 
and a good scholar. . His age was then such that 
he profited probably more than had he passed his 
college life when six or eight years younger. After 
he left college he pursued his ' theological ' studies 
with great industry : and was settled over the west 
Church in Boston, in less than three years after 
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taking his first degree. But even then, at the age 
of twenty-seven, he was distinguished fot strong 
and discriminating powers of intellect, and ardent 
and benevolent affections. He was a close thinker, 
and searched any subject presented for discussion or 
examination, with great attention and thoroughness. 
Before he was thirty years old, he published several 
discourses, on the '* right of private judgment," and 
" the use of reason in examining revelation," which 
gained for him the character of a powerful reasoner, 
and an able defender of true protestant principles. 
These discourses were re-published in England, and 
gave him a high reputation in that country, as a 
scholar and a divine. And at that time, when he 
was only twenty-nine years of age, he received the 
degree of D. D. from the University of Aberdeen in 
Scotland. His literary industry was very great^ 
and he published more, within fifteen years from 
the time above mentioned, than any individual had 
done in America; but submitted nothing to the 
press, except what merited publication. 

His works exhibited great reflection, and maturity 
of ^thought and study. His perceptions were re- 
markably clear ; and his attention and study of the 
subjects of his consideration far more close and tho- 
rough than most others. But Dr. Mayhew was a 
faithful pastor a^id impressive preacher. No one ap- 
peared to labor more sincerely for the spiritual wel- 
fare of his people. He preached to th^m in season 
and out of season. He was desirous to have them 
well grounded in the faith of the gospel — to be real 
and rational believers. And to be duly sensible of 
their obligations to all holiness and virtue. In. doing 
this, he often spoke comparatively light of specula- 
tive faith. His doctrines were according to godliness, 
and not in conformity to the creeds of fallible men. 
For this independence and honesty, he was some-' 
times severely censured ; but it did not move him 
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from his high purpose of learning his divine Master's 
will from the scriptures, and declaring that will, and 
nothing but that will, as necessary to. salvation. His 
principal work was a defence of the Congregational 
form of government, and the equality of Christian 
ministers, in opppsition both to the Church of Rome, 
and of England. His opponents were silenced, by 
his strong reasons and arguments. His other publi- 
cations were numerous. He died in 1766, at the age 
of forty-six, leaving the character of an ardent pat- 
riot, a learned theologian, and a benevolent man. 

MAYHEW, THOMAS came to Massachusetts in 
1632, and resided at Mystic sometime ; but in 1641, 
removed to the Vineyard, and there lived to a great 
age. He purchased a large tract of land on that 
island, of the native Indians ; and always lived on 
friendly terms with them. — At that time they were 
very nurherous. He and his son Thomas early en- 
gaged in teaching the Indians the doctrines of Chris- 
tianity, and made many sincere converts. They b<B- 
gan their labors in this way a short tinle even before 
^r. Eliot of Roxbury preached to the Indians. The 
son was entirely devoted to this- benevolent object ; 
but was lost at sea, when on a voyage to England, 
when he was only about thirty years/ of age. The 
father attended to the good work after the death of 
his son : and he instructed several of the Indians so 
that they became regular preachers to their brethren ; 
and several small churches were formed on the 
Vineyard. His grandson and great-grandson were 
also religious teachers to the Indians, and were hap- 
pily instrumental in promoting the spiritual good of 
many of them. Rev. Experience May hew, the 
father of the learned Dr. Jonathan Mayhew, was 
also a teacher to the tribe of Indians at Gayhead, on 
the Vineyard, many years. He was a man of talents 
and learning, and published a work with the title of 
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** Grace defended ; " in which he departed some- 
what from the Calvinistic creed, and contended 
that man had naturally a power to' do something 
towaids his conversion and salvation. It was scrip* 
tural and rational, yet was not f ally approved by 
those who made Calvin's institutes their standard 
rather than the Sacred Volume. Zachariah May* 
hew was a son of Experience, and the last of the 
name, who acted as missionary to the Vineyard In* 
dians. He lived to a great age, and died in the year 
1803. 

McEEAN, Rev. JOSEPH D. D. a native of 
Londonderry, New Hampshire, and aii alumnus of 
Dartmouth College, in the class of 1778, was several 
years pastor of the first Church and Society in Bev^ 
erly. He was settled there in 1782, and continued 
till the year 1802, when he was elected president of 
Bowdoin College, then recently founded at Bruns«- 
wick, in Maine. Dr. McKean had the character of 
a good scholar and a correct writer ; and was a 
popular preacher. But he had rather solid and user 
fill qualities, than brilliant. He dischai^ed the im^ 
portant duties devolving c»i him, both as a clergy«r 
snan and the principal of a literary seminary, with 
great fidelity. He was well qualified to be at the 
head of a college, as his conduct exhibited equal 
mildness and decision, mederaticm and firmness* 
Dr. McKean died in 1807, at the age of fifty-six. 

McKBAN, Rjv. JOSEPH D. D. L L, D. was 
a native of Beaton, and after a good classical edu* 
cation in the Latin school in that town, and the 
usual term of four years as a student in Harvard 
College, received his first degree there, in 1794. 
V^Tith a quick apprehension, and unoommcnly correot 
conceptions, and a good degreis of application, he left 
the university with the reputatioUf well-deser ved» of 
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a ripe scholar, and giving much promise of future 
eminence. He spent two years after leaving college 
as a teacher of youth ; ai|d, having devoted much 
of his time to theological subjects, chiefly under the 
directions^ of the learned Dr. John Eliot of Boston, 
he began to preach a short time before taking a 
second degree, and was^ ordained over the Church 
and Society in Milton. After a few years, he found 
his health impaired; and at his request, on that 
account, was dismissed from the pastoral office in 
that place. He preached occasionally, however, as 
his health would permit ; for the Christian ministry 
was his deliberate choice, and it was his highest 
pleasure to impart religious instruction to his fellow 
men. He knew the controling influence of Chris- 
tianity, and wished to persuade others to peld to its 
mild and purifying spirit For about nine years, 
from 1809 to 1818, he occupied the chair of professor 
of rhetoric and oratory in Harvard College; being 
the immediate successor of Hon. Jphn Ct Adamd. 
He often preached dufing this period, and was in- 
vited to take the pastoral charge of the first Church 
in the city of Boston. But his health, which was 
still precarious, probably prevented his accepting the 
invitation. He visited one of the islands in the 
West Indies, for the recovery of his health ; but the 
experiment was not successful in the object proposed 
and sought. He fell a victim to disease in 1818, at 
the age of forty-two. Dr. McKean possessed strong 
powers of imagination, as well as good taste and 
ri<^h treasures of useful leariiing. His compositions 
were sometimes labored, often ornate, and always 
indicative of *an ardent temperament He usually 
spoke with power, and made an impression on his 
hearers; for he spoke with perfect sincerity, and 
from thorough conviction of the truth and import- 
ance of what be said. He published several ser- 
mons and orktions, a beautiful memoir of his friend 
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the Rev. Dr. Eliot; and several articles in the Re- 
yiews and Magazines of the day. 

MELLEN, PRENTISS L L. D. was a native of 
Lancaster, and received his public education in Har* 
yard College, where he was graduated in 1784. He 
read law with Mr. Barrister Bourne, of Barnstable, 
and commenced the practice in Bridgewater; but 
soon removed to Portland. He had an extensive 
practice as a lawyer many years in Maine ; and at- 
tended the judicial courts in all the counties. He 
was an able jurist, and a popular pleader at the bar. 
He had a seat in the supreme Executive Council in 
Massachusetts, and also in the Senate of the United 
States. In 1820, when Maine became an indepen* 
dent State, Mr. Mellen was appointed Chief Justice 
of the highest judicial tribunal in the Common- 
wealth. He presided with ability, promptness, im- 
partiality and dignity ; and continued in that im- 
portant station until he was seventy years of age, in 
1836, beyond which 4he constitution did not allow a 
judge to temain in office. His health was so firm, 
however, that he -engaged in the practice after re* 
tiring from the bench ; and as a counsellor was often 
consulted. Judge Mellen died in 1841, at the age pf 
seventy-six. He enjoyed the friendship and respect 
pf all who were well acquainted with his characterj 
which was that of a learned, benevolent, public 
spirited, and religious man. 

MELYILLE, THOMAS Esq. had his public 
education in Princeton College, New Jersey, and re- 
ceived his first degree in 1769. He was also admit- 
ted to a degree in Harvard College, in 1773. He 
early settled in Boston, and was an enterprising 
merchant, and a zealous patriot. He joined the 
resolute band of young men, who destroyed the tea 
on board two British ships in Boston harbor, in De- 
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cember 1773. The people had resolved not to bay 
or use tea, as there was a high duty laid upon it, to 
come out of their pockets, for augmenting the Brit- 
ish revenue, and not for the .benefit of the Province. 
If or was the law imposing the duty, passed by the 
representatives of the people in the colony, but by 
the parliament in England, in which the colonists 
had no voice nor representatives. Every effort was 
made, by application to the agent and factor of the 
owners of the tea, as well as to the consignees, and 
to the governor, to order back the tea: but all 
proved ineffectual ; and after two days of delay and 
unsuccessful application, early in the evening of the 
third day of the meetings of the citizens, a body of 
young men, about sixty or seventy, proceeded to the 
vessels, and cast the chests of tea into the water of 
the bay. No personal violence was done or off<$red 
to any one, and no injury to the vessels. There 
were a fefw other unlawful acts committed, simikir 
to this, by the citizens, between 1765 and 1776 ; as 
that of burning the effigies of Mr. Oliver, the stamp 
distributor,-^the rescue of a vessel, seized under ciT'^ 
cumstances of great provocation, by the officers of 
the customs ; and the injury done to the house dud 
papers of Governor Hutchinson; but these weie 
perpetrated at a time of great excitement, and with- 
out the countenance of the leading characters among 
the whigs. The one most wanton and most regret* 
ed, was that committed on the house and papers of 
Governor Hutchinson. Mr. Melville had a commis- 
sion as a Major, part of the war of the Revolution ; 
and after the war was over he held an office in the 
department of the customs, several years, and'until 
he was seventy -six years of age. • 

MINOT, GEORGE RICHARDS was a native of 
Boston, and had his public education in Harvard 
College, with the class of 1778. He studied law. 



and at the end o{ (btee years, opened an office for 
practice in Boston. Even at that early period of 
life, he had a high character for talenti^, learning and 
probity. And he always enjoyed, in an uncommon 
degree, the confidence of his fellow citizens. In his 
deportment also, he has mild and conciliating; and 
no one perhaps had fewer enemies. Mr. Minot was 
sometime clerk of the House of Representatives, and 
isecretary of the Oonvention in Massachusetts, which 
adopted the Constitution of the United States, in 
1788. In 1792, he was appointed judge of probate 
for the County of Suffolk, on the resignation of Judge 
Wendell. He was an excellent writer, and his pub- 
lications prove him to have been a man of close ob- 
servation and extensive knowledge. His history t)f 
Massachusetts, following the period included in that 
by Hutchinson, was favorably received by the best 
scholars in the country ] and was far more in the 
true historical style and manner than the other. On 
the death of that great and good man, General Wash- 
ington, December 1799, Judge Minot was selected by 
the general voice of the citizens of Boston, to pro- 
nounce his eulogy. The oration did full justice to the^ 
extraordinary personage whom it portrayed and cel- 
ebrated, but was perfectly chaste ^nd free from all 
exaggerated expressions of praise. With a very dis- 
criminating taste, with great industry and an un- 
common spirit of inquiry, he made acquirements in 
various departments of literature : And was thus 
qualified to be an instructive and interesting compan- 
ion. Judge Minot died January 1802, in the forty* 
fourth year of his age. 

MOODY, SAMUEL had his education in Har- 
vard College, and received his first degree in the 
year 1746. He studied theology, and preached 
sometime after he left college, and then engaged In 
the instruction of youth ; and particularly in pre- 
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paring young men for entering the uni^rsity. The 
greater part of his life was devoted to this honorable 
and intellectual employment For nearly thirty 
years he wap Master of the Dummer Academy, 
established at Newbury in 1762, designed to give 
young men a good classical education: and Mr. 
Moody was fully Competent to the task. Some of 
the best scholars educated in Harvard College^ six- 
ty and eighty years ago, were first under his tuition : 
as Tbeophilus Parsons and brothers, Dr. Thonoas 
Kittredge, Samuel Phillips, Dr. D. Tappan, E. 
Pearson, L L. D., R. King, D. A. Tyng, W. Prescolt, 
B. Pickman, &c. Mr. Moody died suddenly in 
1785, at the age of sixty-one. 

MORTON, Rev. CHARLES B. D. came to New 
England in 1685, and was minister of Charlestown 
several years. He died there in 1698. He had his 
education in Wadham College, Oxford; and his 
reputation was very high as a scholar. He devoted 
several year^ to the instruction of youth. Several of 
his pupils were distinguished characters in England, 
twenty and thirty years afterwards. He bad the 
expectation of being President of Harvard College, 
when he came to Boston ; but from some cause aid 
not receive the election. . He was, however, a Fel- 
low of the College, and sometime Vice President. 
And he gave lectures to the pupils at his house in 
Charlestown ; which was not approved by the gov- 
ernors of the college. There seems to have been 
0ome rivalshrp, or jealousy towards him. Perhaps 
the elder Dr. Mather did not well like his great repu- 
tation as a learned man. Several of his works were 
published. But he was not a very voluminous 
writer. He thought '^ a great book a great evil." 
The title of one pamphlet he wrote, was " the little 
peace maker," another, " advice to candidates for the 
ministry," another, <' th^ way of good men, for wise 
men to walk in." 
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MORTON, Hon. PEREZ was a native of Ply. 
mouth, and had his public education in Harvard 
College, with the class of 1771. He studied law ; 
but tibe war of the Revolution prevented his en- 
gaging .in the practice, when he completed his 
studies. The subject of the contest with England 
absorbed all other concerns. Mr. Morton was an 
ardent patriot ; and when quite young took a de- 
cided part with the friends of civil liberty. In 1776| 
he was one of the Committee of Safety for Boston ; 
and in 1776, was appointed Deputy Secretary ; Mr. 
Samuel Adams, then the Secretary, being also a 
member of the continental Congress, which met at 
Philadelphia. After a few years, he opened an of- 
fice, as attorney at law, in Boston, and was in ex- 
tensive practice for a long period. As an eloquent 
writer and speaker, very few, in this country, have 
surpassed Mr. Morton. He always used good lan- 
guage, and spoke with propriety and effect. He 
often had a seat in the General Court, and was also 
Speaker-^ of the House t>f Representatives. In 1808, 
he was appointed Attorney General of Massachii- 
8etts; and continued in that important office until 
the year 1833, when he resigned on account of his 
advanced age, and the infirm state of his health. He 
died in 18^, at the age of eighty-seven. 
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NORTON, Rev. JOHN came to Massachusetts in 
1636 ; and preached a few months at Plymouth and 
then at Boston, but took up his residence in Ipswich 
in 1636. That town had then been settled nearly 
two years, and had one preacher before Mr. Norton. 
He ranked among the most learned of the clergy, and 
was an able polemic. He contended earnestly for 
the Calvinistic system, and would not tolerate those 
who deviated at all from it. When Mr. Pynchon, a 
principal man of the first company in 1630, wrote 
a book^ which opposed in some respects the doctrine 
of atonement, according to Calvin, Mr. Norton pub- 
lished a reply, with which many were satisfied. But 
it did not convince Mr. Pynchon ; whose position 
was ^^that the sufferings and death of Christ were 
but trials of his fidelity as the teacher and witness 
of the truth." These two views have more or less 
prevailed in the Christian world to the present day. 
Mr. Norton was called to take charge of the first 
church and congregation in Boston, in 1652, and 
continued in that station until his death, which oc- 
curred suddenly, on the Lord's day, in the year 1663, 
at the age of fifty-seven. In the year 1662, he was 
appointed an agent to the court of Charles II, to en- 
gage the favor and clemency of that Pridce for New 
England. He lived but a short time after his return. 
He wrote Latin with great facility and purity. Some 
of bis^ publications were in that language. 
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NOWELL, INCREASE was one of the compa- 
ny of fifteen hundred, who came with Governor 
Winthrop to Gharlestown, in 1630, to plant a colony 
in Massachusetts ; and he was one of the principal 
men who composed that resolute band of Christians^ 
who chose rather to emigrate to a wilderness, than to 
be governed by worldly men in matters of religion. 
He joined the infant Christian church, formed within 
a. few weeks after the company landed. He was 
one of the original patentees of Massachusetts, and a 
member of the first Board of Assistants ; and some- 
time Secretary of the Colony. He received the elec- 
tioa of Ruling Elder of the Church, in 1630 ; but, it 
being then supposed improper for an ofiicer in the 
church to hold civil office, Mr. NoweU resigned his 
place as ruling elder in 1632 ; and was elected one 
of the assistants for several years, and till his deaths 
He had a large estate, but was a zealous puritan, and 
made great sacrifices for the truth. When most of 
the leading characters of the company removed to 
Boston, he continued in Charlestown. 

QAKES, Rev. URIAN, came to Massachusetts in 
1631, when a child ; and was educated in Harvard 
College with the class of 1649. The classes were 
dien small; composed of six or eight, for several 
years. And it is rather remarkable that there were 
so many, dian that there were not more. For the 
early settlers had to struggle hard for a comfortable 
subsistence, during the first thirty years. And the 
founding of a college for the advancement of human 
learning, and for '^rearing up. learned young men," 
in addition to the means of a common education, 
speaks volumes in praise of the puritan fathers of 
New England ; both of their wisdom and piety ; of 
their regard for the temporal and spiritual welfare 
of their posterity. As there were, but a few students 
in the College, Uie means and opportunity for be* 
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coming good scholars were very great. President 
Dunster was eminent as a classical scholar, as well 
as a theologian: and Samuel Mather and Samuel 
Danforth, the fellows and teachers in 1646-48, 
were deemed learned young men. As did a great 
portion of the graduates, especially at that eariy pe- 
riod, Mr. Oakes studied divinity. He went to 
England, and was settled in the ministry there ; but 
returned in 1670, and became pastor of the Church 
and society in 'Cambridge, where the college was lo- 
cated. He had been particularly requested to come 
and take charge of that church ; for it was consider- 
ed important to have a good scholar, as well as a 
good preacher there. Mr« Oakes was early chosen 
one of the fellows : and in 1675 the President of the 
College, as successor to Mr. Hoar : but he died with- 
in six years after his election, 1681, at the age of 
fifty. The early writers, who speak of President 
Oakes, represent him as a ripe scholar, an elegant 
writer^ an impressive pylpit orator, and a poet He 
wrote Latin in a Ciceronean style. 

He published a Latin elegy on the death of Rev. 
Mr. Shepard of Charlestown, who died young : an 
election sermon, not inferior to that of Stoughton, 
of Mitchell or of Hubbard, which were said to be 
the best delivered, on a similar occasion, during the 
first seventy years of the Colony. His Epitaph des- 
cribes him as one very conspicuous for piety, genias 
and learning : and for fidelity in the discharge of his 
duties, both as pastor of the church and President of 
the college. 

OLIVER, ANDREW an inhabitant of Salem, a 
great part of his life, was a son of Lieutenant Gov* 
ernor Andrew Oliver. The father was long in pub- 
lic stations in the province^ and of a good education ; 
having received a degree in Harvard College in 
1724 He was ranked among the literary charac* 
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ters of his time ; and was chosen a member of A. 
P. S. He was also sometime secretary of the prov- 
ince. He died in 1774, at the age of sixty-nine. 
The son received his public education in Harvard 
College, with tlie class of 1749. He was a hard 
Student, and gave his attention chiefly to the subject 
of astronomy. He also was elected a member of 
the A. P. S. at Philadelphia ; and of A. A., of Arts 
and Sciences in Massachusetts, founded in 1780. 
The Philosophical Society at Philadelphia was 
founded in 1750, and Franklin was one of the origin 
nal and most active members. In his political 
views, Mr. Oliver was ranked with the tories of 1775. 
This was natural, as his father and family were 
among the zealous friends of the parent government.' 
But he did not take an active part in the con- 
test, nor depart the province, as did most of those 
of similar opinions. Some good men were inclined 
to submit to the measures of the British ministry: 
in the hope, probably, that a milder policy woula 
be adopted. Mr. Oliver w&s at one time, a justice 
of the Court of Common Pleas, in the County of 
Esses^c; and once, in 1766, represented the town of 
Salem in the General Court. In 1772, Mr. Oliver 
pttbltshed an essay on comets, in two parts, intend- 
ed to explain the phenomena of the tail, (or comse,) 
of comets; and to show their design and uses; with 
observations on the planets. The volume was dedi- 
icated to Hon. John Winthrop, L L. D. P. R. S. 
Professor of Mathematics and Natural Philosophy, 
in Harvard College. It was considered an ingenious 
and learned work; but it consisted very much of 
theory and conjecture. Two. comets appeared in 
this hemisphere, about the middle of last century, 
or a little past, and excited great attention ; a por- 
tion of the people were much alarmed at their ap- 
pearance. Mjc. Oliver died in 1799, aged sixty- 
eight 
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ORNE, Hon. AZOR of Marblehead, was an earl7 
and ardent advocate for the rights of the 'colonies, 
M^hen the British ministry encroached on those 
rights, and claimed to legislate for the people in 
America, in all oases whatever. It was traly a crit" 
ical period ; and had not the intelligent men of that 
day, stood firm and resolute in defence of civil liber* 
ty, we of the present generation had been the most ab* 
ject and degraded slaves. Mr. Ome was a delegate 
from Marblehead, to the Essex County Convention, 
held in Sept. 1774, to consult for the defence and 
welfare of the province. He was also a member of 
the Provincial Congresses, in October 1774, in Febru- 
ary and in May 1775. And a great portion of the 
time he was one of the committee of safety, whi<di 
was appointed in November 1774, and clothed with 
executive authority. It was often in session, 
during the sitting of the Provincial Congress, and in 
the recess of that assembly. Mr, Ome had been a 
Colonel of Militia before that year : and he was an 
efficient and important member of committees on 
military affairs, in organizing the provincial troops, 
and in collecting arms and amunition : and the ser- 
vice.required more than common activity and ener- 
gy. Colonel Orne was a member of the Qeneral 
Court some years befcnre the time above mentioned ; 
and ranked high among the meu of influence in the 
legislature. He was also of the Senate, and of the 
^eeutire Council of Massachusetts, for several 
years after the adoption of the Constitution of the 
State, in 1780. Few XD&a. in the State were more 
years in public Ufe then Mr. Orne ; and none were 
more respected. 

OSGOOD, Rev, DAVID D.D. was a native of An- 
doverf in Massachusetts, and received his education 
in Harvard College, with the class of 1771. He was 
ordained pastor of the church in Medford, near Bos* 
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ten, m 177:4 ; 8^4 had a long ministerial course in: 
that place, of nearly fifty years. He possessed superi- 
or mental powers, and had strong passions and preju- 
dices. Under the guidance of religious principles, 
these natural, feelings were in a good measure sub- 
dsmd ; and yet some of his opinions were evidently 
formed under improper biases/ When he began to 
preach, be was strictly Caivinistic ; and like many 
who adopt that creed, he considered i( .necessary to 
insist on his peculiar views as essential to salvation. 
The following anecdote has been related of him, in 
reference to this point. His father was what some 
Aen called an Arminian, and others, a moderate 
Calvinist. But he did not however, subscribe to 
the high points of Calvinism. He was a professor of 
itoligion, and an upright and pious character. His 
son preached for his minister. Dr. Symmes, and rep-' 
resented all those who did not assent to the five 
points of the Calvinistic system as unconvertedi^ 
and in the sure way to hell. After meeting, his 
fttther desked him to review his peculiar opinions by 
the light both of reason and scripture: For, he 
added, /^ if your doctrines are true, your father has 
no just hope of salvation, and is in the broad way of 
destruction." Mr. Osgood thought often and much 
of this admonition ; and the consequence was more 
liberal views of religion, and less stress being laid by 
him on those abstruse doctrines. And in the latter 
part of his life^Dr. Osgood had the character a very 
catholic Christian. He exchanged pulpits with most 
of the clergymen of Boston, who were professedly 
Unitarmn, and anti-Calvinistic Dr. Osgood pub- 
lished several sermons, prepared for public occasions, 
which are highly creditable to him as a divine and a 
man of td,]eats. But the error of his early life clung 
to him, to the last. . He was positive, dogmatical, and 
in his! censures of those* who differed from him; often 
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harsh and severe. He died in 1822, at the age of 

seventy-four. ' 

OSGOOD, Hon. SAMUEL was a native of An- 
dover and received a degree in Harvard College, in 
the year 1770. When qaite a yonng man, not more 
than twenty-five, he took a decided and active paft 
in the contest in defence of colonial rights and civil 
liberty, in opposition to the oppressive measures of 
Great Britain. — ^He was a delegate from Andover^ to 
the Convention of Essex County, in September 1774, 
and a member of the second Provincial Congress of 
Massachusetts, which met at Cambridge, in February 
1775. He was on several committees to whoim very 
important subjects were referred. In the course of 
the year 1775, he had a military commission ; and 
was first a Captain, then Brigade- Major, and then 
Colonel. He continued in the army most of the 
war, and was assistant to the Commissary General. 
In 1781, he was chosen a member of Congress, and 
was sometime Post-Master-General, before and after 
the federal government was established. He was 
also a commissioner for adjusting the accounts be- 
tween the State of Massachusetts, and the United 
States, soon after the Revolutionary war terminate. 

OTIS, Hon. JAMES was a citizen of Barnstable, 
where his ancestor removed from Scituate, in Ply- 
month County. In the former part of his life, he 
attended to agriculture, and occasionally to the art 
of glazing. But he had a laudible curiosity to gain 
a knowledge of history, particularly of New and 
Old England. And his reading for this purpose ex- 
cited a desire and lead to the study of polities. He 
became distinguished by his information from most 
of his fellow citizens, when in the meridian of life ; 
and he had a commission for the peace, and as a 
judge of the County Court. He often had a seat 



also in the House of R^piresentatives, and several . 
times at the CouQcil Board. When the dispute with' 
Great Britain began^in 1764, as to the extent of 
the powers of the legislative assembly of Massachu- 
settSy and to the supremacy of parliament over the 
GoJonies, Mr. Otis was found an ardent and iritelli- 
pent advocate for the rights of the people in Amer- 
ica. He acted with those who acknowledged alle- 
giance to the crown, and were willing to remain a 
part of the British empire, as it had been, with 
power in the colonial assemblies to make all laws 
for the internal police of the province, and the as- 
sessment of all taxes, and allowing authority to the 
parliament pnly to regulate trade and commerce. 
This class of men contended that the parliament in 
!Engla|id could only justly, and consistently with 
English liberty, legislate for the subjects in Great 
Britain, as they were represented in that assembly — 
but, as the people in the colonies were not and could 
not be fairly represented in parliament, they were 
allowed by tbeir charter to have a legislative assem- 
bly in each colony, liable to be restrained only, by 
the negative of the king's governor and agent in the 
province, and by a prohibition not to pass any law 
airectly repugnant to the. laws of England. Mr. Otis 
was in the legislature almost every year from 1763 
to 1775 : and often the chairman of very important 
committees during that critical period. He was ac- 
cused of great ambition, by his political enemies; 
BXkd his opposition to ministerial measures was 
-charged to (Usappointment in not obtaining offices he 
wished. But his friends said in reply, that he was 
jqualified for, and deserved the offices he sought; and 
that the advocates of the British ministry unjustly 
mofu^lized sdl the honorable and lucrative places 
io the province. 

OTIS, JAMES Jr., son of the former, was edu- 
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Gated in Harrard GoUege, and leeei ved Ins fiisi de- 
gree in 1743. He early engaged in the professicNi of 
law ; and had a high reputation both as a jorist and 
an advocate. He was learned in his precession ; and 
his power as a pleader was nnconunonly great. He 
well understood human nature, and had acquired 
extensive information ; so that, at the age of thirty 
and thirty-five, he was preferred by most perscxis, 
who had important cases in court, to all other aitor- 
nies or barristers in the Province. On great ques- 
tions of constitutional law he was qualified to argue 
as those who were twenty years older. And he was 
in the habit of considering the fundamendal axioms 
•and principles of law. And these great principles 
he applied alike to liberty and justice. Justice and 
liberty with him were not incompatible; and law, 
he contended, was designed to support those two 
great pillars of human society and human hajqii- 
ness. He was therefore a whig from principle ; uid 
his appeals in favor of whig principles and measures 
were powerful and irresistible ; for he had nature and 
reason and truth on his side. It was said by Presi- 
dent Adams, than whom no one could speak more 
correctly, respecting Mr. Otis, that he first set the 
ball of the Revolution in motion, and kept it in mo- 
tion for several years« His opposition to the writs of 
assistance in 1761, a most arbitrary measure, &tal 
-both to the personal and social rights of the people, 
was bold and able ; and gave a great check to the 
insolence of British agents and custom-house officers. 
Even the Lieutenant Governor, wl^o was then a jua- 
tice of the Supreme Court^ and had authorized the 
issue of such writs, stood rebuked at the boldness irf* 
Otis, supported as he was by law and' jiistiee. Lu- 
ther was not more formidable to the corrupt agi^dta of 
the Pope in 1520. '' The Rights of the Cojionies^" 
written by Mr. Otis, had a very great effect in con- 
-vinciogthe *people. generally, 4i£ the ii^{>ortatioe of 
preserving their charter liberties, and of remons- 
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tinliiig iftgaiiist the arbitraiylmeisims theiii prepoied 
hy the administration in Engiaod in the disputes^ 
cdmmending in 1764, and continaing till.lT75, for 
the aple rigbt of the Colonial legislative astemblies 
to lay taxes, and maike all internal laws and regula* 
tions, and denying the authority of the British Par-* 
Uament to legislate and tax and govern the Ameri- 
cans^ except as it relates to the concerns of a foreign 
commerce, Mr. Otis was one of the principal agents^ 
either as a member of the General Assembly of the 
Province, or as a citizen of. Boston, the metropolis, 
and the town which usually gave the tone to the 
public measures then adopted. There were some 
other master-spirits, but none exceeded him, and few 
were equally zealous and powerful. The boldness 
and decision of Mr. Otis, in opposing this oppressive 
measnres of the parent government, rendered him 
particularly obnoxious to its agents and officers in 
BcNSton. They insulted him, and on one occasion 
made an assault, on him, when he received a blow 
on the head from one of them in a moment of angry 
dispute, which affected his intellect, and he was 
never after perfectly well. He declined all public 
office after this, (1770,) except one year he consent- 
ed to take a seat in the House of Representatives, in 
1771, or 1772; and also took part in a town meeting, 
called to vindicate the citizens of Boston from unjust 
statements made of their conduct by British agents* 
His friends never withdrew their confidence^ but it 
was thought he might possibly injure his character 
for intelligence and judgment, if he should be forced- 
into debatis by his oppcments, when he was suffering 
under the effects of his wound by mental depression 
or eccentricity. His. reputation for patriotism, for 
soimd political knowledge, and for intellectual pow- 
er^ was so well established, that no temporary sus-: 
pension or interruption of his wonted able effi>rts 
could injuriously affsct it. He had even then ac- 

26 • 
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lovolioii 

and for UDcommoa powers of mind, which do aoci<» 
dent or mi^ortune could destroy : And all . the 
friends to the cause of civil liberty, defended by our 
fathers in 1770-75, will cherish his memory as of 
one who was among the ablest and most ardent pat- 
riots of the Revolution. Mr. Otis was suddenly 
taken away, by lightning, in 1788, at about the age 
of sixty, years. / 

OTIS, SAMUEL A. was a brother of the last 
named ; and received his education in Harvard Col«- 
lege, with the class of 1759. He engaged in mer^* 
cantile pursuits, and settled in Boston. He also 
took an aetive part in the cause of civil liberty, at 
an early period of the dispute with the parent gov* 
emment But was too young, when the controver- 
sy began to be a prominent actor, like his older 
brother. He had however, while rather a young 
man, a seat in the General Court, as a Representa<« 
tive from Boston in 1778, and was employed, ia 
various agencies and service, in behalf of the Com«- 
mon wealth. He was once Speaker of the House of 
Representatives; and a member of Congress in 
1787. When Shay's insurrection jwas put down in 
X787, Grovemor Bowdoin appointed commissioners 
to visit the western parts of the State, to inquire in^ 
to the condition and views of the people, in order to 
restore. tranquillity and harmony^ in the community. 
Mr. Otid was one of them. When the federal gov- 
ernment was formed, in 1789, under the new Gon*% 
stitution, Mr. Otis received the office of the Secve*^ 
tary to the Senate^ and remained in- that stati(»i till 
near the* time of his death, when sickness^ induced' 
him tQ resign it. .He was alw!ays highly esteemed: 
by his fellowGitifiwtis ibr hisprbbity^ attention l^^ alb 
]»is<pubU6idutie&^«and forMamd and courteous tman^i 
ners4 iHon*.* Hatsisbn* G. Ottsyof. Boston, is (lis aim ;» 
a man long in public life ; and not«|lerior, perhaps, 



JOHN OXENBRIMS. 307 

to any one of the honorable name, for political knowl- 
edge, enlarged patriotism, and successful efforts of 
oratory. Mr. Otis died in 1814, at the age of 
seventy-three. 

OXENBRIDGE, Rev. JOHN came to Massachu- 
setts in 1670, and was the pastor of the first church 
and society in Boston, four years. He had been 
ejected from the ministry in England, by the order 
of Charles II, ii) 1661, soon after his restoration to 
the throne of his ancestors— More than two thousand 
learned and pious ministers were deprived of their 
pastoral office and living, for their non-conformity to 
the rites and forms of the Episcopal Church, through 
the influ^ice of bigotted prelates and narrow minded 
Mliticians. Some of them had gone from New Eng* 
land in the time of the commonwealth ; but they re* 
turned after this intolerant measure of King Charles 
IL Mr. OKenbridge was a learned theologian and 6 
popular pt^eacher. Several of his discourses wete 
pablished.--^neidf them the election sermon, in May 
1671; He said, ' '< he knew that there was deep 
mischief plotting against New England, as ever 
the sun saw" — and added, '^as you have come 
hither for public helps and means, in support of 
(]priniitive) ordinances, oh do not betray your liber- 
ties ; but ios^ yorur blood before you lose them, and 
the Lord with them. Bear the ark still on your shoul*- 
ders, that the Lord may dwell with you.'' He re- 
ferred probably, to the plan then proposed by the 
l^glish hierarchy of directing and controling in all 
rriigious aifairs in New England, as was done in 
Great Britain ; and of requiring entire confori^nhy 
here as well as there, to all the forms and cere- 
monies of th0 ' English Church : which would baV4 
proved wholly destructive of the purpose of the'fifiM 
and ^arly settletis "of Mas8iichusetts^--liberty to ^^f-i 
ship CMb according to bis word, and not aceordiiiig 
to U)^ ^^ditiinands^ of men;* ' : > i >i' •:• 
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CHAPTER XIII. 



PAINE, Hon. ROBERT T. L U D. was a na- 
tive of Weymouth, and received his public education 
in Harvard College, where he was graduated in 
1749. His father was pastor of the church in Wey- 
mouth ; and from him he received a religious edib* 
nation in his youth. He was a grateful, affectionate 
and dutiful son ; and appropriated the fruits . of his 
early labors, after be arrived at manhood, to the 
support of his aged and infirm parent. And through 
a long life, much of it devoted to the public service, 
be gave evidence by bis upright conduct, that he was 
governed by religious principles. Mr. Paine studied 
Uieology and preached a few months ; and went as 
chaplain with the Massachusetts troops^aiqst Gan- 
ada, in 1756. But he was not settled in the ooui* 
istry. He. entered the profession of law, and was in 
&e practice several years at Taunton, in the Coun- 
ty of; Bristolt By advice of his friends he removed 
to Boston ; and there continued the practice with 
the. reputation of an able attorney and barrister. He 
WM ifnlinujite with lie v. Dr. Mayhew : and 4tt^ 
teii4^ oa his ministry. In 1770, as the King'ia at« 
toriiey was sic^, Mr; Paine, aftsisted by Suoinel 
C^uiAoy, conducted' the prosecution against Cai^tam 
Pr^ftkon^and his.men^ who ^ei on Ahe ciMaeos of 
Boston, the evening of the 5.th of March of that year. 
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when three persons were killed, and five others 
wounded. He managed the trial with great ability 
and ingenuity. Mr. Paine was a delegate from 
^Taunton, in 1774 and 1775, where he then resided, 
to the first and second Provincial Congresses in Mas- 
sachusetts ; a member of the House of Assembly, in 
May of the year 1774 ; and a delegate to the Con- 
tinental Congress, which met at Philadelphia in 
September 1774 ; and for several successive years. 
During a part of the time he was a member of the 
Executive Council ; was appointed a Judge of the 
Supreme Court in 1776 ; but declined. Under the 
new constitution of Massachusetts, adopted in 1780, 
he was Attorney General from that year to 1790 ; 
when he was appointed a Justice of the Supreme 
Judicial Court. He continued in this high station, 
for fourteen or fifteen years ; when the infirmities 
of age induced him to decline. He died in 1814, at 
the age of eighty-five. In his manners. Judge Paine 
was less mild and courteous than some of his con- 
temporaries — But he had very benevolent feelings, 
and good affections, as all could bear witness who 
had frequent intercourse with him. As a lawyer, a 
judge, a magistrate, a politician and a citizen, he 
had the character of strict integrity and of upright 
and patriotic views. He is to be classed with other 
good men of the last generation, to whose disinter- 
estednei&s and zeal and firmness, united, we are in- 
debted for the preservation of our civil liberties. 

PAINE, ROBERT T. Jr. son of Hon. Robert 
T. Paine, received his education in Harvard College, 
and was graduated in the year 1792. He possessed 
superior talents, and was reputed one of. the best 
poetical writers of his time. He excelled most of 
hfs coil temporaries in classical learning; and his 
poetry Was often enriched by allusions to ancient 
chariBictei's and mythdlogical legends. His writings 
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gave evidence of a strong iiaagioation ; but the p^ 
GuUar character of his style was energy. He re- 
sembled Pope more than any other English poet. 
He expressed his opinions in concise, sententiona 
phrases. There was meaning in every line; he 
never sacrificed sense for the sake of a smooth style, 
or harmony of expression : and yet he was always 
happy in his phraseology. His ballads and songs 
for national occasions, were written with much 
power and felicity ; and were received with enthusi- 
asm by congregated assemblies of the people. He 
studied law, but was too indolent, or too little at- 
tached to the profession, to devote himself to the 
practice. He had charge of a newspaper for some- 
time, and conducted it with great ability; for he 
was well informed, on political subjects ; and of men 
and manners few knew so much. In giving sketch- 
es of public characters, he was also correct and ii^ 
teresting. Many fugitive pieces from his gifted pen, 
were given to the public ; and many are stiU pre« 
served ; but it is to be regretted that he prepared nt' 

Sreat work, which it is believed he had talents tc 
ave accomplished, at once honorable to himself and 
to American literature. 

PALMER, JOSEPH Esq. was a citizen of 
JSraintree, now duincy, and was one of the patriots 
in Massachusetts who early opposed the arbitrary 
measures of the British ministry, relating to the 
American Colonies. He had a seat in the three 
Provincial Congresses which convened at Concord, 
Cambridge, and Watertown, in October 1774, Feb- 
ruary 1775, and May 1775. He was also at the 
same time, one of the Committee of Safety, appoint<- 
ed by the first Provincial Congress, as an executive 
body ; and which often held meetings to provide for 
the defence of the province, when the Ccmgress wa» 
not in session. That he. was an active member ap* 
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pears from his being on a great number of com- 
^niittees, to which the most important subjects were 
referred ; and quite often the chairman. The duties 
thus assigned, could not but demand great attention 
and much time ; and his character was that of a 
man of intelligence, activity, resohition, and loi 
fidelity to the trust committed to him. During the 
years 1776 and 1776, he also held the commission 
of Colonel of the militia, and was often in the field 
in the vicinity of Boston and Braintree, for the de- 
fence of the inhabitants near the seacoast, and then 
deemed in danger of attiacks from British armed 
Tei»els. In July lY75, a House of Representatives 
was formed, agreeably to a recommendation of Con- 
gress, composed of members from the several towns 
in the Commc»i wealth ; and they elected counsellors 
to act in the' place of the mandamus counsellors ap« 
pointed by the king, but whose appointment was 
not recognized as legal and constitutional. Ookmel 
Palmer was chosen one of that honorable board. la 
1^77, Odionel Palmer was" appointed to command' 
the militia of Massachusetts to defend Rhode Island 
from the British, with the rank of Brigadier Gener- 
al : and on this occasion was charged with disobe- 
dience of 'the orders of General Spencer, of Con- 
necticut, who was commander-in-chief of the expe- 
dition. The project was unsuccessful ; and Spencer 
blamed Palmer for delay in bringing on his men, as 
he ordered. But Spencer was also charged with 
want of energy and promptness. 

PARKER, Hon. ISAAC, L L. D. a native of 
Boston, was educated at the public Latin school in 
Boston, and in Harvard College. He belonged to the 
class graduated in 1786. He was young in college ; 
but ranked among the first^ scholars in his class. 
He wrote correctly and with great facility; and iti 
his eloQutioii he was popular and- kapressive; = Ss 



31:3 ^AJIIUfiL FAEKEB. 

read lav in Boston, but began tbe praotioe at Cas- 
tine, in Maine. His businesa was quite extensive, 
amd many of his clients came from a great distance. 
When about thirty years of age, he was chosen a 
member of Congress. And after a few years, re- 
moved to Portland. He was then appointed Mar- 
shal of the United States, for the District of Maine : 
but retained the office only for a short period. In 
1806, he received an appointment of an associate jus- 
tice of the Supreme Judicial Court of Massachusetts. 
It had been offered to him before, when he declined 
it On the death of Judge Samuel Sewall, in 1814, 
he was commissioned ai^ chief justice of that court ; 
and remained in that responsible and honorable of- 
fice until his death, in 1830. He was greatly la- 
mented ; for he was not only a learned judge, but an 
impartial dispenser of justice, and ever disposed to 
show mercy where the law would permit, and sound 
discretion would approve of extending it. His death 
was sudden, by paralysis, in 1 830, when he was 
nearly sixty-two years of age. As a judge he 
leaaed to the justice and equity of a cause ; and was 
not unduly influenced by the technicalities or mere 
forms of law. His writings were characterized by a 
natural and intelligible, but correct, flowing,^nd at- 
tractive style. Judge Parker was a member of the 
church in Brattle square, Boston, for several years : 
of exemplary morals ; and a constant attendant on 
public worship, on the Lord's day. 

PARKER, Rev. SAMUEL D. D. was bom in 
Portsmouth, State of New Hampshire, and had his 
public education in Harvard College, where he re- 
ceived his degree in 1764. He took holy orders a^ 
rter the forms of the English. Episcopal Church ; and 
Jba4 the care of the society worshipping in Trinity 
Church, in Boston. As a public speaker he waa 
geaceful and dignified, and his loanner wa^ popular. 
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Fqw of his senaitHUi, . or any other of Jbda Trritings 
were published. He was rigidly tenacious of the 
forms and ceremonies of the Episcopal Church, and 
yet was too intelligent to confine salvation to the 
members of that particular communion, as some 
high churchmen hav^ done. He was constituted 
bishop of the New England and eastern churches, in 
1800 ; but did not long survive his election to this 
spiritual office.. He died in 1805, at the age of six- 
ty-two. 

Eev. Dr. Edward Bass of Newburypprt, was the 
only bishop in New England, before Bishop Parker. 

PARKER, Rev. NATHAN D. D. had his pub- 
lic education in Harvard University,, and was grad- 
uated in 1803, wit^ the reputation of a diligent 
student and a good scholar. In 1805, he was chosen 
a Tutor in Bowdoin College, and continued io that 
station two years. He was an able instructer, and 
had the respect of his pupils. In 1808, he received 
ordination as pastor of a congregational church and 
society in Portsmouth, New Hampshire, and sus-* 
tained that place and relation until his death, in 
1835. He wsus no less faithful and able sis a theolo- 
gian than as a teacher of youth. He gave his 
whole heart and mind to his profession ; and had« 
the character of a faithful and affectionate pastor. 
He possessed in a great degree the kind and tender 
affections, and sympathized deeply with all in afflic- 
tion and under bereavement3. With these traits of 
character, he had in return, as *> might be expected, 
the stropg attdtchment of his people. They could 
not indeed but love a man, who cared so much for 
them ; and ^o constantly labored, for their spiritual 
improvement and ^e)^re. , Several of his discourses 
were published during his life ; and after his decease, 
a volume of his sermons was published, which were 
chie4y of ,a practic^aJL zf^urc^^ and cs^loulfited to ex- 
. ' 27  
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cite religious feelings, and to persuade to a holy Kfe 
and conversation. He died at the age of fifty. 

PARKER, Hon. WILLIAM of Exeter, State of 
New Hampshire, received an honorary degree of 
Master of Arts from the corporation of Harvard 
College, in 1763. His reputation for learning, and 
especially his high standing as a lawyer, justly en- 
titled him to this notice. He was at the head of 
the legal profession in New Hampshire in his day ; 
and had a seat on the bench of the Supreme Court 
in that province. In all parts of New England, the 
members of the bar were less learned seventy years 
ago than they now are. Some of them engagedln 
the practice of tiie law, after two, and even one year's 
preparation. And the judges even of the highest 
court in Massachusetts before the Revolution, were 
without an early legal education. Thi^ was true rf 
Oliver and Hutchinson, who were successively Chief 
Justices. Trowbridge and William Gushing had 
been well educated for the profession before they 
were appointed to the bench. Judge Parker possess^ 
ed social qualities, which rendered him a pleasant 
companion, and attached to himj personally all pro- 
fessional men and scholars in his vicinity. 

PARSONS, SAMUEL HOLDEN was a son of 
Rev. — Parsons, some time of Lyme, Connecticnt, 
and afterwards pastor of a Church and society in 
Newburyport ; and an aMe^ and zealous minister. 
The son received his public education in Hanrard 
Colldge, and was graduated with the class of 1756. 
He engaged in the profession of the law, and settled 
in Middletown, in Connecticut. He there continued 
in good business and with a good reputation, till the 
war 6f the Revolution. ■■•'•■■' 

He entered the army at an ewlv period, and was 
sohxetime an kid to <jtenei*al WasningtoDy^ the -com- 



mandeMii-ehief. In Xhef cdurse of the war, he was 
appointed Major-General, and held the commission 
till the peace in 1783. He had the reputation of a, 
good scholar, a brave oj£cer, and a sincere patriot 
when the war was over, miost of the officers w^re ob*« 
Uged to seek lor employment ; for Congress could 
only give them paper for the wages due them ; which 
was worth only two and sixpence on the pound^ un-* 
til the federal governnient was estabUshed, and 
means provided to pay the public debts. .General 
Parscns went early, 1787, with others to the .North 
West, and settled on 09 near the Ohio river. He 
was soon after appointed Governor of that Territory 
by Congress. He was drowned in 1789, in Big 
Beaver creek, in that territory. The early death of 
Graieial Parsons, and General James M. Yamum, 
January 1 789, then a judge of the territory, was a 
great calamity to that infant settlement 

PARSONS, Hon. THEOPHILUS, L L. D. was a 
lKm of Rev. Moses' Parsons of Newbury ; and beii^ 
fitted for college by Samuel Moody, master of Dum- 
mer Academy in that town, entered the University in 
1765, and received his first degree in 1769. He en- 
gaged in the profession of the law ; and was reputed 
tfie most learned and ptofound lawyer ever prac- 
tising or resident in Massachusetts. He was in ^e 
practice and at the bar, about thirtjr-two years, 
when, in 1806, he was appointed chief justice of the 
Supreme Judicial Court. His practice was very ^x- 
tmsive and his business lucrative, yet he gave much 
time to the piibl^ service. He was a representisitive 
from Newburyport, in 1778, and several years after 
thattiTQe. He was also a member of the conven- 
tion for forming the canstit^tion of Massachusetts, in 
1779-80; and of the copvenfion for adopting the 
federal constitution, in 1788. He was an able 
smtesmai^ ft learnec^ jurist, and (k powerful attorney, 
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And his reputation for probity was as high as for 
talents and legal learning. Several literary societies 
enrolled his name on their list of members ; and he 
also had a seat in the corporation of Harvard Univer- 
sity. He was a sincere and efficient friend of that 
institution. But the highest praise perhaps, to 
be bestowed on his memory isj that he was a sin- 
cere, devout, and humble christian — ^receiving the 
revelation by Jesus Christ, as the greatest privilege 
and blessing ever granted to erring, sinful man, 
whose reason was not sufficient to guide him in the 
way of truth and virtue and eternal life. 

PARTRIDGE, Hon. GfEOROE way a native of 
Duxbury, in the County of Plymouth, and received 
his pubhc education .in Harvard College, with the 
class of 1762. After he left the university, he pass* 
ed several years in the instruction of youth, in town 
schools, a part of the time in his native place. He 
took an early part in the political controversy with 
Great Britain, and was always decided in support 
of civil liberty, and charter rights. When the 
odious stamp act passed in 1765, he joined the warm 
whigs in opposing it ; and when the act was repeal* 
ed in 1766, he got up a public meeting for ' i^jcrickkg* 
After this period, the British ministry adopt^ other 
arbitrary and oppressive measures, and parliament 
claimed a right to impose taxes of iall alid every 
kind upon the colonies, and to legislate for them in 
all cases whatever. This roused the patriotic feel- 
ings of the whigs ; and they often met to cotisult on 
measures for relief and defence. In the latter part 
of the year 1774, after the Boston port bill had been 

Eissed by parliament, shutting uf) the harbor of 
oston, and counsellors app^^inted^by tbd king,' in- 
stead of an election by the Representati vies erf- the 
people in the province, courrty meetit)gsr"Were held 
inmoi^of the counties; One was hold^ «l Ply- 
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liij(Ml€h, for that cdutHy, and Mn Partridge, Wait 
.W<^»wohh, aod Pdeg Wadsworth, were the dele- 
gates cbosdn to attend frcwd jDusibury. Mr. Par- 
tridge was also a delegate to the several provincial 
Congresses in MaSsaohnseUs, held at Concord, Ck^to- 
ber 1774^ at Cambridge, February 1775> and at 
Watertown, in May 1775. AH these moetings of 
deputies or delegates from the several towns in the 
pfovince^ were for the purpose of adopting measures 
ia defence aild for the preservation of politioal liber* 
ty ; sueh as the people had enjoyed from the first 
aettlealeat of the country* Mr* Partridge was an 
actisre member of all these bodies; frequently on 
o^mmHtees, and not seldom the chairman, by whom 
the reports and resolutions were written. When a 
Hoinae of Representatives was formed, he was a 
meiBber, and cotitinued to be chosen four yeava, 
^vhen he .was elected a delegate from Massachusetts 
to the Contitieatal Congress. In 1780, he was ap^ 
pointed Sheriff of the County of Plymouth ; and 
held the office several years, with great acceptance 
to the peofde., . He, was also a representative to Cour 
gross, for several terms, after the adoption of the 
fiideral constitutiijn, m 1789. Mr. Partridge was a 
{NTofetoor of leligioii )' and his life and conversatioQ 
weie agreeable to his holy profession. He died in 
1888, at the age of seventy^seven : and bequeathed 
a: large part of his estate to the Congregational Sor 
ekepfj and for supporting a high school, in Duxbury. 
Ha also kft a legacy to the theological school at 
Cambridge. 

PATTERSON, 0ia. JOHN was a citissen of the 
Comity ofilBericsbire,; He took a decided part with 
tlnwliiga of . Massadh wetts, in 1774, in rwion-^ 
stratiiig against theo^^rifessive ooeasuves of the British 
Sovennnent, afid in comtending for the continuance 
^thB-tibeKtieaof theoonntry. He represented, the 

27* 
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town of Lenox in the first and s^eond proriiicial 
Congresses in Massachusetts, October 1774, and F^[>- 
ruary 1775. When it was recommended by the first 
Congress, November 1774, to raise men, to be armed 
tind trained, if necessary for the defence of the 
province, Mr. Patterson had a Colonel's commission ; 
and in 1775, or 1776, he was appointed Brigadier- 
General. He appeared at Cambridge, with a regi- 
ment, at an early day, after the assembling of the 
mihtia at that place and vicinity, in M^y 1776, un- 
der General A. Ward. When the organization of 
the continental army, under General Washington, 
look place, in July 1775, he had a commi8si<m as 
Colonel ; and was soon after advanced to the rank of 
Brigadier^General ; and continued in the army until 
the peace in 1783. -He acted a consj^icuous part in 
putting down the insurrection in the western part of 
the State of Massachusetts, in 1766, headed by Cap«- 
tain Daniel Shays. It is honorable to the character 
of the military officers of the Re volntion, that they 
very geiierally appeared in support of the laws, of 
government and order, at that critical period. 

PEARSON, ELIPHALET LL. D- had his 

early classical education in the: Dummer Academy^ 
at Newbury, under Mr. Moody, and took bis first 
degree in Harvard College, 1773. He was principal 
of the Andover Academy several years,*— then- electa 
ed Professor of Hebrew and other oriental languages, 
in Harvard College, and teacher of the English 
language and of composition. He continued dn the 
professor's chair about twenty years, with a repata* 
tion of a good phil6logicat scholar, and of a cndbal 
tciste in composition* In 1807^' he was elected jnro^ 
fessot 5f &(acred literature in the theological Instito* 
tion, then established at Andpvei^; Hepveached 
occasionally, but was never the regular paAtmnof a 
church. His mstructions given to the students of 



(^e college, ia the Engliah Iwigfiage, were highljr 
useful to tbeni ; but he was thought sometimes to 
be unnecessarily severe in his criticisms on their 
writings. Dr. Pearson possessed a strong mind^ was 
a sound logician, and in philology exceUed moot of 
the scholars of his time. He belonged to several litr 
erary and. religious societies ; and was never satis-* 
fied without contributing something in promoting 
the objects for which they were instituted. He was 
aecasedy by some individuals, of changing his iheoe 
logical views and opinions-rthat he was at one time 
liSeral, and then very orthodox, and then again in 
the latter part of his life, more liberal. Bnt this 
charge was probably made in that his opinions were 
moderate, and in his desire to bring about a union 
among all. good men and real christians. A short 
time before his death^ he invited the writer to pass 
a &W days with him in the country, with a view to 
agree on some plan or measure for greater union 
among christians of diffeient speculative views, thai 
they might act more in concert. Dr, Pearson, di^ 
in 1826, at the age of seventy -eight. 

' * 

PECK, WILLIAM D: a ilative of Boston, had 
his public education in ^Harvard College, and was 
graduated in 1782. He studied medicine sometime 
with Dr. Cutter of Portsmouth, but never engaged 
ia the practice. For sometime he gave hisattentioa 
to conunercial concerns, and was in the store of 
Tiatomas Russell, one of the first merchants in Both 
tim. After spending some years in comparative ore^ 
tirement, he . visited Europe, and spent sometime 
in traveUing through, different parts of thatconti- 
neat. His, reading had been previously directed to 
snlijects of natural history; and .while in Eura|)e^ 
he dev:oted. much of his time to similar inquiries* 
He also contiuned his attention to this depaiitment 
of knowledge •after^ his return to Ametict^. In 18DS^ 
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Ue was ' a]:F|ioiiited pirdfessor of Natural History in 
the University at Cambridge ; a fund having been 
raised) by the subsGnptiohs of literary and liberal 
individuals, for such a professorship; and he con- 
tinued in this station until bis death, in 1822, when 
at the age of 'fifty-eight. No individual in this part 
of the country; was so thoroughly acquainted with 
ttitomology as Mr. Pec^. But h^ made no ostentatious 
display of hUr learning: he was a man of great 
modestjT. The character of a devout Christian may 
also be juistly given him. His inquiries and studies 
on the works and laws of nature, served to confirm 
his faith in revelation. He was not bewiideiwd in 
his religious faith, by indulging vain speculations; 
but ''' looked through nature up to nature's. Ood.'' 
In his early years^ wh^i in retirement, Mr. Psok 
was a diligent observer and student of nature, and 
of insects of the minutest kinds and forms, whioh 
are generally overlooked. • He studied botany, in 
which he was aided by Rev. Dr. Cutler, of Ipswich ; 
but entomology was his favorite pursuit 

PELHAM, HERBERT came to Massachusetts 
ia the year 1639 ; and had a grant of land in. Sud- 
bury, -which wds incorporated the same year, but 
had a few settlers previously to that timoi It is 

J»robable be resided in that fdace some time; for 
ohnson says he led the military company ^ Snd«< 
bury in 1644. Pelham was of a npb^ family and 
related to the Duke of Newcastle, '^a genttoraan 
distinguished by his family^ estate and the qnalitias 
of his mind." Be was one of the Massachosetts 
Company in England, in 1^9, and drew up soma 
of tile public papers ordered by '■ the company. Ha 
bad a seat at the board of assistants within a lew 
years aft^r his arrival ; and in other ways was em*- 
ployed in public business for the colony. He r^ 
turned to England in 1648. The second Goremor 
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Winsloxv' of Plymouth Colony, married a daughter 
of Mr. Pelham ; and her beautiful portrait, as well 
as that of her husband, painted by a pupil of the 
celebrated Vandyke, in 1654, is in a room of the 
Historical Society of Massachusetts, in Bostons Oth- 
er members of the Pelham family were friendly to 
the cause of the puritans, and to the early inhabit- 
ants of New England. 

In 1645 and 1646, Mr. Pelham was one of the 
two commissioners for Massachusetts to the con- 
gress or convention of the fojar United Colonies of 
New England ; the first and preliminary meeting 
of which was in 1642, to consult for the general de- 
fence and the welfare of each and all. Winthrop 
was his colleague one yfear, and Bellingham the 
other. After his return ^to England, he was engaged 
with Governor Winslow, of Plymouth Colony, iti 
forming a society for the instruction of the Indians 
in the Christian religion. 

PEMBERTON, Rev. EBENEZER D. D. re- 
ceived his public education in Harvard College, and 
took his^ first degree in 1721. He was sometime the 
pastor of a Presbyterian Church, at New York ; and 
afterwards removed to Boston, and was minister of 
the Congregational Society, worshipping in the new 
brick church, at the north part of Boston. Dr. 
Lothrop was his colleague for several years. Dr, 
Pemberton was pastor of the church and society m 
Boston, from 1754 to 1777, arid died at the age of 
seventy-two years. He was a popular preacher and 
a faithful pastor : he also had the reputation of a 
learned theologian. Several of his discourses, de- 
livered on public occasions, were published — one at 
the artillery election, and one on the day of the gen- 
eral electionj before the governor and members of the 
legislature. 
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PEPFERBLL, Sir WILLIAM a cHizen of Eit- 
tery, in Maine, was born in the. year * 1696. He 
early engaged in trade and navigation, and acquired 
a large estate. He was enterprising and successful. 
He had not the privilege of a collegiate education, 
but was well instructed in his youth. He bad a 
taste for military adventure, and was sometime an 
oflBlcer in the militia. When the bold expedition 
against the French fortress, at Louisbourg, on the 
island of Cape Breton, was projected, in 1745, 
Pepperell was appointed to command the troops 
from New England, which were chiefly from Mas- 
sachusetts, with the title of General. General Wal- 
do was second in command, and the British Admiral 
Warren, co-operated in the attack ; which proved 
successful. The ship which carried General Pep- 
perell and suite, was under command of Captain 
Rouse. It was a strongly fortified place, and was 
well manned by French troops. The expedition 
was generally deemed k bold one, and by some high- 
ly imprudent, and none but resolute and daring men 
would have engaged in it. The American troops 
amounted to nearly four thousand, and the nmnbei 
of armed vessels and transports was about thirty, 
but most of them under three hundred tons. Gen- 
eral Pepperell conducted with equal judgment and 
bravery ; and the success was in a great measure 
owing to his precaution and his previous arrange- 
ments. Some of the British officers in England 
were unwilling, afterwards, to allow much credit to 
him for that fortunate event ; but Admiral Warren 
was always ready to render due naerit to Pepperell 
for his good conduct on the occasion. General Pep- 
perell received the honors of knighthood, when on 
a visit to England after this brilliant affair, from 
king George 11 ; and was esteemed by his fellow citi- 
zens, high and low, for his generosity, benevolence, 
and honorable deportment in the various relations of 
life. He died in 1769, aged sixty-three. 
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JERKINS, JACOB was bom in Ipswich, it 
1766, of respectable parents, who removed to New- 
buryport, while he was quite young. He early dis- 
covered an inquisitive arid ingenious spirit ,\ and 
was called a swiari boy. His companions said he 
excelled in feats of sport, but was fair, open, and 
kind-hearted. He Wns ptit an apprentice to a 
watchmaker, when about fourtieen years old ; and 
at his leisure hours mad& beads y which proved a 
profitable business. The ladies were his customers, 
and they seldom spare the dollars and cents, when 
anything showy^ or fashionable is to be purchased. 
Females, young and old, poor and rich, then wore 
heeds. He also invented a method of plating shoe- 
backles, w:hich were then, in 1786, universally 
worn, and of a large sisie, almost covering the upper 
part of the shoe. In 1786 and 1787, Mr. Perkins 
•was employed in preparing dies for silver coins, then 
issued from a mint in Massachusetts, by the author- 
ity of the Slate government ; but on the estjablish- 
mcnt of the general government, in 1789, was dis- 
contiiiUed, as the new constitution gave the right of 
coining money exclusively to the Congress of the 
United States. He also invented a nail-machine, 
by which nails were cut and headed at the same 
time. Mostvof his inventions were successful. He 
planned and prepared the check-plate for bank bills, 
which were in general use a few years ago, by 
banks in tibe State of Massachusetts ; and they served 
as an eiffectual preventive to counterfeiting. My. 
Perfcini- discovered the method of softening and 
hardening steel. He also invented the bathometer, 
for eotnpressing watier, and he first proved thie qom- 
pressibility of' fluids. He resided sometime iri Bos- 
ton, Phifedelphia and New York ; and receiTed at- 
'JtentioriS and ericotiifagiemcait.ftbm men of science in 
those sevetal places. He then went to 'England, 
expecting to fimi a la^er theatre for the display of 



bis inventive, ppwess. And has there lec^VBd a 
generous patronage, and been noticed by several 
noblemen, and others, who were eminent in their 
knowledge of natural philosophy. He has been 
employed in perfecting engines and machines to be 
worked by the power of steam; and has a large 
manufactory for that purpose. Mr. Perkins may 
be still living; but as he has departed the oountryi 
probably not to return, a notice of him is thought 
proper, though an exception to the rule proposed in 
preparing this volume. 

PERKINS, JAMES a native of Boston, where he 
usually resided till his death, was one of the most 
enterprising and intelligent merchants of that town. 
He engaged largely in commercial pursuits soon after 
the close of the Revolutionary war, when quite a 
young man ; and he and his brother, T. H. Perkins, 
fitted out the first vessels which sailed from Boston 
for the Pacific . ocean, and the Northwest coasts of 
America ; some of which extended their voyage to 
China. They were then young men, and with little 
capital, compared to that with which many since have 
engaged in mercantile pursuits. The first vessels 
they sent were the ship Columbia, Capt. Kendrick, 
and sloop Washington, Capt. Gray. They sailed in 
1786. From the Northwest coasts, the Columbia 
proceeded to Canton, and thence returned to Boston. 
Other vessels were sent by J. & T. H. Perkins, to 
the Northwest coast, and thence to China, 1789, '90, 
'91, &c. ", and about those years, and later still, the 
same company sent several ships directly to Canton, 
from Boston, by which large quantities of tea, silks, 
and other articles were imported from China to 
the United States. Messrs. Perkins were concerned 
in more than thirty voyages round the globe ; going 
;to Peru or Chili, or Northwest coasts of America, 
an4.thene<e to Canton an4 to the Um ted States by 
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the cape of Gdod Heme. They had a house in the 
'< celestial empire" from 1803 to 1827. The trade 
from Salem to the East Indies -was also extensive at 
the same time ; but several vessels from that town 
tratled to Calcutta. The company had a profitable 
trade also to the West Indies ; and Mr.Perkins several 
times visited those parts for the more effectual ac- 
complishment of commercial objects. Mr. Perkins 
possessed strimg mental powers and correct judgment. 
He was rather a practical than a speculative man ; 
but he had a good knowledge of mankind, and the 
theorectic principles sufficient to decide correctly and 
successfully in die enterprises in which he engaged. 
Mr. Perkins took a deep interest in whatever prom- 
ised to be useful and improving id his fellow man. — 
Few^ if any, had more of a public spirit.. And 
though not in the highest sense a literary man, he 
was an ardent friend to literature ; and ready to give 
liberally to any plans for increasing the means of 
knowledge and science. He was the principal pat- 
ron of the Athenaeum in the city of Boston. When 
first opened, William S. Shaw was an active mem- 
ber, and collected, many valuable and rare volumes 
(or it. But Mr. Perkins was the most liberal donor 
to the institution. He gave the spacious building 
where the library is now kept, the value of which is 
not less than fifty thousand dollars. As a merchant, 
and in his intercourse with others in business, he 
had the reputation of strict probity and uprightness; 
and he manifested the most honorable feelings in all 
the relations of life. He died in 1822, at, the age of 
sixty. 

PERRY, OLIVER HAZARD was a native of 
Newport, Rhode Island^ and early entered the naval 
service of the Cfnited States. He rose rapidly, from 
the rank of Midshipman to that of Captain. And,, 
at one period, had the title of Commodore. At the be- 

28 
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ginniDg of the war df 1812-1815, he had command 
of the na^al station at Newport, where the armed 
i^hip&of the United States often repaired for a har- 
bor. But he soon volunteered his services in the 
enterprise undertaken on lake Erie, where the Brit- 
ish vessels were numerous and annoying to the 
Americans., He was highly conspicuous for his 
bravery fLnd prompt action, in a naval battle on that 
lake, in 1813, with the British fleet there. The suc- 
cess of the United States' naval force against the 
British, was attributed chiefly to his decision and 
activity. The contending forces were nearly equal, 
as to guns, though they di^red as to the number of 
vessels engaged. It was a desperatei battle ; and 
many inen were slaui, both of the Americans and 
British. Congress voted a gold medal to Captain 
Perry, for bis distinguished energy and bravery in 
conducting the attack ; and the whole country was 
loud in his praises, and ambitious of paying him 
public honors. Soon after the war, in 1818, Cap- 
tain Peiiry was appointed to the command of the 
Javaj a large new ship of forty-four guns ; and was 
sometime in the Mediterranean ; and then command- 
ed the naval force of the United States, in the West 
Indies. - He was there attacked by fever ; and died 
in 1820i at the age of thirty-five. Of all the oflicers 
in the navy, and there have been many of great 
bravery even in early life, not one has achieved 
more brilliant deeds," or at a more youthful age. 
And the only part of his conduct, for which there is 
cause of regret, was^ his Consenting to engage in a 
duel, with a brother oflBlcer, which he believed his 
honor required of him as a military man. There is 
good reason, however^ to suppose there was no 
malice on his part, for after his antagonist bad fired, 
Perry discharged his pistol in the air. This is some 
alleviation in his case ; but there is no reasonable 
apology for a duel, on any occasion. 
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PHILLIPS, Hon. JOHN was a nsiiw of Boatoo, 
and bad his public edacation in Harvard College, in 
the class of 1788. He studied law and engaged in 
the practice in Boston. But early, entered on a noore 
public course ; being a member of the House of Rep<- 
resentatiyes dXkd of the Senate in Maissachusetts ; and 
43everal years president of the latter ; a justice of the 
.Court of Common Pleas, for Suffolk county ; and 
Mayor of Boston, on its receiving a city corporation 
and powers. He died suddenly in 1823, when a mem* 
bar of the Senate. At the lime of his decease, he was 
a i?e8pected membei of the Congregational Church in 
Brattle square, of the corporation of Harvard Col- 
If ge and of the Academy of Arts and Sciences. 

Few were as estimable in private life— cherishing 
kind and social feelings, be was a valuable friend, 
«nd the endeared head of an amiable family. When 
children are correct and estimable in their deport* 
menty much is always due to the conduct and exam* 
pie of the parents ; not of the mother alone, but also 
of the father. . 

PHILLIPS, Hon. SAMUEL L L. D. a native of 
Actdover, whose father and grandfather were highly 
respectable characters, received his public education 
in Harvard College, in 1771 ; with the reputation of 
a good scholar, and of correct moral habits. Mr. 
Phillips was a delegate from Andover, his native 
town, to the third Provincial Congress of Massachu- 
setts, which was, held at Watertown, in May 1775, 
* — >and at that time was probably not more than 
twenty*fbur years of age. But even at that age he 
was remarkable for sobriety, prudence and stability 
of character. He was placed on several committees 
of importance, indicative of the high sense Congress 
had of his abilities and good judgment. From that 
p^iod, for twenty *six years, and until his death in 
18Q2y Wheld public office^ for the greater part of the 



328 WILLIAM PHILLIPe. 

time : as a representative, a senator, president of the 
senate, counsellor, judge of the Court of Common 
Pleas, for Essex County, and Lieutv Gov. ; in all these 
offices he enjoyed the entire confidence and respect 
of the people. They felt that the public interests 
were safe in his hands. They had constant evidence 
of his abilities,' and of his devotion to the public wel- 
fare. Very few men have been so justly entitled to 
the esteem of their fellow citizens ; or have so largely 
shared in it* Mr. Phillips was an efficient friend of 
religion and learning. As a professor of christiany, 
he was faithful, exemplary, and apparently blame- 
less. Many of the public men of the last generation 
were moral, public spirited and religious characters; 
but none more justly entitled to it than Mr. Phillips. 

PHILLIPS, Hon. WILLIAM was a respectable 
merchant in Boston. His family was one of the most 
eminent in Massachusetts, from the first settlement 
of the colony, in 1630. Rev. George Phillips was the 

J>astor of the church in Watertown, which dates 
rom the first year of the plantation. His son was 
minister of the congregational church at Rowley, 
and his grandson of the church at Andover. One of 
his ancestors lived in Salem. Mr. Phillips had the 
esteem and confidence of his fellow citizens; and 
his character that of a man of piety and probity. 
He held some of the most responsible offices in Bos- 
ton ; and after the controversy on charter rights with 
the parent government began, in 1764, he was often 
chosen a representative of the metropolis to the Gen- 
eral Court. He acted with the whigs ; and for his de- 
cision and zeal, was obnoxious to the governor and his 
few political friends. When chbsen into the council, in 
1773^ he received the governor's negative; but still 
held his seat as a representative. He was in the upper 
branches of the legislature after the Revolution, one 
or two years; when bis advanced ag^ induced him 
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to decline all pobHc office. He was long an officer 
in the Old South Church, in Boston — and bis life 
corresponded with his profession and station. He 
was economical in his family expenses, but charita- 
ble to the poor and deistitute. 

PHILLIPS, Hon. WILLIAM a son of the above 
named, wasr educated a merchant ; and for many 
years was engaged largely, in trade, in Boston. A 
short time before the Rerolution, he visited England 
and other parts of Europe, for the purpose of improve- 
ment, and of a more extended knowledge of his profes- 
sional pursuits. He also ranked with the ardent 
friends of civil liberty, in 1775 ; though too young, 
to. take a leading part in the great movements of 
^ that memorable peripd. In his life and conduct, 
he also exhibited all the virtues of the intelligent 
and sincere .Christian. And in alms-giving, and 
in donations for religious and charitable purposes^ 
he was surpassed by none. He gave largely 
to' the society for propagat^g the Gospel among 
Indians and others destitute of the means of re^ 
li^ion; of which he was many years a' member 
and the president. After the age of fifty, he was 
several times chosen cute of the representatives of 
Boston in the General Court ; and in 1812, Lieut^i- 
ant' Governor of Massachusetts — to which station he 
was annually elected for twelve successive^ years j 
when he declined the election. He died in 1827', at 
the age of seventy-six years. ' If he gave mnch and 
often, it was without ostentation ; his charities were' 
firequentty bestowed unknown to others, except to the 
altBoners of his bounty. He left a son, distinguished 
for bis ext^isive charities, and for liberal contribu- 
tions to useful public objects ; and worthy of the name 
te much and justly revered for many generations. 

PHiPSy Hon. SPEN€ER was a n^bew of Sir 

28 • . 
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William Phips. • He received his education in Har- 
vard College, with the class of 1703. He entered on 
public life at a more early age than common. 

In 1733, he was chosen lieutenant governor; knd 
continued in that station several years, while Gov- 
ernor Belcher and Governor Shirley were in the 
chair as chief magistrates. A part of his time, in 
the absence of Governor Shirly , he was at the fa^od 
of the executive department of government He 
had the character of a prudent and judicious states- 
man ; and his administration was generally accepta- 
ble. During his administration, the Indians in 
Maine commRted hostilities in different parts, but 
were conciliated or checked by the prudent and 
cautious measures of Mr. Phips. On his decease, 
several of the clergy of Boston published funeral dis- 
courses, in which they gave him the character of an 
able and faithful magistrate. He died in 1757, aC 
the age of seventy-three years. 

PHIPS, Sia WILLIAM was born on the banks 
of the Sheepscot river, a little eastward of the K'en- 
nebec. His father /was a ship-builder, and- the son 
worked at the business when he was under the age 
of twenty-one. He afterwards engaged in a: sea- 
faring life, and soon became. master of a vessel in 
the West India trade. He was active and enter- 
prising from his yolith. A Spanish merchant ship, 
with a large, amount of the precious metals on board, 
was sunk or wrecked near one of the islands, at 
that period; and Phips with others, -undertook to 
search for it, — they were eventually successful; and 
thus he became possessed of akirge property ; which 
sometimes gives a man consequence, though of ordi- 
nary intellect, or very limited education. Mr. fliips 
commanded an expedition against the Fsench at 
Port Royal, in 1690 ; which was attended with suc- 
cess. Afterwards, in 1690, be went against Uoabac 
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with a naval force and troops, nnder command also of 
Cleneral WaHey, and Major Savage, but the expedi- 
tion was not well conducted, and bad weather 
occurred, and no glory or profit was gained. In 
1692, Sir William was appointed Governor of Mas- 
sachusetts, under the second charter, granted at that 
time. He held the office about three years, but was 
not in all respects acceptable, nor fully competent 
for the station. He was considered a brave man, 
but not of sufficient political experience, or general 
information to qualify him for the chief magistracy 
of the province. He died in 1694, in England, 
whither he had repaired, to explain and justify some 
pajts of his official conduct, of which great complaints 
bad been made. 

PIOEERING, Hon. TIMOTHY L L. D. was a 
citizen of Salem, Massachusetts, and received a de- 

free in Harvard College, in the year 1763. In the 
ispute with Great Britain of 1770-1776, he early 
took a decided part in support of colonial rights. 
He was one of five delegates from Salem, to a Con- 
vention in Essex County, September 1774, '' to con- 
sider and determine on such measures as should ap- 
pear to be expedient for the county toadopt, at that 
alarming crisis." The other delegates from Salem, 
were Richard Derby, Jr., John Pickering, Jr., Capt. 
Jonathan Gardner and Capt. Richard Manning. Mr. 
Pickering gave attention to military tactics, as did 
many other meii of education at that period. He 

Erepared a treatise on military discipline, which was 
ighly approved. He early held a military commis- 
sion in the militia ; and when a detachment of British 
troops was sent from Boston to seize some military 
scores in Salem, February 1775, he collected a compa- 
ny <^ men to oppose them. He stationed them at a 
> Imdge which the British must pass to take the Stores ; 
and dJid oppose them ; and had not Rev. Dr. Barnard| 
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by mild language porsuaded the British officer to desist 
&om bis intended purpose, there would no doubt have 
been a collision of force ; and the plains of Lexia^ 
ton had not been the first spot wet with the blood of 
the free citizens of Massachusetts, in 1775. Oa the 
siarm of that day, April 19th, Colonel Pickering col^ 
lected two hundred or threehundred men and mard^d 
to Medford, to ac t as the exigency should reqiiira But 
they did not reach that place till late in the day, when 
no efficient assault could be made. The British troops, 
largely recruited, returned in a body to Charlestown^ 
that afternoon. Colonel Pickering was in the Conti« 
nental army through the war; and was sometime Ad- 
jutant General and Quarter Master General of thai 
army. At an early period of the federal governmeBt, 
formed in 1789, he was made Post Master General ; 
then Secretary of War — then, Secretary of State of 
United States* And some time after be retired from 
ttie last n^cmed office, he was chosen a RepreseofaCive 
and tf Senator in Congress, where he held a seat several 
years.. In all there stations, he conducted with sia* 
gular ability and fidelity. He had strong powers of 
mind, and extensive information. For two or three 
years, he was a member of the Supreme Executive 
of Massachusetts. Few men were so much in tti^ 
public service as Colonel Pickering. — From 1774 to 
I820y there were but few-years when he was not in 
s^me important: office. He died poor, but with an 
boncMrable fame, as a true^patriot and an incorrupts-i 
b|l6 public officer. He had habits of great industiryy 
Wd olten labored on his farm several hours in a day 
after he was seventy-five. Mr. Pickering died in 
1829, at the age of eighty-three. John Pickering of 
Salem, was his older brother ; and he also had sev- 
eral sons; one. of whom, Hon. John Pickering, may 
be classed among the most learned men in the ooun- 
try* 
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- POMEROY, General SETH was a citizen of 
Northampton ; and was sometime an officer in the 
war of 1756--1763. He early engaged with de- 
cision and ardor in defence of Colonial rights, when 
the political dispute began between Massachusetts 
and the British ministry, as to the authority of that 
goveirnment over the Colonies ; especially in imposing 
taxes and regulating the internal concerns of the 
Province. He had a seat in the first and second pro- 
vincial Congresses, as a delegate from Northampton. 
Joseph Hawley, Esq., was also a delegate from that 
town with Colonel Pomeroy. In October 1774, the 
Provincial Congress voted to organize an army from 
the militia, when these general officers were chosen, 
viz : Hon. Xedediah Preble, Hon. Artemas Ward, and 
Colonel SethPomerdy ; and in February 1776, Colonel 
John Thomas, and Colonel Wm. Heath were elected 
as Brigadier Generals. In November, he was one of 
a Committee to consider how the manufacturers in the 
Province might be improved. In February 1776, 
General Pomeroy, and the other general officers, were 
desired to recommend proper persons to be appointed 
field officers in the army then proposed to be raised. 
Twenty-two regiments were reported, in May 1776, 
to be complete; a regiment was at that time, also 
'"tinder command of General Ward, of General 
Thomas, and of General Heath. But soon after the 
Lieutenant Colonel of each was appointed to the 
command In July, three citizens of Massachu- 
setts were appointed Brigadier Generals by the 
Continental Congress, one of whom was Colonel 
Pomeroy, General Whitcomb, and R. Gridley, men 
also advanced in life. General Pomeroy did not con- 
tinue long in the public service. He was far ad- 
vanced in years, and of infirm health. He had been 
in the military service of the Province in the war 
of 1766-'62. So also had Ward, Thomas, Prescott, 
Stark, and Preble. 
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POWELL, Hon. JEREMIAH was an inhnbitant 
of Noith Yarmouth, Maine ; and a sincere friend to 
the liberties of the country. In October 1774, he 
was chosen by the provincial Congress a member of 
the council, then elected instead of the maTtdamus 
counsellors, so called, because appointed by the king 
and his ministers in England, in disregard of the 

Srovisions of the province charter. Mr. Powell and 
[r. John Erving, were also among the m^damus 
counsellors ; which is evidence that they belonged 
to the moderale party of that day. When an execu- 
tive council was again chosen, in July 1775, by the 
House of Representatives, Mr. Powell was elected ; 
and held that place several years, by an annual 
election of the Representatives ; a part of the time, 
he was president of that honorable board. They 
acted in the place of an executive, and exercised the 
powef^ uspally in the hands of the Governor and 
Council united. In 1780, the constitution of Massa* 
chusetts was adopted, and a Gov^nor was chosen. 
Among the counsellors of 1775, T6 and '77, were 
James Bowdoin, William Seaver, Samuel Dexter, 
Benjamin Greenleaf, Samuel Phillips, Professor John 
Winthrop, Timothy Danielson, Benjamin Austin, 
(senior,) Artemas Ward, Richard Derby, Jr., James 
Prescott, John Adams, Jedediah Preble, George 
Leonard, Jedediah Foster^ Caleb Cushing; but all 
these were not elected for those three years — ^A. 
Watd was in the military line, and J. Adams a 
member of the continental Congress, part of that 
time. , Mr. Powell died at North Yarmouth, in 
1784.  

PRAtV BENJAMIN was a native of Cohasset, 
formerly patt of Hingham, and received his public 
education in Harvard College with the plass of 1737, 
He bad the character of a learned and able jurist ; — 
perhaps no one had a higher reputation as a lawyer 
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in his time. He practised fleveral years in Massa- 
chusettSj with great success ; and in 1 7< &* V as ap- 
pointed Chief Justice of the Province of New York. 
He held the place scarcely two years ; having died 
in 1770. Beiore his time^ there were few lawyers 
in Massachusetts, of regular and proper education for 
that honorable profession. Towards the close of the 
last century, and especially after the peace of 1783, 
those who encaged in the practice of law were well 
educated, well informed, and not only as to the statutes 
of the commonwealth, but in the principles of juris- 

1>rudence, of natural; common, and constitutional 
, aw : as John Adams, James Otis, Jr., William Gush* 
ing, John Lowell, R. T. Paine, Oxenbridge Thaoher, 
James Sullivan, Theophilus Bradbury, Fisher Ames, 
Christopher Gore, George A. Minot, Harrison G. 
Otis, &c. Mr. Pratt sometimes indulged in poetical 
compositions; but few of his productions of this 
kind have been preserved. 

PREBLE, Captain EDWARD was a native of 
Portlcmd, and a son of General Jedediah Preble, af- 
ter noticed. When very young, he discovered a 
degree of enterprize and boldness, on several occa«- 
sions, seldoxn exhibited in a youth of fourteen or fif- 
teen. He studied some time at the Dummer Aeade« 
my, near Newbury port, under Mr. Moody, a fine 
classical scholar ; and it was the design of his father 
to give the son a collegiate education; but young 
Preble, it appears, preferred a more active lifei The 
war of the Revolution had commenced ; the father 
was a patriot, and probably nothing loth that his 
son should engage in the service of the country. As 
he had been brought up in a seaport, it was natural 
he should choose to enter the naval department. In 
1779, at the age of seventeen, he was a midshi|Rnan 
in the State sloop of war Protector, commanded by 
1. F. Williams ; who always spoke in high terms of 
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Preble, as a youth of courage and firmness. The 
Protector was taken, on her second cruise ; and the 
officers imprisoned at New York.. But Mr. Preble 
was released, after a few months, by the special in- 
fluence of a friend of his family ; and on his retunii 
entered on board another sloop of war, commanded 
by George Little. Captain Little was some time on ^ 
the coasts of Maine, and in and near Penobscot bay, 
where the British vessels were often found. Lieut. 
Preble, with a few men, was employed to attack an 
armed brig^ of the enemy in one of the harbors there. 
Gapt. Little run alongside the brig, and Preble and 
fourteen men leaped on board her. The officers and 
crew of the brig were greatly surprised, and unpre- 

fared to make very formidable resistance. Lieut, 
^reble behaved with remarkable energy and prompt- 
ness — he quelled all oppositionrJand took possession 
of the vessel. Some of the officers and men leaped 
out of the brig and swam ashore. When Capt. Lit- 
tle asked if he wanted more men, Preble replied, no 
«-^at he already had enough to work to advantage, 
and that he would carry off the brig with the few 
men he then had. The British vessel was taken to 
Boston. While on that station. Captain Little ren- 
dered much service to the American coastei-s and 
other small vessels visiting those waters^ Luther 

^ Little^ a brother of the Captain, was a Lieutenant 
with Preble on board of the same State sloop of war 
— and three braver officers perhaps, could not be 
found Jl)elonging to any ship of war of the United 
States. Mr. Preble continued in the station men- 
tioned till the peace in 1783 : and then was some- 
time ccHnmander of a merchant ship on foreign voy* 
Itges. When Congress ordered the Navy to be refit- 
^ and increased in 1798, on the numerous depreda- 
tions and insolent conduct of the French, several 
officers were appointed ; and Mr. Preble had a coip- 

, piisision as Lieutenant. He first commanded the 
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brig Pickering ; and in 1799, he was appointed to the 
CMunand of the Essex, of thirty-six guns ; in which 
he sailed to Batavia, for the protection of American 
merchant vessels engaged in the East India trade. 
He returned to America, in feeble health, in 1601 ; 
and was obliged to retire from public active service. 
Bat on the return of health, in 1803, he offered t^im- 
self to the goyernment, and was given the command 
of the Constitution. In the course of the year, he 
was ordered to the Mediterranean, where the Alger- 
ines were committing depredations on American 
commerce ; and had command of a squadron sent 
there at that time. He held negotiations with the 
Emperor of Morocco at Tangiers, which produced 
friendly relations with that power. Captain Preble 
was the chief officer in command, when the attack 
was made at Tripoli, in February 1804 ; and the 
frigate Philadelphia was burnt, which had been cap-* 
tured, and was lying in the harbor, and in possession 
of the Dey; and his gun4x)ats destroyed. The 
Philadelphia had been taken, and was fitting out by 
the Dey, to depredate on the vessels of the United 
States. Captain Preble formed the daring plan to 
burn her, and the Tripolitan gun-boats at the same 
time — and his lieutenant, afterwards Captain Deca« 
tnr, was entrusted with the execution of the hazard* 
ons enterprize. He was sufficiently bold for the un- 
dertaking ; and success attended the dangerous expe- 
dition; to the honorable fame both of Preble and 
Decatur. Soon after this event. Captain Preble ^as 
rdieved in his service on that station ; and returned 
to the United JStates. The officers ci the squadron 
UBited in an affectionate and respectfol address to hira 
when he left them. He always maintained his au:* 
diority over the^officers under him, and yet possessed 
their friendi^ip and ^ood will. After his return, the 
hei^th of Capt. P^eirie continued to decline, and he 
died iA 1W7, 9X the age •of ferty-five years. 

29 
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PREBLE, Hon. JEPEDIAH was a citizen of 
Falmouth, now Portland, and a distinguished patriot 
of 1774-75. He was chosen the first Major^eneral 
of the Massachusetts troops, ordered to be raised for 
the defence o^ the Province, in November 1774, but 
he declined ; and General Ward was next elected. 
He had been an ojaBLcer in the French war of 1768- 
60 ] and afterwards co^imanded Fort Pownall, at 
the mouth of the Penobscot river. He was one of 
Uie coimcil in 1774, chosen to act instead of the 
mandamus counselloi^s, so called, appointed by the 
British ministry. He was again chosen in 1775. 
Gen. Preble was one of five military men appointed 
in February 1775, to organize and command the 
militia called out by the Committee of Safety, '^ to 
resist any attempts to enforce the oppressive and un- 
constitutional acts of the British ministry." The 
Qthers were A. Ward, S. Pomeroy, John Thomas, 
and W. Heath. • General Preble had feeble health 
during the last years of his life ; and 4ied in 178^ 
at the age of sixty-seven* 

PRESCOTT, Hon. JAMES was of Groton, in 
the county of Middlesex ; and a representative from 
that towil in the General Court, many years, both 
before and a.fter the commencement of the war of 
the Revolution. He belonged, to the. committee of 
correspondence chosen by the House oi Repres^raita- 
tives, in 1773, to write to the general assemblies of 
the other colonies. In May 1774, h.e was one of the 
counsellors elected by the Representatives ; but re- 
ceived the negative of Governor Gage. And in 
1776, he was one of ^he board of the executive 
council diQsen by the House of Representatives ; for 
they did not recognize the mandamus counselloxe 
as constitutionally appointed. He had a seat in the 
convention in the county of Middlesex, in August 
1774, as a delegate. from Groton; and w^ chosen 
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presiSent of that patriotic assrembly — ^and was also a 
member of the three proyincia) Congresses holden in 
Massachusetts, October 1774, February 1775, and 
May 1776 — ^and the records of those meetings show 
that he was an active and efficient member. Mr. 
Prescott was a member of the House of Representa- 
tires, chosen in July 1775 ; and after that year was 
several times elected a representative, or a counsel- 
lor. After the constitution of Massachusetts was 
adopted, in 1780, and the judicial courts organized, 
he was a justice of the Court of Common Pleas for 
Middlesex county ; and some time the first justice of 
that court. He was highly respected for his intelli- 
gence and probity; aiid gratefully remembered as 
-one of the patriots who successfully contended for 
liberty, in 1775. 

4 

PRESCOTT, Hon. OLIVER was a citizen of 
Grolon, and publicly educated at Harvard College, 
where he was graduated in 1750. He chose the 
profession of medicine, and had the reputation of a 
learned and skilful physician. He engaged zeal- 
ously in the dispute with Great Britain, and acted 
in concert with the other two of the same family, 
here mentioned, and with the whig party at that 
memorable periods He was a delegate to the con- 
vention for the county of Middlesex, holden in Au- 
gust 1774. And at a later date was a member of 
the legislature of Massachusetts. In 1780, he re- 
ceived the office of Judge of Probate for that county ; 
which he held for more than twenty years. In his 
character and deportment, he united honesty and 
fidelity with dignified and courteous manners. And 
as judge of the Probate Court, he was patient, con^^ 
descending and impartial. He belonged to the med- 
ical society, and to the American academy of arts 
and sciences, which enrolled among its members th^ 
most learned men in the Staite. 
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PRESCOTT, Colonel WILLIAM was a citizen 

of Pepperell, in the county of Middlesex, s^ Slate 
of Massachusetts. He . took a decided part in sup- 
port of civil liberty, at an early period of the dis- 
pute with Great Britain, which led to the Reyolu- 
tion. He attended the Middlesex convention, as a 
delegate from Pepperell, in September 1774 ; and the 
Provincial Congress at C^mcord, in the month of Oo^ 
tober of that year. Before that time he Jbad been 
chairman of the committee of correspondence in that 
town. He seemed particularly fitted for oommand 
in the military line ; and had a Colcmel's commis- 
sion in May 1775, with authority to raise a regiment 
for the public defence. Twenty-two regiments were 
raised at that time ; and three more^ but not com- 
pletely full. Colonel Prescott had seen military ser- 
vice in the war of 1766 ; and he had the character 
of a man of energy and decision. When it was re- 
solved by the Provincial Congress and Committee of 
Safety, on the 16th of June, to take possession of 
Charlestown heights, and to fortify the place, CoIck 
nel Prescott was appointed to command the detach- 
ment ordered on that enterprise. He had nearly two 
rep[iments under his command; numbering about 
fiUeen hundred. He had recruits furnished en the 
17th, just before the battle began^ making the whole 
number of American troops a little more than two 
thousand ; probably two thousand five hundred — ^but 
many of these were not in the fortress, thrown up 
during the night oif 16th and morning of 17 tb, and 
which was under the immediate command of Pres* 
cott. Some of the men engaged in that battle were 
firom Connecticut, and some from New Hampshi3r6| 
and General Israel Putnam, of Connecticut, had the 
superintendence of the afiair, and of the troops th^a 
ordered and assembled. Colonel Prescott folly asd 
bravely performed the dangerous service assigned 
him. He remained in the fort, commanded m the 
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foirty and most hei^ically defended it, till the ammu- 
nition of his men was wholly exhausted, and it be- 
came a duty to abandoait. According to the most 
authoa^tic statement, there were engaged in the bat- 
tle,' — of the British troops three: thousand first, and 
a reinforcement of one thousand more, — of the Ame- 
ricans, fifteen hundred at first, and an addition of 
one thousand, just before the battle began. Of the 
British, eighteea hundred and fifty-one killed and 
wounded ; eighty-five of which were commissioned 
ofiicers — seven hundred and forty-six killed, eleven 
hundred and five wounded. Of the Amiericans, a- 
bbut three hundred and twenty killed, wounded and 
taken prisoners. Colonel Prescott continued ifl the 
army the greater part of the war^ when feeble iiealth 
induced him to retire from the public service. He 
had a captain's commission under General John 
Winslow, 1756, in Nova Scotia. Colonels Pomeroy, 
Ward^ and Thomas, and Captain Gamaliel Bradford, 
were also in that war. 

PRINCE, Rev. THOMAS was a native of Sand- 
wich, in the c^d colony of Plymouth ; and received 
his public education in Harvard College, where he 
was graiduated in 1707. He then visited Europe, 
and was absent several years. In this tour, he 
gained much knowledge of literary men, and col- 
lected books, not to be purchased in America. On 
his return, he was ordained, in 171S^ over the cou- 
gational society in Boston, worshipping in the Old 
uth church. The celebrated Dr. Joseph Sewall 
was his elder colleague pastor, Mr. Prince was a 
great reader, and well acquainted with history, 
especially tvith ecclesiastical history. But he was 
not a very popular preacher. He was a faithful 
pastor and zealous and exemplary . as a christian 
minister. The New England Chronicle, prepared 
and published by him, is accurate as a compilation; 

29* 
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and must have cost him imidi labot : but- a gnat 
part of it does aot relate to New England. He gires 
the dates of important events from the beginning of ^ 
the Christian era, from the time of Solomon, of*' 
Moses and of Noah ; and as a matter of reference it 
may be found nsefnl. He had a great regard for the 
character and principles of the puritan fathers c£ 
New England, and was strongly attached to the ccm* 
gregational system of church government, as most 
agreeable to primitive and apostolic usage. He died 
in 1758, at the age of seventy-two. 

PRINCE, or PRENCE, Hon. THOMAS who 
was several years governor of Plymouth colony, 
came to America in 1621, in the ship Fortune, with 
several others of the Leyden church* He was 
rather a young man at the time ; for he survived to 
the year 1673, when he died at the age of seventy- 
seven years. Soon after his arrival, he married a 
daughter of the venerable Elder Brewster ; and he 
had much of the spirit of that excellent man. It 
cannot be said that he was very learned ; but he 
was always the friend and advocate of learning. 
Common schools were introduced by his infloeneei 
into the towns i^ Pljrmouth colony ; and be urged 
the making provisicHi for their support while he 
lived. He was chosen governor of the colony, m 
1634, and again in 1638 ; and on the death of Got* 
ernor Bradford, he held the {dace of chief magistrate 
till his death, in 1673. For several years after his 
arrival, he lived in the town of Duxbury, situated 
on the north side of the bay of Plymouth ; and some* 
time also at Eastham, in the county of Barnstable. 
But while governor he lived in Plymouth, a law of 
the colony requiring the chief magistrate to have his 
residence there. When illiterate persixis pot thrai^ 
selves forward as public speakers in the churefa^ he 
as well 90 Grovemoir' Bradfnd, and Govemov Wins* 
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desiraua of h&Ting the leligioua toacfaef a nmno£ 
laarnmg^ 

PUTNAM, Gensbju, ISRAEL was a native ctf 
Dangers, Massachusetts, but early removed to Pom- 
firet, in Coonectieiit, ajoid beeame a farnter/ He was 
several years, between 1755 and 1763, in tla^ mili- 
tary service at the north and west, when war raged ^ 
between Ftngtand and France. He was considered 
a brave officer, and was often in imminmt danget 
from the Indiana^ who, at that period, were chi^y 
on the side of the French, through the influence of 
their priests. When the affair at Lexington and 
Concord took place, on the 19th of April 1775, be 
left his plough and lepaired immediately to Gam* 
brij^, where the militia of Massachusetts were ool* 
looting under General Ward. He soon returned to 
Connecticut, and collected a large body of men, acbd 
again^ hastened to Cambridge, to assist in the defeooe 
of the country. At the battle on the heights of 
Chatiestowa, on the 17th of June, he was preseof 
and active; and had the general superint^cidence of 
the movements on that ever memorable day. . While 
Colonel Prescott bravely commanded in the intreneh* 
meat, thrown up the previous ni^t,'General Pulnasn 
was bringing, on new recruits to support those who 
w^e first there, and directing them where they 
would i^obably be the most useful in checking the , 
British troops. He lemaiiied on. the heights till tlMc 
American troops had made good their retreat. Soon 
after, he received the appointment of Major-Qeneral 
in the.eoBtinental army. General Washington.often 
gave' him the command of very importaut enteJ^« 
pjuzesj In this winter of '75 ssid '76, when- it i wa(s 
propoeed to make an attack oa di« British trooj^ m 
Bostoa from Cambridge, it was intended to. send 
^mo divaskma tuader Sullivan. nxA Grewe^i tiiei 
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whole to be under the direction of General Putnam. 
He appears always to have had the confidence of 
Washington, as a brave and judicious olSBicer. His 
courage, indeed, was never doubted by those who 
bad no prejudices against him. He survived 4he 
war of the Revolution several years ; and his de- 
<diiiing years were soothed by the consoling and 
cheering hopes of the gospel. 

PUTNAM, RUPUS was an inhabitant of Rut- 
land, in the county of Woreester, when the Revolu- 
tionary war began : and early engaged in the mili- 
tary service for the defence of the province, and the 
preservation of its charter rights. In 1775, he had 
the rank of Lieutenant Colonel, in the regiment com- 
manded by D. Brewer ; and in 1776 he had a com- 
mission as chief Colonel of a regular continental regi- 
mentfin the Massachusetts line of the army. Ue 
continued in the public i^ervice till the close of the 
war, in IjTSS. He had the reputation of a brave and 
resolute officer ; and when he retired from the field, 
he had the rank of Brigadier General. In 1786, 
with a few* others, who had been officers in the 
Revoluticms^y army, he made a settlement on the 
river Ohio, and gave it the name of Marietta. He 
pnrchased a large lot of land; and had it well culti- 
vated. He survived to the age of eighty, or nearly 
that period of years; and was much esteemed, not 
only for his gallant and patriotic services in the 
army, but for his virtues as a citizen. 

PYNCHON, WILLIAM Esq., was one of the 
original patentees of the territory of Massachusetts 
Bay ; and cam» over with a large company in 1630* 
With some- others of the company, he early settled at 
the place sinde called Roxbury. He was one of the 
board of assistants to advise the Governor, and aid 
io tbe administration of the civil affiiirs of the 
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colony. He continued one of the board till he re- 
moved to Springfield, Agawam, on Connecticut river, 
in 1636. tie had property and a good education, 
and was considered one of the pfincipal characters 
in the colony for several years. He visited England 
between the years 1640 and 1650, but afterwards re- 
turned to Massachusetts. In his theological views, 
he differed from all or most of his contemporaries, 
on one point deemed important, and by many as es- 
sential. He considered the sufferings and death of 
Christ not as an atonement, according to the ortho- 
dox or Calvinistic system ; but as trials of his obedi- 
ence, in faithfully performing the work assigned him 
by God, as the teacher, and Redeemer of manldod. 
His great sufferings were inevitably connected wiA 
the faithful performance oi the duty given him to 
Adfil ; and he was obedient even unto death ; he was 
faithful to his divine commission, though sufferings 
and death were the known consequences of his*fidrt- 
ity. Rev. Mr. Norton was appointed to ansvrar Mt. 
Pyncheon's book; and he acknowledged that he 
had expressed himself less guardedly and accnratdtf 
than he might have done ; but appears not to have 
recanted his opinion. He wrote a reply to Mr. Nor>- 
ton's book, and expressed nearly the same vkiWB 
which he had first advanced. 



CHAPTER XIV. 
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QUINCY, JOSIAH Jttn. Esq. was bom at 
-Brain tree, now Quincy, where. bis ancestors lived 
ibr four or five generations ; and several of whom 
had been in public life. He received bis public edu- 
cation in Harvard College, with the class of 1763 : 
and on leaving the University read law with Oxen- 
bridge Thacher, Esq. of Boston. At an early age, 
he had the character of a good scholar ; and when 
he engaged in the practical duties of the profession, 
the expectatk)ns of his friends ' were high as to his 
future usefulness and success. In 1770, when he 
had been but about five years at the bar, he was en- 
gaged in a very important cause, which aJSprded 
evidence of his high standing ; the defence of Cap- 
tain Preston, and several of his men, charged with 
murder, in attacking and killing several inhabitants 
of Boston, March 6th, 1770. Mr. John Adams was 
joined with him in this defence. It was ably con- 
ducted, and the accused were acquitted. In 1774, 
he visited England, by request of some patriotic cit- 
izens, to learn the plans and intentions of the British 
government towards the colonies : whether the pol- 
icy began would be pursued ; and what were the 
opinions of the people of England, relating to the dis- 
pute between that country and the British Ameri- 
can colonies. After passing a few motiths in Eng- 
land, he embarked for America, but did not live to 
reach his home. He died the day before the ship ar- 
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Tived« His health bad been feeble for sometime. 
Mr. Quincy had the spirit and feelings of a genuine 
patriot. Though of an ardent temperament, and 
warmly devoted to the canse of civil liberty, he had 
a good degree of 'prudence, and perceived the im- 
portance of opposing the measures of the British ad- 
ministration,' not only with decision and firmness, 
but with due deliberation and caution. When the 
people were much excited,, and their feelings pro- 
voked by some unexpected event, he advised them 
to use moderation. When they were in a state of 
apathy, because they were not suffering at the mo* 
ment, he urged them to watchfulness and consid- 
eration, as the plan might be maturing for the utter 
destruction of their freedom. 

» 

READ, JOHN Esq., received his education in 
Harvard College, with the class of 1697. He enter- 
ed the profession of law, and rose to great eminence 
amoog the legal gentlemen of his time. There were, 
indeed, few great lawyers in Massachusetts at that 
period. Some pleaded their own cause in the courts } 
and others employed silch as had confidence to speak 
in public, however superficial or ignorant ; especial- 
ly if they would work cheap. There was at that 
period an unreasonable prejudice against lawyers, 
and they were not properly encouraged. They were 
seldom chosen legislators, or appointed to public of- 
fice in the government. Mr. Read was chos^Q a J^p* 
resentative in the General Court, for Boston, in the 
year 1724; but did not receive a similar election af- 
terwards.. Benjamin Pratt and Ox^bridge Thacher 
were also members of the Qeneral Court from Bos- 
ton ; and after them, James Otis, Jr. and John Ad- 
amS| before the Revolution. From his time, l^al 
leamine was deeii»d;inore important in those- who 
(BBgagea in the profession «c^ the law; and the char^ 
acter of gentlemen of the bar improved. In the gen* 
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eiftlioii after Mr. fiead, — say 1750 to 1775!,«^appaitr- 
ed Shirley, BoUan, &. Dasia, Trowbridge^ B. Fratt, 
O. Tbacher, J. Sevall, R. T. Painey D. LeonajDd, 
N. P. Sargent, W. CushlDg, P. Winslow, S. Qiiiiacy^ 
J. Quincy, Jr., J. Adams, D. Sevall, T. Bradbiayf 
J. Bliss, J. Hawley, G. Strong, R. Guahing. 

REED, Rev. JOHN D. D. was a natiTe of 
Bridge water, Titicut Parish, wbere his father was 
the minister of a Congregational Church. Mr* 
Reed had his public education in Yale College, 
and settled in the ministry in the west parish 
of Bridgewater. He continued his connection with 
that people as their pastor, until he was far ad-* 
Tanced in years. He was above eighty, at the tiaae 
of his decease, in 1829. He represented the county 
of Plymouth, in the Congress of the United States, 
several years after be was sixty. Dx. Reed po^ 
sessed superior talents ; and excelled most of hia 
cledrical brethren, as a metaphyskian. Few wens 

S[ual to him in close reasaning and sound argument, 
e made just distinctions, and was^ dear and accn- 
rate in his language, both iu his writingaiMl conver- 
sation, lu his day, the question of the morial free- 
dom of man was often the subject of discussion : 
and the peculiar docUwes of Galvioism were also 
frequeatiy debated. In all these. Dr. Reed was aide 
and masterly ; few were able to compete with hia 
successfutly. Rev. Mr. Niles was generally his an- 
tO|;onist in these discumions. He was an able joan, 
aikd a subtile reasoner^ Bui fieither jooald coavinoe 
the other of his alleged enaors !0q these qpectt> 
lajtive poiots, Dr. Reed was an advocate fw the 
moral power of man, so fiir as. to make him account- 
able for ihe exercises, of his wiU, and not another* 
He WAS apraotiead, though an argumentativie 
pfeaeher, and soughi; lo improve h» heueia, both in 
knovl^ge and victoHL 
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RETERE, Colonel PAUL was a citizen of Bos*" 
ton, and an ingenious mechanic. He was much re- 
spected by his fellow citizens, both for his integrity 
and hisjsocial qualities as a companion. When ar- 
bitrary measures of the British ministry towards 
Massadiu^etts wtsre adopted, in 1765, and pursued 
until they provc^ed resistance and revolution, Mr. 
Revere was found among the most ardent and 
patriotic. Several of the mechanics in Boston took 
an active part in the dispute before the war com-^ 
menced, as they did in the field after it began. For 
some time before that event, in 1775, there was a 
club of the patriotic citizens, which frequently met 
for the purpose of teaming the movements of the to- 
nes, and for deliberating on the most suitable means 
of defence or of resistance. Petitions and remon- 
strances were the only weapons used either by them 
or by the members of >the legislature, who often pub- 
licly discussed the subject. Colonel Revere was one 
of this club ; Dr. Joseph Warren, Samuel Adams, 
John Hancock, and other men of education, often 
met with them. Revere was ready to execute any 
plans whicfh Dr. Warren and others might advise or 
propose. He gave Warren information on the even- 
ing of the 18th of April, 1775, that some of the Brit- 
ish troops, then stationed in Boston, were probably 
preparing for an expedition into the country. It 
was soon found that a detachment was in motion to 
cross Charles river, to Cambridge or Charlestown ; 
and it was supposed the object was to destroy mili- 
tary stores, collected at Concord hy order of the pro- 
vincial Congress of Massachusetts, then or a few 
dajrs before, sitting in that town — or to seize on the 
persons of Samuel Adams and John Hancock, who 
were particularly obnoxious to the British ministry 
for their opeft and decided opposition to the policy of 
the administration in England, and who were then 
known to be at Lexington, at the house of Rev. Mr. 
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Clark. Dr. Warren advised Revere to hasten to 
Lexington and give the alarm, and to proceed to 
Concord with information of the plan, so that the 
military stores might be removed, or otherwise se- 
cured. The advice was promptly and faithfully fol- 
lowed, as readily as if it had been an order from the 
highest legal authority. These eminent patriots 
were seasonably notified, and retired from Mr. 
Clark's, whose house was near the public road. 
This was but a few moments before the British 
troops reached the common in Lexington, near the 
house of Mr. GJark, on their way to Concord. They 
here halted, after having fired on a few of the militia 
just assembled from the neighborhood, on the report 
of the expedition from Boston — but who offered no 
resistance, nor proposed to make any. Meantime, 
Revere proceeded on the road towards Concord, to ful- 
fil tl^e other part of his instructions. But he was soon 
met by British officers, and placed under the keep- 
ing of armed men, not however till he found meass 
of forwarding intelligence to Concord of the approach 
of British troops, and their intended purpose* In 
the course of the day, Mr. Revere was released, or 
found means of escape, as the British had . their 
hands full, and in the latter part of the day were 
chiefly concerned to get back into Boston, with as 
little injury or delay as possible. In June 1775, Mr. 
Revere was employed to engrave four copper-plates 
for colony notes, at £6 each, and to print fourteen 
thousand five hundred and sixty* impressions at £3, 
6^. 8 a thousand ; and July 8th,' to impress eighteen 
hundred and seventy-four sheets, at 6s, a hundred. 
Colonel Revere continued faithful to the cause, and 
received a commission as MajcH*, and'then as Colonel, 
in the army raised for the defence of the country. 
He was then a young man ; and lived long after the 
war of the Revolution was over — ^highly respected ty 
his fellow citizens, and a friotfd and supporter of Jaw 
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and order, as well as an advocate for constitutional 
liberty. 

REYNER, Rev. JOHN who perhaps may with 
propriety be considered the first settled minister in 
Plymouth; came into the country in 1636, and was 
immediately called to the pastoral ofiSLce in that place. 
They had, indeed, several preachers before him, for 
short periods ; but who were not chosen by the church 
to be the permanent pastor and teacher. Elder 
Brewster conducted the public religious services when 
these was no person with them of the clerical profes- 
sion. . A Mr. Ilogers officiated some time ; but be- 
came partially deranged, and was not continued. — 
Mr. Smith was with them in 1630 and 1631, but 
proved to be "of very inferior gifts," in the estimation 
of those who had been taught by so able a man as 
Robinson : and he also discontinued the pastoral of- 
fice in that church. Roger Williams was with them 
as a religious teacher two or three years, in 1632 and 
1634 He was allowed to possess " bright accom- 
plishments, but of unstable judgment ; and who be- 
gan to v^it some oflfensive errors ; " and was there- 
fore permitted or desired to leave them. Lyford, who 
was sent over to them in 1624, by some enemies of 
the Pilgrims, cannot be justly said to be the minister 
of the church : and he was soon ordered to leave the 
colony, with severe rebuke and censure, both as a 
minister and a man. He was proved to be a very 
immoral character; as well as an enemy to the church 
and government of Plymouth. And yet some writers 
are so ignorant, or so prejudiced, as to state that 
Xiyford was not permitted to remain, merely because 
^e was favorable to the Church of England ! Rev. 
O.. Chauncy, afterward President of Harvard College, 
preachBd at Plymouth some time, on his first coming 
mto the country, as an assistant to Mr. Reyner. And 
80 also did Rev. John Norton, who came over by re- 
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quest of Gov. Wiosloxr ; but he remained m Ply- 
mouth only a few months, when he removed to Ips^ 
wich ; and was there the able and faithful pastor 
several years. Afterwards, he removed to Bo^n, 
on the death of Mr. Cotton, and was assistant to Mr. 
Wilson. It is supposed that Mr. Reyner was a brother- 
in-law of Crovernor Bradford ; but (this is uncer- 
tain. Yet he was truly a christian brother. He is 
described as ^' an able and godly m^n ; of a meek 
and humble spirit, sound in the truth, and everyway 
unreprovable in his life and conversation ; " and the 
Plymouth people ^^ enjoyed his labors several years, 
with much peace and comfort." In 1654, Mr. Rey- 
ner left Plymouth, and went to Dover, in New Hamp- 
shire, an early settlement, where he was the pastor 
and teacher till his death, in 1669. From the invita- 
tion given by the Salem people, in 1629, to the puri- 
tans at Plymouth, to join in the formation of a church, 
and the separation of their ministers to office ; from 
the evident religious intercourse of Chauncy and 
Norton, with the Plymouth church — and from a sim- 
ilar union in religious worship and service, of Rev. 
Mr. Wilson and Gov. Winthrop, in 1631 ; it fully ap- 
pears, that the churches of Plymouth, of Salem, and 
of Boston, agreed in their sentiments on church gor- 
emment and discipline, and the fonns of worship. 
And this is also declared by Josiah Cotton, son of 
Rev. Mr. Cotton, and grandson of Mr. Cotton of Bos- 
ton ; who says, " The platform of the church discip- 
line and government agreed upon by the synod at 
Cambridge, in 1648, was entirely agreeable to the 
sentiments of the Plymouth church, and according 
to the model before laid down by their pastor, Mr. 
Robinson. Some of the most famous in that synod 
acknowledged the light they derived from the Ply- 
mouth church ; which, being the first, became a pat- 
tern by which the rest were modelled ; whose mem- 
bers, being but lately withdrawn from the church of 
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England, could not be supposed to be so well studied 
in the controTersy as the other ; which was of longer 
standing, and had borne the burden and heat of the * 
day." Mr. Cotton also observes, '' the Plymouth 
church sent messengers (as requested) to Salem,~ in 
1629, to give the right hand of fellowship to the church 
ih^e; which was the seeand ehnxch in the country." 
Plymouth church had no delegation in the synod of 
1648. Were they prevented sending by any auspi- 
cioKf that power might be given to the clergy, incon- 
sistent with the independence of the churches ! 

RICHARDSON, Hon. WILLIAM MERCHANT 
L L. D. received his public education in Harvard 
College, and was graduated with the class of 1797. 
On leaving the University he prepared for the profes- 
sion of the law ; and after'a few years of practice, re- 
ceived the appointment of Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court in New Hampshire. He died in 
1838, at the age of fifty-nine, usually estimated as 
th4» meridian of life. He was ranked among the 
learned jurists of his time ; and esteemed as a sound 
lawyer, and . an able and upright judge. While a 
pleader at the bar, he was powerful and eloquent ; 
uniting a good knowledge of legal principles and a 
happy elocutibn, which rendered him very popular, 
and procured him many clients. He represented 
Middlesex District, Massachusetts, in Congress in 
1812 ; and after this period removed to the State of 
' New. Hampshire. He began the practice of law in 
the county of Middlesex. 

RIPLEY, Rev. EZRA D. D., was bom at Pom- 
fret, in the State of Connecticut ; and had his public 
education in Harvard College, with the class of 1776, 
but at an age a little more advanced than most of 
the.gradtt^tes^. ; .He. officiated, a short time, a/a A ol^^'' 
]ainintihe.M:n)jy,iiai^d>ihdm settled luithe iebfisti^i* 
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ministry in Concord, Massachusetts, as sucoesaor of 
Rev. William Emerson, who died when a chaplain 
to the troops belonging to that State, in 1776. Dr. 
Ripley had the character of a learned theologian ; 
and was a popular preacher. He always spoke feel* 
ingly from the pulpit, on the important subject of reli- 
gion: his discourses were at once evangelical and 
practical. He ranked among the Unitarian, or liber* 
al clergy ; and was one of the fathers of that peca« 
liar faith. His publications were chiefly sermons at 
ordinations, and at the funeral of some of his breth- 
ren who had been in the ministry. He survived to 
a great age, and had the perfect exercise of his intel- 
lectual powers until the close of Jife. Though he 
had a colleague for several years, he often preached 
to his people till a few months before his death. He 
died in 1841, at the age of ninety-two years. 

ROBINSON, Rev. JOHJ^ was the minister of 
Duxbury, in the County of Plymouth, from 1698 to 
1737. He was a native of Dorchester, and received 
his public education in Harvard College, with the 
class of 1695. It has been said he was a descend* 
ant of Rev. John Robinson, pastor of the pilgrim 
Church at Ley den. But there is no sufficient psoof 
of it ; nor is. it probable. The widow and a son of 
the pastor of the Leyden Church, came to Plymouth 
after his death ; and settled at Barnstable with Rer. 
Mr. Lothrop; in 1639. That son was Isaac, and his 
descendants lived in Barnstable county. There 
were two men by name of Robinson, yrbo weie 
freemen of Dorchester, in 1640 and 1641 ;'^but it ia 
sot probable they were sons of the Leyden pastor of 
chat name. In the early Tecords of Plymouth, there 
as no acccmnt of any other son than Isaac. There 
is a tradition that Isaac had a brother, who went lo 
Ca^ Ann, or some part of Essex county, soon after 
the widow and family arrived, in 1634. But the 
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two BolMiiflons at Dorchester, in 1640, could hardly 
be his sons, and grandsons of the pastor. For they 
must be above twenty-one to be admitted freemen. 
^Mr. Robinson was minister in Duxbury about thirty- 
height years, when he left that place, and removed to 
Lebanon, in Cannetticut ; and there resided till his 
decease. The elder Governor Trumbull, of Ckm- 
necticttt, married a daughter of Mr. Robinson ; and 
this, no doubt, induced him to remove to that town. 
The present learned Dr. Robinson is a great-grand- 
son of the Duxbury minister. Rev. Mr. Robinson 
was a good scholar, and an able logician. He was 
a powerful preacher. His sermons were argument- 
ative and sententious. The writer has seen and 
read many of them in manuscript. But Mr. Rob- 
inson had naturally very strong feelings, — he was . 
ardent and quick; and did not always govern his 
temper as he ought: He had disputes with his 
people, chiefly on account of their backwardness in 
paying his salary. In all other respects he was a 
iaith&il pastor, and a good man. The people no 
doubt merited some rebuke for their remissness; 
and he was bound to provide for his family. 

ROGERS, Rev. EZEEIEL came to Massachu- 
setts in 1637, and was minister of the then recently 
£3rmed church and society at Rowley, in the coun^ 
ty of Essex ; some of them having been members of 
his congregation in England. He had the character 
of a learned and judicious divine, and of a faithful 
pastor. He descended from the celebrated martyr, 
Rev. John Rogers, who suffered for nonconformity to 
papal forms in the time of Queen Mary, 1560. Na- 
' ihaniel Rogers, some time pastor of the church in 
Ipswich, was his brother ; and he also was a learned 
and able theologian. From these two pious men 
have descended all who bear that honorable name 
ia Massachusetts, and neighboring States ; eight or 
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nine of whom Were clergymen. Both Nathaniel and 
Ezekiel sitjSered much in England for their noncon- 
formity/ before they came to America. 

RUSSELL, Hon. THOMAS a native of Charles- 
town, but a citizen of Boston after he arrived at 
manhood, was reputed the greatest merchant of his 
time, in the State. His most active and prosperous 
days were from 1783 to 1798, the time of his de- 
cease. His business was more extensive than that 
of any one man ; and he was remarkably successful 
in his mercantile enterprizes. He was industrious, 
methodical, and honorable in his dealings. He gen- 
erally attended in person to the business in which be 
was engaged ; and always perfectly understood the 
true state of his aff^iirs. He visited Europe when a 
young man, which was probably an advantage to 
him afterwards in his mercantile pursuits. He hc^ 
the full confidence of his. fellow citizens, and was 
elected to many important trusts : to a seat in the 
House of Representatives, of the Senate, and of the 
Supreme Executive Council. He belonged to sev- 
eral religious and benevolent associations ; and was 
several years President of the Society for Propa- 
gating the Gospel among the Indians, and others* 
destitute of stated means of religion. He also con- 
tributed liberally to the funds of the society. In all 
his^dealings with others, whether merchants or me- 
chanics, he was fair and honest : no one could just- 
ly accuse him, of acts of oppression against the poor 
or the ignorant. 
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SANGER Rev. ZEDEKIAH D. D. was a native 
of ^erburne, Massachusetts, and received his public 
education in Harvard College, with the class of 
1771, the largest which had then been in that sem- 
inary. After keeping a school a short time, he 
studied theology; and, in 1776^ was ordained, as 
pastor of the church in Duxbury, and county of Ply* 
mouth. He continued there only a few years, on 
account of a complaint in his eyes. But, the disease 
being in some measure removed, he resume his 
ministerial labors,^ and was settled in the south 
parish of Bridgewater, where he remained ufitil his 
decease, in 1820, at the age of seventy. Dr. Sanger 
was a respectable scholar, and was one of the original 
members of the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences. He was happy in his didactic composi- 
tions ; for he was chaste and perspicuous ; and as a 
preacher, evangelical and popular and liberal. He 
seldom discussed speculative or controversial sub- 
jects in the pulpit. His object was to state the great 
truths of revelation clearly and fully, to present the 
doctrines of grace to the mind and heart, and excite 
men to inquiry and consideration on the momentous 
subject of religion. It appeared that he spoke with 
sincerity, and felt the truth and importi^nce of the 
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Statement he presented ; and the hearers, therefore, 
were the m(5re ready to give careful attention to his 
instructions. In his pastoral visits he was affectioii* 
ate and instructive. His manner invited the free 
disclosure of the-mind with all its anxieties ; and he 
could afford the consolation, the direction, and the 
Admonitions most suitable and proper for every case. 
To the young, his conversation and deportment 
were remarkably attractive. 

SALTONSTALL, Hon. GURDON was a son of 

Nathaniel, after naiped ; and had his public educa- 
tion in Harvard College, with the class of 16^4. He 
/Chose the clerical profession ; and was ordained over 
the congregational church and society in New Lon* 
don, in 1691. > -He had superior talents, and was a 
good scholar. In his person and manners, he was 
highly dignified ; and a very eloquent and popular 
preacher. At the age of forty years, he was consid- 
ered at the head of his profession ; and on the death 
of Fitz John Winthrop, in 1707, the second Govemot 
of Connecticut, after the union of New Haven and 
Hartford, he was elected chief magistrate of that 
colony. This was a singular instance; for there 
was a law that the Governor should be chosen out 
of the board of magistrates; but it was repealed, 
that the people might vote for Mr. Saltonstall. The 
clergy, also, advised him to take the office; and he 
was well qualified for it ; for at that period the clwgy 
were, at least, theoretic politicians; some charged 
them with improperly interfering in political and 
civil concerns. He continued to be elected Governot 
for sixteen years. He died in 1724, at the age <rf 
fifty-nine years. Some of his biographers have 
represented him '^ as the greatest and best man Vk 
New England," in his day. This may appear to be 
the extravagant language of mere eulogy — ^but there 
is no just reason to doubt its entire truth. His wife 
was a daughter of William Whittingham, a descend- 
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ant of the famous Whittinghain, one of the first 
puritans, in 1654. She was of a generous spirit ; and, 
like her husband, gave much for public purposes. 

, SALTONSTALL, Sir RICHARD came to Mas- 
sachusetts in 1630, with the large company of fifteen 
hundred ; and was one of the principal men of that 
company. Ue ^was a non-conformist, but more 
moderate and temperate in his opposition to the es- 
tablished Episcopal church than most of those who 
first emigrated to Massachusetts. He was of a re- 
spectable family, as his title indicates ; and he bad 
a good estate. He was one of the original patentees 
of the colonial territory ; and an assistant before and 
after the removal of the charter to Massachusetts. 
Soon after the company arrived in Boston harbor, 
he concluded to fix his abode at Watertown, on the 
l^nks of Charles river, and Rev. Mr. Phillips and 
others accompanied him. He brought several of his 
family with him, both sons and daughters. But the 
privaticms to which they were subjected the first 
winter, were so severe, that the daughters prevailed 
with their father to return to England in the spring 
of 1631. Sir Richard lived several years after his 
ireturn, and always proved to be an efficient friend 
to the colony. Two of his sons remained in Massa- 
chusetts, and he and his descendants, of every gener- 
ation, have been in puhlic life, well educated men, 
and of great influence in society. Sir Richard and 
several of his descendants, were generous friends of 
Harvard CoUege-^and those born in the colony were 
^ucated in that seminary. Richard Saltonstall, 
son of Sir Richard, remained in Massachusetts 
the greater part of his life ; for, when some early 
returned to England, he resolved that he would not 
leave the colony so long as the christian ordinances 
were observed agreeably to apostolic direction and 
example. He did, howeveri go to England in 1673, 
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and continued there several years, but came back ¥> 
Massachusetts, and was chosen an assistant, when 
above seventy years of age. He opposed the plan 
for a standing council, in 1643, when some of the 
clergy, and a few others, who probably expected to 
retain political power; favored such a measure. Mr« 
Saltonstall considered it a dangerous innovation. 
Some proposed to censure him in public, for his op* 
position; but, satisfied both of his honesty and /in- 
fluence, they refrained from any condemnation of 
him. Nathaniel Saltonstall, who had his education 
in Harvard College, with the class of 1659, a son of 
Richard, last named, settled at Haverhill. He was 
also one of the assistants, and a firm friend of the 
rights and liberties of the people in the time of Sir 
Edmund Andros, and ''that creature" Edward 
Randolph* As an assistant, he was a member of 
the highest Judicial Court in the ccdony ; and UAder 
the province or second charter, of 1691, he had a 
commission as a justice of the Superior Court of Ji^ 
dicature. ft is believed he did not fully consent to 
the prosecutions and condemnations for alleged 
witchcraft, in 1692 — ^but the majority of the justices, 
and even the learned William Stoughton, encour* 
aged by Rev. Cotton Mather, a very credulous and 
superstitious man, though of great learning, gave 
judgment against the unfortunate sufferers. 

SARGEANT, Hon. NATHANIEL PEASLEE 
received his public education in Harvard College, 
where he was graduated in 1750. He engaged in 
the profession of the law, and had the character of 
an able and honest attorney. He may justly be 
ranked-among the patriots of 1770 and i776j wfco 
disapproved of the arbitrary measures of the Briti^ 
administration, and sought to preserve the rights 
atkd liberties of the people. He was not perhaps so 
ardent as some others; but be was decided in sup* 
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port of ciril freedom^ aifd could always t)e depended 
upon, as a prudent and efficient supporter of the ' 
ancient priTiie^s and rights of the colonies. Mr. 
Sa^eant was a delegate from the town of Haverhill, 
where he then practised law, to the second Pro- 
Tincial Congress, which met at Cambridge, in Feb- 
raary 17T5 ; and in 1776 was a member of the 
House of Representatives. After the constitution of 
ICassachusetts was adopted, in 1780^ he had a seat 
dn the bench of the Supreme Judicial Court ; and 
on the appointment of ^William Cushing, to be a 
Judge of the Supreme Court of the United States^ 
Mr. Sargeant was made Chief Justice. He lived 
but a few years after, and died in 1792. He was a 
son oi Rev. Christopher Sargeant, of Methueii, in the 
County of Essex. 

SARGENT, Hon. WINTHROP was a native 
of Gloucester, Massachusetts, and received his edu- 
cation in HarvaM College, with the class of 1771. 
He entered the American army at an early age, and 
contraued till the peace, in 1783. He had the repu- 
tatiiHi of an intelligent and brave officer ; having 
the rank of Major the latter part of the war. He 
had a literary taste, and was a member of th^ 
American Academy of Arts aiKl Sciences, in Massa*- 
chusetts, and of the American Philosophical Society, 
in Pennsylvania; President Washington appointed 
hhn Governor of the territory of Mississippi, before 
it became a separate State ; but President Jefferson 
removed him in 1801, to furnish an office for k 
political friend. Governor Sargent possessed talents 
of a superior order, and devoted much time to liter-* 
ary pursuits. And his manners were at once 
poKrfied and dignified. In this respect he may just- 
ly be compared to Generals Lincoln, Knox, and 
Cobb. 
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SAWYER, MICAIJAH M. D. A. A. S. iras a 
citizen of Newburyport, and receiv^ed his publi 
education in Harvard College, with the class of 
1756. Dr. Sawyer ranked among the most eminent 
physicians of his time.. He laid the foundation for 

frofessiotial distinction, by the study of Natural 
Philosophy, and Physiology. He understood the 
theories and systems of the most*^ celebrated phy- 
sicians of former times, who had given their views 
to the world. But he was hot merely a learned 
theorist; he had' good judgment; and depended 
much on his own observation and experience in the 
practice of the profession. There were many able 

1>hysicians in the country in the latter part of the 
ast century ; and yet the*majority were not proper- 
ly educated, and it would have been no libel to say, 
that they were quacks. Theories in medicine, as 
well as in other professions and departments, have, 
in some measure, changed within seventy years; 
and most of those who profess the healing art are 
better educated in this country, than formerly; but 
there were some successful practitioners then, as 
well as now ; and the most learned of the profession 
have reason to say, that there is still much unknown 
as to the nature of diseases, and the means of an 
effectual and certain remedy. 

SCAM MELL, Colonel ALEXANDER was bom 
in that part of Mendon now Milford, in Massachu- 
setts; and received his public education in Harvard 
College, where he was graduated in the y^ear 1769. 
He passed some time in teaching youth at Plymouth 
— but when the war of the Revolution began, he laid 
aside the scholar's gown, and took the sword, in de- 
fence of civil liberty. His principle was in unisoQ 
with the motto to the arms of the State, '^ense petit 
placidam quietem sub libertate." He did not engage 
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in the contest for a liTUig, nor from any particular 
fondness for a military life; but to assist in establish- 
ing the poUtlcal rights of the people in the Colonies. 
He had talents which would have adorned any of 
the learned professions, and moral traits of character 
to attract the regard and esteem of his fellow men. 
But he had also some qualities necessary in the hero. 
He was of a brave and intrepid spirit, and prompt 
and enterprising in action. He was esteemed for 
these qualities by his fellow officers, and much en- 
deared to them by generous and honorable conduct. 
Colonel Scammell commanded a regiment in the New 
Hampshire line of the continental army, in the early 
perioa of the war ; and was afterwards some time 
Adjutant General. In the siege of Yorktown, Vir- 
ginia, where Lord Comwallis, the Britisb comman- 
der was stationed, his duty called him to peculiar 
exposure ; and in one of the sallies of the besieged 
he was slain. Probably the death of no officer dur- 
ing the war, except that of General Joseph Warren, 
on Bunker Hill, was more lamented than that of 
Colonel Scammell. 

SEDGWICK, Hon. THEODORE L L.D. was ed- 
ucated in Yale College, and received his first degree 
in 1765. He engaged in the profession of the law in 
the county of Berkshire, with the reputation of an able 
attorney and advocate. When the dispute with the 
British ministry, as to the right of Parliament to rule 
and legislate for the people in the colonies in alt 
oases, was approaching a crisis, the friends of liber- 
ty were anxious to adopt measures for security. Mr. 
Sedgwick was early found among them. In July 1774, 
there was a convention in the county of Berkshire, 
to consult '' what was necessary and prudent to be 
done by the citizens," Mr. Sedgwick was chosen the 
Secretary of the meeting. In 1778, h^ was a Rep- 
resentative in the General Court : and 1781, the 
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Speaker^ He vreot to Congreas in 179B^ and- was 
aoiaqtime Speaker of the House of Reptese&tatives ; 
and afterwards one of the Senators of the United 
States for Massachusetts. In 1802, Mr. Sedgwick 
was appointed a Justice of the Supreme Judicial 
Court, and held a seat on the bench till his death, in 
1814) at the age of seventy. Judge Sedgwick had a 
high character, both for talents and probity. He 
was prompt and dignified as a Judge and as presiding 
officer of the House of Representatives ; and of bland 
and courteous manners towards all thoee with whom 
he associated. 

SEVER, Hoif. WILLIAM was an inhabitant o^ 
Kingston, and a son of Nicholas Sever, some time 
an instructor and fellow of Harvard College. He 
received his public education in Harvard College^ 
with the class of 1745. He was a companion of lit^ 
erary men, and always sought to promote the cause 
of good learning in the community. Kingston is a 
small town; and was formerly a part of Plymouth: 
but owing to his influence, in a great measure, a 
grammar school was usually supported in the place, 
and k^t by an alunmus of Harvard CoUege» He 
took an interest in the welfare of the people, and 
made annual visits to almost every family in the 
town, as is usual for the pastor of the society to da 
In his deportment, he was very courteous anddigni^ 
fied ; and at the present day, he might be accused of 
formality. It was often said, that he resembled 
Washington, in his person, features and manners. 
He had the most exalted o^Mnion of tho patriotism 
and wisdom of that '^wonderful man;'' andhecuH 
sidered'it a great honor, as an Elector, to cast his 
vote .on two occasions, when he was a candidate fct 
the Presidency. At both the elections, Mr. Sevei 
was chosen to preside over the meeting. He had « 
seat at the Council Board during the administiation 
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of Gorernor HulcbinsoD. He acted with Bowdoin, 
Oti», Hawiey, the two Adaiases, and others, in 1770- 
1775, in remonstrating against the measures of the 
British ministry at that memorable period. When 
Governor Gage was chief magistrate of the Province 
in 1774 and 1775, he was a subject of his frowns, 
as well as the others, his compatriots, above named. 
He was a delegate to the Provincial Congress in Mas- 
sachusetts, May 1775 — and in July of the same year 
had a seat at the Council Board, then chosen instead 
.c^ the Counsellors appointed by the King, in deroga- 
tion of the right of the General Assembly, as expressly 
provided by the charter. Mr. Sever was several 
years, successively, a member of the Council; and 
.his opinions and votes were always indicative of his 
pmctioal wisdom, and his regard for constitutional 
principles. He was not easily excited ; and therefore 
appeared less ardent than some others : but his char- 
acter was that of a £rm and discreet friend of politi- 
cal liberty. He lived to the age of eighty years, and 
hi9. memory has been cherished with high respect. 

SEWALL, Hon. DAVID L L. D. was one of a 
large tim^y with that name; audit has been respect- 
able in all its branches, from the early settlement of 
Jdassachusetts. He was a native of York, in Maine, 
aod had Jiis public education in Harvard College, 
with the class of 1755. He engaged in the profes*- 
Biaa of the law, and was in the practice, sometime 
in the county of York. He took part with the whigs 
and patriots of 1770-75, in opposition to the oppresr 
aive measures of the parent government, at an early 
period of the controversy. He was ^ member of the 
House of Representatives, from the town of York^ 
in 1776 — and in 1 777, was appointed a justice of th^ 
Superior Court of Judicature; and in 1780, had a 
Gonuuission for a justice of the Supreme Judicial 
Ckimif .established by th^ cojsstitution of Massacbur 
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setts, in 1790. In 17B9, President WaBhingtoB li^ 
pointed him judge of the District Court of the Uni- 
ted States for the District of Maine. He heid that 
office till he was above the age of eighty years, 
when he resigned. He had the character of a 
learned and upright judge] and was an exemplaFry 
Christian. He possessed solid and useful, but not 
very brilliant talents ; and was universally esteeaied 
for his uniform moral and religious deportment. 

SEWALL, Hon. JONATHAN received his edw^ 
cation in Harvard College, and was graduated in 
1746. He was classed with the ablest barrislers in 
Massachusetts ; and was the king's attorney in the 
province, from 1767 to 1774. He was then appoi&f- 
ed judge of the Vice-Admiralty Court, for ^le 
province of Nova Scotia. Presid^tit Adams, the 
elder, read law in the office of Mr. Sewall, who often 
spoke of the abilities and learning of his pupil. In 
1774, Mr. Sewall was engaged with Mr. Adams, in 
a discussion, published in the newspapers of that 
time, relating to the claims of the British parliament 
and ministry, for governing the colonies ; in which 
he maintained his- cause with great ingenuity. Mr. 
Sewall was anxious that his 'young friend should be 
on the side of the parent government; as, in his 
opinion, that was the safest course. But Mr. Adams 
preferred the cause of right, of liberty, and of bis 
country — and still received more woridly honor and 
applause than had he followed the advice of his le- 
gal, political adviser. 

SEWALL, Rev. Dr. JOSEPH a son of Judge 
Samuel Sewall, received his education in Harvard 
College, and was graduated in 1707. He was^h^ 
pastor of the Old South church, in Boston, upwards 
of fifty years. Most of the time^ there was a seeond 
mmister of the same reiigious society : itev. ThMMi 



6AMVBL SBWALL. 387 

Prmm, Ibrty years, and Rev. AJex. Gammgs, two 
.y«Afs. Dr* 'Sewaii was m good scholar, aod was 
chosen President of Harvard College, but declined the 
pointment In his ministerial character he was 
'^leftious and faithful. Several of his discourses were 
pubtitbed, and are honorable to his talents and his 
ptety^ He laid very great stress on the orlbodox 
system of his day — and could hardly believe any 
one a 4sine^e Christian who did not embrace it. 
When Dr. Mayhew was on his deathbed, Dr. Sew- 
aii visited him,, with a view to learn if he felt strong 
<in Ihe faith he proA^ssed. On his return, he was 
asked if Dr. Mayhew believed in the proper Deity 
of Christ, when he replied, ^* He love^ the Lora 
J«s»s Christ, and receives him as his Saviour.'' A 
good and safioient answer. And ought not any one 
who can sincerely do this^be treated as a Christian? 

SEW ALL, Hon. SAMUEL L L. D. was a native 
•of Bostoti) and a grandson of Rev. Dr. Joseph 
^walL He received his education in Harvard CoU 
lege, with the class of 177& He read law in die 
office of Hon. Francis^ Dana, before he was judge, 
wtio then lived in Cambridge. Mr. Sewall was ra- 
iieemeda sound lawyer, and a feithful attorney; and 
he had a large share of practice in the county of Bs^ 
-sex^ having early settled at Marblehead. He repre* 
seated the southern district of Essex, in the CongresB 
of the United States, for several yeais — and had 
great influence in that body ; especially in all ques- 
tions of commerce and finance. His amiable charac- 
ter was also such as to commend him to all honora- 
Ue and weU^piincipled men. In 1800, he had an 
ap^intment to a seat oo the bench of the Supreme 
Jodicial Court ; Aand in 1813, on the death of Judge 
Pafsoes, be was commissioned as tba chief justice; 
tet-diied enddenlythe neat year. Jndge Sewall was 
U§^y esteemed, not only for tatants, iearodng^ and 



368 * SAMITEL 8BWALL. 

good jodgment, bat for integrity, and a hig^ sensa of 
honor and right He died at the age of fifty^seven 
years.. 

SEWALL, Hon. SAMUEL was a son of Henry 
Sewali, one of the early settlers of Massachusetts ; 
and had bis public education in Harvard College, 
with the class of 1671. He was father of Rev. Dr. 
Joseph 8ewall, maiiy years pastor of the Old South 
church and society in Boston. He had a seat on 
the bench of the highest judicial court, in 1692, and 
was one of the judges before whom the unfortnnate 
and highly*injured piersons were tried on the ridieu- 
lous charge of witchcraft. When the Superior Ck)art 
of Judicature was established, in 1694, he was one 
of the justices; and in 1718 was appointed the chief 
justice. This place he held till 1728, when he vol- 
untarily resigned it on account of the infirmities of 
old age, being then nearly eighty. He bore public 
testimony against the slave trade, in 1700. He read 
much on theological subjects, and on the prophecies, 
and some of his writidgs were published. He bad 
the character of a good scholar, an able lawyer, a 
.learned theologian, and a sincere Christian. He 
collected and recorded many facts relating to the 
early settlement and condition of the colony, and tb 
the character of some of the principal men. Quotas 
tions from his manuscripts are given in the volumes 
of the histofical society, and in other historical and 
biographical works. 

SEWALL, Major SAMUEL one of the large 
family of Sewalls, of York, Maine, was an intelligent 
mechanic, and formed the model and plan, according 
to which the bridge was constructed over the river 
in that place, in 1761. It was the first of the kind 
built in Amerida. The bridge o^ver Charles river froas 
JSoston to Charlestown, erected in 1786| was CQUt 



49lriiotod after Major SewalVd zftodel prepared for thai 
built under his direction at York. The bridge from 
Salem to Beverly, and from Charlestown to Maldeik 
built a few years later, were after the same model. 
Before the projectors of the bridge across Charles 
Tirer Concluded to build it, they baid the opinion of 
Major Sewall, as to the probability of its resisting the 
force of the tide and the ice. He was of opinion one 
might be built on the model of that over York river, 
which had been standing twenty-five years. Ana 
the bridge was construct^ after the same plan— M& 
Oox was the mastei^ workman. That at York waa 
indeed only two hundred and seventy feet long ; that 
over Charles river, abont 1500. The latter was firsrt 
fttseed June 17, 1786, attended with great parade 
and •ceremony. 

SEWALL, Hon. STEPHEN, a native of Salem, 
and a near relative of the former, (a nephew it is 
believed,) had his public education in Harvard Ool* 
lege, where he received his first degree in 1721 ; and 
resided as an instructor nearly twelve years. After 
this, in 1739, he was appointed a justice of the Su* 
perior Court of Judicature; and, in 1752, he suc^ 
ceeded Paul Dudley, as chief justice of that court. 
While a judge, he resided in Boston, and was a 
ttember of the church in Boston, under the pastoral 
eare of Bav. Dr. lAayhew. He died in 1756. And 
in a funeral discourse the next Lord's day after the 
death of the judge, Dr. Mayhew has described him 
as a man of great sincerity, probity, benevolence and 
piety. He says nothing of his peculiar views in re- 
ligion; but, as he attended the preaching and ii>- 
vtructions of Dr. Mayhew, it is highly probable, and 
such also is the tradition, that he agreed in sentiment 
with that celebrated divine. His donations to the 
poof • were very frequent and liberal ; and his eulo- 
gists tay he gave m<»:e than he could well affdrd ; 
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for the salaries of the jud0S9 were then quite smaH ; 
and he had so little other property^ that he must 
have been a great economist, to give so liberally as 
he did. v 

N SEWALL, STEPHEN was educated iu Harvard 

\ College ; and a fe3¥ years after he took his degree, 

^\ which was in 1762L he was chosen professor of He- 

>brew and other oriental languages, in that seminaryi 

oa the Hancock foundation. He was reputed a 

great proficient in the ancient languages. Few or 

none understood the Hebrew languages so well as 

Mr. Sewall ; and he wrote Latin with uticommoii 

purity and lacility. He also studied mathematics 

and astronomy with more attention than do most 

philologists. It is not common to ^nd the mathe* 

matician and philologist united in one person. The 

infirmities of Mr. Sewall obliged him to resign his 

professorship, and to abandon all literary pursuits^ 

-oefore he reached the age of fifty. 

SHEPARD, Generai, WILLIAM was a citizen 
of Westfield, Massachusetts, and joined the troops 
collected at Cambridge for the defence of the prov- 
ince, soon after the affair at Concord, of April 1776. 
He then held a commission as Lieutenant Colonel, in 
the regiment commanded by Colonel Timothy Dan- 
ielson, of Brimfield; and in 1777, he was appoint^ 
a chief Colonel in the Continental army ; and con* 
tinned in the public military service till the close of 
the war, in 1783. He had the reputation of a brave 
and efiicient officer. On the restoration of peacei 
Colonel Shepard returned to his farm ; and like the 
.other military patriots of that period, after devotitig 
seven or eight years to the service of the Republic, 
with very inadequate pecuniary reward, became an 
industrious and peaceful citizen. When the insur- 
rection occurred under Shays, in 1786, on account 



I 
WILLIAM SHEPABD. 371 

of the great taxes then imposed to pay the debt of 
fhe Revolutionary war, General Shepard, being 
then a Brigadier of the militia, in Hampshire 
County, was ordered out to suppress the unlawful 
movement. He had particular orders to guard the 
military arsenal at Springfield; which it was be- 
lieved the insurgents would attack and seize upon. 
On this trying occasion, he conducted with equal 
firmness and forbearance* He stationed the men 
tinder his command near the arsenal ; and when the 
insurgents approached, he ordered them to retire, or 
not to proceed further on their threatened project 
But they continued to approach. He ordered them 
a second time to retire, and warned them of their 
danger if they proceeded. But they still advanced; 
when, rather than to disobey his orders, or to suffer 
them to take possession of the arsenal, he fired on 
them, and they hastily dispersed. They had been 
told by their desperate leaders, that Shepard would 
not dare give the command t6 fire ; or would not be 
obeyed by his men, if he gave such orders. He re- 
ftained from this alternative, until it became his im- 
perious duty to take the decisive measure, and to 
save the commonwealth from anarchy and misrule. 
General Shepard was a member of the -Supreme 
Executive Council, after this period, 1788-1790, 
and held other places of public trust. He was not 
only a brave military officer, but possessed traits of 
character which rendered him respectable as a citi* 
2en, and beloved as a relative and friend. Like 
many of his brave - companions in arms, who 
jeoparded their lives for their country, he was quite 
poor and destitute in his old age. Of him, and of 
them, when tempted in 1783, to retain arms in their 
hands, and to force Congress to pay them for their 
services, General Washington said on that occasion, 
one of great excitement sind danger, " thtft the 
orowning glory of their t^haracter, as patriots^ would 



^ 372 BOQBB 8H1SBMAV. 

havel^eeti wanting, but' for thaib disintetealedMBdy 
their lore of order, and their subimssion to the cml 
authority.'^ 

SHERMAN, Hon. ROGER was a natiye of 
Newton, Massachusetts, but removed to the State of 
Oonnecticut, when a young man. He had only a 
common education, such as was given at the town 
schools seventy and eighty years ago, in New Eng- 
land. But he was a remarkable man; and duly 
appreciating the benefits of learning, became very 
studious, and soon qualified himself for the praetiee 
of the law. After a few y^ars of pmctiee, be was 
appointed a justice of the Court of Common Plea^ 
for the County of New Haven, and then <^ Ib6 
Superior Court of Connecticut. He took a decided 
part with the whigs in the colony, at an eaf ly pe« 
riod of the dispute with England, as to the right of 
parliament to legislate for thd people in America. 
When the Continental Congress met at Philadelphia, 
in September 1774, Mr. Sherman had a seat in thai 
patriotib and august 'assembly, as a delegate from 
Connecticut: and was again chosen a member in 
1775 and 1776. He was one of the committee foi 
preparing the Declaration of National Independeae^, 
in the year last mentioned ; and his name is on that 
memorable list of patriots, who risked property and 
life, and pledged their sacred honor, in defence of 
political freedom, such as the country had enjoyed 
from its first settlement, by the English, in 1^0. 
With little intermission, Mr. Sherman continued in 
Congress till 1787; 'and when the federal govern- 
ment was formed, in 1789, he was one €f( the Sena- 
tors in the national legislature, from Connecticut 
-He possessed great natural powers of intellect ; had' 
unconTmon discernment, good judgment, and dear 
and discriminating views on any subject presented 
for consideration. He has sometimes been cidled t 
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seeoi^FrailkUily a«d ^as one of th« most gifted men 
of his age ; not^^so muoh for a lively and brilliant im- 
agination, as for sound good sense, and a compre- 
tensive view of the right and the expedient in 
human affairs. 

SHUTE, R»v. DANIEL D. D., was educated in 
Harvard College, and received his degree in the year 
1743. He settled in the ministry in the south part 
of Hingham ; and continued the pastor of that soci* 
ety till his decease, in 1802, at the age of eighty. — 
He had the reputation of a good scholar, and a learned 
theologian. He carefully examined and studied 
the different systems of divinity, Calvinistic and Ar- 
minian ; Trinitarian and anti-Trinitarian : and was 
well acquainted with the works ofthe early christian 
writers. He belonged to the more liberal class of the 
clergy;' and in his day,. from 1750 to 1800, many of 
them in Massachusetts rejected the orthodox creed, 
as the Calvinistic system has been usually called. 
All the members of the association to which Dr. 
Shute belonged, Dr.^Gay, Dr. Hitchcock, Dr. Barnes, 
Mr. Brown, Mr. Turner, Mr. Rand, Mr. Smith and 
Mr. Orosvenor, were reported to be Arians and Ar- 
minians. Without presuming to give an opinion on 
the correctness of their creed, there is no hesitation in 
saying that they were learned, useful and pious men. 

• 

SPOONER, Hon. WALTER waif a citizen of 
Dartmouth, now Pairhaven, and belonged to the do- 
nomination of the Friends, but one of those who be- 
lieved a defensive war might be justifiable and prop- 
er. He was a member of the Provincial Congress oi 
Massachusetts, May 1776 ; and in 1774 and 1775, 
was chosen into the Supreme Executive Council, in 
place of the counsellors arbitrarily and unconstitu- 
tionally appointed by the British ministry. In the 
spring of 1775, he and James Sullivan and Jede- 
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4iah Foster, were swt as ageasit by die Prov^eiiftl 
Congress, to Ticonderoga and Crown Point, to 4ir 
reci a military expedition to those pla^9 &r the pur*- 
pose of taking caunou and military stores deposited 
there. Mr. Spooner was elected counseUor for sev^ 
eral years, besides those above mentioned ; and in 
that department of the government rendered much 
important service to the commonwealth. He was 
siotive on committees, and faithful^ in various way^^ 
in promoting the public interests. He wsks often one 
of a committee to furnish clothing, provisions, and 
other necessary supplies for the troops in the field ;*^ 
this- was an arduous duty ; — ^much was ealied fot 
and expected, but the resources of the State were 
then smalL At one time, every fifth, and even eveory 
fourth man was called into the military service of 
the country ; and their necesfsary wants were not 
few nor small. 

SPRAGUE, Hon. JOHN was born in Rochester, 
County of Plymouth, and was graduated^ at Har- 
vard College, with the class of 1765, with the 
character of a good scholar. He studied law, and 
soon settled in the County of Worcester. In law, 
as a science, he was a great proficient, and his prao^ 
ttee was extensive. He did not rank among the 
9J?dent and decided whigs of 1775 ; but when the 
Justices of the court in Worcester county, and the 
^ntlemen of the bar, were requested by the County 
Convention,, sitting there in S^tember 1774, to sus^ 
pead all legal proceedings, until there should be 
more content amwg the people as to the measures 
of the British towards the colonies, he and some 
others readily complied with the request*. He after- 
wards supported the measures adopted by the 
patriots, for ike preservation of the rights and Uber- 
^eesi of the colonies, and bad a s^at. in the Gepteivl 
Court, . as a memb^ from Lancaster. Subiiequea^ljr 
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Mr« Sprkgire Vai the sheriff for Wore6«t«r cbumy, 
and Chief Justice of the Conrt of Common Pleas. 
-He possessed the entire confidence of his fellow citi- 
aens; as a man of ptobity and good judgment ; and 
those who best knew him, were willing to repose 
their highest wordly interests in his hands. He 
died in 1800, at the age of sixty years. 

STANDISH, Hon. MILES came to New Eng- 
hied in the May-flower, in I620r; and belonged to 
the company which began a settlement at Plymouth, 
at the close of that year. He was of a noble family 
in England: and sometime in military life in Hot- 
land, where he joined the people of Mr. Robinson's 
church, then resolred on removing to America. His 
character is that of an active^ brare man ; destitute 
of fear, and ever ready to defend the settlement and 
the company, when in danger from the savagei. 
Yet he ought not to to be supposed a desperate man, 
" fond of fight ; '' for he Was prudent and humane ; 
and never used his sword but by the authority of the 
citil rulers ; and it was found necessary for selfi^ 
defence. The Indian chief he slew at Weymouth, 
first threatened and attempted to take Standish's life : 
and he visited that place at the urgent request of the 
people there, who were in great danger from the In- 
dians in the vicinity. Standish was also in civil of- 
:fice, treasurer of the Colony, on committees for sur- 
veying and laying out townships of land, and many 
years a member of the Board of Assistants : and one 
year was deputy Governor of the Colony. He had 
good judgment as well as courage ; and his advice 
was sou^t in all difficult cases, which occurred. He 
commanded the military of the colony, till sixty-five, 
when the infirmities of age required him to resign the 
station. When war was expecting with the Datdi on 
the Hudson, in 1654, Standish was appointed to com- 
mand the men ftcm thae Colony. Peace was restored, 
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and the troops did not march from New fin|^and. 
He early^ took up land on the Doxbury side of the 
Bay, and lived there several of the last years of his 
life. A large hill in that town, near the bay, was in- 
cluded in his farm ; and received the name of '^ Gai>- 
tain's Hill." Elder Brewster, and John Ald^n, who 
also came in the May-flower, were his neighbors. 
The name of the town was probably given it from 
the fact, thatlhe villa, or the parish, where hisi family 
resided, was called* Duxbury . There is now a man- 
sion, or castle, in Lancashire, near Liverpool, called 
Jhixbury Hall Captain Standish left four sons ; and 
one of them married a daughter of John Alden. 

STARK, General JOHN was a native of New 
Hampi^ire, and w^s in the military service, a part 
of die war with the French, in 1765-1762. He was 
a decided whig, and early engaged in the seritice of 
the country aisi a military officer, in 1775. Soon after 
the attack of the British troops on the people at Lex*- 
ington and Concord, April 19, large bodies of the 
militia assembled at Cambridge and vicinity, for the 
defence and safety of the country. They had not 
then resolved to be independent of England ; but thiey 
had determined, with great unanimity, to maintain 
their political rights and liberties ; and to resist any 
force used to subdue and enslave them. In a few 
weeks> fifteen thousand of the militia were collected; 
some of them from New Hampshire, Rhode Island, 
and Connecticut. Two regiments marched from 
New Hampshire, and took up their quarters in Med- 
ford. Cdlonel Stark commanded one of the regi- 
ments ; aoid was in some sense, the cotnmander of 
the whole. These troops hastened to the heights 
of Charlestoiwn, on the 17th June, on hearing of the 
fortification made there, and of the expected attadc 
of the iBritish troops, then in Boston, to the' number 
often- thousand. The militia uo^ Siapk arri^nsd in 
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good time, and repaired to the rail fenoe on Ihe nortk*- 
east €>f the fort ; m^ere they, and others ordered thetif^ 
did great execution on the enem/y^ giving them an 
•ffeetual check in their two first attacks. G^en^r^l 
Stark rendered very essential service in his attaek 
on a large detachment from Gen. Bonrgoyne's army, 
September 1777, sent out to scour the country in the 
western part of Vermont Gen. Stark met them 
With the militia, and obUged them to retreat with 
great loss. This was the first check, the boasting 
and advancing army of Bonrgoyne received. From 
that time, he wa)s obliged to act on the defensive. 
He advanced no further into the country, as he had 
tia^eatened. The Ameriqan troops in that quarter, 
• under Gen. Gates, were animated with hope ; and 
made still greater efforts to oppose the British army. 
In October, that whole division of the British troops, 
a&^t to sabdue America, was captured. After the 
affair at Trenton, December 1776, and at Princeton, 
Jaaimry 1777, the capture of the northern 'army^ un-* 
der Bourgoyne, was the most brilliant Access attend*' 
kig tile American arms» General Stark was a Brigw 
adier of the coutinental army; and was in active 
service most of the wan He was one of the oldest 
offieera^ even more aged than Ward, or Thomas, or 
Putnam. Perhaps, Preble and Pomeroy were as old. 
He survived the Revolution several years ; and died 
at an advanced age, nearly ninety. 

STILLMAN, Rev. SAMUEL D. D. had a good 
priTate education^ and an honorary degree of Master 
of Arts, in llarvardCoUege, and in Brown University f 
and fVom the latter also received the degree of D. D; 
He wae ordained as pastor of the first anti-Pcsdobap* 
tisi society in Boston, in the year 1765, and contin- 
oed till his decease, in I9(ff, Dr^ Stillman waa a< 
very popular preacher, but hie dtscoureee were not 
maeh ^t«died ; be generally preaetae4 est0a|K>Mr 
32* 
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His manner was earnest and impressive ; and all 
wbo beard him, readily awarded Co him the merit 
of zeal and sincerity. There was hot a great Tarie** 
ty in his public addresses ; and he dealt mueh ia 
admonition and exhortation. Dr. Stillman frequent* 
ly associated with the Congregational clergy of 
Boston, and exchanged pulpits with several of them. 
His Church were exclusive in one point, they re^ 
fused to commune with those who had not been bap* 
tised by immersion, and that in adult age. Bat it 
was said by some of his friends, that he did not in- 
si«t on this condition as essential to the Christian 
character. Dr. Stillman was a faithful pa^or; 
greatly beloved by his people^ and respected by all 
who knew him. 

STODDARD, Rev. SOLOMON who was many 
years the pastor of the congregati<mal church and 
society in Northampton, received his education in 
Harvard College, where he • was graduated in tba 
year 1662. He settled Jn the ministry, in a few 
years after he left the university «^ and had the repu*. 
tation ofan able and learned divme. In his knowt» 
edge, of ecdesiastical history, and of the worka of 
early Christian writers^ he surpassed most others of 
his time. He was powerful in argument, and at 
subtile logician ; -he gave much attention to syaiem-< 
atic and dogmatical theology ; and laid great stvess 
on a belief, or profession of speculative points, which 
have little influeace or cotm^dtion with practice ; bat 
which he often urged aa essential to all true reUgioD 
, and sineere* piety. This is an error in speculative 
' men, and the advocates for systematic theology. 
They hre sometimes - ready to conelitde'that • no ione 
can be.tk^uly peitilenc, or deviout^'Or habitually «oo<» 
form to tbe:Divine- will, ex<»pt be embraaes, orplo^ 
fesses a .certain system^ of dod^ines ; and «!•* il»m 
\^y ifatbigood iiltentions, no doubl, but tMrn^g^t^wMk 



oftffea86Bi»g morQ ipgenious than solid, to require a 
iiK>rQ paxticular and specific, or technical professloDy 
thao it appears, the apostles did. They require^ 
faith m, Christ, as the Messiah, or,, in the figurative 
IsiXifgaaqe of prophecyi as the Son of God ; and re- 
pentajQce and faith towards God ; and then judged 
of « msA's religious character by his conduct. Hn 
Stoddard was esteemed a good writer in his day; 
and several sermoms of bis, which were published| 
b^ar tostimouy ta bis learning and talents. Among 
tb^Hn^.^re an election sermon; a discourse on the, 
death of John Pynchon ; and a lecture on the degen-^ 
eracy of the times, delivered in Boston. 

STOUGHTON, Hon. WILLIAM was a son of 
Israel Stoughton, one of the principal inhabitants of 
Dorchester at its first settlement. Israel was a mili* 
tary officier, and also one of the assistants at an early 
peripd in. the history of Massachusetts. Mr. Stough«r 
tofiy the son, r^ceif ed his public education in Harvard 
College, with the class of 1650. He then had tbei 
character of s^ diligent student, and a good scholar* 
Heiatqdied theology sometime, with a view to devote 
hiiA96lf to the christian ministry £or life ; and he 
preached occasionally, for several years, but declined 
tf^lcing permanent chaige of |iny society. He deliv- 
ered a sermon on one of the anniversaries of tha 
general, election of civil officers in the colony, 1668, 
which was, published, and gained him great applause, 
as a good writer and a sound politiciam It was one 
of tb9 best delivered on a similar occasion, for tbp 
first half century from the settlement of Massachu^T; 
setts. Those .of Mr. Mitchel, of President Oakes,^ 
and of Mr. Hubbard of Jp^wich, were highly com- 
mended ; b^t were not superior to that by Mr. Stough* 
Um* Ha was airways, a . great . friend to the clergyi 
m4 an advocate for the religious institutipi;!^ of Neipr 
T^mif Qeprefew^d.tJiQ iqrni^ of worship, wd 
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ttie discipline and government of the oongregatiiynal 
chnrcfaes, before those adopted and observed in the 
Episcopal church in England. In his faith, and man- 
ners, and religious views, he was a true ' pnritan. 
and had as great a portion of that spirit as those ei 
the former generation. He was early invited to take 
a share in the civil affairs of the colony ; and was a 
deputy from Dorchester ; one of the Executive Coun- 
cil ; an agent to England, 1677, with the Speaker, 
Peter Bulkley ; Lieutenant Governor; Chief Justice 
of the Superior Court of Judicature; and in the ab** 
sence of the Governor, the chief magistrate from 1693 
to 1703; with the exception of one year, when Earl 
Bellamont was in the province. '^ ^Hi^ administration 
was highly popular ; and while he was chief magis* 
trate, the public welfare of the province was main-* 
tained, and its prosperity promote . He gave liberal^ 
ly to Harvard College ; and Stoughton Hallj so called, 
which was taken down In 1780, was erected by 
funds furnished by him, in 1700. He was much be- 
k)ved by the people of Dorchester ; and when a part 
of that town, which at first extended almost to'the 
itouthwest bounds of the Colony, was set off as a 
separate town, in 1725, it Ivas called by his name. 

-' STRONG, Hon. CALEB L. L. D., was bora at 
Northampton, Massachusetts, and received bis edu- 
cation in Harvard College, with the class of 1764. 
He sttidied law, and was several years in extensive 
^actice in the county of Hampshire, and other parts 
of the State. In 1776, he represented his native town 
in the General Court, when he was about thirty-one; 
and before' that time, the celebrated patriot HawJey 
said ** he w^s a hopeful son of liberty." Prom that 
ttme Mr! Strong continued in public life and in high 
stitionid, with the exception of a very few years^ un- 
tjf his death; in 1819; which, embraces a period of 
fi^rty-tw6 years. He was a member of the Senate of 
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Massachusetts ; of the CoQveotion for forming the 
Federal Constitution, in 1787 ; of the State Conven- 
tion to adopt it ; was appointed a Justice of the Su- 
preme Judicial Courts but declined ; a Senator in Con- 
gress in 1789, and several following years ; Governor 
of Massachusetts from 1800 to 1807; and again from 
1812 to 1816, when he retired from public life. No 
one ever had a greater share of the public confidence, 
excepting George Washington. He was intelligent, 
prudent; moderate, and conciliatory, yet firm of 
purpose. He well understood the human character, 
and was well aware of the ambition, and the selfish- 
ness of the greater part of mankind. In political 
disputes, and in public troubles, the people looked 
to him for advice. He was no demagogue — he sought 
the public good, rather than the popular favor. His 
religious views were elevated and liberal ; he laid 
little stress on speculative opinions. When in Bos- 
ton, he attended public worship in Brattle street, 
under Dr. Thacher, Mr. Buckminster, and Mr. Ever- 
ett. Intelligence, good judgment, and moral virtue, 
form a perfect character : and these attributes were 
all found in Governor Strong. 

SULLIVAN, Hon. JAMES L L. D. was a brother 
of John, hereafter named ; and having received a good 
education, though not in any college, entered on the 
practice of the law, at Georgetown, on the Kennebec 
river ; and soon moved to Biddeford, situated on the 
banks of the Saco, where he resided in 1774. He 
early discovered his attachment to civil liberty, and 
to the cause of the colonies, then oppressed by the 
parent government. Before that time, the colonial 
assemblies had legislated in all matters of internal 
concern, especially 'in laying taxes. They acknowl- 
edged allegiance to the king, but impugned the 
claims of parliattient to impose taxes, or to legislate 
io the internal affairs of the country. Mr. Sullivan 
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was a delegate from Biddeford to the provincial 
Congress of Massachusetts, in October 1774, of Feb- 
ruary 1775, and of May 1775. He was also a rep- 
resentative, in July 1775, when the House succeed- 
ed to the assembly, called a Congress. He proved a 
very efficient member of all these assemblies, and 
many important reports and resolves were prepared 
by him. With Walter Spooner and Jedediah Fos- 
ter, he went to Ticonderoga and Crown Point, in 
June 1775, to oversee and direct the military move- 
ments on Lake Champlain, where some troops from 
Connecticut and Massachusetts had proceeded in 
May, to take possession of the forts and military 
stores there, to prevent their falling into the hands 
of the British. Those places were fortified in the 
former war with France, in 1758-63 : and there re- 
mained a large. quantity of cannon, fire arms and 
ammunition. In 1776, Mr. Sullivan, then living in 
Groton, was commissioned a judge of the Superior 
Court ; and remained on the bench about six years, 
when he resigned. He was soon after appointed to 
the office of attorney-general, which he held till 
1807, when he was elected Governor of the Common- 
wealth. He was again chosen in December 1808, 
and died in December of that year. Mr. Sullivan 
had great merit for his literary application, by which 
he rose to a high rank among the attornies and 
jurists of the country. He had talents of the first 
order, and he was uncommonly industrious in his 
professional business. He wrote the great part of his 
history of Maine, when on the circuits with the jush 
tices of the Supreme Judicial Court, as attorney-gen- 
eral. His business as an attorney for individuals, 
besides his official duties, was very extensive. Ex* 
cept Theophilus Parsons, his legal business was 
probably greater than that of any one in the State. 
Governor Sullivan was a member of several societies; 
and was president of the Historical Society, and of 
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the society 6x propagating the gospel among Indians 
and others. As chief magistrate, he was able and 
impartial, discardmg mere party feelings ; and as a 
parent, he was affectionate and faithful. He had 
some political enemies ; but many personal friends. 
His sons proved worthy of their parentage and tbc^ir 
education. 

SULLIVAN, GfiNEBAL JOHN L L. D. was a 
citizen of Berwick, when the war of the Revolution 
commenced. He received a good common educar* 
tion when young, chiefly from his father. He was 
a lawyer by profession, and began the practice ia 
1773, iu New Hampshire. He took a decided part 
with the friends of liberty, at an early period of 
the contest. He was one of the delegates from 
New Hampshire, to the first Continental Congress, 
in September 1774. In 1775, he entered the rnili*^ 
tary department, and was a General officer at Camr* 
bridge, over the New Hampshire troops, in 1776. 
He was soon after appointed a Major-General ia the 
Continental army, and was continued in thai; statioR 
till the close of the war. On several important 
occasions and enterprises, which required intelli- 
gence and good judgment, as well as prcnnptness 
and courage, he was appointed to the command, by 
General Washington : axld always enjoyed the esteem 
and confidence of that eminent personage. After, 
the termination of the war, he returned to the State 
of New Hampshire, where he had before resided^ 
and was several years chosen the Chief Magistrate 
of that State. He was also judge of the United 
States Court,. for the district of New Hampshire, till 
bis death, in. 1795, at the age of fifty^four. He had 
the character of an able and intelligent civilian, as 
Wjell as of a brave and meritorious military officer^ 

.. SUMNER, Hon. INCREASE ^L L. D/ was,;^ 
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citizen of Roxbury, and received his public educa- 
tion in Harvard College, wtere he was graduated 

• in 176T. He early took part with the patriots in 
Massachusetts, in support of colonial rights and 
civil freedom, such as the people had enjoyed from 
the first settlement of the colony. It was not an 
opposition to the regular and usual exercise of pow- 
er in the British administration, nor did the people 
in this country demand any new or greater powers, 
than formerly exercised ; they sought only to retain 
the political and civil authority of their fathers. 
They acknowledged allegiance to the crown, but 
denied the right of parliament, in which they were 
not represented, to legislate over them. They un- 

^ derstood their rights ; and were resolved, if possible, 
to hand them down unimpaired to their children, as 
their brave and virtuous fathers had done for them. 
Mr. Sumner was one of these intelligent and reso- 
lute patriots. He was ohe of the representatives 
from Roxbury in the General Court, in 1776, and 
for several successive years. William Heath, and 
Aaron Davis, who were members of the Provincial 
Congress, in 1776, were several years older than 
Sumner. But General Heath was more engaged in 
the military department. Mr. Sumner was appoint- 
ed an associate justice of the Supreme Judicial 
Court in 1782 ; a high and responsible station, given 
only to men of talents, of superior legal informa- 
tion, and of honorable characters. In 1797, on the 
voluntary retirement of Governor Samuel Adams, 
Judge Sumner was elected Chief Magistrate of the 
Commonwealth ; and again in 1798 ; and in 1799, 
but died early in June, and before he was formally 
inducted into office. As a citizen, a judge and Gov- 
ernor, Mr. Sumner had the character of a well- 
principled, virtuous, and benevolent man ; faithful 
in public office, and exemplary in all the relations of 
private life. In his manners, he united courtesy 
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with dignity ; and the kindly feelings of his heart, 
were indicated by a placid and cheerful' demeanor 
on all occasions. 

SYMMES, Rev. WILLIAM D. D., was educated 
in Harvard College, and received a degree there in 
1750. He was some time an instructer in that sem- 
inary ; and afterwards was ordained in the christian 
ministry, over the church and society in Andover, 
county of Essex. He survived to an advanced age, 
and had the reputation of a learned and able divine. 
Very few of the clerical profession were superior to 
him in talents, or more popular as a preacher. He 
belonged to the more liberal or Arminian party ; and 
entertained similar theological views with Rev. Ed- 
ward Barnard of Haverhilf, Rev. Dr. John Tucker 
of , Newbury, Rev. Thomas Gary of Newburyport, 
Dr. Samuel Webster of Salisbury, and Dr. Thomas 
Barnard of Salem. These clergymen and many oth- 
ers, seventy or eighty years ago, gradually departed 
from the Calvinistic system, and forbore to urge or 
to profess its peculiar tenets, although they did not 
so expressly and zealously oppose them as many have 
done in later times. They also omitted to press the 
Athanasian creed, or to use the Trinitarian doxology ; 
but preferred scripture expressions on these disputed 
points. They did not insist, as a preliminary to the 
ordination of a young man to the christian ministry, 
on his professing a belief of the Trinity, or of the five 
points of Calvinism. They required a declaration 
of faith in the Bible, and a promise to make that the 
standard and guide of their preaching. But a belief 
in Jesus Christ as the true Messiah, the only Media- 
tor and Redeemer, and the pardon of sin, on repent- 
ance, by divine grace, was considered as necessary 
by this class of theologians as well as by those who 
received the tenets of the Calvinistic system. They 
held christian fellowship with each other for some 
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years ; but the difference of sentiments has produced 
an alienation between them, much to be regretted by 
the true spiritual christian. 

SYMONDS, Hon. SAMUEL was an inhabitant 
of Ipswich, in the County of Essex, the oldest town 
next to Salem and Lynn, in the county. He came 
early to Massachusetts, but not with the first compa- 
ny. He had received a good education in England, 
before he emigrated to America ; and probably, had 
rdad law. His writings show, that he was familiar 
both with the principles and the forms of law. He 
inherited a large estate. He acted as a magistrate 
sometime in Essex county ; and his opinions were 
judicious, and his decisions generally considered just 
and equitable. He was one of the assistants in 1643, 
and also deputy governor, in 1673. When Leverett 
was Governor, Mr. Symonds had public employment 
under the government of Massachusetts, on various 
occasions; and a commissioner, with S. Bradstreet, 
and Captain Wiggins, to adjust, disputes in Maine, 
between Massachusetts, and certain tenants there of 
Sir F. Gorges. The agents of Gorges denied the 
right of Massachusetts to govern or legislate for that 
territory ; but the majority of the inhabitants wish- 
ed to be under its jurisdiction. In the early settle- 
ment of Massachusetts, the government had also 
claimed the territory of Maine, as far as Saco, as 
being within their bounds. For they contended, 
that a line east from a point, three miles north of 
the most northern waters of the Merrimack, was 
their northern boundary. Mr. Symonds was held 
in great respect as a religious character ; a sincere 
puritan, and a good practical Christian, as well as 
orthodox in his opinions, relating to the received 
theological system of his day. 
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TAPPAN, Rev. DAVID D. D., was prepared for 
college by Mr. Moody, master of the Dummer Acade- 
my, at Newbury ; and received his degree in Harvard 
University, in the year 1771. He studied theology, 
and was soon ordained over a congregational church 
and society in Newbury. He early gained a high 
reputation in the churches, and among his clerical 
brethren, for theological learning, for his conduct as 
a pastor, and for eloquence and zeal as a preacher. 
In doctrine, he was evangelical and catholic ; per- 
haps more like Dr. Watts, or Dr. Doddridge, of Eng- 
land, than any other minister in New England. He 
was not ultra in his creed, either as regards Calvin- 
ism, or its opposite ; and some, therefore^ considered 
him wanting in decision of character, and even as 
seeking popularity. But those who knew him well, 
believed him to fie sincere ; and one who was too 
judicious and too enlarged in his views, to be very 
exclusive, or to denounce others as infidels who did 
not think with him on all speculative points in 
theology. In 1792, Dr. Tappan was elected pro- 
fessor of divinity in Harvard College, and remam^ 
in that important station till his death, in 1803. As 
professor. Dr. Tappan was very acceptable ; he was 
studious and well qualified, and anxious for the im- 
provement of those who attended on his instructions ; 
and his character for piety, sincerity, humility and 
benevolence, could not fail to impart a favorable in- 
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fluence to the students. He became more liberal, in 
advanced life, tpwards those who differed somewhat 
from his views of revealed religion. And wherever 
he observed the Christian spirit, humble piety, a de- 
vout frame of mind, afnd an habitually holy life, he 
readily recognized a brother in Christ, the divine 
teacher and Saviour of men. 

THACHER, Rev. THOMAS came to Massachu- 
setts when he was a youth, and within a few years 
after the first settlement* of the colony. He settled 
in the ministry in Weymouth, and continued in that 
station several years. He had studied medicine, 
and attended frequently to the practice among his 
people ; a thing not very uncommon at that period, 
as there were few places in which a good physician 
could be found. Mr. Thacher was installed over the 
church in Boston, in 1665 ; which is now called the 
Old South ; and which was formed at that time, by 
a large dumber of those who had been members of 
the first church ; but who were dissatisfied with the 
settlement of Mr. t)avenport, from New Haven, over 
that church. After the separation, the newly-formed 
church and society called Mr. Thacher, and he con- 
sented! to leave Weymouth and settle in Boston. He 
published a discourse delivered on a Fast-day ; and 
a treatise on the small . pox — which proved very 
mortal before the practice of innoculation ; which did 
not prevail till 1721, nearly fifty years after the time 
of Mr. Thacher* 

THACHER, Rev. PETER a son of Rev. Thomas 
Thacher^ was the pastor of the church and society 
in Milton. He had his public education in Harvard 
College, with the class of 1671. Mr. Thacher had 
the reputation of a good scholar ; and was sometime 
a Fellow of the college. In his pulpit performances) 
he is represented as eloquent and impressive^ and 
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he ranked among the most able theologians of 
his time. Rev. Mr. Barnard, of Marblehead, spoke 
of him as one of the learned divines of the second 
generation, in New England, at about the close of 
the seventeenth and beginning of the eighteenth 
century. His discourse on the day of general elec- 
tion, in 1711, was published, and is creditable to 
him as a scholar and a writer. His wife was a 
daughter of Rev. John Oxenbridge, of Boston ; and 
his mother, a daughter of Rev. Ralph Patridge, of 
Duxbury. He died in 1727,*at the age of seventy- 
seven. 

THACHER, Rev. PETER of Middleborough, a 
son of the minister of Milton, received a degree in 
Harvard College, in 1706; and was ordained in 
1709. He died in 1744, at the age of fifty-six. He 
was a faithful and '^ able minister of the new coven- 
ant ; " but was less known in literary circles, than 
several others of the family, who were clergymen. 

THACHER, Rev, PETER, a grandson of 
Thomas, before named, and a son of Ralph Thacher, 
(a brother of Peter, of Milton,) who was a preacher 
on Martha's Vineyard, but not of a collegiate educa- 
tion — ^was graduated in 1696, in Harvard College. 
He was first ordained in the ministry in Weymouth, 
where his grandfather has been settled. After fif- 
teen years, he removed to Boston, and took charge 
of a society in the north part of the town. He had 
many opposers ; and the disputes between them and 
his friends, were very violent for some years. The 
services of his installation were interrupted by tu- 
mult and force. But he officiated as the pastor of a 
portion of the church and society, which seceded, 
till 1739, and near the time of his decease. He 
preached the discourse at a general election, which 
was published. 
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THAORER, OXENBRIDGE Esq. wad a grtod- 
son df Rer. Peter Tbacher, of Miltoti, and son a( 
Oxenbridge Thacher, sometime a respectable mer- 
chant of Boston, and also a citizen of Milton. He 
received his public education in Harvard College, 
with the class of 1738. Oxenbridge Thachet, last 
named, studied laW, and was one of the most learn- 
ed, and most eminent lawyers of his time. He was a 
good general scholar ; and his company was courted 
by young men of literary taste. With all branches 
of knowledge, connected with his profession, he 
was well versed. He had studied the constitution 
and history of England, and the two charters of 
Massachusetts, and the nature of the government 
arising from these charters. He was, therefore, 
among the first to detect the encroachments of the 
British ministry on the rights of the people in the 
province, and to point out the danger to civil liberty, 
and , of the arbitrary principles and measures of 
1763, and afterwards. He was an ardent patriot; 
but firm, temperate, and intelligent ; no one more so. 
He published some political essays, in 1764 or '65, 
a short time before his death, shewing the great in- 
justice of certain measures, then receAtly atiopted 
by the administration in England, towards the 
Colonies ; particularly, the stationing of troops in 
the province, in a time of peace. Mr. Thacher died 
in 1765, when one of the representatives for Boston, 
in the General Court. He was highly esteemed for 
his private, as well as his^public virtues. His piety 
was as conspicious as his patriotism. His death 
was deeply lamented as a ^eat public loss. 

THACHER, Rev. PETER D. D. was a spn of 

Oxenbridge Thacher, Esq., last ijoticed. He re- 
ceived his public education in Harvard College, with 
the class of 1769, at a very early age; and soon 
after was ordained in the ministry, at Maiden ; 
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i«rten he was only twenty. He had very popular 
talents, and as a pulpit orator was acceptable to all 
classes of people. His discourses were truly evan^ 
gelical ; but practical as well as doctrinal. Indeed 
he preached the gospel, without dwelling on specu- 
lative or dogmatical theology. His aim seemed to 
be, to show the evil and misery of sin, and the 
moral beauty and fitness, and the happiness of true 
religion ; and he would persuade the young particu- 
larly, " that the ways of wisdom are the ways of 
pleasantness, and that all her paths are peace.'' 
Soon after the death of Rev. Df. Samuel Cooper, in 
1783, pastor of the Church and Society in Brattle 
square, Boston, Dr. Thatcher was invited to take 
the pastoral charge of that people : and was install- 
ed in 1784. He remained their minister till his 
death, in 1802. He was an impressive speaker, and 
a kind, affectionate pastor; and, as a companion 
and friend, greatly endeared to many. The publi- 
cations of Dr. Thacher were numerous. In March, 
1776, he delivered an oration, before a large number 
of the citizens of Boston, who were then residing at 
Cambridge, Watertown, and vicinity ; which was 
published. He preached often on public occasions ; 
and most of his discourses passed through the 
press. His funeral sermons were highly appropri- 
ate, and may be now read with satisfaction and 
profit Dr. Thacher was an original, and efficient 
member of the Historical Society of Massachusetts; 
a member of the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences ; and also a member, and several years the 
secretary of the Society for Propagating the Gospel 
among the Indians and others, in North America, 
formed in 1787. 

THACHER, Rev. THOMAS a brother of the 
last named, received his education in Harvard Col- 
lege, and was graduated in 1775.- He settled in a 
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parish in Dedham, near Boston ; and continued the 
pastor of the Church and Society there till his death, 
in 1810. Mr. Thacher had superior talents, and 
much originality of intellectual character. He was 
deemed eccentric and singular in his deportment. 
But to his friends, who knew • the simplicity and 
purity of his views, his love of truth, and his fear- 
less independence, he was an object of great regard 
and esteem. His style was peculiar ; but perspicu- 
ous and significant. His thoughts were often novel 
and. original, but clothed in good language, though 
evidently not studied. Mr. Thacher delivered the 
lecture on the Dudley foundation ; which was pub- 
lished ; and several other of his occasional dis- 
courses were also printed. 

THACHER, Rev. SAMUEL COOPER a son of 
Rev. Dr. Peter Thacher, had his public education 
in Harvard CoUega^ where he was graduated in 
1804. He then had the reputation of a good scholar. 
And after* he left the university, his pursiiits were 
exclusively literary ; and his character, as a critical 
and beUes-letfres scholar, was not inferior to any 
of hi9 contemporaries. As a writer, his talents and 
his taste were of the first order. In 1811, he was 
ordained the pastor of the New South Church in 
Boston, as successor of the learned and eloquent 
Dr. Kirkland. After a few years, the health of 
Mr. Thacher declined, and he visited England, in 
search of health. It was hoped, that a suspensicm 
of his stated studies and laborS; a sea voyage, and 
a change of climate, would effect his restoration to 
wonted strength. But the result was far otherwise. 
He lingered a few months after his arrival, when he 
fell a victim to the insidious disease, which had 
been some time making advances on his constitution. 
The death of few young men has been so deeply 
lamented. He was a man of great promise. He 
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was constantly increasing his stock of useful knowl- 
edge. His acquirements as a biblical critic, as a 
theologian, and his thirst of higher attainments in 
mental philosophy, which must have been followed 
by valuaUe results to the cause of rational religion, 
made him an object of peculiar interest to the com- 
munity, to which he belonged : and his premature 
death was contemplated as no common loss. 

THOMAS, General JOHN was a native of Ply- 
mouth, and received as good a medical education as 
the country afforded one hundred years ago. He 
passed sometime in the war of 1756-1762 ; and had 
the commission of Colonel in a division of the pro- 
vincial troops under Major-G«fieral Jrfm Winslowaf 
Plymouth colony. After the peace of 1763, he re- 
sumed the practice of physic. He had the reputa- 
tion of an active and judicious officer ; equally reso- 
lute and prudent. When the dispute with England 
assumed a serious aspect, in 1770, he was found on 
the side of the colonies, in their claims of tl^e right 
to legislate on the subject of taxes and other internal 
concerns, as had been done before that period; but 
which the British ministry now denied, by making 
laws to raise a revenue in the colony, and for cM 
other purposes, at their pleasure. Colonel Thomas 
w'as a delegate to the convention in the county of 
Plymouth, September 1774; of the Provincial Con- 
gress for Massachusetts, which met at Concord, in 
October of that year, and of that of February 1775. 
At the first Congress he was chosen a general officer ; 
and raised a regiment in April and May following, 
soon after the affair at Lexington and Concord. With 
others from the county of Plymouth, and from most 
other parts of the Province, he promptly repaired to 
Roxbury, and there remained for several months, 
while General Ward was at Cambridge, which was 
considered the head quarters of the provincial army. 
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In May 1775, he was appointed Lieutenant-General; 
but had that rank only a short time. For when 
General Washington arrived at Cambridge, July 3, 
1775, and took command of all the Hroops in that 
vicinity, they were considered as a continental army, 
and a new organization took place. Soon after 
Washington took command at Cambridge, he called 
a council of war, to consider the expediency of aug- 
menting the army. He says, there were not more 
than nine thousand men fit for duty, though it had 
been said, there were fourteen thousand. This 
council consisted of Generals Ward, Lee, Putnam, 
Thomas, Heath,. Green, and Gates. They advised 
that it was important to have the army increased to 
twenty thousand. Thomas was soon after appointed 
a Brigadier-General by the Continental Congress. 
He had the direction and command on Dorchester 
Heights, March 1776 ; which obliged the British to 
abandon Boston. In 'April 1776, General Thomas 
was sent against Canada with several regiments ; and 
proceeded far beyond Montreal ; but the men were 
sick, and many died ; which induced him to fall 
back. He also took the small pox, - then prevailing, 
and fell its victim. He was esteemed as a prudent, 
and cautious commander ; and was careful for the 
lives and health of his men. When at Roxbury, 
he ordered that particular attention be given to the 
comfort and health of the troops. 

THOMAS, Hon. JOSHUA was bom in Plymouth, 
and his father was a respectable physician in that 
town, descended from William Thomas, who came 
to Plymouth Colony in 1630, and settled in Marsh- 
field, near his friend. Governor Winslow. Mr. 
Thomas received his public education in Harvard 
College, with the class of 1772. He early discovered 
his attachment to the interests of civil liberty, and 
the cause of the colonies, then oppressed by the 
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British admioistration. He was an aid to General 
Thomas, in May 1775, and after — when he com- 
manded the troops assembled and encamped at Rox* 
bury. And when General Thomas marched against 
Canada, in 1776, Major Thomas accompanied him 
as one of his mihtary family ; but on the death of 
the former, he returned to Plymouth, and engaged 
in the study of the law. In 1781, he was chosen a 
representative to the General Court, from his native 
town ; and in 1784, had a seat at the Senate Board. 
On the death of Hon. Joseph Cushing, of Hanover, 
he was appointed Judge of Probate for Plymouth 
County; and retained that office till his death, in 
January 1821, at the age of seventy. In all the 
offices and trusts he held. Judge Thomas was atten- 
tive and faithful. He was just and honorable in his 
practice as an attorney, and attentive, courteous and 
faithful as a Judge of Probate, when he had to ad- 
Vise and to decide for the ignorant and the poor, for 
the widow and the orphan. Judge Thomas was a 
member of the Hartford Convention, December 1814 ; 
an honorable and patriotic assembly to consult for 
the common welfare, in a constitutional way ; and 
to urge a spirit of peace on the national councils. 

TROWBRIDGE, Hon. EDMUND whose name 
was changed from Goffe, had his public education 
in Harvard College, with the class of 1728. He 
studied law, and rose to eminence in the profession. 
.He was reputed one of the ablest lawyers of his 
time. There were then very few well educated at- 
tornies in the province. He held the important office 
of the king's attorney for the province, for several 
years before 1767, when he was appointed a justice 
of the Superior Court of Judicature, and remained 
on the benph till 1774. At that time, Mr. Trow- 
V bridge and William Cushing were the only two jus- 
tices of that court who had been of the legal pro- 
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fession. Neither Oliver, chief justice, nor Foster 
Hutchinson, then one of the justices, were educated 
or practising lawyers. In the trial of Capt Preston 
and his men, for firing on the people in State street, 
Boston, on the evening of the 5th of March, 1770, 
when several were killed or mortally wounded, 
Trowbridge charged the jurors at length, and the 
other justices acquiesced in his statement and 
opinions. Preston and alb his men but two were^ ac- 
quitted of the charge, which was for murder — two of 
the men were convicted'of manslaughter. Many of 
the citizens thought the firing not necessary for self- 
defence, and therefore disapproved of the verdict. 
But others considered the attack made on the guard 
and the soldiers, by snow-balls and pieces of ice, was 
a justification for firing. The inhabitants intended 
no injury, certainly not the death of the soldiers ; 
and the latter provoked the attack made on them, 
by repeated previous assaults, for three days and 
evenings successively. Judge Trowbridge favored 
the cause of the parent government, but did not leave 
the province. He survived to the age oY about ninety 
years. ^ 

TRUMBULL, Hon. JONATHAN LL. D., was 
a native of Lebanon, Connecticut, and received his 
education in Harvard Oollejge, with the class of 1727. 
He studied theology sometime, and preached for a 
few years ; but was not fettled in the ministry. His 
fellow citizens elected him to office in the civil gov- 
ernment of that Province, when he was quite a young 
man : and he was retained in the public service more 
than fifty years. Mr. Trumbull was first chosen 
Governor in 1769", and was annually elected to that 
place until he declined in 1784. He died the year 
following, at the advanced age of seventy-five. He 
was respectable for general learning, as well as for 
political knowledge. On critical occasions, he dis- 
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played good judgment and decision ; and yet was 
YUicommoiiiy popular during his whole administra- 
tration of the government. Few men were so well 
qualified to be the chief magistrate of a republic ; to 
be the ruler of an industrious, sober, and moral com* 
munity. He did not bear the sword of justice in 
Yain ; nor did he exercise his authority except for the 
public welfare and peace. In 1775, Governor Trum- 
bull took a very decided stand with the Whigs of 
Massachusetts, and of the other colonies, in defence 
of the liberties of the country ; for be was fully sat« 
isfied, as he publicly declared, that further petitions 
imd remonstrances would be in vain, and that the 
civil rights of the people could be preserved only by 
a resort to arms. Governor Trumbull had much of 
the principles and spirit of the fathers of New Eng- 
land. His diaily conduct gave indications of sincere 
piety f and of a firm belief in the great doctrines of 
the christian revelation. He was a friend to learning, 
and an example of all the moral and social virtues. 
Govenior Hutchinson was in the same, class with 
Gov. Trumbull : and for many years they acted in 
unison and concert as public men ; but in 1766, and 
afterwards, Mr. Hutchinson became an apologist 
fat the arbitrary and oppressive measures of the 
British ministry ; was highly obnoxious to the good 
people of New England ; and was compelled to leave 
nis native country to avoid the reproaches and indig- 
nation of an abused and injured people. And yet, 
as a private character, Mr. Hutchinson was much 
xei^eeted and esteemed. 

TRUMBULL, Hoti. JONATHAN LL. D., a 
son of Gpv. Trumbull, noticed ip the preceding arti^ 
cle, received his public education in Harvard College, 
with the class oi 1759. Mr. Trumbull imbibed the 
political i^inions of his father ; and early engaged in 
the cause of civil liberty, and of the rights of the 

34 
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colonies. During part of the war, he was a member 
of the military family of General Washington ; ais 
was his younger bcother Johnalso^ who still survives, 
at the age of eighty-tseven, highly esteemed both f^ur 
his public and private virtues. Mx. TriunbuU was a 
Representative in Congress from Connecticut, in 1792 
and 1793 ; and in 1795 was chosen a meoaber of the 
Senate of the United States. In 1797, he was elepted 
Governor of his native State* He held the office by 
annual elections, until his death in 1809. la aU 
these responsible stations, he conducted with great 
wisdom and* propriety. His pub^lic spirit, and his 
regard for the true interests and welfare of the natioD, 
were undoubted. He always appeared superior to 
mere party views, and to seek the general prosperity. 
So far as it could be justly said, there were political 
parties in the country, as early as 1794, and 1798. 
Mr. Trumbull was of that party which gave its sos^ 
port to the measures of Washington. The membc^ 
of Congress from the New England States, at that 
period, with, very few exceptions, were friends of the 
administration of that rare patriot and prudentstates- 
man. In his public character .he sesembled his ven- 
erated parent ; prudent, judicious, faithful; and in 
private life, like him also, he was an example of all 
the social virtues. . It is a great error to expect fidel- 
ity in a public many if hia private character iastained 
with gross and habitual immoralities.. 

TUCKER, Rev. JOHN D. D. was a gi^u^ 
of Harvard College, in 1741 ; and afterwasds settled 
in the Christian ministry over the first parish in 
Newbury. He was early distinguished among his 
elerioal biethren, for correct and able compositions ; 
and for his impressive- manner as a pul{ttt eicator. 
His discourses were well studied, and would bear 
.critical examination on the score of argumimt and 
method. In the dispute which prevailed; among, the 
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clei^, ufter Mr. Whitfield's visit to New England, 
about the middle of the last century, Dr. Tucker 
sometimes tog^g^ ; and some of his writings on 
that occasion were allowed to indicate good talents, 
though many were not convinced by them. The 
controversy was, in a great measure, between those 
who adopted the Calviniistic, and those who em* 
braced the Arminian system. But yet some who 
ptofessed to be Calvinists, opposed Whitfield and 
his followers, chiefly for his enthusiasm and eei^ 
floriousness. They were opposed to his desire and 
f^actice to get up an exoitement ; as they believed 
it would not permanently promote the cause of piety 
fitnd righteousness. But most of his opposers were 
df the Arminian school. Dr. Tucker belonged to 
the latter class of theologians. But when he enter«^ 
^ the lists as a disputant, he did not lose his tenv- 
per; nor contend with bitterness, as some did at that 
period, on b^th sides of the question. Dr. Tucker 
-was accused of heresy by some of his Church, and 
a eouncil was called to consider the validity of the 
charge. Th^ disaffected aimed to show, that he 
departed from certain points of Calvinism, but they 
did not convict him of denying or opposing any 
cleav doctrine' of the Scriptures; He th^efore i«- 
ifi!a4«ied in his pastoral office over the Church ;:but 
some members left him, and joined another religious 
society in the vicinity. Most of the ministers of the 
Merrimac Association, in his time, 1750-1790, 
embracing Haverhill, Btadford, Salisbury, New* 
bmry; and Newbury port, were in sentiment with Dr. 
'Tucker. The publications of Dr. Tucker, were a 
sermon at the General Election, in 1770 — ^a dis- 
cchirse at ikte Dudleyan lecture, four sennons on doc- 
la'inal points in theology, and several ordination and 
funeral discourses. He was highly esteemed by 
those who were his intimate acquaintance ; and in 
his family was an example of sobriety, mildnes&i 
and all the parental virtues. 



400 J. TVCJUSJfXAN. — W, TUDOB. 

TUCKERMAN, Ebt. JOSEPH D. D. wa» a 
native of Boston, and received h}$ education m 
Harvard College, where he was graduated, in 1798. 
He studied theology, and was ordained over the 
Congregational Church and Society m that placi^ 
soon after the decease of Rev. Dr. Piiyson. Mr. 
Tuckerinan continued the pastor of that society, 
about twenty years, and discharged all his dutiej^S 
as a religious teacher andguidei with fidelity, ana 
in the exercise of a truly amctionate and Christian 
spirit. But his health was declining, and hy .advice 
of friends he visited Europe. . Soon aft^r. his rc^ 
turn, he removed into Boston,. and generously dcK 
voted himself, as his feeble health would admit, to 
visit the. poor, who attended no place of worship, as 
a spiritued instructor. He was thus employed for 
ten or twelve years ; and the good effected by hiu 
benevolent labors, in a moral and religious vieWa 
cannot be easily estimated.^ By his instructions and 
admonitions, in this way, the. ignorant were ior 
structed in their religious duties, tne thoughtless to 
consider the importance and Valu^ of a Christian 
spirit; the forsaken and degraded, to reflect on the 
dignity of virtue, dnd to turn their feet into its 
pleasant paths. A great change was soon produced 
in the habits of the poorer classes^ by these kind 
efforts of Dff. Tuckerinan. Their children ware 
sent to school, or taUght to read at home. . For he 
furnished books to families which were not able t^ 

Surchase them. Bjiit the health of Dr. Tuckerman 
eclined ; and he again visited Europe, where hd 
died in X840, at the age of sixty-two. 

TUDOR, WILLIAM Jr.. Esq. was a son of Honl' 
William Tudor, a gentleman who filled several import** 
ant public offices, and was much esteemed for his lite^~ 
rary taCste and acq^uirements. The father was gcad<» 
up^ted in Harvard Ccille^,.with the class of. 17.6d-r- 
studied law with Mr. Adams, and was in the prao* 



WILLIAM TtTDOK. 401 

tidB trhen the war of 1775 began. He was a Lieut. 
.Golonel in that war, for nearly three years, and 
sometime Judge Advocate. He returned to the prac- 
tice of the law in 1780 p and was a member of the 
House and of the Senate of Massachusetts, and after- 
l^rds Secretary of the Commonwealth. He was 
also an original member of the Massachusetts His* 
torical Society. Mr. Tudor, the younger, was edu- 
cated in Harvard College, and had his first degree 
in '%. He was distinguished as a scholar while at 
tbie university. He also chose the legal profession, 
and was some years in the practice of law in Boston. 
But he did not confine himself to the business of an 
attorney; he cultivated, polite literature and belles 
hitres above most of the publicly educated men of 
his time. Far the greater portion of those devoted 
to legal pursuits, neglect other studies, and make far 
less advances as general scholars, than i^ commend- 
able. Mr. Tudor was well acquaintfed not only 
with history,' but with all the good treatises on 
ethics, and on poetry, add with the best English 
wtiters of the last century. He thus acquired a 
good style of writiiig ; and his progress in polite lit- ' 
erature was equal to that made by any individual 
scholar who wrote thirty years ago. He was several 
yeiirt a member 6f a literary club, when hfe often 
met such men as Dr. Kirkland, Rev. W. Emerson, 
add B^v. Mr. Buckminster, for his companions.. 
•Hie Litfeifary Reviiaw, which is now caHed the N<MPth 
Ameiiean; is chiefly indebted to his exertions for it$^ 
ongin, and for the ability with which it was early 
comlucted* To give a good beginning to such a 
\lrork, requires exertion, inf^matjon, and literary v 
aeal.- The priilcipal work of Mr.- Tudor was the. 
Life of James Otis, the celebrated patriot, scholar 
and orator,' of that period of uncommon eKcitement, 
ift 1760-70.V The work discovers great diligence* 
and research, and a happy talent in delineating the- 

84* 
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oharactersof some of the |>rincipal men of that 
memorable period, as well as of Mt. Otis. Mr. 
Tudor was employed as a diplomatic character hf 
President J. Q. Adams, in 1825^ to South America* 
He had an appointment as Ohaiige d'Afiaires in 
South America, and died at Rio de Janeiro, in 1830, 
at the age of fifty-onei Had he lived, he would 
probably hare risen higher in the ranks of the diplo* 
matic c6Tps. 

TUFTS, Hon. COTTON M. D. A. A, S. wad 

atiatire of Medford, and received his public ednca^ 
tion in Harvard OallegB, with the class of 17^. 
He entered the medical profession, and was one df 
the most eminent physicians in the State* He 
was an original member of the Massachusetts Jied- 
ical Society, formed in 1781) and some time the 
president ; a proof that he was i^t the head of the 
profession. He also engaged in the public political 
<3oncerns of the Commdnwealth, on various oc^a^ 
:sions. For several years he had a seat in the Sen* 
ate, and at the Council Board. He first took part in 
public affairs, in the year 1786, when he was elected 
3l representative. He died in 1816 : aged eighty^fivt. 

TURNER, Rett, and Hoi». CHARLES was a na^ 
tive of Scituate, in the county ci Plymouth,, and re** 
oeived an education in Harvard College, with kbs 
class of 1752. He studied theology, and was or- 
dained pastor of the church and society in Duxbaryj 
in that county. He continued in the ministFy them 
until 1775, when he r^uested and received a ^di»« 
Huission, but with mutttai good feelings ; and removetil 
to a farm in iScituate. His mental powers wtsrs 
superior to those with which most men are endowed ; , 
and he was esteemed as an able divine, and ttsefui, 
practical preacher ; but he rejected the peculiar 
tenets ef the Calvinistie creed. Several af bis occa-« 
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sional sennons were published-^ODe delivered on ihb 
day of ;getieral electioa ; and one on the anniversary 
^ the landing of the pilgrim fathers at Plymouth* 
Mr. Turner ranked among the most decided and 
jealous whigs^ of 1775 ; and was particularly inti'> 
tnate with that distinguished patriot Samuel Adama 
He was a repoblican and • a puritan, and he consid^ 
ered that the courtii^rs and the prelates in England 
had conspired to deprive the people of Massachusetts 
l)oth of their civil and religious liberty. He had a gieat 
dread ^{ the power of the tory bishops, as well as of 
the tory dukes and earls. In 1 776, Mr. Turner was 
chosen a member of the General Courts and several 
years had a seat in the Senate^ as a member from 
Plymouth county. He removed into the. county of 
Cumberland, in Maine, where he had a tract of land, 
and a son, and died there, in 1796, at an advanced 
age. 

TYNG, Hon. JOHN was many years, after he^ 
reiTched the meridian of life, an inhabitant of Dun- 
stable, in the county of Middlesex. He received his 
public education in Harvard College, and took his 
first degree in 1 725. He resided sometime in Bos- 
ton, and was in business there, as a merchant. He 
also had a seat in the General Court, as a representa- 
tive for that town, in 1748, and several years after. 
Mr. Tyng was of an ancient and respectable family. . 
His ancestor, Edward Tyng, came to Massachusetts 
at an early period, though not with the first com* 
pany, and settled at Dunstable ; where he died in 
1680. He was often in public stations ; and so also 
was his son, and his grandson, the father of Judge 
Tyng. From the time of Edward, the family pos- 
sessed the estate at Dunstable, now Tyngsborough, 
for five generations, and till about 1800. Mr. Tyng 
was sometime chief justice of the Court of Common 
Pleas for the county of Middlesex ; even as late as 
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1786, when he was nearly eighty years of age. 
While some of the family, of another branch, favored 
the British cause in 1776, Judge Tyng supported 
the claims of the colonies to the civil rights which 
they so bravely asserted, at that m6iiH)rable period. 
He was a delegate from Dunstable to the Several 
provincial Congresses, October 1774, February 1776, 
and May 1776 — and appears to have been an active 
member, as he was on various important commit- 
tees, and often the chairman. He was in some re* 
spects an eccentric character ; but the important 
offices which he held, show that he had the esteem 
of the public, and had good judgment, Intelligence 
and probity. He died in 1797, at the advanced age 
of ninety-three. . 
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, VANE, SiE HENRY was in the colony of Mas- 
aachusetts about two years, from 1635 to 1637. He 
arrived in the year 1636, and returned to England 
in 1637. As he was a friend to the puritans, and to 
republicans, and more still perhaps, as he was a 
nobleman, he was elected Governor for 1636, in the 
place of Wintht^p, who did not decline, though not 
anxious for the office. Sir Henry was not destitute 
of ambition ; and he courted the public applause and 
admiration. In 1637, he was a candidate for Gov- 
ernor ; but Winthrop was elected. Yane was mor- 
tified, and manifested his chagrin, by a distant and 
cold demeanor towards Winthrop. He expected the 

E)pular favor, to the neglect of the former Governor, 
ut there was too much good sense in the people, 
to prefer a young stranger, though bearing a noble 
title, to one who had been tried, and found worthy of 
their confidence, by his wisdom, prudenqe, and up- 
rightness. It is not very honorable to the memory 
of the young nobleman, that he consented to be a rival 
candidate to Winthrop, for the office of chief magis*^ 
trate — and there is some reason for the supposition, 
that he supported the party of enthusiasts and anti- 
nomians of that time, with a view to the gratification 
of his ambitious desire of being at the head of the 
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government His friends may justly claim for him 
the praise of moral resolution and heroism, when he 
suffered in England under Charles II : but it will be 
difficult to find any good apology for him, in Befting 
himself up in opposition to Governor Winthrop in 
Massachusetts. 

VARNUM, Hon. JAMES MITCHELL was bom 
in Dracut, afid State of Massachusetts ; he received 
his public education in the college of Rhode Island, 
and was graduatedan that seminary, in 1769. He 
studied law, and began the practice in Rhode Island, 
and very soon became eminent in his profession* He 
had talents and learning ; and as a writer and 
speaker, few young men were equal to him. He en- 
tered the American army, as an officer, soon aiter 
the war commenced ; the second year was promoted 
to the rank of Ifoigadier, and afterwards of Major 
General, in tfie <»ntinental service. Probably no 
one of his age had a higher character as a brave and 
intelligent ofBoer. He was on Rhode Island in 1778, 
when Major-General SuUivan was sait there with a 
large army to drive the British troops from that 
Island — ^John Hancock, as Major-General of the 
miUtia from Massachusetts, Major-General Lafayette, 
and Major-General Greene, were also in that ezpe* 
dition. On several occasions of alarm and danger, 
General Yamum distinguished himself for valor and 
promptness. He resigned his military office in 1780 ; 
and in 1781-^, was a member of Congress from 
Rhode Island. In 1786, he accompanied those whl^ 
made a settlement on the Ohio river, and gave it the 
name of Marietta; General Rufus Putnam, of Wor- 
cester county, was one of the principal men of that 
company ; and several others, who bad been officers 
in the Revolutionary army, were among them. In 
1787, General Vamum was appointed by Congress 
a judge of the North West Territory, within' which 
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the settletn/ent at Marietta was included. On the 
4th of July^ 1788, the anniversary of American Inde- 
pendence, be delivered an oration by the request of 
the citizens of that place, which was published. - For 
pertinency and richness of sentiment, apt illustrations 
and glowing, harmonious language, perhaps it has 
not been surpassed by any oration on a similar occa- 
sion ; and, though the style is highly oratorical, it is 
not inflated or too much labored for such composi- 
tion. Judge Varnum died in January, 1789. His 
death was a great loss, not only to^his family, but 
to that part of the country, where men of intelligence, 
and public spirit would render unspeakable service 
to the increasing^ but rude and illiterate population. 
A few months before his deavth, he addressed a very 
interesting and affectionate letter to his wife, in 
Providence, which was published. It discovers the 
J^ind husband, the elevated philosopher, the learned 
«qholar, and the devout, believing Christi^ii* His 
s^isibility, at first, seems ,to have aUnofl^ over- 
wh^noed him, in the prospect of so early a separa- 
tion from his most affectionate friend, and of the 
blighting of all his bright hope^ of prosperity in the 
.W4»rld ; but religious faith gains tbeascendancy, and 
jhe closes his le^er with expressioi]^ of enUre resigna- 
tion to the will 4^i his heavenly Father. 

yARNUM, Hon. JO^iEPH B. was a brother of 
James M% Yarmim, before noticed. He was quite a 
-young man ^hen the dispute with England com- 
.Qaeooed, which led to American Independence. But 
be early took part with his fellow citizens in defence 
of civil liberty. , Jle was an officer of the militia,, in 
Jfliddle^ex county, when: qiuite young — ^and was pc- 
^pasi^nally in the military service during the Revcju- 
.tk>nary war. Mr. Yarniim was several . years a 
jgaembei; of the Hpu^^ and of the Senate, in Massa- 
chusettii; ,and some y^ars speaker of tbie'iHouse of 
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Repiesentatives. He was also a repr^setitathre in 
Congress from Middlesex district, for twelve years 
from 1792 ; and speaker of tiiat branch of the fedeml 
legislature. And a few years later, he had a seat in 
the Senate of the United States^ for six yeara, by 
the election of the General Court of Massachusetts. 
Again, in ISlI^ and '18, he was ehosen a member of 
tile Senate in Massachusetts ; and lor several years, 
was also Major-General of the militia for the county 
of Middlesex. General Varnum was a sincere re* 
publican, and zealous in his elfforts to perpetuate the 
blessings of the free institutions of the Common* 
wealth to future generations. Few m^i in the State 
were longer in pubHc life than he was. He died in 
1821, aged seventy-one. 

YASSALL, WILLIAM Esq., came to MassaehQ- 
setts Bay, with the large cmnpany, in 1630 ; and re* 
moined a short time in Charlestown, when he return* 
ed to England. He was one of the board of assist- 
ants while he remained in the colony. It appears he 
devoted more time to trade and wealth, than to reli- 
gion. He did not agree with the puritans, and could 
ttierefore expect little influence or eonsideration 
among them. He came again to New England in 
1684 or 1636 ; and resided some time at Soituate in 
Plymouth Colcmy, where several of his children 
weve married — one daughter to Adams, and one to 
White. He made voyages to the West Indies, 
about this time, and was fortunate in his adventures. 
l^e latter part of his life, he did not Uve in Massa- 
chusetts nor Plymouth ; but partly in the~ West In- 
dies, and partly in England. Some of bis descend- 
ants were inhabitants c» Boston and Cambridge, near 
*1he close of the last century* While at Scituate, Mr. 
Vassall had disputes with the Congregational minie- 
ter ; and was desirous of observing the forms of wor- 
ship, and the liteaof religion^, according to the esta]>- 



Usked,XiMlge of the Ej^mopal dmvches in England. 
'Ha was aa mtelligent and enterprising character^ and 
.« uasful member of eivil society: bat, on account. of 
his Ipeligious opinions) was not popular either in PI7- 
month orMassachuseUs, < 

VAUGHAN, BENJAMIN LL. D., was a natite 
of England, and came to the Unitdl States in 1796. 
He settled at Hallowell, on the Kennebto, Maine; 
and there resided till his death, in 1836. His parents 
had lived nlany years in America ( and his mother 
was a native of Massachusetts. And the children 
inherited a large tract of land iwai Kennebec river. 
Mr. Yaughan intended bis residence here from the 
first to be permanent ; and at once cultivated his 
grounds, and attended to the duties of a citizen, but 
witheait engaging in party disputes^ as many do when 
they arrive in, the United States^ He wisely kept 
ftloof fiom all political, parties. He encouraged a 
taste for agriculture, and prepared a large nursery of 
fruit tJtees, which he distribuled gratis in different 
parts of that new country, where they were much 
wanted. For twenty ^y ears past,^ the fruit in and 
near-Hallowell, and in the neij^boring towns, has 
been abundantr^^-owipg in.a^great measure to the 
generous efforts of Mr. Yaughan. He and his family -- 
distributed a great number of books for children in 
that part of the country ; apd urged the forming of 
schools in all the new plantations. The benefits 
have been extensive^ and hardly can be duly appce- 
eiated. Mr. Yaughan was a man of various and ex- 
tensive learning. He was a good classical scholar, 
and familiar with the best English and French 
writers. . No man better understood the mod^n his« 
tory of Europe; or. was a beiter judge of the value 
and eorreetqess of new publications. He had also 
studied astronomy, mathematics, and chemistry; but 
partinolarly the diSbxeat theories ejitant on ethio^, 
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ttbstephysits, aiid tAorgl: pbiloiofiby. He'>0one»- 
ponded with sojxm of like moit eminent echolatra and 
writeo in England^ for many years after he came to 
Amfihea: with Bir Jaities Melt^toirii, Dr. Priestly, Sir 
Samuel Romilly, Joshua Reynolds, Rev. Mr^ B«b 
sham, &C. Mr. Yaughan was sometime a pupil of 
Dt. Pri»9dyw He was a- member of A« A. S. of A* 
P.S. and of R. B^ Edinburgh, and of PaffiimeBt 
He died aft the a^B of eig^ty^t-jfovr/ 

VINES, RiOHARD was a resident in Mama, 
near the mouth oi Saco riMr, at an early period. 
He went there as!a|gent for Sir FerdUinuid Gorges^ 
in 1616, lirar yiearisi befoee . die : settlement of ny«> 
mouth« Gorges was one of the principal members 
of the Plymouth Oompany^ so caUed, in !&iglaad, 
from its first formation. It xras formed for ihe^pur^ 
pose of ookmi^ing North Virginia, or New England^ 
cuich a company was ktiown in 1606 ; but wad not 
incorporated till November, 1620. The company 
held its meetings at t^lymoutb, England ; and was 
therefore usually called, the Plymouth Company, or 
1^ company at Plymoadi, for settling New^^Ekig^ 
land or North Virginia. Gorges made various 
efforts for a settlement for the purposes of trade, and 
fishery. After the attempt for a settlement at the 
mouth of the Kenhebiec river, in 1607, which proved 
unsuccessful, Gorges proposed to establish a compa* 
ny at the mouth of di^ Saco river; and placed 
Vines there as his principal agent, or overseer. The 
whole number was not large ; and it was not in fact 
a permanent settlement. For though Gorges did 
not formally abandon the place, nor resolve to give 
it up entirely, Vines and &ose with him, afiljer one 
winter, left it for some years, and Gorges occupied it 
only a part of each year^ as a stopping place for his 
fishing vessels. But ia 1622, or '23, Vines was 
again sent there by Gorges, who had a grant 6f 
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la^id of (iome extent there ; and from that period 
Gorges maintained a few men, with Vines as his 
agent. Vines continued there from this time, sever- 
al years ; and was soQiq^mei enUe^ tb^ governor of 
the plantation. Mr. Vines had the reputation of an 
active and enterprising man; and in his conduct 
generally gave satisfaction to the lord proprietor. 
At a later period, one of tli9 heirs of the first Gorges 
visited Maine, and projected a plan for an extensive 
ai^tAtm^ni, md a re^iular govemmepti from Pi^c^ta- 
qoA 1^ Ca$co bay ; hm little w^s efi9etf d, though b^ 
#icp(9n(led 1^ lasge property m 1m efforts tQ ^stablloh 9 
eiiy fwi a paii5toat(B. The hiatory of Gorges' pro^ 
Medmgs, m bis plan of «W5t«g a iH^paiate govern^ 
meQt, <»)mpiared with <he pwtwf at Plymouth i^4 
IKaisaaciliUsetta, show 4ie ^m(K>rtam0 of pdveatorerf 
^ttandiog peraonally ^ th^if mt9Jre#t9, if H flpefi not 
.aim pt^9 tbe n^oes^ilr cf bavipg a pew iH^ony 
jnH^tod J^y wor^y ma ifpUglQus ohi^?ai^m, 
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WADSWORTH, JOHN was a native of Dnx- 

t)ury, in the County of Plymotrrti ; and his tnbther, 
a great grand -daughtct of John Alden, who came in 
the May-flower, in 1620. Mr. Wads worth received 
his public education in Harvard College, with the 
class of 1762; and was then Considered a good 
scholar. He was engaged a few years in teaching 
youth; but at the sanie time W8l$ desirous of learn- 
ing himself. He hiad a taste fox logical and meta- 
physical discu'ssion, and gave much of his leisure to 
the study of treatises on those subjects. He had a 
discriminating mind ; and was, indeed, thought by 
some of his friends, to be uuprofitably critical in 
the distinctions he urged or proposed. He was 
choisen a tutor in the i^niversity, in 1770, and there 
had the reputation of an able logician. His fond- 
ness for metaphysical subjects still remained ; and 
his superior powers in this department were univer- 
sally acknowledged. He remained in this station 
till 1777, and a part] of that time, being the oldest 
tutor, was ex-officio a member of the corporation. 
He was the last but two of the tutors, who had a 
seat at that board. These were Stephen Hall and 
C^Cleb Gannett. Mr. Wadsworth died in 1777, 
while in ofSce in the university. He fell a victim 
to the small po^, which then prevailed in Cam- 
bridge ; and it is a remarkable fact, that he had 
long anticipated death by that disorder, and was 
therefore greatly alarmed, when his physician told 
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bim b^ had tciken it He had declined innooulation 
thiough fear of the result. Mr. Wadsworth was 
{;reatly lamented by the students. The older ones 
oould appreoiatQ bis taknta^ aiad learning ; and the 
younget regarded him with affection, for his mild 
and courteous d^orUaent. His epitaph represents 
bim as a good scholar, and admired of all for his 
acut^iess, and his easy manner of communicating 
knowledge to his pupils. 

WADSWOBTH, Gbnbbal PELEG was born in 
Puxbury, in the County of Plymouth, and a cousin 
of thejafoxenamed* He was graduated in Harvard 
College, in X769 ; (and afterwards had the charge of 
the public town school in Plymouth and Kingston. 
Wbeu .the dispute with Great Britain v assumed a 
Serious aad alarming character, he engaged dteided- 
ly on the part of the oppressed provinces. He hod 
a $e9t in tbei County Convention, at Plymouth, as 
one of the delegates from Duxbury, in September 
1774 Aadiii 1775, entered the military depart- 
ment of the province, formed for the common de* 
fence apd welfare. . Mr. Wadsworth was not in the 
r^gulaar ConUnental army ; but in 1775^ he received 
1^ comnyission as eaptain of a company of ninety 
men in the States' service, and was appointed an 
ei^gineer, by Genejial Thomas, the same year, in 
forming tbe army lines in Roxbury and Dorchester. 
In 1776, !he served an Aid to Gen. Ward in and near 
Boston*. He afterwards received the appointment 
of AdjntdDt General, ibr Massachusetts. He had 
the command of the tiien (177&) who were called out 
in Maine, near Penobscot bay. The British had pos- 
session of Casline, in that bay, and the people in 
the vicinity^ for. ,fifty miles, were much exposed. 
Tbe place of Wads worth's residence, at one time, 
was Belffiust ; it was made known to the enemy at 
Caatinei axid they sent meq who seixed bim in the 
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nig^, aad cixmd - hiin: :ta iCa&lnM. tBoT'ifiibi -• ms 
after tbe expectilioii agaiaart .the British at (Sasline, 
b^. Masbaetuisetts, in lT79f in which -GMmmX W^aids^ 
werlh was anointed iseoond in commands ideneml 
Ld^v^U lof . Weymouth,. .waS' -t^bmnnandeiwiiiudatidL 
The attack proved unsuccessful ; and tbe Attkericaii 
troops retreated in imich confusion, and with c<m- 
siderable los& - deneial Wadswordi^ had^ the *|>fai^ 
of good conduct for saving msny lof iheiziien'm *jdie 
retreat. He was a representative in Congress fwm 
Cu^aiberland county, in 1790, and had thei election 
for six sqcjcessive terms. He^snrvived to the age' < of 
eighty-one syoaf 8, and diednn the.ooonty^ of Oxford^ 
in 1830) whereihe owned a large tract of land. ^ 

WALLEY) Hon. JOHN was a native of iBarh- 
stable^ and isont of Rev* Mr. Watley, of chat t^Mfm 
He entered paUic lifeatan«arly age; aa»i wa&one of 
the board of asabtants in Plymouth Oolony in 'l67Bi 
He was appointed one of the council of Sir Edftitisid 
Andros, in 16S6; but neither he nor hisieoiteaguos, 
Hinckley, Bradford, or Lothtopj approved or aided 
Andros in his arbitrary measures. "When Plymowth 
was ineluded in the Massachusetts Province, in 1691 ^ 
he Was also onoiof tbe four oounsellors ifrom the old 
colony. About this: time he .removed to Bristol, and 
resided there several : years, when he removed to 
Boston^ where he died inl71S, at the age^of seveatyi 
Mn Walley waa o&en in the military scarvice of- the 
Province. In 1690^ he was second in command, 
with: the title of General, nnder. Sir Willianl PhtpB, 
In the expedition against. Quebec; - Theprepeflraticne 
made for' tbe purpose were not sufficiently' let^da^ 
ble: s^nditwas laCe m the falL ofptfa^' year when 
Phips arrived in the vicinity. ofiQud^eC' An ailaok 
yf9tQ m^de on the French there/but it proved nnsoc^ 
cessful. The exp^ise attending^ it Was great toidie 
pipvince, by the. authority of wbich the expedition 
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wttff HKfedertaktB ; mA pa^er money , ftar^ihe &mt tfme, 
was i«»i€id by Ibe Qen^ral Court, to pay tlie ' trMpB 
and «ther deiSQia43ds. General Walley was anbonor* 
able tnao; of gieat 8obrielyian<lpe«dBnoe,.and« very 
refigioias chazaetev^ Some of fais deseendants bow 
Uto iu Boston. 

WALTER, REIT. NEHEMIAH was educated in 
Hanraid €oilege^ and received his degree with the 
class of 16d4 He settted in » the ministry in 16^, 
as eoUeagne to the venerable .and apostolic Eliot, 
in R<»Lb!i!ry< . He lived to a good old age; being 
the pastor of the.ehurch-in that town more than sixty 
years. .He died • in 1760, - aged eigh ty-'seveni' ' H# 
was happy with his people, and happy with his aged 
colleague. '^ He^ paid « every tribute of respect to the 
aged seer ;. and in return, received from him every* 
tmder afl^tion." Mr. Walter had a high reputalioii 
as a seholar, amofng theleamed raon oi bis time ; and 
he-was esteemed as an^' excellent divine, and anad^ 
miraUe preacfa^, as well as for simplicity of maBnoner 
and holiness of life ; as humble, prudent and cour* 
teens." Young men, students in> theology, were fond 
ofbifif conversation, and sought his company*--£9r 
he was 'Communicative and instruetive. Mr. Fox^ 
croft, sercral years pastor of the first' church in Bos» 
ton, -before and^ w^ Dr. Cfaauney^ acknowledged 
himself under great* obligations 4o the venerablei 
minister of Roxbury, for giving hkn good advice and 
correct views On some theological points; and con<* 
vinotng him of the agreement of thd congregational 
forms and gpiremment wteh primitive times* Hii^ 
publications are — Convention Sevmon, in 1723— ^tbe^ 
New C0rsiia»t, from Isaiah, 56 : 3 — a series of dis« 
cenises^^^ Christ given by God, as a witness, a l^der 
and amimander i(ar ruler) of ttepeofde/' publisb^ 
after his deeease. • .^ 
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' WALTER^Rbt. TH0;»|A6 a soa of.iUir. N^be- 
miah^ Ixsfoie oamedf received bis publiq edueatio&io 
Harvard CoUege^ where. he was graduajted in. the 
year 1713, and was sometime a coUeagae.ia the 
ministry wiMi his father) at Ro:^hury — ^but died he* 
fore he passed the meridian of life, acQ^rding tp the 
common age of man. But if his years were com- 
piurativrely few, be so diligently Jmprov;ed Us time 
and talenU^as to .be amon§p the first, scholars of Tw 
generation.. Dr. Chauncy giv-es binx a rank witfi 
•the most talented and learned men of the. period in 
which he-4ived* He names Mr. Walter, with Rev. 
Peter Bulkley, of Connecticut, and Hon. Jeremiah 
Dommer, of Massachusetts, and says, '' they were 
accounted the best scholars and the ableal; m^ m 
New England." His acquirements were very w* 
common ; he had quick, perception^ and a retentive 
mempry ^ ^and became pos^e^sed of es^traord^iary lit* 
erajry treasures. He had all the; leajrning o^ Coiton 
Matbetr, which wl^s im|>ortant-Trwithout his lit^^xa^y 
nngtB. .He ^new how to di^tingiiish tbe.wjhe^&Qm 
the chaff. - Had he lived to the common age pf man, 
his frigid? supposed he. would, have been the xnost 
learned man in New ^ogl^nd* from its first settler 
ment. Several ;of Mr. WaJter's discpurses were pulf 
liahedt One^ : was delivered when he was a]tM>ut 
twenty <ffour, at fw special lecture,, before a society, jua 
Bostpn.fojT promoting .regular and good, singing j^t ^U 
times oif xejiigions. wor$b#p. . Another, entitled ^\tbe 
scriptures tbe.pnly rule of faith and practice," ixk 1723^ 
wheQshe W9s*upt thitty. . The first discourse is ingen- 
iiousandappropridi^*. The other, rejects great;l^o|ir 
or oahiti ohai^acier as a learned and liberal theologian* 
It ^ elaborate in research, and able in argume^KUrrr 
shewing the (sufficien^^of .the spri|>tures, th^t/tj^ey 
are the«<ply ataudari^and gMidf in rejigioo,;. and 
that all Human systen^ and theories. ^Ud utterly ii^r 
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toflfcient Jaiid vain. . Mo diteotitse, deHviered at th&t 
tiptie,'17B3,^ nor afterw!ards, exeept by OfaauDcy dr 
MayheWy hai? been preserved, of soihuch po^er or 
learning, ot abouixding with argumetits so pertinent 
and satisfactory.: He- rejects all creeds and forms 
iiot eleariy founded in and agreeable to the sacred 
ecriptttres. ^ ^ The commands of men," he says, 
** are to berigected, simply, and if no other objection 
to'them, becaase they*, are of human imposition ; " a 
seiitimeiit as catholic as that- contained in the de*- 
daiaticai of the celebrated John Robinson, the pastor 
of the Leyden church, and of the Plymouth pil- 
-grims. ' 

• • • 

' WARD, Hon. ARTEMAS was a native of 
Shrewsbury, in the county of Worcester, Massachu- 
isetts,' and his family was among the most respectable 
in the county. He received his public education in 
Harvard College, and graduated with the class of 
1748. He held a commission in the provincial army, 
jn 1756^1762, when there was a \lirar between Eng- 
land and Prdnce, in Tilrhich a large body of troop^ 
•from Masi^acbnsetts were «igaged. He had a seat 
in the House of Representatives for several years, 
before the war of 1776 : and was chosen a member of 
Ihe Council, but with s6me other whigs, received the 
tiegativfe of the Governor. His name appears on the 
records of the province, as a member of several im- 
portant committees of the House of Representatives, 
1ft 1772, 1773, and 1774: When the militia of Mas- 
sadbfusetts assembled in great numbers at Cambridge, 
in April 1775, immediatdy after the affair at Lexing- 
ton and Concord, to defend the province from depre- 
dations of the- British army in Boston, Mr. Ward 
wasappdinted to command them. He had been 
chosen In November 1774, with Preble and Pomeroy, 
fbr that purpose, if a military force should be raised 
in defence of the rights of the people. In July of 
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that jekf, Heoml W«iAlhgtQn, by '^ppoiiitnieBt of 
ihe Oontia^tal Con^ss, took oammand of the troops 
assembfefl at Cambridge and TKimty ; there being 
many tbera ooUeeted from die olhav oolosite^ ^viio 
were resolved to make a'oiHBmon cause of th» ooa* 
lest commenced against Ma8Bad»]sett& He seoeif^ed 
a commission £rom the 'ContiBCKtail CongreBs\a)t ihsl 
timC) as a Major^General ; and oontinmd in the puUte 
service of the ^oomitry most of the -war. In 177fi^ 
however^ he ivas one of die Su{)ieme BxeostiTO 
t>Mmcii ; an important station, as there iviasno^Ooti^ 
erqor in the province. General Ward ba^ thesepn^ 
tation of a brave and judicious officer. He had :att 
the prudence and caution of General Wadiington. 
BDme have supposed he ihould Jbavee^nt troops firbm 
the camp inOambridge to support the men on Bon* 
ker's Hiil, en ike i7th of June 1776. Bm he bad 
season to apprehend an aitaick on his quarteis .these 
from the British army in Beaton. Had such ssi iit> 
taok been made^ and pn^ved snooassfol^ by having 
sent away part of the troops there to Ohadeatowfty 
the consequences irould h^Ve hetnk most dss^tions-* 
and prdbably^ the bonntry subdued mqkI bf eujg^t w^ 
der die Bcitirii yoke. General Waxd cemtinued im 
fteanny the greats portion :c{ the war; but area 
aecambally a member of the Supreme Execntim 
€buncil of Massaafansetts, when not m iba mflitefy 
secvice. At a later •pervd, 1765, General Waid was 
a member of Congress from Massachusetts; and also 
^npvesented his native town in the Gaeneral Gaurl, 
vheoe he was Speaker of the :Hotise« He lived io 
an advanced age ; and died fnU of honors Ibrhia va^ 
rions public services. His sea, ^ Ae same name, 
has acted an honorable partin tlocsety ; and has been 
an eminent lawyer, noember of both branches (pf the 
Legidature, and of the Shipreme ffixecuiive OtHmsil^ 
in Massachusetts, member of Congress, and Chi^ 
Jnstieeof the Court of flommim Pleas for Ibe Xkmr 
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ntenNbaiCb A ^Unalian by pu&sdon^ ahd in his 
life ftnd joonverantioiu ■-' . 

WARRSN^ Hon. JAMBS vafl a cilizon of Ply^ 
mouth, that parent town df. Neir Bngland ; and a 
^aetiidant tfran Ridimrd Wansn, ^e.of the prineir 
fgii damneistta . amimg ^^tbe first comers*^' His 
finlhrn: lifaB isheiiff. o£ Iba coimtjr } . and James Wamn 
idaa sometime held Idie same office. He haid a pub«* 
Ijeednoation ift- Harvard College, rand mceived his 
degree witfa the class of 174S. He had good talents, 
en^' as great a shatre of influence among his fellow 
eiitizenaas almcaft any one in the county. When 
tfaedifipiBte arose with Gmat Britain as^ to the civil 
xigfats of the coionies, and their exemption frcon tax« 
atim by the ' pailiaxnent in England, where the peo<- 
ple in Junerica were noi represented, Mr. Warrea 
took a^ectded stand on the pact of the oolonies^ At 
the icpnteation in Plymimth county, ia September^ 
1774,. he was ckoeen ptesident ; and was also a mem* 
bur' of the provincial Congresses of Hassaehosetts, 
of October 1774, February 1775, and May 177& 
fier proved to be: a very active and useful member o£ 
ftoseipatirioitie assemblies ; and an the death of Gen* 
eiai Joneph* WaHren, luise 17, 1775^, he was elected 

Esident. He ^ was also speaker of the House of 
presentathres, ia Jjily 1776 ; and at several other 
times afterwarda In 1780, he was ehoa«i lieuten* 
anitOoirenior of Massachusetts, bnt declined the 
(Kffiee ; and was little in public life after that period. 
Bb bad many qualities for public stations, and dis«* 
eharged the duties of those he held with ability and 
promptness; His lady was a sister of the celebrated 
patriot .James Otis, Jr., a woman of unxK)mmon in« 
tdiieetual power, and a good writen She publidicd 
a history of the Amaneaa war^iin three volumes* > 

WABOEN, Hoii. JO&EP^ wat a citizen of Rox* 



bnry,, and his ibthev > .vesiAOiabb 'fiB»ria|istt ia *tlmiL 
tQwn. He was educated ia Hanard CoUag^ and 
graduated there in the year 1759. He chose th^ 
profession of a physician^ and devoted^ the ettrly 

J art of his life to the practice, of the ii«^liiig art. Hf 
ad the reputation, of a skilfut physieiaxiy^asi'ireU 94 
of a general scholar ; and a qaan of anleaiiaod gwr 
arous feelings* When the4ispute with Great. Bnitani 
created a more than cammon ictter^st^ and itw«9 a]^ 
parent that the rights and < liberties of the/ people 
could not be preserved, without firm and cesolnte op^ 
position to the measures adopted os proposed^ witk 
respect to the colonies, Dr. Warrdn; engaged iathe 
controversy with all his native ardor f animated by 
<he consideration of the momentous issue then 'pen&' 
ing. He foresaw the approaching crisis with <aQi^- 
iety, but. without despcmdence;^ He .soon reaoked lo 
^take property and Ufe in his couatr3^s causa ; ^and 
he was one of the most active and. decided i patriots 
of that memorable period. He delivered. the oratioa 
before the citizens of Boston, in 1775, on the aniii* 
versary.of the Massacr6iiK>f the Sth of March, 1770, 
when no one else had the ^ courage, to do it ; tbpu^ 
he had pronounced one three years before, on ^ that 
occasion. Hadihecourag^to^ do H-^ox there, wen 
several thousand British troopsin Boston, tox^^eiawe 
the people, and to ^iforce obi^oxious and oppreaqivp 
laws, which had been passed by parliamisnt, infciii^- 
ing cm their most essential civil rights, and. violating 
the express provisions of their charter. But Warren 
pronounced the oration,^ beibre a crowdediAudicpccL 
composed in part of British officers.. And he asscnrteu 
the danger and the tyranny of keeping a standing 
army in the city and province in the time of .peace, 
so explicitly and so indignantly, that some of tbs 
officers were ready . to imflool^e . him . on "■ t^ spot ; 
but the more prudent men prevented it. When the 
jBritish troops .w^ae: preparing to <kal?(e.Boston, April 
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18th, fbr an eitpedition info the country to seize the 
military stores collected at Concord, and to secure 
the persons of Samuel Adams and John Hancock^ 
theii at Lexingtqn, to send them to England to be 
tried for treason, he despatched Colonel Revere to 
give the alarm — ^and he was exposed )n the high- 
way, -on the 19th of that month, to the vengeance of 
the British soldiers, on their return to the metropolis. 
On the memorable 17th of June, of that year, he in- 
sisted upon visiting Charlestown heights, although 
his public duty did not require him to be personally 
present, and his friends remonstrated against his 
thus exposing himself on that day. He had indeed 
been chosen a Major-General a few days before, biit 
had not received a commission ; he had no command 
given him to take part in that enterprise ; but was 
with the Committee of Safety, at Cambridge, there 
assembled for advice and consultation. The fatal 
result of that movement, most honorable as it was to 
his patriotic feelings, is known to every American, 
young as well as old; and will not be forgotten 
while the love of liberty i*- cherished, or patriotism 
is duly appreciated, by the citizens of the United 
States. Dr. Warren was one of the delegates to the 
Suffolk County Convention, first at Dedham, and 
then, by adjournment, at Milton, in September 
1774-i-and chairman of the committee, by which the 
firm and able resolves were prepared and forwarded 
to the continental Congress, then sitting at Philadel* 
phia. He was president of the third provincial Con- 

Sess of Massachusetts, which met at Watertown, in 
ay 1776 — ^and also chairman of the executive com*' 
saittee of safety, after Mr. Hancock joined the con- 
tinental Congress, in May 1776. 

WARREN, JOHN M. D., A. A. S., a native of 
Boxbury, and brother of Gen. Joseph Warren who 
was slain on Bunker's Hill, 17th June 1776, received 
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his public education in Harvard College, with the 
class of 1771. He attended the study of medicine 
under the direction of bis brother, who was ahso an 
eminent physician ; and about ten years older fhan 
John. If he had not all the zeal and enthusiasm 
which his brpther displayed, he was a true iriend to 
the cause of civil liberty, and was decided, firm, and 
active. He was appointed Hospital Surgeon in 1775 ; 
and contieued in that stati(m several years: when 
be engaged in the practice of medicine in Boston. 
The other surgeons belonging to Massachusetts, were 
Hayward, Townsend, Eustis, Adams, Hart, &c. ENr. 
Warren was an original member of the Medical 
Society, and some time President : and when a med« 
ical and anatomical department was established* at 
Cambridge, connected with the University, ho was 
chosen Professor of Anatomy and Surgery. He was 
a popular lecturer ; and as a practising physician 
very few have been more acceptable than he was. As 
a surgeon, he excelled all others in the State. He 
vne^s a worthy and useful member of several societies 
for literary and benevolent purposes. He was a ra- 
tional, liberal, and exemplary christian, and many 
years a member of the church in Brattle square, 
Boston. He died in 1815, at the age of sixty-two. 

WE ARE, Hon. MESHECH was a native of 
Hampton, in the State of New Hampshire, and ire- 
ceived his public education in Harvard College, with 
the class of 1735. He was a Justice of the Superior 
Court, and Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
before the Revolution, and one of the principa4' public 
characters in that province whei^ the war began. 
He took part with the whigs of that period J and, 
when petitions and remonstrances; for several years, 
proved ineffectual, he was willing to resort to arms, 
as that extreme measure, or slavery, was the only 
aUemative. He was chief magiatarate of that ^te 
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fmrK:l7J6 f^o 1784, wh^p he retire4.frppi all public 
service, c^n account of the infirmities of age, ai^d &iea 
in the year 1785, aged seventy-three. Mr, Weare 
!wa^ also sometime Chief Justice of the Supreme 
pourt in New Hampshire. He possessed respectable 
talents, and was classed among the literati of New 
l^ngland. He was early a member of the American 
J^oadepxj of Arts and Sciences. 

WENDELL, Hon. OLIVfeR received his educar 
t.ion in Harvard College, where he was graduated iii 
1753. He was many years a merchant in ISoston, 
highly respected for bis correct and honorable cou)- 
duct. He enjoyed the confidence of his fellow citir 
zens in an equal degree with the most eminent char- 
acters in that town. In the great question of a 
struggle for liberty, or submission to arbitrary power, 
in if/O-TS, Mr. Wendell was of the number who 
resolved to make every effort to preserve their civil 
rights. Hb attended the second and third Provincial 
Congresses of Massachusetts, held in February 1176, 
and in May following, if^or several years after this 
period, he had a seat in the House of Representatives 
and in the Senate ; and was sometime Judge of Pro- 
bate for the county of Suffolk. He belonged to 
several societies for religious and charitable objects, 
and was President of the oldest Missionary ^Society 
in ihe State. He always promoted the interests and 
prosperity of Harvard College, and was one of the 
corporation twenty-four years. He arrived at a good 
old age, honored and esteemed by all who knew his 

worth. 

\ 

WENTWORTH. Hon. JOHN who was several 
years Governor of tne province of New Hampshire, 
was educated in Harvard College, and received his 
first degree in l755. He had a high character as a' 
literary man. The degree of L L. D was conferred 
on him^by Dartmouth College, and by the universities 



of Oxford and Aberdeen. Mr. Went w^rCh was GdV- 
ernor of New Hampshire from 1767 to 177© : and 
afterward of the province of Nova Scotia. In the 
great .political difipute with Englatid, which began 
in 1765, he supported the claims and the cause of 
the parent administration ; and in 1775, he left New 
Hampshire and went to Halifax, in Nova Scotia. 
He was of the moderate party in politics, and acted 
in opposition to the whigs, only in so far as his 
official station required. He was desirous of the 
tontinued union of the colonies with the parent gov- 
ernment Governor Wentworth was a nephew- of 
Benning Wentworth, who was the chief magistrate 
" of New Hampshire from 1741 to 1767. y 

WENTWORTH, Hon. JOHN was a native of 
Soinersworth, in New Hampshire, and received his 
pdUic education in Harvard College,^ with the blass 
of 1768. He was a son of Hon. John Wentworth, 
of the same place ; who was frequently in public 
office, and some time a Judge of Probate and a Jus* 
,tice of -the Superior Court, for the province of New 
Hampshire, and who died in 1781. John Wont- 
Worth, Jr. was a firm and active patriot in the 
memorable period of 1774, 1775, &c. In 1774, he 
was one of Ate committee of safety for that province ; 
and soon after a member of the House of Assembly. 
In 1778, he was appointed one of the three delegates 
by that State, to attend the continental Congress ; 
hut he was a mejnber of that body only two or three 
years. He wait, however, in public office in New 
Hampshire some time after that period. B^ he 
died when only forty-one ye|irs of age, in 1787. He 
%ra8 a lawyer by .profession ; and reiqided at Dover. 
John Sullivan and John Wentworth:, Jr. wifrid the 
dnly attornies in that vicinity, in 1773. 

.W]^T,.Ho% BBNJAME^tsoii'^f Rfcy; l%^m^a 
West of Rochester, Massachusetts, hatllils education 



An Haryard College, and took bis degree in 1V%8. 
Sm engaged in the profession of la'w^, and settled mt 
Chaflestown, in the State of New Hampshire. He 
had ej&teusive practice, and was repated an able 
tlawyer* He waa a representative from New Hamp- 
Mhxte in Congress^ after the adoption of the federal 
eoostitution of 1788^ He xeceived the soffirages df 
•his fellow citizens for that station, fbr several termi. 
He approved of the measui^s of President Washings 
ton ; and often gave efiidient aid to secure the adoption 
of those measures. He has always been ranked with 
the most able legal characters in the State of New 
Hampshire ; with Smith, Mason, and Sullivan. 

WEST, BENJAMIN LL. D., a native of Reho- 
both,. Massachusetts, was distinguished as a mathe- 
matician, and received an honorary degree in Har*- 
vard, Browuj and Dartmouth Colleges. He gavp 
his attention particularly to the study of astronohiy ; 
and few in the country, fifty years ago, had somudi 
knowledge on the subject as Mr. West. He was 
^ofessor of astronomy, mathematics, and natunrt 
philosophy, in Brown University, during twelvie 
years : and next to professor Winthrop of Harvard 
University, and Dr. Ritteinbonse of Philadelphia; 
Mr. West was generally estimated as one of the mosi 
€»ainent natural philosophers in the United States^ 
and in early life, he had fewer advantages than theyi 
from the instructions of learned men. He was chosen 
professor in Brown College, in 1786^ and held thai 
place till near the close of Ufe. H^ died in 1913, al 
Ite a^s of dghty^three. ' ^ 



»* 



WEST, Rev. SAMUEL D. D., was a natlvo of 
Yarmouth, in the couaty of Barnstable^ Massachai 
setts, and received bis pnbHo edodatidn in H«fvaid 
College, with the class of 1754 He made greater 
pfogrenr i» his 8liMUe% wbeh an lindeigi^dtia^^ tbaH 
36^ 



idOBt young men da in the university. His 'caiiidL 
WAS matured when he entered • college, for he waar 
Aten twenty-one years of age : and he eajrly <basoT* 
^oM a great Airst fdr learning. He akm had & 
good measure of independence in his inquiries. Be 
was an original thinker ; and chose to und^stdnd 
any subject to which his inquiries were direct^ so 
As to be able to explain and defend the views he 
entieirtained. He chose 4he profession of a cbiistiaii 
minister; but was not c<mtent to pursue Ihe <rid 
tract precisely without personal inquiry and convio* 
lion : aiid yet he was not an innovator ; he did so^ 
depart from the opinions of antiquity without gned 
reason. He read the bible diligently, and compared 
different portions of it, for the right understanding of 
a difficult passage. He also made use, as helps, of 
the writings of the christian fathers^ and of othoj 
learned theologians, who wi«oie after the reformatioa 
by Luther. His library was not very large, but wett 
cAiosen. Beisides Patrick, Lowth, and Whitby, he 
had LeClerc, Beasota^e and L'Enfant, Poole's Syniq>- 
sis, Walton's Polyglott. (borrowed probably,) t£e 
works of Calvin, Limooreh, Orotiiis, Dupin, ' and 
of many English divines of a later date : also of die 
Catholic, Bellarmine, of Hobbesj 6cc. With all 
tihese he was wdl acquainted, and kMw both theii 
peculiar excellencies and errors. And thus he was 
well ifufnished with things new and old in the theoH- 
logical department. He embraced the theory of 
human freedom, in opposition to that of neces^ty, 
whether of tiie philosophical lichool of Hobbs and 
Hume, or of Cidvin or Edwards. He published es*' 
says in favor of the doctrine of a self*detennining 

B^wer in man, in which he agreed with the learned 
r. Samuel dark, and others of his school — contend* 
Ing that a man had intrinsic power to choose, or. to 
exercise his will — that Tolition was not an Bffeetp 
but was strictly the mind (ictittg^^that motive* was 



kidscd'sLB occae^tm for aeti||g-r-4)ut fiill the vmA 
waM free to act or (jaoos^^^^-and often did choofii^ 
against, reason or conviction of the rigbt and the 
most proper. He aI$o coq tended, that the pre-scienqa 
of God did laot cause or so control the mental acls^ 
as that the latter were the necessary effects of tbi^ 
ibrnier : Fot eknowledge . in the DeUy having ,w> 
more eausalUp, or influence on men's aetic(n9| than.onc 
present knowledge has. For to speak of the fore^ 
hmnokdge of God 19 only ix^ acoopimodation to huma% 
iKeakness or imperfection. It is iione other than 
Resent knowledge^-^s be knows all things from 
etemitjr^*^and therefore, while it implies certain ty^^. 
it is not the cati9e'0{ what is known^ > And if Go(| 
Miy knows things because be has foreordained 
ftem, then he is the author of his own infinite know* 
ledge, or has created one of his eternal essential 
sttribntea Dn West wrote on the sut^jectof husaaub 
freedom, in strictures on Dr. Edwards,( Dr. ^tephei^ 
West, and of Dr. Hopkins — and ^oqae of his essay^) 
were published. Dr* West was a man of various 
and extensive learning, and an original member oi 
ihe American Academy of Arts . and ^ienees. B0 
possessed very kind and benevolent feelings, and 
deeply sympathised with the bereaved and af9Licted.^' 
He took a decided part, so far as* was proper in ar 
clergyman, and a$ did most of his clerical bret^ren^ 
in New Englaaid, in favor of civil liberty, in the tn% 
morable period of 1776, F^r it w^^Mieved theref 
was a close connection between th^civil and religioucr 
liberties of the country. The high church part.y an 
England, which was always seeking^ to control the[ 
leligioxis concerns in the colonics, . supported th^ 
claims of the crown n.ni its agentf, to arbitrary aJid 
supreme power in a polltiQal vieiy:. Thje publication^ 
of Dr. West, were essays 01^ human freedom, eleetic^ 
sennons, discourse on the anniversary of the landijo^ 
of tb& pnritant fat|iers at Ply;ixioi^th; at the Dudley a4| 
Lecture, and on several ordination occasions. He 
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died ia 1807, at the age of Beventy-aeven j and for 
some time before his decease was in very infinn 
health, so as not to speak in public. Dr. West was 
settled in the christian ministry in the town of Dart- 
mouth, now Fait Haven, and New Bedford; and 
remained in that station, till near the close of life, 
when his infirmities prevented his labors among ihem. 

WEST, Rev, Dr. STEPHEN was many yeaw 
the pastor of the Congregational church and society 
in Stockbridge, State of Massachusetts. He received 
bis education in Yale College; and was always 
esteemed as a good scholar and able theologian* 
He embraced the Calvinistic system of divinity ; and 
advocated its peculiar tenets with ability and zeaL 
He was an able disputant and an acute logician* 
But those who did not fully think with' him on thes^ 
points, considered his writings more plausible thaa 
solid; while others were satisfied with them, as 
powerful and convincing. He did not however adopt 
the Calvinistic doctrine of the imputation of the evil 
of a single act of disobedience of Adam to all his 
posterity, so as to render them obnoxious to eternal 
misery for that act — but supposed that the disobedi- 
ent act of Adam caused a total moral corruption of 
his posterity, so that every one coming into beings 
]^nd acting ever so little for itself, even in infancy, 
deserved eternal punishment for its own sins — thai 
the^effect of Adam's sin was not strictly everlasting 
misery to each and every one of his descendeuts ; but 
was the cause of a total moral corruption, so that 
their every act was necessarily sinful, and exposed 
them, however young, to such a fatality. Dr. West 
lived to^an advanced age, and was esteemed for his. 
piety and moral goodness, as well for his learning 
and his inteUectnal powers. 

WHEELOCK, Hon. JOHN L L. D. was a na- 
tite of Lebanon, in the Stale of Connecticut ; and 
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a son of Rev. Eleazer Wheelock, long a teacher of 
the Indians, and the founder of Dartmouth Collegej 
in New Hampshire. Mr. Wheelock. was sometime 
at Yale College, but received his degree from Dart- 
mouth College, in the year 1771, with the first clas3 
which was there graduated. He was a scholar and 
a patriot. At the age of twenty, he was one of the 
delegates to the Provincial Congress, of New Hamp- 
shire, at Exeter, in 1774; and in 1777, had a com- 
mission as Major under General Stark, who led a 
body of men agaipst the British, under General 
Burgoyne, then advancing on the United States 
from Canada. On the death of his father, in 1779, 
Mr. Wheelock was elected president of Dartmouth 
College ; and in 17S2, visited Europe, partly for the 
purpose of obtaining donations for the college, and 
for personal improvement in modern literature. Dr. 
Wheelock died in 1817, at the age of sixty^six. 
H^ had the reputation of a good scholar; and h^ 
discovered his sense of the value of human learn- 
ing, by his great efforts to increase the means of 
knowledge and science in the college, over which he 
presided : and which was situated in a newly settled 
part of the country, where a literary seminary was 
greatly needed. 

WHITOOMB, Colonel /ASA was a citizen of 
Lancaster, in the county of Worcester ; of a large 
estate, and excellent character. He was many 
years a deacon of the Church. He early engaged 
in the memorable contest for civil rights and libertyi 
against the usurpations of the British administra- 
tion, of 1766. Mr. Whitcomb was the representa- 
tive from Lancaster, in 1760-1767; and in the dis- 
putes with Gov. Hutchinson, always voted and act- 
ed with Adams, Otis, and other whigs of the Gener- 
al Court, at that tiipe, He was a menlber of the 
County Convention in Worcester, August 1774, to 
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0oii9uUon measEores for defence and saf(^tf in that 
filarming period ; and of the ProTincial Congresses, 
of October 1774, and of Pebruaty 1775. In May 
1776, he raised a regitn«nt and received a commis* 
0ioD as Ootond. ^ With Colonel B. Lincoln, tie tras 
soon after chosen Muster-master of the Maesadm* 
setts troops, and in 1776, he commanded a regiment, 
ordered to Crown Point, and Ticonderoga. In all 
these stations, he conducted with equal prudence 
and efficiency. He was wholly devoted to tl» 
cause of liberty ; and to keep up the credit of papet 
fidoney, issued to support the expenses of the war, 
he risked everything, and lost almost all his proper-^ 
ty. He lived to a good old age, but died in poverty ; 
though his latter days were made comfortable by 
the kindness of his relatives. Such, alas, is often 
the lot of the disinterested and the patriotic ! Jobft 
Whitcomb of Lancaster, was a Colokiel and a Qidn* 
pral) in 177S) chosen by the Provincial Congress. 
He was appointed a Major-General, June thirteenth, 
and Joseph Warren, on the fourteenth. He had 
been elected Brigadier General, in February pie^ 
teding. He had the entire confidence of the friends 
of liberty, 

WHITNEY, Rev. PETER a son of Rev. A. 
Whitney, of Petersham, ^had his public education in 
Harvard College, with the class of 1763 ; and waS 
ordained over the Congregational church and so* 
ciety, in Northborough, county of Worcester, in 
1767. He was the minister in that place forty-nine 
years, and died in 1816, at the age of seventy-*two. 
Mr. Whitney was of pleasant and courteous mah«> 
ners, melliodical in his plans and labors, prudent ill 
temporal affairs, of studious habits, of catholic 8en«- 
timents, and faithful as a Christian minister. He 
was always ready to assist in plans of public inn 
provement, and frequently the first to propose such 
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^ i^y^ared favotable to the support and progress of 
eduoation. He wvote a good description of tbd 
Cotmtf of Woreester, which was puiblisbed; and 
s^roral of his sermons delivered on public occasions, 
wete also issued from the press. A sofi, and a 
gcandson, have been ordained ministers of the 
goqpeL 

WIGGLESWORTH, Rbt. EDWARD D. D. 

received his education in Harvard College, and had 
his first degree in 1710. He was chosen professor 
of sacred theology in the institution, in the year 
1721; and was the first professor on the HoUis 
foundation. Before that time, the tutors and the 
president, gave the students instructions in religion. 
Mr. Wigglesworth was well fitted for his station, 
and was one of the most learned theologians c^ that 
period. He had impartially studied •ecclesiastical 
history, and well understood the controversiei^ existr 
ing among different sects of Christians. Wheii Mr. 
Whitft&ld first visited Massachusetts, in 1743, he 
was censorious and exclusive; Mr. Wiggleswoi^h 
opposed him, detected his erroneous statenients, and 
reprimanded him for his assuming manners, and 
denunciatory spirit. On the second visit of Mr. 
Whitfield, he was more candid and moderate ; and 
Dr. Wigglesworth, president Uolyt>ke, and' other 
ofiicers of the college received- him with respect and 
kindness. He occupied the professor's chair forty* 
five years ; and rendered great service to the college, 
hy hia learning, exemplary condnct, and good judg^ 
mmit His ii^uenee in the government was often 
known to b» highly salutory. His publications 
were numeroua and well received, both by the rsh 
ligieue and Ht^ary eommonity. Edward Wig^e»> 
worth, D« D., son of the former, succeeded hii 
fiadier, a9 professor of divinity in Harvard CoUega 
ia 176S) and eontiatted twenl^««i9C yeavs. He tod 
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te^ scmietime a tutor in the coltege. He was a 
learned theologian, and of a very catholic spirit. 
His public lectures were not without interest^ as to 
the matter ; but he had a poor elocution, and waB 
an invalid a great portion of the time he was pro- 
fessor. In his private lectures, he was very instruct- 
ive, and it was only the indolent and careless 
who could attend them without profit. His dis- 
courses at the Dudleyan lecture on tradition, was 
an able performance; and that on the death of Dr. 
Winthrop, in 1779, professor in the University, was 
highly appropriate and learned. It was on the doc- 
trine of immortality, as fully revealed and confirm- 
ed by the Christian revelation. He was succeeded 
by Rev. Dr. Tappan, in 1792. 

WILLARD, Rbv. JOSEPH D. D. L L. D. was 
a son of Rev. Mr. Willard of Scarborough, Maine, 
and received his public education in Harvard Col- 
lege, with the class of 1766. He had the reputation 
of a hard stnd^it and good scholar, when he finish- 
ed his r^ular course there. The year after he 
received his first degree, he was appointed a tutor 
in the college ; and c<»itinued in that station nearly 
four years. He then took the pastoral care of the 
first Church and Society in Beverly. In 1781, he 
Was elected president of Harvard College. He died 
in 1804, while he was in that ofiice, at the age of 
sixty-two. Dr. Willard was esteemed both for bis 
piety and learning. He gave evidence of the control- 
ing power of religion in all the relations of Ufe. 
He was attentive, and faithful to all his duties ; and 
was anxious for the improvement of such as de- 
pended on him for instruction and advice. His 
manners were naturally somewhat austere, but he 
was also courteous ; and all who best knew him, 
readily awarded him the praise of a benevolent 
hearty and a dispomtion to please. As head of the 
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ecJIege, bfe conducted xtith fidelity and impartiality, 
and. omitted^Do labor for the welfare and proaperit jf 
vf the ui9titutioB. When he had any leisure hours 
from neeessary duties of his pkoe, be gare them to 
ibe studies of important brandies of science. He 
was a correct Greek scholar, and in mathematics 
few were his superior. He will long be remember- 
ed, by those who knew him as- principal of the uni- 
nneysity, with great esteem and respect. 

WILLIAMS, Ret. ELISHA a son of Rer. W. 
Wiltiams, of Hatfield, was educated in Harvard 
College, and received his first degree in 1711. He 
belonged to .'a family numerous and respectable in 
New England, more than a century ago. He 
studied theology, and was ordained over a Church 
smA Society in the town of Wethersfield, in the col- 
ony of Connecticut. In 172&, he was chosen the 
rector or principal of Yale College. Mr. Williams 
eonttnued at die head of the college till 1739. He 
had the reputation of an able divine, and of a good 
ctassioal seholat. In his time, Yale College was . 
much inferior, both as to its funds and instructors, 
€0 its present state. For literary advantages, it is 
. new second to nf> college in the United States. Mr. 
Williama was the third rector in that seminary. 
He resigned the office on account of his feeble 
health ; and afterwards held the office of Justice of 
Peace. He was a chaplain in the expedition to 
Cap« Breton, in 1746. A few years later Mr. Wil- 
liams visited England ; where be became acquaint- 
ed with Dr. Doddridge, and other learned divines. 
They spoke highly of Mr. Williams as ''a learned, 
•pious, and candid man." He retumckl to Oonnecti- 
eut, and died at Wethersfield in 1760, aged sixty 
years. 

WILSON, Rev. JOHN accompanied Governor 
37 
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Winthrop and otliers, who arrived at Cha^le^tQiGmi 
/uDe 1630. He was soon after chosen pastor of th9 
Church there formed, and becapie the first mimsteF 
of the first Church, in Boston, when the majority of 
those who landed at Charlestown removed to Bos-, 
ton, which was in October of the same year. Whea 
he came to this country, he was about forty. He 
died in 1667, at the age of seventy-seven. He had 
been a preacher in the Churchjof Bnglaad, apd was 
favored with a university education. In the latter 
part of the reign of king James, and the.early times 
of Charles I, he suffered much from persecution, as 
did many other learned and pious ministers. They 
were harrassed and censured^ and forbidden to 
preach or to administer the Christian ordinances, by 
the bishops, unless they would conform to all the 
rites of the Church, and be subservient to the arbi- 
trary orders of the hierarchy. In that period of 
spiritual domination, Mr. Wilson wa« subject to ill 
treatment of various kinds, because of his honesty 
in adhering to the directions of the word of God. 
He was a sincere protestant, and a decided puritanj 
and therefore opposed to many of the rites am 
forms of Episcopacy ; but he was of a very mih 
and humble spirit. He^ had great faith in the 
efilcacy of sincere and ferveqt piety, and hi^ friends 
related many instances, in which they supposed hi^ 
prayers were specially answered. Some of theses 
are remarkable, without imitating the credulity, of 
Cotton Mather. No doubt his pious prayers were of 
great benefit, to his own spiritual character, but 
many, perhaps, will doubt their further efficacy^ 
Mr. Wilson was truly a son of consolation, and 
united in a remarkable manner, mildness with de- 
cision of character. He was niild toi^ard^ the 
erroneous, if ignorant, and ready to be instructed ; 
but somewhat severe in rebuking the conceited, the 
4|piritually proud, and t|3<)j^ who boQ»»t^d pf their 
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faithi ythile their lives ivere imriiorat and licentious. 
By tiie latter he was called a legal preacher ; buf 
ie faithfully taught the doctrines of th^ New Testa- 
faie^t, ** which are according to . godliness." There 
iras always a sincere friendship between him and 
Governor Winthrop, and they both opposed the 
iknatical Antinomians of their time. Mr. Wilsoa 
Was kind to the native Indians^ and sometimes 
assisted Mr. Eliot of Roxbury, in teaching them the 
doctrines and duties of the gospel. During a part 
of his long ministry, he had for colleagues Rev. 
John Cotton, and Rev. John Norton, who were 
teamed scholars and popular preachers. Mr. Wil- 
son was a rational, argumentative preacher, and his 
success as a m'inister was more owing to his plainly 
and forcibly stating the great doctrines and precepts 
of Christianity, than by any studied efforts to be 
elo€[uent^ or to excite the passions of his hearers* 
The Church formed at Charlestown, in August 
1630, of which Mr. Wilson was the first minister, 
was the fourth or fifth, in order of time, in New 
England. The Church at Plymouth was the first ; 
^at at Salem, the second; that at Dorchester, the 
thiJrd ; and the Charlestowa and Watertown, the 
fotirth and fifth, as they existed about the same 
time. A majority of the first Church formed in 
Charlestown, removed to Boston in all October ; and 
there Mr. Wilson publicly officiated on the Lord's 
day. In 1632, a separate and distinct Church was 
formed in Charlestown, and had Mr, James as pas- 
tor. A Church in Roxbury in the meantime was 
formed, and after Charlestown, Lynn. In 1720, 
there were seven Congregational Churches in Bos- 
ton — one Baptist, and one Episcopalian — the seven 
Churches had twelve pastors or teachers; who were 
' supported -by voluntary contributions, 

WINSLOW, ttoN. EDWARD toade one of that 
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Tfdscdute band of puritans wJbQ bmved tbe^^ 4^^^ . 
lo^d privations of the first colony ou th^sbo^eiT of 
New England; ^' wbo settled on bare freation :" lajr 
from civilized man, and exposed to the cruelties of^a 
savage race. But they trusted in PrQv^encei ai^ 
therefore could endure much; they had the, Jaixti af 
christians^ ?^nd th(?refore hoped for muchr They.pre- 
lerred a good conscience to the smiles or reyf^rd? ^f 
the powerful. They had a generous regard loir their 
ehildren, and therefore were. '^wiHingto he ^f wing 
stones to those who should come after them^!? : *bw 
believed 'Mt their duty to obey God rather than m^ij ;. 
imd therefor^ resisted the claims of fallible me^, both 
prinpes and prelates, ^o deimand obedience to } rites 
and forms not prescribed by their divine teaph^r- 
Edward Winslow was one of the five leaders -of the 
company which settled at Plymputhjin, 1620, Cdx- 
yeri Bradford, Brewster, and Standish,,. wp);e . tl^ 
others. To ^vhichsom^ may think it proper to ^i^ 
AUerton, Alden, Fuller, Hopkins, Etowlab^, aim 
Warren. Winslow united himself, to the society. or 
company at Leyd^, some time before they eml^ck^ 
for Nqw England.^ But he was decidedly with tKep 
in his religious opinions^ahd views; and his int^]^* 

gt^ce and talents qualified him to bq eminently vff^ 
1 in founding the colony, and in promoting its prof- 
} perity. He bad prudenqe and gpod judgment,; ^d 
, could, give advice; he had resolution wp^ fi]:r^^f5J^ 
. and was ever ready for actiqn on, all proper q^caslpii^. 
He, passed through, a wilderness i^ull ofsay^g^is^jj^o 
» visit the sachem Massasoit, in his sickness;, he w«nt 
in an open boat, to the eastern coasts, where l^^b- 
juag vessels ixom Europe, resorted, to obtain prpvi^os, 
to prevent a famine amon^ tb^ people. G.fi]]»ugd 
.twice, - ^ *- 

,:tain 

i years, 

: k^L^ ft Wd . HiciftHi stoR^ j^ f jfc of Ijis, rigl^^eojfli h^^- 
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ity ; aindthe tirtuons looked t<xhim for fiiror ot re- 
dress, and ne^ei' sought it in vain. He was a^ man 
of religion, o\ he could not have enjoyed the esteem 
and confidenceof the company. When he visited 
England in 1654, he was employed by Cromwell as 
a commissioner, to go with a fleet to Jamaica — and 
there fell a victim to disease, common in that warm 
climate. 

WINSLOW, Hon. JOSIAH was son of Edward, 
and born in Plymouth colony, 1628. He was well 
educated, but not in a college. At an early age, 25, 
he was chosen an assistant ; in 1673, on the death 
of Mr. Prence, he was elected governor^ to which office 
he was annually chosen, tilt his death, in 1681. He 
had the reputation of being the '^niost accomplished 
gentleman in New England ;" king Charles H's com- 
iEtissioners being the judges. But no doubt, their 
Opinion on this point was correct. Governor Wins- 
low was commahder-in-chief of the troops raised in 
1675, to defend the colony from the attacks of the 
Indian tribes ; who, at the instigation of the revenge- 
ful Philip, were collecting from all parts \o destroy 
tile English plantations. Philip pretended, or rather 
others have pretended for him, that the English de- 
frauded him of his lands, or took possession of them 
by force. But there was no foundation for such a 
charge. It was truly said by Winslow, " we do not 
claim an acre of land, not fairly purchased of the 
Indians : or for which we had not their free consent." 
President John Adams, and James Otis, confirmed 
this statement in 1770. The charge was unfounded. 
It was mere pretence. But the detractors of the pious 
and honest pilgrims have been too prone to repeat the 
accusation. Governor Josiah Winslow was persoci"* 
ally hind and friendly to the Indians in Plymouth 
colony, and was always ready to acknowledge and 
Mpay die kindness of Massasoit. But Philip was of 
37 • 
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another spirit* oodivjbdi be fotmdi his peoa^ d^^ 
creaskig^ or retiring, and the iBngiish inereasingyhifl 
savage temper was raisdi, and be resolv>ed to destsoy 
the English^ or to perish in the attempt. Governor 
Winsloir was greatly beloved ) bis piety and bis so^ 
cial virtues endeared him 4o the w]K)Ie eekxny. > ' 

WINSLOW, Hon. ISAAC a son of G<iveraor 
Josiah Winslow, and a native of Marshfield, in the 
county of Plymoiitb, inherited the estate of his father^ 
caiied Carestoell, lytng.near the boufuds^of Ehxxburyv 
fir^t occupied by Gov-^or Edward Winslow, urn 
early as 1628. It is a largetraet^: contaimiig many- 
acres' of salt marsh; and a part of the upland is a 
rich soil. The farm now, (1842,) belongs to <Kofi, 
Datniel Webster: Isaac Winslow inherited also tiie 
virtues of his ancestors, the two Governors.- ' He had 
Sl good education, but not at a college. He was^cif 
a public sptrit, and .mueh> devoted; to the inCereshi<of 
the colony. Butdti his dduf, it had become a part of 
Masaaxshusetts, and tberofore needed less care of its 

EK)uliar welfare.: He had a seat in the HoubS' of 
eprosientatives r several years; and afterwards at 
the Council Board, where, he remained, by repeated 
eleetoons, longer than any uther person appears te 
have done ; and a great part of the time, he was the 
aenjior member of the Boards lie left, a chaTaetery 
for which the next generation cherished a high te*- 
gard ; aTeharact^ for 'piety, integrity, and benevo^ 
lence, which was hot surj^ssed by any one of fai&i 

day; . • • - ' 

» . • - • ' ' • • » 

WINSLOW, MAioR^^ffiENBtAL JOHN was., a son 
of Isaac, abovs'named. He had the reputatian-ef^oa 
intelligent and active >y oung man ; and early etftgaged* 
in iihe imilitary sisinrice of the prevdnee, being) BJa> offi«i 
eer of iteilitia before tbe tage o(F thirty. Aftf«'>he 
~ the age of forty years, . there was wat^be^ 



(wata Jingland an^. France for ta; long period.^ The^ 
Feench th»D had poaaessioti itf- Canada aaad Mora. 
SoQiia ; > and the Ne,w Engbndcorionias^ beiqg eoitnao 
ted with tbe foraner goveinaaent, furnished troopsr to 
act wilh the British, during mccst of the campaign. 
General Wiaalow waa engaged in. all these miHtary 
eoterpriaes. He commanded the Massachusetts troops 
anpioyed ini NovaSbotia, in. 1765,1 and, 'jsr lYm 
and '59^ was Major-»General inr the expedition against '- 
Canada. He waiaa brsj^e and intelligent officer; 
bul'of a bene^oieoit and compassionate spirit; and 
ready to extend iaU preper lenity to a conquered 
enemy. Wben^ he. conmonded the New Enghmd 
troops at the northwest, in 179d^ his officers and men 
obJQctod to being mixed with the regular Brkish 
army, or* to bdng commanded by British officers', . 
except jas to Loid •London, Ike comnmnder-ixHehief 
of itfae vrhcM.^ Tiiey wi^ed to ;be separate, as fares 
posnl^y oonsisitent with the order amd arrangemttii 
of one army. Owing to the good management of 
General Winslow, this wish of. tbs proviocial troops 
was complied with, without any detriment to the 
public terrice. General- Winslow was president of 
the Old Colony Olub^ iiif 1769 ; formed for the pntposo 
efeommemoraiing the ehara^ters and virtues of the 
first settlers of Plymouth ; and which is revived in: 
thePilgrim Society, mbre recently established mtihttl 
place. General Winaloiw retained his activity .and 
pron^mess, aod his peculiar decision of character, 
till' his death; which took place in 1774, at the age 
of seventy-three. The portraits of the two governors', 
and of General Winslow and his son Isaac, who was 
aa^miaent phy^idati, aro in ithe Ubrary room of the 
MiBSsacbosetts Historical Sbcietjr, in. Boston. This 
two\ SiX^ wene tftlcen ia >£iiglazid, in* 16£r4, W -k 
popil ^>the« soelebrated Yandyke;. tuA; by Vandyke . 
hioMlf^ as'has.beeii idk>me(iinesiassefted. 
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WINTHROP^ Ht)N. JOHN the fiist Qoyccudf of 
Massachusetts, possessedj in an eminent degree^ the 
wisdom, prudence, fiitmiess and public spirit^ neces- 
sary in one at the head of a colony or Cenmum* 
wealth; especially, of one newly formed, and caak- 
posed of persons of different characters and Tiews. 
The greater number of the company by which Mas- 
sachusetts was settled, were indeed of similar re- 
ligious views, in their non-conformity to the ritss 
and forms of the English Episioopal church ; but 
they differed in many respects, as is always the case, 
where men form their own opinions; and many, 
who were honest, set up to be teachers and guides; 
and others, who were mtrudarSy and came into tire 
colony uninvited, were turbulent and vvireasimaUB 
men; so that great wisdom and prudence were 
essential in the chief ruler of the community. .The 
Governor was indeed elected, annually, by the mem- 
bers of the company ; and had no authority but such 
as the laws which they enacted gave him, yet theie 
is always much left to the discretion of the chief ex- 
ecutive dfficer ; and the administration of the laws 
greatly depends on him, as to whether it shall be 
highly promotive of the common weal; or '' of the 
greatest good of the greatest number." Mr. Win- 
tfardp was chosen Governor of the company, in Eng- 
land, in 1629, the year before he came to Massachu- 
setts, when it was resolved to transfer the charter of 
the company to the territory for which a' patent had 
been granted ;. in llie room of Craddock, who was 
the first Governor of the company in Eng^d, and 
one of the original patentees, but who cteclined re- 
moving to America. Governor Wintlirop was elected 
after 1630, the year of his arrival in MassadinsettB) 
the greater part of the time, till his death, ift 1<4^^- 
vik for twdve years, in nineteen. He had some 
enemies, but' none but triffing. charges were mode 
against him ; and none of these even weis proved. 



Asamiag^mle^ he w.as most upifigh£ and inkpartial, 
dtscceet auod conciliating, yet firm and unwavering 
-m a good cause. In that day of intolerance, he was 
far loss severe and intolerant than other magistrates 
either in old or New Gogland. Religion had a coa-* 
tvoUing powec over all his conduct; in no one was 
Its alKpervading influenc^e more visible or auspicious. 
Dudley and Haynes, and Endicott and Bellingham 
:were men of religion, and genearally exemplary in 
.their conduct ; but- they were not so uniformly cic^ 
.camspect, or correct in judgment Crovemor Win* 
throp had a large estate, and therefore would give 
his time to the public with little compensation ; and 
what was granted him he received with reluctance. 
And when any proposed to make him presents, he 
.declined them, as it might have an influence on bis 
judgment. He had many trials while iu public liie, 
and some tnrbnl^it spirits to .deal with ; but he 
. acted with united fljtmness and moderation ; and tbs 
public peace was maintained. He was not inialli' 
ble ; hut it is believed that he committed as few 
.^errors as any one so long clothed with authority. 
. The company which arrived in June 1630, with 
Governor Winthrop, and which brought the patent 
and charter, consisted of fifteen hundred — trans- 
ported chiefly in fo^irteen large ships, hired for the 
pdrpose. Two other ship^, which arrived after* 
. wards, and one before, but in the same year, brought 
.^ /ev others for the colony. These fifteen hundred 
*--«some say, sixteen hundred-^^with one hundred^ in 
. 1G2S^ under Endicot, and three hundred and thirty 
with Higginson, in 1629, made the colony two 
thousand ^nd upwards, in 163Q. The large com- 

Etty settled at Charl^town, Boston,, and vicinity. 
.1640, the whole number was twenty^one thou-* 
.aanid; niany coming over in each and every year. 
.'And these, including the ccnnpany at Plymouth, wej^e 
all purkaos, or noarconfotymists, (terms nearly S]^? 
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Iioiiymofis.) l%eir di^inctive and peculiar principle 
'tras the sufficiency of the sacred scriptures as a 
guide and directory in reKgious concerns; and as 
Uie sole authority to which Christians might justly 
appeal. In less than fifty years from Luther, .th^e 
WES almost as much need of opposition to the estab- 
Hshed religious system in England, as wberi that 
great reforhier protested against and denounced the 
enrrors and abuses of popery. Prom 1660 to 1686, 
when the puritans were numerous in England^ va- 
rious rites and forms were adopted by the ruling 
party, composed of clergy and statesmen, and ma£ 
of necessary observation, under heavy and grievous 
penalties. The authority of the State was set up, 
in opposition to the scriptures, and the decision oi 
the crown, supported by a bare majority of the 
bishops, enforced, whether agreeable to the plain 
commands of Christ and apostolic usage, or the re- 
verse. The conscientious could not endure " this 
anti-Christian yoke." Of this description of religious 
people were the puritans of Plymouth, and the non- 
conformists of Massachusetts; and soon after the 
latter was settled, in. 1630, they cordially united in 
all religious concerns and proceedings. 

WINTHROP, Hon. JOHN F. R. S., son of the 
above named, came to Massachusetts in 1631. He 
received his education at Cambridge, England.^ and 
then passed sometime on the continent of Europe. 
Soon after he arrived, he was chosdn one of the 
board of assistants, then only twenty-four years of 
age. With a few others, he began a settlement at 
I{>swich — Agawam — ^but remained there only two 
or three years. He visited -England in 1634, wher« 
he was persuaded to take the oversight of a projiosed 
colony near the mouth of the Connecticut river.' In 
1658, he was chosen Governor of the colony of Gbn- 
necticat. And at a later day, in 166 1, after the res to- 
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ratioa of Charles II, again visited England, to solicil 
a charter for Connecticut and New Haven, united ift 
one colony. He obtained a charter, with provisions 
more favorable, in some respects, to that colony, 
than were contained in thdtt for Massachusetts. He 
had the character of one of the most learned men of 
that day ; he was one of the founders or early mem- 
bers of the Royal Society of London, for the promo- 
tion of science. After his return from England, at 
this period, he was elected Governor of Connecticut, 
until his decease, in the year 1676 ; when attending 
a meeting of the commissioners of the four united 
New England colonies, to consult for the common 
defence, against the machinations of the Indians, 
who were conspiring under the influence of the sa- 
chem Philip, to destroy all the English settlements 
in the country. He was then about the age of 
fiixty-seven. 

WINTHROP, FITZ-JOHN P. R. S., was son 
of the former; and also chosen Governor of Con-- 
necticut, at nine annual elections — from 1698 to 
1707 — the year of his decease, being then sixty- 
eight years of age. It was proposed to him to join 
the New England troops, against Canada, in 1690, 
in which he had a commission as Major-Oeneral'— 
but he did not epgage in that expedition. 

WINTHROP, WAIT a brother of Pitz-John, 
was matiy years in public life, in Connecticut. He 
lived in Boston the last twenty-five years of his life ; 
and was sometime chief justice of the Superior 
Court in Massachusetts. He died in 1717, at the 
age. of seventy-five. 

WINTHROP, Hon. JAMES of Cambridge, was 
aeon of Professor Winthrop; and received his first 
degree in Harvard. College, in 1769. He had tlie 
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character b( a good general scholar, and attended to 
Kterary pursuits through life. He ranked with the 
first etass of mathematicians in the State ; and in 
philological studies, very few surpassed him. He 
understood the Chinese language. He attended to 
ecclesiastical history, and to ancient common histo- 
ry, to elucidate the Scripture prophecies, a subjeet 
which engaged his particular attention, and on 
' which he published some essays. ^ His faith in the 
inspiration of the sacred books cff Christians was 
firi^ ; and to them he always appealed for religious 
truth. No one tv'as a more intelligent reader of the 
Bible, than Mr. Winthrop. Though a young man 
in 1775, he was an ardent patriot — at a later period 
he was Register of Probate, and a Justice of the 
Court of Common Pleas in Middlesex County. He 
died in 1824, at the age <^ seventy- three. 

WINTHROP, Hon. JOHN F. R. S. L L. D. a 

descendant of Governor Winthrop, first named 
above, of the fifth generation, in the line of Adam, 
. the third son of the Governor, had his education in 
Harvard College, with the class of 1730. His an- 
cei^tors were all citizens of Boston, and all of the 
name of Adam. They were men of excellent 
characters ; and all, tnore or less time, in important 
stations in the province. Dr. Winthrop was early 
distinguished for his knowledge of mathematics 
and astronomy ; and was chosen professor in that 
department, at the age of twenty-six. In the ac- 
quirements he made in the physical sciences, he 
excelled all his contemporaries in America; and his 
reputation, as: ^n astronomer, was v^y high in 
Europe. He corresponded with some of the most 
'scientific men in England ; and several productions 
of his pen were published in the voluinies of the 
Royal Society in London. He had the honor of an 
. ejectioii iUto that learned society ; and no one more 



JOHN WISE. 445 

ed: 

I i justly merited the distinction. Two comets appear- 

j J ed in the North American hemisphere in his time ; 
J and he wrote largely and ingeniously on their orbits, 
jiP their periodical returns, and their probable sub- 
1^ stances, origin, <S&c. And his opinions and state- 
l^jgj ments were usually founded on facts, or very strong 
J probabilities, rather than in cqnjecture or mere 
^ theory. Dr. Winlhrop was a popular lecturer, and 
^ high in the esteem with the students and the other 
1^ instructora in the university. He also held civil 
office, being several years Judge of Probate for the 
** county of Middlesex ; and the virtue of patriotism 
may likewise be justly claimed for him. He had 
the confidence of the leading whigs of 1770-1776, 
and often held a seat at the Council Board, tholagh 
sometimes negatived by the Governor. He was one 
of the prudent, as well as $rm advocates for politi- 
cal liberty, at that memorable period. The ardor of 
some of Uie whigs of that day, needed the wisdom 
and caution of such men as Winthrop, Bowdoin, 
and Dexten Dr. Winthrop professed his faith in 
the Christian revelation; and said, that after all 
reason and philosophy could teach, there was no 
" sure and certain hope '' of immortality, but by the 
gospel. 

WISE, Rev. JOHN was the minister of one of the 
societies in Ipswich, where he was settled in 1683; 
on the recommendajtion of the ' General Court. He 
had his public education in Harvard College, and 
was graduated in 1673. He continued in the min- 
istry, in Ipswich, till the time of his death, in 1725. 
He was a very athletic man, and ^' a famous wrest- 
ler." He was some years a deputy to the general 
assembly, about the time of Sir Edmund Andros' 
tyrannical administration, which was from 1686' to 
1689. He opposed the collection of taxes arbitrarily 

38 - 
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isopojsed'bf Aii4ros,' witbcmt adtioe or eooseifit of a 
Greneral Court ; aftd wasiimpuisoBod for his opposi*- 
tioQ. But many other good mea opposed the op- 
pressive measures of Sk Edmund* Mr. Wise assistr 
^ ed in reorganizifi^ the govemmcAt of the .Commonr 
) weaUh wheci Andres was de|k)sed, ia April 1689. 
And he also prosecuted chief justice Dudley , for re- 
jTusing him the priviJLege of habeas corpus^ whi^i he 
was imprisoned by the ui^juBt and illegal order of 
Andros. He was dsaplain to the tooops which went 
against Canada, in 16d0. Mr. Wise wrote a vindi- 
cation of the government of the churches in New 
jEngland. When near the close of life^ he regretted 
tiiat he had often been obliged to engage in cpntea- 
pfions, either political or ecclesiastical. But he 
added, that it was for truth and for right-rand he 
0ould say, that he bad fought a g<>od fights When 
it was objected, that in his treatise on church gov- 
ernment, he had allowed too much power to the 
brethren, he replied, 'Mt is best to concede to them 
in theory^ for the clergy will then really have more 
influence with them.'^ 

WISWALL, Rev. ICHABOD was the settled 
minister of Duxbury, from 1676 to 1697. He was 
a native of Dorchester ; and a student in Harvard 
College three years ; but did not receive a degree in 
form. While he was a naember of the coIlegCi the 
time required to be passed in studies there, was 
changed from three years to four — and his class 
refused to stay more than three ; as that was the 
term required when they entered the college. Mr. 
Wiswall was a good scholar, and a. learned theolo*- 

B'an. He was in college during the presidency of 
I, Channcy. His character was that of a mild, 
concilifiting man", and his people wtere much at* 
tached tohim. He was appointed by. the govern^ 
ment of Plymouth colony in 1689; an agent to attend 
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to its interests in England. His church were op-* 
posed at first; but consented, after some consulta- 
tion, for the good of the colony. When in England, 
he opposed, as^ he was instructed^ the union of Ply- 
mouth with Massachusetts. But the king and his 
ministers overruled his plea, and ordered the two 
colonies, with Maine, and the Vineyard, to be united 
in one province. Mr. Wiswall prepared several 
young men for college. His school was noted in 
that day ; and he received a small sum from the 
public income, for several years. He was succeeded 
m the ministry in Duxbury by Mr. Robinson, before 
noticed in this volume. Mr. Wiswall was the 'third 
settled minister of Duxbury. The first was Ralph 
Partridge, from 1637 to 1667; the second, John 
Holmes, from 1660 to 1676. 
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ADDENDA. 

The following articles were casually omitted in"* 
terttori in their alphabetical order : 

AMES, HoH. FISHSR L L. D. was a native of 
Dedbam, son of a respectable physician of thai 
pjaoeu . He received his public education in Harvard 
College, with the class of 1774, at the age of seven-* 
teen, about two years younger than the greater 
number of student^ there educated. The wai: 
which soon occurred, was unfavorable to the sue** 
cessful cultivation of letters. The regular studies 
were often and long interrupted in 1775, '76, '77, 
and '78. But young Aine^ was fond of books, and 
hftd an unoommopi thirst for knowledge ; and made. 
g(M>d progress in the studies usual in the. collegei 
with all these interruptions and obstacles. At an 
early age, he gave indications of genius ; so, thai 
though he was rather a studious man, it was not 
necessary for him to be always over his books. Mr^ 
Ames studied law with Judge Tudor, who was an 
elegl^ut scholar, as well as a sound lawyer; and^ 
pethapsi his peculiar taste for polite literature, and-, 
hia eiceellenpe in English composition and writings 
xuAy bQ in some measure owing to his legal instruct* 
ov aiid Giompanion. Mr. Ames was popular as a 
lawyer^ and had an extensi?e busUiess soon after he 
engaged in the priictice« He was also early distiq-* 
guiahed for hi9 eieganfc language, and a beai|i,Eful 
styieof. <writing^ It wi^ flpwiog, bul upV^iffuiei 
38» ' 
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ribh ia figures and inustrations, ^ithdut beioig^' iii-t 
flated, or overloaded with ornament. And his ^es^ 
lefmporaneous speaking, and ev^n his eomrnon ' ockh 
▼ersation, might be thus characterized. It was imt 
studied, or artificial | it appearred perfectly natimd 
and easy ; and his sentiments were correct and pure^ 
and often original, though not startling. He was %, 
distinguished member of the convention, in M^ssa^ 
elmsetts, for Adopting the-federal constitttti^, m 
1788. He ranked among the five or six ablest m^i 
in that assembly ; and Bowdoin, Strong, Chief Jus^ 
tice Gushing, Theo. Parsons, G. Cabot, Chief 
Justice Dana, \v^ere thfese. * In 178d, he ' was ^eUbien 
k representative to Congress'for Suffolk, befcrre Nov^ 
folk coupty was set* off. And he was choseti « 
niember for three isuiccessive terms.- Hi6 was the 
ihost eloquent ' mark in '€($iigres8.' His spe^h^iii 
reference to the Jay treatyj in 1794, was the'iadM 
powerful and effective, probably, ever delivenrd' ill 
the legislative halt of the nation. ^Soon afcet thJS| 
his. health became feeble, and he declined publib 
Hfe; except that one year h^ consented to hold < A 
seat in the Council, when Obvernor 'Strong' ^w^fs- in 
the chair.' By re<iuest of the General Comrt, teftiie^ 
livered an eulogy on thtd (^baradter of Cten^ml 
Washingtony' who ' difed in Decetnber 17** .Mn 
Anies wtote fteqmently in 'the newi^apers dn fflsMtl* 
cal subjects. He was eady alarmed, by the i^cMSii 
of the French revolution, and the rapid stidd«s>.Mr 
jaci^inism, or ultra democracy intlie United Sun^»: 
Scfiie acbus^edhim of being an enenify to* i^fiiililiK 
canism. But be s^id thete was a difference biftWMH 
repiiblicanism* and extreme democracy; H^ tbi 
Ititter he bbj^cted; a§ hef believed' it wdtifct eMdiin 
ihonarchy -but of the formet, ' he was* a- iriAtedtf 
friend and ad'v^odate. He died filly 4, 1809, n ttM 
a^ev>f' fifty^two.^ 'He Wasi odtil»mpolra)ry> ttnd'ikltfK 
msMwIilf^iK^^ Tudor, Jiid^ i^aWM^:|Mr.»iilm 



Olark, Rev; : John Eliot, Rev* Jamesr Freeman, Hdov 
Bamael Dexter, Hon* H. G. Otis — who, forty-fiv^ 
aad fifty years ago, formed a literary constellationi 
not ttnce surpassed ; probably not equalled. Mr? 
Amet received the honorary degree of h L. D. flom 
tbe coil^e at Princeton, in New Jersey ; and in 
1806,^ on the death of Rev. Dr. Wiilard, was elected 
areiident of Harvard University, but did not accept* 
Mr. Ames had the character of a man of piety ajod 
religion ; and his hfe afforded proof of the sincerity 
€€ his faith in the Christian revelation. 

. BIGBLOWv C01.WB1; TIMOTHY was an inhab!: 
itant of Worcester, and early took a decided patil 
with the whigs of Massachusetts,, in opposing the 
aifbitiary measures of the British administration^ iQ 
177Q-A776. He was a member of the convention ip 
Woiwefiter county, in August and September, i774j 
to consult for the common welfare, and for the de* 
lentse and preservation of civil liberty. There wai 
thena large body of British troops in Boston, readjf 
tt> enforce the oppressive acts of the British Parlia-^ 
ment, and to put down all efforts in favor of ancien| 
nghts. A happy iuJSueuee was produced by the re-^ 
porta and resolutions of that convention, by enligbt-f 
eilikig and tiniting the common people in that part Cjf 
ttie eountry* Mr. Bigelow was one of the most effir, 
eient members' of that convention. The town aisc) 
ohose him a delegate to attend the, several provincial 
GoogteBseB of Massachusetts, in October 1774, ill 
FebfOftry and in May 1776. These conventions 
were highly important, at that very alarming period, 
Ibr apreading correct information, for uniting all 
fdassea thiough the province, and for preparing sohi^ 
|itaA or system for defence, if attacked by the British 
irbopa, then in the <capita4. Not only wene thf 
measuvea of the ministry in England very oppressiv6| 
iiitlutt*^her.4»ties were laid, t9 raise a foveDue'iii 
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the proviace, vhioh.wa3 to be wboJil]r ^pp^i^ to. %^^ 

support of the British government ^nd iti^. officers l 

Sut a large, body of troops was stationed in t|i0 

province, in a time of peace ; the port of Boston ^a^ 

shut up, and all navigation excluded ; the Qitiz^s;; 

charged with evading the custom-house laWjB, to b^ 

transported to England for trial; and the counsellors^ 

which composed one branch of the legislature, to be 

appointed by the crown, instead ^ of an election. ^y 

the representatives of the people, as provided by. thQ 

charter. These were the principal grieVaqces; \q 

which should be added, the claim of Parliament to 

make a// laws binding on the subjects in the pro vin<^ ; 

li^us rendering the . provincial legislature nu^^aliAry 

and useless. The determination of the people ,wa« 

to act on the defensive. This is their language, in. 

^e beginning of 1775. '' la case the petition of tibe 

(Continental Congress should not be attended to, ^lid 

the ministry should resolve to deprive us of our rights 

$/aA property, by a military force, we.hold ourseiye!^ 

obliged to defend them at the point of the sword.". 

When hostilities were begun by the British troops^ 

l)y an attack on the people at Lexington and CoU'*. 

cord, April 1775, Mr. Bigelow was appointed; $, 

rnaior in one of the Regiments ordered to be raised^ 

and marched to Cambridge, under General Ward.. 

He accompanied General Arnold, under a similar 

commission, to Canada, by the way of Xennebec, in 

the fall of 1775, and was there taken prisoner,; with, 

several others. The object was to take Quebec^ ^nd- 

thus destroy the British power in Canada* And i( 

was expected that the Canadians generally. iVo^ld. 

join the other colonies in opposition to the loeaspr^s. 

o^ the pi^rent government. He was exch^ged^in. 

t|fe course of the following winter or spring ; ,«Ad. 

iras appointed a colonel in 1776, tocomm^Mnd a r^gi^J 

i^nt in the continental army, but p( the Ma^^a^^btUr. 

sc^tts limd. I Theris wer^ $9i^teen regiments, rjli«iaui.iii. 
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Massachusetts, in 1776 and 1777, besides a regiment 
of artille^ry, and two regiments of State troops, for 
the defence of the sea coasts. Colonel Bigelow con-? 
tinned in the army to the cIo3e of the war ; and sus- 
tained the character of a brave and active officer. 
He possessed strong powers of mind, and good judj 
ment, as may appear from the confidence reposed 
him by his fellow townsmen, in choosing him to act 
jfor. them in the convention of 1774, and in the pro*- 
vinciai congress afterwards, repeatedly, in 1774 and 
1776". Colonel Bigelow died in 1796, at the age of 
fifty-two. 

BIGELOW, Hon. TIMOTHY a son of Colonel 
T. Bigelow, received bis public education in Har- 
vard College, with the class of 1786: and he .was 
among the first scholars in the class. He studied 
law, and began the practice in Groton, in the county 
of Middlese^^ His career, as a lawyer, was brilliant 
and successful. He had aii extensive practice ; and 
was considered one of the ablest attornies in th» 
State of Massachusetts. His legal knowledge was 
superior to .most of his age; and he was elo^juent 
aiid impressive, as an advocate. Mr. Bigelow early 
engaged in political life, though the business of his 
profession occupied the greater portion of his time. 
The subject of politics is always interesting in a free 
government; and every intelligent citizen will take 
part in .the disputes agitated, and the measures 
adopted or proposed. After 1790, the state of politit 
cal parties was such, that every one was desiroua 
to inquire, and to give an opinion, on one side or the 
other. Mr. Bigelow had a seat in the legislature 
soon after he was thirty ; and continued in the Gen- 
eral Court the greater part of the time afterward, till 
his death in 1821. He was several times Speaker 
of the House; and presided with great intelligence 
and promptness. He also had a seat in the Senate, 
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and at the Council Bbavd. He b^6bged' to the 
Waafa^ngton school of politicianti ; and zealously 
supported the measures pfoposed by the friends of 
that ^reat patriot Mr. Bigelow trrote with ability^ 
a:nd in a correct and pure style. Several of his 
speeches and reports, as well ad orations on public 
occasions, were published ; and are still read with 
approbation by men of taste, and who have politkal 
▼lews similar to those which h« expressed. Mr. 
*Bigelow died at the ags of fifty-four^ after some years 
of Tjery infirm, health. 

4 

BRADBURY, Hon. THEOPHILUS of New- 
buryport, received his educaticm in Harvard Col- 
lege, where he was graduated in 1757. He studied 
law, and settled in Portland, (then Falmouth,) 
Maine, in 1761. Soon after the Revolution began, 
h^ returned to Newbuiryport ; find there afterwards 
resided, with a good i^are of practise, and with, a 
higfi reputation both for integrity and legal knowl- 
edge. He hada seat in the legislature of Massaehu- 
setts, for several years; as a representative from 
Newbury port, and as a senator from EsseK county. 
tn 1796, he was elected a member of Ckingre^s ;' and 
in 1797 was appoi<ited' an associate justice oif the 
Supreme Judicial Court of Massachusetts ; an apr 
pointment given to none but: able and learned law- 
yers, and upright and honorable men. In his 
femiiy; Judge Bradbury was a pattern of virtue and 
propriety ; and always exhibited an e^satpple worthy 
of imitation by his fellow citissens. He died in 180^ 
at the age of sixty-six. 

COPLKY, JOHN S. was a native of Boston j 
born in 1738. He early exhibited a taste and talent 
for portrait painting ; and before he had seen and 
examined any works of the masters of the art, he 
palkited the Hkenesses of some friends ; ^ thut be 



might, perhaps, be said Id be i^f-t^u^ht In 1774^ 
he went to Italy, for the sake of improvement in th^ 
art he had chosen. When he was on his returni in 
England, in IT^G, he there inet his. family ; and 
therefore did not visit America. The war of the 
Revolution probably prevented. One of his first 
pictures painted in England, was the rescue c£ a 
young man from a shark, in a river near Charleston^ 
Sw CX The painting of Lord Chatham, in the House 
of Peers, when he made a celebrated speech in favoi} 
of America, was his chef-cPcBitvre: and gained foe 
him the highest praise. He painted several his* 
torical pieces, which have been much celebrated. 
The portraits taken by him, belore be went to Eu-*^ 
rope, were considered excellent likenesses. He im- 
proved afterwards in his drapery and coloring. 
Among the portraits painted by Copley, in Boston, 
the following are recoUectedr-Gov. Samuel AdamS| 
Thomas Hancock and Lady^ W. N. Boylston, Judge 
Tyng, Jtkdge Foster, Mrs. D.. Sargent, senior. 

DEVENS, RICHARD a citizen of Charlestown. 
was oi^e of the early and decided friends of civil 
liberty, in 1776. He was an intelligent mechanic, 
hy trade a cooper ; and, though not a very learned 
man, he was like the gteat majority of the citizens 
of New England, well informed on the nature of 
civil goyehiment, and of constitutional rights. Ha 
was one of the four delegates from Charlestown to 
the eonvehtion in the county of Middlesex, Septemb^ 
1774 ; and a delegate to the provincial Congresses o£ 
Massachusetts, in October 1774, and in February 
1775. Mr. Devens was also one of the committee 
pi!.^fetyri#:1775, ^f which QeQoriil, Waiten wcus 
GfiftinnAnv It had executive powets isf great lexteat. 
Ifi J»he, 1775. he wis appointed a commissary for 
th^ trobps cdflected at Cambridge under General 
Ward ;' who commanded there till General WafiUr- 
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ihgton arrived, the 2d of July. . He possessed in a 
high degree the confidence of his fellow citizens; 
and in all the important stations which he held, he 
conducted with fidelity and energy. He had the 
character of an ardent patriot ; and he made gr^at 
sacrifices, as did many others, for the cause of liberty 
and the country. The inhabitants of Charlestown 
and Boston suffered more than any others by the loss 
of property in 1775. Gorham, Poster, Cheever, Har- 
ris, Miller, and Frothingham, citizens of Charles- 
town, were men of influence on the side of liberty, 
at that critical period. Mr. Devens lived to the age 
of eighty-six, and died in 1807. He often repre- 
^sented his native town in the General Court.* 

HARVARD, Rev. JOHN came over to Massachu- 
setts, and settled in Charlestown, in 1637. He 
preached there and performed other duties as a 
Christian minister; but it does not appear that he 
was ordained or settled- as the regular and perma- 
nent pastor of the church. He survived only one 
year after his arrival. He possessed a considerable 
estate ; the half of which he bequeathed to the 
school at Cambridge, founded in 1636, by the civil 
authority of the colony, at the request, or with the 
special approbation of the clergy. The government 
granted a tract of land ' for the support of the in- 
structor, and appropriated the proceeds of the ferry 
between Boston and Charlestown for the same lau- 
dable purpose. But neither of these yielded much 
income. The gift of Mr. Harvard was a great boon 
to this seminary; and^it was afterwards called a 

*The number of Attericans' killed, April 19, 1^5, was fbrty- 
ake, and W0nnded ftnty-eue^^^^nd of Britiab, aone a4SeMUtfa gire 
0119 luMidred killedt and two lutiadred and oightj wounddd. Q» \1S^ 
Jane, about three hundred Americans killed and wpunded ; and of 
British, fourteen hundred and sixty— ror seventeen hundred, as somo 
state. - ...... 
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ooUege^ with the appellative of his name, A large 
buUmng Was sooa after erected for the accommoda- 
tion of the students ; and several other individuals 
joiade donations^ within a few years* Sir Richard 
Saltonstall, and Captain Robert Keayne were of the 
number* The memory of Mr. Harvard was cher- 
ished by the people ot Charlestown, as a man of 
piety and benevolence ; and it must always be 

Krecious with the friends of learning and religion in 
TeW England. It is supposed Mr. Harvard left a 
widow, to whom he gave the rest of his estate ; but 
no children. 

PAINE, Hon. ELIJAH L L. D. was a native of 
MassaohusettSi and received his public education in 
Harvard College, with the class of 1781. He re- 
moved to Vermont in 1785| and entered on the prac- 
tise of the law. He was soon after appointed a 
judge of the Court in that State* There were then 
very few men of public education in the State. Ex- 
eept the clergymen, only nine persons who were citi- 
setts had been educated in a college. The State of 
Ye(rmonf Iras not admitted into the federal union 
UAtil 17&1 ; and Mr. Paine was soon after elected to' 
the Senate of the United States. In 1800, he was 
appoii^ted judge of the District Court of the United 
States fot Yetmont This station he filled till 
Match 1842, when he voluntaurily resigned it, on ac- 
count of the infirmities of age% He survived only a 
few months ; and at his decease he was more than 
eighty. Mr. Paine had the character of a learned 
ajad Upright judge. His talents were rather solid 
than buUiant ; and he was better qualified for a ju- 
dicial station,, than for a successful advocate j but 
in bothhe wa;i respectable. His pcineiples were cor- 
reel, mA his conoMct exemplary, both as a common 
5ittzen. and a puUlic officer. His particular friends 
always regarded him with much esteemand affection. 
39 
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PORTER, Rev. ELIPHALET D. D, was a son 

of Rev. John Porter, minister in the north part of 
Bridge water, Massachusetts ; and received his pub- 
lic education in Harvard College, with the class of 
1777. In 1782, he was ordained pastor of the first 
congregational church and society in Roxbury, as 
successor to the Rev. Amos AdamSj the former min- 
ister of that society. Dr. Porter was not imposing 
in his manners, nor did he as a preacher excite great 
admiration from common people, or make a sudden 
and strong impression by a single discourse. His 
talents could not be said to be brilliant But hijs 
sermons were well studied, argumentative, methodi- 
cal, and not without a good effect with those who 
closely attended. His language was correct and 
pure, and his compositions discovered a chastened 
taste. He had carefully and impartially studied the 
scriptures, and made the sacred volume his standard 
and guide in theology. It was, therefore, to be ex- 
pected that he would differ somewhat from the ma* 
^ jority, and from those who made any human system 
of faith their authority or directory. In the deport- 
ment of Dr. Porter there was great simplicity. He 
was modest and unassuming ; and in his religious 
views, he was liberal and tolerant. Dr. Porter died 
in 1836, at the age of seventy-eight. Several of his 
occasional discourses were published, and are hon- , 
orable to his character as a scholar, an independent 
inquirer, and a man of sound, disdriminating judg- 
ment. 

SMYBERT, JOHN an eminent portrait painter, 
was several years in Massachusetts. He was « na^ 
tive of Edinburgh, Scotland, and spent i^metime ia 
Italy, before he caine to New England. He accom- 
panied Bishop Berkely, who came to Newpost, ia 
1727-8, and passed a few years in this country, and 
then returned. Smybert had beea four y^%tB in 
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Italy : and spent a part of the tiix^e in copying (he 
paintings of Titian, Raphael, Vandyke, &c. One 
of his most finished pieces is the copy of Vandyke's 
Cardinal Bentevogho. Smybert soon settled in 
Boston, and there married. He died about 1751. One 
of his sons was a young man of great promise, and 
died while a member of Harvard College. He also 
hadva talent for -painting. Many likenesses were 
taken by Smybert of distinguished or opulent per- 
sons in Boston ; some of which may still be found 
in the city. It has been supposed that Copley de- 
rived benefit from an inspection of his portraits; 
but he was not under his instruction ; though some- 
time his contemporary. He was the architect of 
Faneuil Hall, when first built. 

STEWART, GILBERT was bom at Newport, 
in Rhode Island ; and early discovered extraordinary 
talents for painting. In 1784, when he was about 
twenty-six years of age, he went to England ; and 
was there under the instructions of the eelebrated 
Benjamin West, a native of Pennsylvania, who had 
settled in London some years before. Mr. Stewart 
liiade great improvements in his art, in a short time ; 
and as a portrait painter soon excelled his instructor. 
His fame was great in England ; but he had strong 
inducements to return to his native country, which 
he did, in 1790. He passed some time in New 
York, Philadelphia, Newport, and in Boston, where 
he spent the last fifteen years of his life. His busi- 
ness in the ingenuous art which he professed, and in 
which he was surpassed by none, was very great in 
Boston, -for several years; and, but ifor his infirmi- 
ties, in the latter period of his life, must have been 
highly lucrative. Mr. Stewart died in 1828, at the 
age of seventy. 

STILES, Rev. EZRA D. D. L L. D. received 
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bis public aducation in Y^le College, in 1746. He 
was sometime a tutor in the college, when he fifettled 
as the pastor of a Church in Newport, Rhode Island. 
On the decease of jB«y, Dr. Dagget^ he was elected 
president of Yale College^ and coi^tiQued in that 
station till his death in 179S, at the age of sixty- 
seren. He was also professor i>f eccjbssiastieal his- 
tory. He was always a diligent student ; and had 
the character d extensive learning. While pastor 
of a Church, he devoted himself to ijts duties, and 
was an able and useful preacher. When a young 
man he.had etceptical doubts ; but he hcNi^estly in- 
quired, and became a rational and firm believer in 
Uie Christian religion. His faith therefore, was a 
personal thing ; not derived mesdy from education 
or authority.^ He preferred the Congregational 
forms and discipline to all others. In oiiental lUera- 
iure none surpassed him, and be was a good general 
scholar. He presided over the college with dignity 
and fidelity ] and bis administration wa9 tt time of 
prosperity in that seminary* 
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86 For Samnel, read Lemuel Bryant. 
122 Dr. Cutler died in 1823, aged ^^yenty-nine. 
1S4 For Atbeaian, mid Athanasiaii. 
a48 Dr. Keed died in ISSl, aged ^yent^-nine. 
355 Ns^thaniel and I^ekiel ^oger9,Telatiye8 bnt not brothiers. 
S92 Rey. Tho. Th&dier died in 18|9, aged fifty-six. 
408 Rey. C. Tamer died in 1'818, aged eigfaty-eix. 
422 Other mrgeons-^. f ofiteK» W. Hiwtpigs, T. Ofaild^ J. Tluuter, 

P. Jon^g, J. l^f W^tewcjU, J. Fiske, P. @)wte, &. jm^j, J. 
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<^ " number of regiments in 1775 .... 134 

" " supportedby young men of education; 44 133 

'' *' some of the battles of 967 

" *i leaders in, pn|dent and leaned; as weU as 

zealous . . * 146 193 

" f' eminent patriots of, forgotten . . 188 430 

HELIGIOUS toleration; remarks of Gov. Haynes to Roger Williams 224 

RIGHTS of the Colonies 304 

RIOTS and mobs, few in Boston; in 1774 and 1775 , » * , . ^ fSA 

ROBINSON'S church, in England; Holland; &c 75 

<< character * 76 

REVIEW, North American : , 401 

ROYAL SOCIETY of London, members of 7t 79 

ROGERS, Ezekiel and Nathaniel; relatives bat not brothers . . . 35B 
RUMFORD; Count; a friend and fellow student of Laomi Baldwia . 41 

SALEM Church the second in New England . . . 4 . * . . 353 
SALTONSTALL; Governor of Connecticut, chosen while an or- 
dained Minister It 

SCITUATE early settled .......;.. 408 

SLAVERY in North West territory guarded a|^inst by Mr. Dane . ^ 130 

" early condemned 173 

SURGEONS in the army of the Revolution 42S 

TEA DESTROYED in Boston harbor 291 293 

THEOLOGY; dogmatic or systematic; bM well as senolastie and 

metaphysical; often injurious; and seldom necessary 164 177 

^ disputes in 999 

TOLERATION 117 224 

TRUMBULL and Hutchinson; governors; classmates, but of oppo- 
site politics 597 

UNITARIAN Church; an eariy oiie ...... i » ... 194 

WHITFIELD; Rev. George, opposed bjr molt of the tlergy in M^ 

. . sachosettS; at his first visit v . i. . • 167 

" '' on his first visit, very-censorioos 167 431 

WITCHCRAFT in Massacbosttts 360 
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